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APOLOGETICAL  PBEFACE. 


To  Ike  kind  dKff  patUsi  pllTAtc  tirele,  who 
an  well  and  /tilhf  possat  vnth  Ihe  true  and 
potent  tOHM  cf  thia  ny  flraf  and  ttnvizored 
mtritmom  into  the  literary  hire,  no  stronger 
txaue,  l  am  conßtUnt,  need  be  qffered,  than 
ÜM  tnu  and  potent  cause  ittelf ;  bat  a  pob- 
fisbed  (oUhar  tmttt  oum  a  ttill  toider  ränge  of 
re$pumibiHttft  and,  hacing  ontx  venttrred  so 
botd  a  funard,  not  onb/  incvrs  th^  opinion. 


il^ 
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6«/  tke  scntcnce,  of  an  impartial  PubKc; 
stiotild  that  opinio-n  and  serilence  liappen  to 
provt  faVonrable  to  fAe  aspirant  f&r  literar^ 
succesa,  there  remains  iittte  necetnt^for  apoio» 
(/mw</ /or  an  agrecable  »«rpme.  Faopeople, 
1  "belkve,  tr>  long  ai  they  are  pleased,  iiery 
i&tr^tly  question  why  Huy  are  pleased; 
^ihäleed,  most  peopk  (particnlarly  in  mutters 
d/this  sorlj  Ihink  they  kave  a  rigbt  to  be 
pleased  for  iheir  money.  Bat  vcken  tke 
reverse  of  an  a^^eable  surprü«  is  appre~ 
'ik^ed,  explanatioD  not  only  appears  nwre 
justty  duz  than  in  the  otker  case,  bul  w  also 
ükehj  to  be  vmcb  more  (jetterally  demoMded. 
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^P      How  /  <-«Me  to 


How  /  cMMe  io  wriUt  /  caimot  teil,  nor  is  U 
«l  all  rti€V<iMi  to  the  prt^^ent  vuUter;  but  wby 
l  have  vcM/wred  fo  jpublttili  oiubt  no(  tg,  re- 
in doubt..yj 


e  to  remiml  mtj  Readers  of  lliat 
ttilßU  period  in  the  annaU  of  tlie 
[,  tht  FtviicU  Rovolutitiu,  wlieu  soute  of 
ike  vetyfiower  of  the  GtUUc  Nobility  were, 
<tarim^  their  melanckoly  sojoum  in  this  coun- 
try,  conpetkd,  by  pecuniari/   necessity,   to 

•  tum  tke  taienta  and  acquireimnls  qf  luad, 

•  äandt,  and  even  feet,  to  tke  parposes  ((f  sttb- 
X.     I  ougkl,  perhnps,  to  ask  pardoti 
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"  I  say,  iny  ticarty,  yoiir  iQwii  yondcr  is 
but  dull  at  presentr  Ihey  teil  me,"  said  Uie 
Captam  of  the  vcssel  to  Ibe  owner  of  a  boat 
calied  The  Rosc-bud  of  Deal:  "yoH  are 
pretty  quiet  there  now,  I  fancy  V 

"Too  quiet  for  us,  Captain,"  answered 
thchandsome,ath1ctic,  serious-lookingyoung 
Seaman  he  thus  adüressed  ;  "  but  I  am  not 
«orry  for  it,  since  private  interest  euffera 
tbrougb  public  advantage." 

"  Well  Said,  my  boy!'  cried  the  Captain, 
slapping  tlic  youag  boatman  on  tlie  Shoulder; 
"  ayi  ay,"  (bccontinued)  "  tlicre's  awide  dif- 
ference  bcttveea  peace  and  war:  bad  times 
for  all  garrison  towns  at  present;  and  yosr 
yoiingladics  who  love  lobsters,  get  but  few  of 
'cm  now ;  but  then  Ibese  few  havc  feil  to  katf 
price." 

The  young  Boatiuan  turned  anay  some- 
wbat  indignantly,  and  walked  to  the  other 
end  of  the  deck. 


sluiitls  liiü  own  couTsc  best;  and  before  ooe 
Kpeaksastrangesbip,  itwould  iiotbc  amissif 
onc  was  always  up  to  a  litÜc  of  tbeir  lingo, 
wbicb  would,  bcyond  a  doubt,  savc  many 
inisundcrätandings ;  but  where  no  offeocc  ia 
meant,  1  trust  therc's  none  (aken." 

Will  Watchk's  cousin  procceded  to  assurc 
thc  Captaiu  that  hc  could  aiiswcr  Ibr  it,  bis 
relative's  abrupt  dcportment  had  more  of 
sorrow  than  anger  for  its  foundation, 

"  Well !"  says  the  Caplain,  "  what  is  more 
to  the  parpose,  aiid  wbat,  indecd,  I  priiicipal- 
ly  wantcd  topalaver  about,  ja,  nhethereitber 
of  you  can  rccommend  neat,  cican,  quiet 
lodgiogs  in  Deal,  yonder,  for  a  Gentleman, 
a  passcngcr  of  miuc,  viho  seems  to  have  a 
mind,  d'ye  sec,  to  lay  bis  boiics  ashorc  if 
possible,  and  that  in  your  town,  it  scems, 
iu  prcference  to  any  othcr." 

Tbc  young  Buatman  tamed  pale,  or  rathcr 
more  corrocüy,  (o  dcärribc  thc  altcration 


^^  8- 

tias  as  good  as  lold  mc  tbat  he  hat  not  a 
retatioD  id  Ihe  world ;  so  they  tbat  pick  tip 
such  a  wrcck  will  be  uo  losers  by  tlio 
kovel." 

"  Bless  j'our  eyes,"  interrupted  Will 
Watcbit,  who  had  by  this  time  rejoined  them, 
and  now  took  part  in  ibe  conversaUon;  "wliat 
d'yo  talk  about  liovelHng  for?  Did  ever 
Deal  mariners  Iiolst  out  tbcir  boats  on  a  Sig- 
nal of  distress  froni  an  Indiaman  onc  secood 
fastcr  than  tbey'd  scud  off  againstboth  wind 
and  wavc  for  life  and  dcatb,  to  help  a  poor 
little  perishing  fisbinz-smack?" 

He  beckoned  bis  cousin  aside,  and,  aRer 
a  Short  consuUation  betncen  (bem  both,  re- 
turned  to  the  Captain.  "  The  gentleman  be- 
ing,  as  you,  Sir,  bare  described,  so  ill,  would 
probably  prefer  a  private  lodging?"  said  Will 
Watcbit ;  "  or  eise  our  hoteis  and  inos  an 
allcxcollenl." 

"Ceilainly  he  trunld,"  replicd  the  Captain; 


boast  of;  and  though  that's  saying  mucb, 
'tis  saying  Dothing  morc  thaa  tnith  neitlicr, 
But  Richard'«  getting  old ;  thc  gout  bas  found 
its  way  to  his  Icgs,  and  sorrow  (tho  best  of 
US  all  is  not  without  trouble,yoa  know)to  hia 
heart :  but  he's  got  a  nicc,  roomy,  airy  hoose, 
bandsomcly  ütted  up  for  thc  accommoda' 
tion  of  lodgers,  which  he  has  had  of  the  bcsf, 
and  takcn  in  any  timc  these  last  twcnty  ycars, 
ten  out  of  which  hc  bas  bcea  a  widowcr :  but 
thcrc's  nothing  to  bc  found  among  bis  bouse- 
hold  stuff  that  looks  as  if  it  lacked  a  oüstress's 
carc;  for  bis  old  housekecper,  thc  Widow 
Wilkins,  is  onc  of  thc  notablest,  noatest, 
savingcst,  clcanliest  old  souls  in  all  Deal, 
bc  thc  othcr  whom  shc  may.  Ricbard's  bcds, 
you  must  know,  arc  all  of  down;  bis  shectd 
arc  hollaud,  and  bis  platcs  and  dishcs,  as  weU 
as  tca  wäre,  cvcry  bit  of  'cm  real  china,  and 
all  of  bis  own  importing  too ;  but  bis  bcart's 
Iruc  British,  and  knows  how  to  pity  thc  af- 
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The  young  men  vcntured  to  take  upon 
themseIvGs  to  arraDge  the  terms  for  their 
friendV  aparlments,  nbo,  they  said,would, 
they  knew,  be  vcry  glad  of  a  Ict,  as  would 
be  three  part9  of  tlie  inbabilaats  of  Deal, 
besides  himself.ir  tbey  could  obtain  tlieüke. 

The  inoderation  of  the  charge  surprised 
the  Captain  ;  but  Will  Watchit  was  inflexi- 
ble in  the  conscicntious  lu^rness  of  his  dc- 
mand,  undthe  young  mcn  put  off  from  tbe 
vessel,  with  assurances  that  evcry  thing  at 
Richard  MainsaiVs  should  be  put  loto  an 
immediatc  State  ol'  prcparation  for  the  com- 
forlablc  reccpüon  of  the  invalid. 

The  weatlicr  having,  at  lengtb,  becotne 
calm,  warm,  and  scttled,  the  sick  passeo^r 
was,  on  the  following  moming,  with  e?ery 
precaulion  and  attention  Ihathumanity  could 
suggest  or  wcalth  comiiiand,  landed,  aod 
coiweyed  to  the  lodging  prcviously  provided 
for  his   reccption,  utid  where   a   niost   co: 


pliance  witli  tbe  reqaisilions  of  bis  medical 
attciuIaiiLs  oud  nurse,  in  swallowing,  by  toras, 
bis  medicinc,  and  tbc  very  sliglit  portion  of 
nutriment  wbicb  bis  debilitated  condition 
allowed  bim  to  rcceive,  and  now  and  then  a 
few  faint  but  expressive  Signals  for  more  air, 
Icss  covering,  &c.  bad  made  up  and  com- 
prised  thc  whole  snm  of  bis  intcrcourse  with 
bis  attentive  and  humane  attcndants ;  bat 
soon  a  rapid  and  seemingly  bigbly  favourable 
cbange  succeeded  :  thc  accents  of  bis  voice, 
tbougb  very  low,  were  now  no  longer  lost  in 
tbc  extreuiity  ofwcakncss;  be  began  also  to 
lakc,  witb  some  degrce  o{go&t  and  preference, 
tbe  various  light  but  comfortable  and  cordial 
delicacies  witb  whicb  bis  slowly  rctuming 
appotite  was  most  assiduously  tcmptcd  and 
invited ;  and  frcquently  opencd,  for  sbort  in> 
tervals,  bis  sank  and  long  totally  closed  laii- 
guid  eyes  to  contemplate,  in  Uic  subdued  light 
pennitted  to  Tisit  bis  Chamber,  tbe  fciendijr 


"You  are  in  Deal  town,  Sir;  God  ba 
tlianLed  forliis  good  niercics  in  resloring  lo 
you  the  power  to  malte  Ihe  enqniry !  and 
my  natnc  is  Wilkius.  the  \vidow  of  (rest  lii« 
souI!)  as  norlhy-hearted  a  scaman  as  ever 
lost  Ins  life  in  bis  country's  cause." 

Mrs.  Wilkins  paused  forunc  instant (oabi 
sorb  wUh  her  liandkercliief  the  genuine  ti 
butc  ofconjugal  re^ret;  and  theu,  in  asome- 
wUat  lowcr  fcey  than  thal  in  which  she  had 
cnded  llie  foregoing  sentence,  added — 

"  Deburah  Dawkins,  your  nurse,  Sir,  lost 
her  good  man  inucli  about  tlie  same  time  that 
Ididmine,  Üiough  not,  poor  souI  !  in  sudt' 
a  glorious  way."  (Here  again  Mrs.  Wilkins'^j 
enthusiasm  liftcd  her  vuice  ouce  more  intiyi 
allo).  "  Not  but,  from  all  I  have  ever  heani 
and  understood,  Jacob  Dankins  botb  lived 
and  died  an  honest  man  ;  and  every  one  ig 
not  bom  to  honour,  though  every  one  may 
be  rehorn  to  grace :  thpy  were  inland  folki 
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had  cB'iised  tbe  poor  grollemon,  who  was 
yet  as  weak  as  water,  to  doworight  swoon 
away.  Mr.  Myrtleton  tiad,  iadeed,  at  a 
vcry  early  period  of  the  bouaekeeper'a  elu- 
cidatory  harangue,  fainted;  but,  to  tbe 
grcat  relief  of  the  two  much  dismayed  ma- 
trons,  lie  was  soou  again  lestored ;  and  ex- 
hibited,  duriag  the  remainder  of  tbat  day, 
various  new  and  flattering  .Symptoms,  which 
tbey  would,  perhaps,  bave  takeu  for  im- 
proving  ones,  but  whicb,  in  tbe  Joint  opi- 
nions  of  bis  medical  assistants,  savoured  ra- 
thcr  of  increase  of  mental  irritation,  than  of 
bodily  eaergy.  ^ 

"l'ray,  do  you  know — can  you  infornM 
me  wbether  — ,"  were  balf-uttered  interroga- 
tions  whicb  frequontly  burst  from  tbe  lips  of 
the  invalid,  and  wbicb  he  would  indiscri- 
miiiatcly  address  toallwhoapproachcdbim; 
bot  as  often  as  be  bad  proceeded  thus  far, 
he  would  turn  pale,  tremble  violently,  and 
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a  wish  of  tfae  inralid,  tbat  a  parttcnlar  triink 
wliich  he  had  described  to  her,  and  which, 
amono;sevcral  others  of  his,had  been  placed 
in  an  attic,  might  be  opcned,  and  some  la- 
belled  papers  which  it  contained  brougfat  into 
his  apartment.  Meanwbile  his  bed-room 
door,  which  had  remained  ajar,  was  softly 
opened,  just  wide  enongh  to  admit  a  little 
fairy  form  of  matchless  loveliness,  which, 
cloathed  in  the  deepest  mourning,  stole  ib 
on  tiptoc, holding  its  liltle  fat  wax-like  fiager 
up  to  its  pouting  cherr;  lips :  it  gently  ghded 
in,  and,  approaching  the  bed,  half  curiously, 
half  limoroualy  gazed  npon  Ihe  sick  man. 

Myrtleton's  soul  secmed  to  go  forth  at  his 
eyes,  as  they  canght  the  glancc  of  tho  angel 
face  now  rested  on  bis  counterpane. 

"  My  God  I  'ti9  Mary'a  very  countcnance !" 
he  cxclaimed,  in  the  choaked  acceots  of  an 
almost  dyiag  surpriäe. 

"  Ye8,  /  Mary — Mary    Mainsail!"  cried 


I 
I 


Ibe  smiUng  inaoccnt,  disclosiag  all  iU  üny 
lil;  teetfa.  **  Old  Ricluird  Uaiosail  my  nown 
gramdlaa." 

A  long  pause  sacceoded,  doring  whiohthc 
Ultle  pil  was  biuied  in  fingeiing  and  admiring 
Ibe  TarioQs  richly  gcmmed  rings  wom  by  thc 
invalid,  wbo  had  uoconsciously  extendcd  bis 
aUcotaaleil  hands  to  detain  bcr.  'Fbe  cbild, 
tbos  encouragcd,  accordiugly  plioiliod  up 
ifac  bed  Steps,  and  composedly  seated  her- 
self  in  Myrtleton's  arms. 

"  Wbere  ia  youT  mothcr,  darling?"  whi»< 
pered  tke  stroogly  agitated  iovalid,  wb«D  he 
could  speak. 

"üonea  God-a-viigkly."  repliodlhechild, 
ia  a  mourafal  tone,  and  turning  upwards,  aa 
itspokc,  its  bluG  luslrous  cycs. 

"  And  has  not  your  graadtaa  gooe  tu  him, 
loof" 

"  No ;  grandtaa  down  'tairs,  read  bis  big 
Bible,''5uinewhat  teatUy  replied  IhoÜttlo  onc, 
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beiiig  rather  iuterrupted  ia  her  delightful  sur- 
vey  of  the  shining  rings  by  such  an  intiDda- 
tion  of  interrogatory. 

Tliere  now  ensued  another  and  a  sti)] 
longer  pause,  duringwhich  Myrtlelon  wept 
most  bitteily. 

"  And  what  is  this,  sweet  one  V  said  be, 
toucbiDg  a  uarrow  black  riband  which  buag 
frora  the  cliild's  bosom. 

"Ob,  dat  Marys  pretty  father,  dat  poot  j 
motUer  give  her  !"  cried  the  child,  drawingJ 
from  the  cberub  rest  of  her  little  downy  bo-  I 
som  the  miniature  of  a  handsome  young  mao«  J 
in  military  costumc. 

"  Tis  my  own  likeness !"  cried  Myrtleton,  j 
and  sank  back  upon  bis  pillow  in  utter  iu-  | 
sensibility. 

*'  No.no  !"  cried  the  child,  impatiently  re- 
clainiing  the  treasured  portrait  from  bis  now-  J 
nerveless  grasp  ;  "  I  teil  you  'tis  Mary's  own  1 
father! — gtntltin,  go  5efp,"she  addcd,  as  th»  J 
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nnrse  rc-entered  witb  tbe  specified  paperj; 
gentlän  go  seep,  luid  Mary  will  bush  htm 
aby,  aby  !"  tben  twining  her  little  arms  roand 
Hjrtleton's  neck,  and  laytng  her  Te]Tet 
cfaeek  closc  to  bis,  she  would  sooo  bave  coo- 
ed  berself  to  sieep  in  earnest,  but  was  for- 
cibljr  diseogaged  from  her  hold,  and  carried 
fromUie  Chamber,  still  crying  "I  will  come 
back,  and  hash  gentlein  aby,  aby! — I  will, 

iwiur 

MyrÜeton's  swood  was  long  and  deadiy, 
and  bis  recovery  from  it  equally  alow  aad 
Tftcillating.  The  whole  housebold  blamed 
ttic  nnrse  for  that  neglect  of  tbe  door  of  the 
stck  tnan's  room  whicli  had  given  facility  to 
the  ingress  of  (hc  little  intruder;  and  poor 
Deborah  waa,  of  all  the  rest,  the  inoat  severe 
npon  hefBelf :  yet  as  tlic  qnivering,  waning 
flame  of  MyrÜeton's  life  once  more  resnsci- 
tatcd  In  its  late  nearly  forsaken  socket,  it 
was  again  rcmarkcd,   with  surprise,  that  hiit 


mental  powcrs  strengtbened  with  a  rapidity 
witli  wbicb  tbe  progress  of  Itis  corporeal 
energies  weic  ill  aljlc  to  kccp  pace.  The 
cblld  he  could  scaroelj  ever  be  prevailed  oa  to 
part  witU  front  his  arms,  save  when  air,  food, 
cxeicise,  or  sleep,  indiapeasably  claimed  the 
temporär;  relinquishmeut  of  her  beloved  So- 
ciety ;  aud  hardly  cvcr  slept  hiroself,  ualess 
lulled  into  a  transicDt  slumber  by  her  iimo- 
Cent  hushaby. 

"  I  am  ttaly  glad  that  our  dear  bab  is  sach 
a  comfort  to  yoa,  Sir,"  said  Mrs.  Wilkins, 
oue  day ;  "  and  so  is  her  grandtaa,  and 
poor  Will  Watchlt  too,  who  doats  upon  tbe 
cbild,  and  who,  indeed,  bas  never  yet  beeu 
glad  of  any  thiag  since  her  precioits  mother, 
who  was  once  upon  a  timo  to  havc  bceo  \ü» 
wife,  died." 

"I  understood  tbat  my  landlord  nover  bad 
a  son,"  said  the  invalid ;  "  so  suppose  that 
bis  deccased  daughter  (tbe  mothcr  of  my  ' 
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ke  was  na  more  tiiefather  o(  her  child,  than 
you  are.  He,  a  blessed  fellow !  no,  no  !  he 
would  liave  died  by  inckes  before  he  would 
have  taken  so  base  an  adrantage  of  a  poor 
girl  that  trusted  kirn!  But  marry  her,  for 
tbe  matter  of  that,  and  so  he  would  a  thou- 
sand  tiraes  over,  too,  if  it  had  been  needfui, 
even  after  her  misforthi ;  but  Mary  said  she 
did  not  deserve  to  bc  made  an  hoDest  woman 
of,  and  least  of  all  by  him  whose  heart  she 
bad  broken.     Little  Mary,  here,  -was  bom 

just  nine  months   after  the  — Regimeut 

embarked  away  from  hencc,  to  fight  Boney  ; 
and  wo  always  did  suroiisc  that  tbc  child's 
father  was  to  be  found  amongst  its  officers ; 
but  Mary  would  never,  while  she  could  keep 
about  atall,  own  toany  thiug,  nor  Iiad  sho, 
indeed,  ever  bceu  scen  to  go  wiih  any  of  the 
red  coats;  but  she  used  to  love  to  he  Tor 
hours  and  hourn  together,  at  the  bnuse  of  an 
aunt  of  her'.s,  who  livcd  in  the  Wahuer  road. 
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wbere,  forcertatn,  maoy  of  tbe  soldier  officers 
did  cone  a  visidng  of  her  annt's  fine  lodgers 
but  the  Lord  above  otily  knows  wbicb  of 
tbem  it  was,  or  bow  thc  devil  gitlcd  liitn  with 
tbe  art  to  nheedle  poor  Mary  out  of  her  vir- 
toe,  wbo  was,  bcfore  that  wretched  time, 
tbe  most  upri^bt  and  modest  ^irl  the  sun 
ever  sbone  upon ;  ay,  and  the  Iiandsomest 
too!  IVii/y  was  she  called  Ihe  Rose- bud  o( 
Dtal!  Poor  Will  Watchit  named  Viaboat 
after  her  customary  title  ;  but  soon,  soon  did 
bcbeholdhis  Rose-bud  witber,  for  i\i9Xfatat 
lUp  broke  her  heart,  and  with  it  his  beart, 
and  her  old  fatker's  too;  for  though  he  keeps 
a  qaiet  outside,  old  KichaTd's  going  a3  fast 
aspossible  lo  wherc  his  only  one  has  gone 
before  him.  But  conic,  Sir,  'tia  time  to  take 
yooT  cordial ;  Lo^d  knows,  yon  scem  to  have 
Hpccial  need  of  it!  Why,  tbe  gay,  proud, 
bard-hearted  villain  wbo  did  all  tbis  mis- 
chief  could   not  look   wotük  \(  he  had  bccn 
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a  bearing  bis  own,  Uian  you  (]o.  But,  as  1 
was  saying— poor  Mary  pioed  away  tu  flilBQt* 
hcart-stifled  sorrow—wastiog  aud  «rastiog 
just  like  Salt  in  ivater." 

"Uow  long  iä  it  siuce  she  died'f"  faiuUy 
deoiandcd  ber  tremblUig  auditor. 

"  Aboiit  cloven  monthsj  Sir,"  replted  the 
bousekeepcr :  (wiping  tbc  fuU  tcars  from  her 
cyes)  "sho  bad,  as  I  bare  said,  been  visi- 
bly  faUingalltbe  limeof  ber pregnaacy;  and 
the  doctor  would,  tborefore,  not  bave  let  bor 
attempt  to  suckle  ber  bab,  only  that  (Lord, 
forgive  us  all !)  she  had  oace  or  twice  tried 
to  dcstroyberself;  so  doctor  H****  tbought 
if  tbc  ncw-born  was  Ictl  depcndeat  od  her  life 
für  its  nourisbment,  sbe  might  be  brougbt  lo 
cadnre  that  life,  wbilc  it  lasted,  for  its  sake, 
if  not  for  ber  own,  or  even  tbat  of  ber  more 
tban  both  precioiis  soul.  Aad  so,  iadeed, 
it  turaed  out  cxactiy ;  t'or  sbe  took  (poor 
youDg  thing!)  to  her  littlc  bab  amazingly. 
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aod  ling:er«d  on,  cODtrüry  te  all  expecta- 
lioD,  eren  better  Uiaa  a  fall  twelvemotrth  afler 
sbe  bad  weaned  il,  wfaicfa  she  would  DOt 
äo,  nrither,  tili  it  could  roD  away  out  of  ber 
«nos.  Oh,  yes  !  doctor  II****  is  a  famoua 
BUtn,  ladeed,  as  yoii,  Sir,  have  so  lately  cx- 
perienced ;  biit  all  bis  ükill  could  not  aa.ve 

1  ter.  Jast  before  sbe  breathed  her  last  sigh 
■he  made  me  loosctbat  verypjcturc  from  ber 
Mck,  wtiich  sbe  woiild  never  before  let  any 
haman  creatare  lay  eye  or  band  upon.  She 
kissed  it  witb  ber  pale  cold  Ups  for  the  last 
tiiae;  tfaen,  tyiog  it  roand  ber  baby'a  neck, 

[  Said,  •  It  \a  yoUr  Falker's  likeness,  Mary ; 
Ob,  God  for^ve  and  bless  bitn  ever !'  feil 
bock,  snd  died. 

"Ilhink  poor  Willtookon  morc  tbaa  even 
her  own  fatber  did,  if  tbat  contd  be :  be  fol- 
lowcd  her  to  tbe  cbapel  ground,  witb  the  bab 
in  bis  arms,  in  spiteof  all  his  friends  advised 
to  the  coatrary,  and  came  back  as  orderly 
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as  the  otber  mouruers :  but  neither  gates  not 
locks,  walla  cor  man,  could  keep  bim  from 
retuming  by  hiicself  to  tbe  ^rave.  Night 
aOer  night  did  he  make  it  his  bed  ;  and  wo- 
maD  only  coüld  remedy  the  ill  nhicb  wovatm 
had  caused.  His  aged  niother  feil  Dpon  hew 
knees  beside  bim  upon  the  cold  damp  sod, 
and  prayed  him  uot  to  send  her  white  bairt 
down  to  the  dust  in  sorrow  by  dyiog  beforft 
her.  Will  is  her  only  child,  and  has  long 
been  also  her  only  support  and  comfort ;  ha 
rose  up  at  his  motbcr'a  bidding,  and  grew 
niore  settled  from  tbat  moment ;  but — Lor^ 
bc  good  unto  us! — we  shall  talk  tbts  poor 
soul  to  death :  see  if  hc  is  not  off  agaio  !*' 

The  remorse-racked  soul  ol'  the  calprif 
seemed,  indecd,  this  time,  to  have  finally  es- 
caped  itK  hoDse  of  mortal  punishment.  It 
was  long,  very  long,  ere  the  t'aintest  sign  of 
existence  could  be  perceived ;  but  when  ooce 
more  tbe  dormant  spark  of  ethereal  fire  was 
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rrblown  ioto  a  flame,  it  still  üeemed  to  gatber 
iocreased  streagth  from  that  very  cause  wfaich 
bad  Ihreatened  its  final  extinction.  In 
twelve  boars  after  rcceiTing  the  above  com- 
tnanicaUoii,  he  entreated  tbe  presence  of 
God's  tnie  senant,  the  Rev.  Mr.  ♦•••••*•••, 
vbo  remained  with  bim  more  thao  four  honrs. 
Prom  tbis  solemn  visit  Air.  Myrtleton  ap- 
peared  to  have  derived  a  large  accessioo  of 
mental  consolation:  tbe  next  day  he  wo» 
attended  by  a  gentlemaD  of  the  law,  to  nhom 
he  dictated  a  will,  which,  bcing  in  a  few  hours 
completed,  was  sigaed  by  himself  aad  four 
witoesses.  This  will  was  theo  deposited  in 
tbe  hands  of  the  worthy  clergyman  :  MyrÜe- 
loo  sorvivcd  ita  completion  several  bours, 
(hough  seemingly  in  an  utterly  lethargic  state; 
Uom  which  be,  at  Icngtb,  suddenly  aroused, 
to  enquire  für  bis  child. 

"  Yes,  my  child!"  he  iteiated  with  mora 
tban  human  emphasis.^  l(■^i■■•^4r*te■l^ 
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rang,  ac   ^M 


The  child  was  broaght,  and  sprang,  t 
cording  to  her  invariable  custom,  to  bis  bo'' 
soiQ :  ibr  a   few  momcDts   hc   sileDtly  gazed 
lipon  her  chenib  countenaDcc  wtth  a  look  in 
wUich  all  the  master  passions  coatending  iU 
biü  fast-breaking  heart  were  manifest ;  theo/ 
taking   hls  will  frora  the  attending  clergy-- 
man,  he  placed  it  in  her  little  hands,  saying/ 
'-'  Now,  my  Mary,  bush  your  father  lo  rest-  I 
for  the  last  dme  !"     He  closed  his  eyes  :  onai 
deep,  one  loag-drawn,    agonizing   sigh  ra4  1 
leased  bis   struggling   aonl,  and  Ute  eartblyi  1 
forfeit  was  completed ! 

Myrtleton  had,  nhile  a  captatn  in  Ihe  - 
rcgiment,  stationed  in  Ucal  Barracks,  ben  \ 
come  l'ascinated  by  the  exquisite  lovelineatf  | 
and  native  graces  of  the  innocent  Mary  Main- 
aait,  whose  kand,  indeed,  was  tlie  promiseit  1 
propetty  of  William  Watchit,  but  wbose  | 
heart  had  hitherto  slept  the  sleep  of  care- 
less,  ea^y,  unanimated  indi&rence,  tili  love 
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curred  lietweeu  thrm  at  her  owu  honse,  in 
(he  Walmer  Road ;  but  oii  the  evening  which 
preceded  tbe  dcpartnrc  of  thc  regiment  fron» 
Deal,  thc  insidious  lovcr  prevailed  on  the 
simple  aoDt.who  had  acceplcd  from  him  va- 
rious  valuable  presenfs,  lo  permit  their  Inst 
meetinf  to  be  cntircly  private.  The  adieus 
of  the  tender  atid  affiicted  Mary  were  mingied 
with  hcavy  sighs  and  hcart-wrung  tearst 
terrified  for  the  safety  of  her  lover,  who,  she 
was  but  too  well  aware,  was  going  to  imme' 
diäte  battle,  she  feil  into  a  paroxysm  of  grief 
and  fear;  and,  finally,  at  the  dreadful  nio- 
iiient  of  what  she  fcared  would  prove  an  ctcr- 
nal  Separation, fainted  inhisperfidiousannst 
and  regained  perception,  only  to  mourn  the 
bereavement  of  her  honour  and  bis  ultimate 
depaitnrc  togetber  t  ' 

Stung  by  regret  and  retnorse,  and  blasted 
by  shame,  she  had  brooded  in  despairing  st* 
lence  ovcr  her  calamity,  tili  nalure  unfor'. 
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tuiiatelf  revealed  it  for  her;  but  tbe  name 
of  ber  betrayct  ber  lips  refased  lo  dtsciose ; 
utd  Ihat  Beeret  woald  have  died  witb  ber 
oniy  confidaal,  tbe  impnident  and  greatiy  re- 
peatant  aoot,  whom  an  apoplexy  soon  after 
barried  oot  of  the  worM,  but  Tor  the  volan* 
lary  ackDOwleägment  of  the  cnuiDal  bltnself 
vhea  lipon  hie  death-bed,  as  tendered  to  the 
R«v.  Mr.  *•*••**•*. 

To  the  abovc  particulars,  Mr.  MyrUeton 
added  tbe  fnrtber  information,  that  in  tbe 
\e>y  first  actio«  which  took  place  aller  tbe 
anival  of  the  regimeDt  in  Bclglum,  be  bad 
received  a  dangcrous  wonod  in  bis  side, 
which,  thougb  after  some  ttme  of  exquisite 
sofleriog,  8Upcrficially  bealed,  bad  oiost  ub- 
doobtedly  laid  the  fouadation  of  the  tor- 
turing  intenia)  malady  wbicb  soon  aßer  com* 
meoced  its  ravages  ;  and  bad,  from  its  very 
Acst  gemtination,  beea  incessantly,  though 
ituiidioaslyt  bcnding  bJm  towatds  the  grave. 
D2 
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At  Ibe  concUisign  ol'  thc  war,  lic  had,  iu 
üoiuiequeticc  of  bis  wearing  iodisposition, ' 
quitted  thc  Service,  and  rcpaircd,  on  invila-' 
tion,  to  spend  some  weeks  at  the  country' 
seat  of  a  noble  friend  in  Oxfordsbire ;  nhere/' 
partiolly  recoveriog  bis  healtb  aod  spirits/ 
he  had,  at  a  neighboaring  assembly,  cbancc^ 
to  dancc  with  the  odI;  child  and  sole  beiress 
oi'  a  wcalthy  mcrchant  of  South  America, 
of  wliich  quarter  of  Ibe  globc  the  elegant 
Miss  Rodrigußz,  who  was  of  Spanisfa  de- 
scent,  was  berself  a  native.  This  young  lady, 
who  had  received  her  education  in  England, 
hadbecome,notniany  months  beforc  Iierfirst 
iotroductioD  to  MyrÜeton  (by  the  news  of 
her  father'ä  docease  at  Lima),  the  undisputed 
mistress  of  a  fortune  of  eighty  Ihousand 
pounds.  The  äattering  preposscssion  in  fa- 
TOur  of  her  accomplished  partner,  whicb  Üic 
Peruviau  bciress  had  but  too  evidently  ma- 
nifested,  failcd   not   of  producing   thc  most 
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iDdanuuabl«  eflects  upoa  thevanity,  Üic  gal- 
laaUy,  aad  the  seil- interest  of  the  flattered 
object  of  80  disÜDguisbed  and  disinterested 
a  preferenc«.  The  iady  was  the  etive  of  a 
near  relaüoo  ot*  &lyitlctoii'ä  noble  host,  and, 
fortanalely  to  h'ts  wisbes,  resident  in  tlie 
net^bboarbood.  An  acijuaiiitance  (tnost  aa- 
bidüotuly  culüvated  oa  bis  part)  euaued, 
dating  whicb  the  fair  and  wealthy  heiress 
more  and  more  nnreservedly  faimed  tbe  as 
piring  äames  of  a  paäsionwbicb  sbe  beiieved 
kiodled  at  tbe  altar  of  love,  but  which,  in 
trutbj  ooly  derived  its  existence  from  tbe 
tofchof  ambition.  Nor  did  slie  long  refuse 
lo  tite  ardcot  sie{;e  of  the  young  soldier  the 
*^lire  sarreoder  of  heart,  band,  and  fortune ; 
«ad  wbile  the  poor  neglected  Rose-hud  of 
Deal,  whicb  bis  inteinperate  passiou  bad 
bligbtfld,  vas  suficred  to  bend,  laden  with 
ilD  bosomcd  canker,  in  wilbering  descrtioii, 
Ifac  faUc   Myrtleton  won    tu   bis  triumphant 
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arniä   a    ricker    but   oot    a   more  deserving 
bride. 

Soot)  aller  bis  anion  with  Miss  Rodriguev, 
the  discovered  perfidy  and  extensive  pecu- 
lations  of  the  agent  employed  in  ibe  care 
and  direction  of  her  immense  property  lo 
South  America,  induced  Myrtleton  to  ab- 
company  bis  lady  (tben  in  tbe  most  intcresU 
ing  of  all  female  coadiüons)  back  to  her  na- 
tive  qountry,  where,  a  few  moaths  after  ber  * 
arrival,  she  dicd  in  cbild-birth  of  a  son,  who 
did  not  long  survive  bis  youthful  mother. 

The  duties  of  respect  whlch  bc  owed  to 
bis  gencrous  wifc's  memory,  as  well  as  a 
severe  accession  of  bis  bitherto  only  dor- 
mant  complaint,  detained  Myrtleton  somo 
time  in  America  :  at  Iciigtb,  burthcocd  with 
excesäive  wealth,  tvasted  by  Jncurablc  dis- 
easc,  and  goadcd  by  an  awakcncd  and  ulcet- 
ated  conscicncc,  bc  cmbarked  for  £urope, 
rcsolvcd  to  uß'cr  (if  lifc  »bould    buld   out  so  ■ 


toog)  a  late,  but  heart-dictated  reparation  to 
bis  iojured  Rose-bud!  Biit  long  ere  tlio 
tempest-boubled  aod  unosnally  protracted 
Toyage  was  (erminatcd,  thc  vjolcnt  exaccr- 
bations  whtch  sea  sickness  the  most  exces- 
sive  occasioned  to  bis  already  almost  insnp- 
portable  malady,  joioed  to  tbe  perpetnal 
^awings  ofremorae,  and  thc  severe  local 
iaconvcnienccs  and  dcprivations  wbicb  he 
tmavoidably  cxpcricnccd  in  conacquenco  of 
thc  loss  of  his  faithiul  valct,  v/ho  died  of  an 
iaflammatory  Icver  at  tbc  very  commencc- 
mcot  of  thc  voyage,  all  unitcd  to  throw  bim 
in(D  a  State  of  complicated  suffcring  which 
bourijr  menacod  biä  dissolutioh,  and,  finally, 
ocjirly  deprived  him  of  the  mental  sanity, 
as  vrellas  corporeal  cnergy,  nccc»sary  to  ac- 
compUsh  the  dcarcst,  and  now  last  rcniaio- 
ing  purposc  of  his  soul,— nanicly,  tbc  ac- 
koowledginent  of  bis  crime. 

Il  may,  perbaps,  bc  interestin};  loadd,  that 
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Mr.  Myrllolon's  will,  of  which    bis  noble 
IViend  in   Oxfordshire,   nnd   a  certain  cum>- 
inaDder  of  high  mihtary   fame,   werc  named 
Ihe  exccuturs,    after  providiog  very  band'^ 
soinely  for  Üie  infirm  and  aged  father  of  poa*i  1 
Mary,  and   the    respectable   and  vcnorablft  ] 
mother  of  William  Watcbit,  during  their  liveafj  I 
bestowed  upon  that  devoted  lover  himself  m 
legacy  of  ten  Ihousaud  poiinds ;  to   hin   acf« 
ccptance  of  whicli  bequest  was  annexcd  Üw 
sole  guardianship  of  bis  lovcd   Mary's  oSi 
spring,  but  which  office  was,  on  liis  refusin^  1 
the  tcnns  of  Üie  tcstameof,  to  ruvert  to  ti»  1 
nobleman  beforc  named  as  Joint  cxe&utor  ofl 
Ihe  will.    To  Ibe  ckild  bersolf,  witb  tlie  ejbj  ] 
ccption  of  a  fcw  other  haudeomc  Legacie«^  ] 
among  wlikb  the   nameä  of   the   Rev.  Mrt>J 
•*■**•**••,  the  friendly  Captajn,  his  lwi(|  1 
niedical  assistaots,  and  thoee  of  bis  kiod  aoit   ' 
attentive  Dealnurscä,appGarcd  conspicuoiiq«  j 
Mr.  MyrÜctou  bcqucalhcd  Ibu  ivhole  residu*  . 
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my  only  remaining  prospoct  ol'  happiness  in 
Ibis  life,  to  act  a  l'athcr'»  part  by  her;  and 
noDc  but  God  and  my  own  heart  can  witncss 
uponwhat  bitter  terms  I  iiow  obtaiQ  the  pri- 
vilege !" 

liecanghtupthc  child.and  closely  clasped 
her  to  his  labouring  bosoni,  while  hisbeavy 
tears  teil  fast  upoii  tlie  beautcous  head  amidst 
wbosc  Silken  ringlets  hin  glowing  face  de- 
clined. 
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HOW  TO  WIN    A   SUPPER. 
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SUlMrtiMKetit. 


The  italian  Scholur  will  moU  probablj/f  on  rcading  tke 
retpective  opening  gehemet  qf  mv  Faur  Htrt9%  meadfim^- 
reeur  to  a  Utile  Mtovjf  extant  in,  Ike  Italian  Comic  Naveila^  , 
oJid  aa  readUy  pereeive  at  how  early  a  »tage  qfmg  Fable 
tke  rcsemblance  nhich  mag  have  etruck  him  entiretg  ends. 
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rmmediate  Separation  appeared.  indeed, 
the  most  probable  pledge  of  tbeir  g:eneral 
safety ;  but  in  those  sworn  brothers  Ibe  love 
of  sociality,  equally  prevaleot  with  that  of 
craft,  seemed  to  acquire  accession  of  streugÜi 
from  that  very  menace  of  daoger,  which, 
actiii^on  less  constant  priDciplcs.mighlhave 
occa&ioncd  its  eutire  extinctioa ;  so,  like 
Iheir  ilhislrious  countryman  of  old,  magna- 
nimously  banishing  (hose  misjudging  rulers 
wbo  bad  baniahed  them,  they  turned  theic. 
backs  on  ßoiue,  audtook,  io  Company,  thein 
way  towards  the  smiling  and  yet  untried,  unM 
trodden  fields  of  Tnscany. 

Oisguised  as  way-worn  pilgritns,  tbejt 
languidly  entered  the  grass-grown  streetseS 
the  once  bnsy  and  once  populoiis  city  of  Pissy 
leading  with  them  a  young  light-coloured  ass; 
whose  panniers  contamed  Ihe  wholo  and  en- 
tire  stork  and  amount  of  Iheir  worldly  good« 
and  possessions;  but,had  ourpenitenUhca^' 
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at  ibat  tDoment  calied  apon  to  make  theii 
fiiAl  wtdit  at  tbe  dread  jtistice-seat  of  Mino«, 
lliot  impartial  aod  naemng  judge  would,  aller 
assigning  tbcir  sonls  to  Plato  as  bis  oust  nn- 
coDtestible  fee,  bare  fouDd  il  a  matter  of  not 
qaite  tts  facile  compassing  to  düpose  of  tbe 
before-mentiiHied  ass,  its  panoiers,  and  tbcir 
nuilti&rioas  coatents,  eitber  as  readily  ot  aa 
«tuitably. 

Uany  sammonses  tnost  bare  beeo  isaoed, 
and  DOtices  posted  op,  bulh  ia  tbe  apper  and 
netber  worlds,  demandiog  tbe  attendaoce  of 
tbe  variouä  parties  to  whom  tbose  naneroiu 
aod  beterogeneoos  pioperties  bad  fonuerij 
tmlj  and  distinctljr  appended,  and,  more- 
over,  wioos  pcrplexing,  and  probably  not 
rooArkably  btief,  cbaocery  soits  migfat  bave 
bcen  expecied  in  Errbos,  ere  tbe  several  con- 
teadiog  claimants  had  litigated,  and  ubtaioed 
thal  portion  of  jastic«  wbicb  law  luually  dis- 
B  :  Ulla  Biadi,  howerer,  is  certain,  Ihat, 
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H  ,  to  irhomsoever  the  rerundmcnt  or  allotment 

W  ot  the  articles  in  question  migbt  have  re- 

I  verted,onr/o(fr  gentlemen  defendants  woald, 

W  after   passing  the  verge  of  existencc,  have 

remained  quite  as  bare  as   they  were  wheo 
first  entering  upon  it. 

Each  of  those  seemina:  pilgrims,  who  were 
distinguished  among  theinsclvcsby  tho  name» 
of  Reynardi,  Fabritio,  Jiaromo,  and  Sala-' 
tro,  were  severally  received,  and  hospitably 
eiiterlained  and  accommodated  for  the  night^ 
at  the  dwellings  of  difTerentPisayniantrades- 
men.     Fahricio's  hosl  was  a  nierry,  paciflc, 
punchy,  little  wine-merchant^full  asmellow, 
bat  not  quite  as  spirited,  as  the  Uquor  htf  | 
vended.     The  cntertainer  of  Jiacomo  wasa> 
fat-headed  bntcher,  a  very  Ackilks   for  bra-' 
very,  but  not  tau  well  read.     It  was  Salatro'v   i 
chance  (o  becoine  the  gucst  of  a  rieh  baker's-  J 
ugly  widow,  who  could,  in  fact,  not  read  at*  J 
all,  yet  fancied  herseif  both  handsome  and"  I 
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cnidite,  and  dcarly  lorcd  tö  bc  ogled  and 
discouracd,  as  il'  olher  folks  Uiought  her  so 
U>o  :  and  Reyoardi's  quaiters  were  üxed  for 
tbe  tirae  beingwith  an  old,  infirm,  jealonsy- 
craz«doil-deaIcr,  newly  yokcd,  for  the  sins 
nf  his  youth,  to  a  lovely,  sprigbtly,  mirth- 
loringlass,  scarcely  yet  sixteen. 

Ckarity,  we  are  laught,  Covers  a  miiltitude 
of  sins;  and  in  good  trath,  notwilhstanding 
the  very  opposite  precepts  and  practice,  too, 
»f  n  certaia  scct,  who-io  convcnient  and 
»iriu?  doclrines  bave  bccome  but  too  fashi- 
onably  prevalent,  we  do  not  acniplo  to  own 
oBTselves  of  the  samc  antiquated  opinion, 
re^nÜDg  faitb  without  good  works  as  of 
little  better  worth  tban  the  barren  fig-tree; 
Lbongfa,  iu  Hooth,  it  must  bc  admitted  tbat  the 
cttarity  of  the  piona  Pisaynians  did  extend 
ifat  «mple  skirts  a  litüetou  widdy,  whenthey 
eaigerly  wnslled  for  the  holy  boiionr  of  suc- 
vul,.  I.  H 


couring  our  four  worlhiea,  upon  wliom  thcy 
literally  squandered  away  thoirgood  Ihinga. ' 

Still  the  fault  of  thcse  simple  folk  was,  at 
vtQist,  btit  oiie  upon  the  right  .side ;  and  jt  is 
furlhermore  chronicled,  to  the  credit  of  even 
rcligion's  wrapping  gowns,  that  those  wolva 
in  sheep's  clothing  kept,  during  tbeir  sojoura 
beneath  tlie  rafters  of  tlieirzcalous  ealerlain- 
erä,  an  unintcrruptcdly  holy  sabbath  froin 
all  species  and  degrecs  of  peculalion  wbat- 
ever:  tbus  fully  exemplifyingtbc  truth  of  the 
prorerb,  which  alledgcs  that  tbcre  niay  be 
honour  ei>en  among  thieves.  It  bi,bcaides,af- 
finncd  (bat  this  we  do  not  presume  to  promul- 
gate  as  an  indubitable  verity),  that  (heir  cba- 
racteristic  parting  benedictions  on  the  kind 
Pisayoians  proved  quite  as  cfficacious  as 
such  blesaings  usually  do  turn  out. 

Well  rested,  restored,  ^id  replenisbed  wll^ 
the  moat  delirate,  seasonable,  and  savoiiry 
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viaiHl»,  their  scrip»,  too,  each  cqnaily  ea- 
richod  wjüi  ampl«  provisioDs  for  a  mid-day 
lanchcon,  did  oar  sainls  sally  forth  tlio  next 
moruin^,  and,  reassembling  at  an  obscitre 
osttria,  where  they  had  on  tbe  preceding  night 
deposited  the  fi&s  and  bis  burtbcn,  they  to- 
f:<^or  procecded  towards  a  ruinated  and  ut- 
terly  desertcd  vUla,  which  they  had  previ- 
ooBly  noted  and  reconnoitered,  sitaated  not 
rar  fron  tbe  environs  ot'  tho  city:  herc  Ihoy 
Setup  their  temporary  rest,  well  assured  ol' 
itsprovinglo  them,  if  not  a  convenient,  al 
le-aat  a  safe  and  unintcrropted  asylnm;  and, 
rollecting  and  drawing  around  them,  with 
almort  instinctive  appreciation,  the  few  scaU 
tered  and  dilapidated  agremens  nhich  it  still 
affiorded,  they  passed  tbe  tirst  day  and  mgbt 
ot  tfaetr  abode  in  this  new  residence  in  a  dl* 
lided  and  diversißed  course  of  conviviafily, 
coiuntttation,  and  repose. 

Th«    ensuing;    momiog    was    devoted   (o 
E2 
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vi'igs  and    ^M 


action;  and,  havine;  dofTt^d  tlieir  wigi 
their  lienrds,  their  wrinkles,  contraclions, 
aud  rlicuniatigms,  togelher  withall  the  atten- 
dant  parapherna]ia  of  gowns,  cloaks,  boods, 
staves,  scrips,  and  scallops,  having,  in  fine, 
as  much  aa  was  hamaiily  aod  tlieatrically 
possible,  recreated  themselves  and  their  cos- 
tnmcs,  tliey  sct  forward,  bat  at  disUnct  m- 
tcrrals  and  separate  paths,  for  tho  so  lately 
left  city  of  Pisa,  chargcd  nitb  the  laudable 
purpose  of  paying  second  Visits  to  their 
recent  hospitable  bosts,  in  the  cbaractcra 
of  old  friends  with  new  faces. 

Signier  Reynardi  it  was  wbo  Icd  the  raa 
of  this  redoubtable  achievement ;  and  on  the 
very  succeeding  morning  to  that  on  whicb  he 
had  taken  his  departure  from  the  abode  of 
Gasparo  Saldi,  the  old  oilman,  did  ho,  in  a 
complctely  diScreat  form  and  character, 
prescnt  bim.sc1l^  lo  bis  utterly  unrecognizing 
entertaincr:    the  address  of  his  warebonse, 
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whicfa  was  sitaated  at  some  distance  front 
hfa  dwelling,  be  bad  previonsly  accuratel; 
asccrtained ;  aod  so  completely  and  cntirely 
was  bis  hair,  comptesion,  gait,  figure,  voice, 
dresa,  and  address,  metamorphoscd,  that 
qnickcr  sooses  and  more  acute  iotellects  Ihan 
Uiose  of  (be  pDrbliad,  palsied,  andcredulous 
bridegroom,  might  bave  proved  equally  un- 
eqaal  to  tbe  offices  of  recoltection  and  detec- 
tionofbislale  age,  travel.and  penance-wom 
pilgrim  gaest.  A  l>road-laughing,  youthfnl, 
and  rnddy  visage,  beightencd  to  a  glow 
cven  beyond  its  natural  lint  by  tbe  aid  of 
vrrmiUon,  was  now  released  from  tbe  shadc 
of  loog  and  tbick  elf  locks  of  grcy  bair,  by 
wbich  it  bad  lately  becn  nearly  hidden :  tliose 
vt-nerablc  treascs,  lo  whicb  a  comely  beard 
of  the  sanie  time-btaacbed  bue  bad  served 
as  an  indispensable  appendage,  were  now 
rxcbangcd  foT  a  smooth  cbin   and  a  brigbt 
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L  cttrruty  polv  ol'  coarae  and  crixped  curliog 
L  liRir,  ovcTLopped  by  a  littlo  loobying  hat, 
shapcd  (luost  of  any  tbing)  like  uulo  a 
I  platter:  red  worsted  hose  with  blue  clocks, 
a  paii  of  clooted  brogucs,  aud  a  fustian 
IVock.  with  brass  buttomi,  completcd  the 
masqueradc  habit  of  Signior  Reynardi,  who 
had,  morcover,  provideü  himscÜ  with  a  mo- 
(Ißrate  sizcd  barrel,  into  which  was  thrust  a 
large  picce  of  iicw  i^ponge. 

Oll  arriving  at  tlie  oil  depüt  of  bis  lale 
friondly  eutcrtaiDer,  be  divesled  biiiiself  of 
the  vessel  wbich  he  bad  bitherto  borne  oii 
hitj  Shoulder  wilb  very  littlc  ccremoDy, 
allowing  it  to  alight  upon  the  stonc  sink  by 
which  the  oil  vats  worc  surrounded,  with 
Kuch  a  bouucc  as  madc  the  iQÜrm  veiider  of 
olive-Juice  to  Jitart  up,  io  tcrror  aod  dismay, 
ouL  of  bis  big  Icalhcru  aim-cbair,  in  whirhhc 
was  wout  to  sit  at  the  lecciptof  ciiätom,  oil- 


times  relieviog  the  tediam  ol'  delay  betwecn 
ihe  etUrance  of  one  costomer  and  another  by 
a  Short  aap. 

Witii  much  tremorand  emotion,  occasion- 
ed  by  the  lUgeDtlemaDneria  whicb  bis  osual 
derotions  to  Morpbeas  bad  been  broke  in 
upon,  tbc  sentor  civilly  cnqaired  the  c 
mands  of  tbe  boisterons  boor,  wlio,  Jn  a 
coarse  Toice  and  bergamasco  accent,  replied, 
"  Wby,  gaffer,  somebody  most  fiU  this  two 
ciallon  barrel  with  best  olive  oil,  for  my 
master,  8{^ior  Lazarro  Malalcsta,  Lbe  No- 
lary.  Uut,  death's  hcads  and  cross  bones! 
wbaf  has  sach  a  poor  old  dmelling  daddy 
na  yoti,  with  one  foot  in  bis  grave  alrcady, 
done  to  be  set  hcrc  to  mind  shop,  stcad  of 
mamping  yoar  oil  pap  and  coriander  by  the 
hearth  stde  at  bome  1  But,  bere,  old  skin- 
and-bone,  teil  me  wbicb  ia  tbc  n<;ht  vat, 
and  1*11  help  tnyselt'.  Nothing  likc  ahowing 
roapocl  to  agc." 


Tfac  would-be-thought  vigoroas  bride- 
g;roo[ii  of  youth  and  lovelincss  was  not  a 
littlc  chagrined  at  a  slyle  of  address  and 
inode  of  coodolence  equally  harsh,  just,  and 
unäcasonable;  yct,  blessing  bis  friendly  stam 
Üiat  tbe  II n welcome  impertinenceof  bismstic 
customcr  was  uüercd  oat  of  tbe  bearing  of  bis 
vemal  belpmate,  he  proceedcd,  ^vitii  tnore 
nimt)lencä3  tban  bis  appcarance  promiscd, 
to  deal  ont  tbo  required  cominodity,  wbich 
having  measurcd,  bc  by  ineans  of  a  fuund 
poured  into  tbe  bungholc  of  tbo  barrcl. 

"  Bat  you  must  Ict  thc  barrel  bide  berc  a 
while  yetj  tbough,  before  I  can  pay  you  fof 
tbe  oil,  gaSTer,"  said  tbo  prctendcd  lont,. 
"  bccausc  I  bave  a  sum  to  rcccive  first  fot; 
master  from  Gabricilo  Stro/ai,  tbe  rieb  wool-' 
len-draper,  whose  sbop  is  over  against  tbe 
Albergo  Reale ;  and  tben  I  will  comc  back, 
directly  and  fotcli  it  away.  But  do  you  hcarl 
Mind  niy  advicc,  gaflcr ;   gct  to  bcd  as  BO(Mi> 
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newiy  aet  up  in  business  here,  will  draw 
it  up  for  yoa  in  all  clerk-wisc  fashion, 
and,  besides,  write  a  crocodile  to  it  as  long 
as  you  plcasc  into  the  bargain :  and  since 
one  good  tarn  deserves  another,  as  ke  has 
beg;an  by  givin<^  you  his  custom,  you  may 
well  änifih  by  letting  hitn  have  yaur's." 

Havin^BO  spoken.tUeprelended  domestWl 
»r Signior  Malatcata  took  an  basty  departure ; 
not,  indoed,  exactly  towards  tlie  abode  of 
Gabricilo  Strozzi,  the  rieh  woollen-draper, 
over  against  the  Atbergo  Reale,  but  back 
again  lo  the  ruined  villa,  designing  there 
lo  quietly  await  the  sufficient  absorption  of 
old  Gasparo  Datdl's  best  olive  oil  into  his 
faithfiil  and  retcntivc  sponge,  whose  innu- 
mcTouä  mouths  were  all  aa  indcfatigably  arl 
cffectively  employed  in  that  most  conseqnent 
and  profitable  Operation. 

The  ncxt  of  thoso  noble  knights  of  invcn- 
tion  who  voluatccred  his  devoir  was  Sigtil« 
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caJted  Vincentio  Melo,  and  was,  as  ve  have 
before  specificd,  a  vcndcr  of  Uic  hcart- 
iDSpiriiig  Juice;  and,  fastening  his  beast  to 
Ihe  doorway,  enlered  tbe  shed  with  the  long 
stridc  and  assured  stcp  of  a  Teady-monej 
custonier.  With  a  practice  distorted  coaa^j 
tcnancc  maligtily  squinting  from  beneath  ä; 
wild  bush  of  coarse  raTen  hair,  he  surveyed 
bis  good'humoured  host,  and  then,  with  a 
fcrociouä  voicc,  inoat  rcscmbling  the  growl 
of  a  hungry  bcar  disturbed  at  his  dinner, 
cnquircd  the  statcd  market  pricc  of  the  bi 
red  wine  of  scven  vintagcs  age. 

Somcwhat  sarpriscd  at  tlic  ominous  tones] 
of   his  new  customer,   the  nibicund  deali 
neycrthelcss   specificd,  wilh   iicarly  all 
acciistomcd  suavily  of  sound,   tbc  regiili 
pricc  of  his   nectar,    and    was   tbercupon, 
with  a  tnost  ungracioiis  Aiitnj)/i/  direcicd  to 
mcaKUTG  off  cight  gallons. 

\\\ü\c  thus  cmploycd  at  llio  furlhi 
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cislern,  Fabricio,willi  ther-clerilyof  (hoiiglil, 

disen^aged  bis  barrel  from  thc  ass's  back,  aod 

adroitly  and  sUently  set  it  upon  a  stand  de- 

si^ed  for  ttiat  parpose,  taking:  care  to  place 

tbe  bang  bole  uppermost,  ioto  which  bc  also 

officiously  inserted  a  funnel.     By  Ibis  time 

tbe  vcnder  bad  brouglit  tbe  reqniüitc  quantily 

of  «-ine  in   fwo   brimming   mcasures,  and, 

baring  poarcd  into  the  barrel  their  delicious 

I  Contents,  placldly  waited  witb  open  palm 

I  bis  gentle  customer's  leisure  to  disburse  the 

I  stipalated  payment:   but  Signior  Fabricio 

I  (wbose  designs  by   no  means  harmonized 

wilh  Ibose  of  tbe  felicitous  minister  of  Bac- 

cbiu,  and  tvbo  bad,  during  Ibe  Operation  of 

k  tnuDsrerring  the  Contents  of  the  mcasures  into 

\  Lis  rcssel,  seemed  earnestly  engaged  in  ob- 

I  seiring  some  object  without  doors)  suddeoly 

I  (nmed  sbort  apon   the  honest  fcllow,  and 

labnipüy  demanded  to  taste  tbe  liquor  be- 


fore  hc  paid  for  it,  motiouiiig  at  the  sanio 
Rionteat  to  tilt  Ihe  barrel. 

"  Hold,  Signior  !  cried  the'SDpiiEtäd'^tiie- 
merchant: " Santo JovannitorhiäsyoustiöiOS' 
find  the  rules  and  usages  of  the  wine-trad« 
violated  beneath  the  shcdofViDcentio  Melo. 
Hold,  I  conjure  you,  nor  shake  yoar  barrel, 
l'or  the  lovc  of  good  liquor.  Wait  bul  a 
breath  of  Urne,  and  I  will  fetch  you  such  a 
sample  of  your  bargain,  as  will  prove  that 
I  am  Dcitber  a  churi  of  my  commodityj  i 
vain  boaster  of  its  merits." 

Thus  sajinf ,  he  ran  off  to  the  same  clslcnl 
from  vvhcDce  hc  had  just  served  the  ejgtn 
gallons  of  wine,  and  tlie  next  instant  rcfurn?] 
ed  with  a  pint  goblet  brimfu!  of  the  generoos  j 
fluid,  which,  with  a  smile  warm  as  the  s 
which  had  sublimated  its  flavour,  he  presenC 
ed  to  the  grumpish  buycr. 

*'  Pray,  gaffer,"  cries    the  taster    (ad 

-■  Li-'-, 
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rfraioiDg  tbo  goblet)  "call  you  this   Iiquid~ 
Irin«  or  vinegar  T' 

"  Yintgar!  Signior,"  echoed  the  astoanded 
dcaler :  "  Why,  'tis  not  ooly  smooÜi  as  oil 
«nd  stTüug  as  aquafortis,  bat  sweeter  than 
boQey.  Santo  Javanni  restore  your  palatol 
Bat  sarety  you  can  be  oDly  jokiDgt" 

'■'Joking!"  iterated  the  surly  custoiner, 
caUiog  up  a  still  more  diabolical  cast  of 
coaBtenaiice ;  "dol  look  \i\i.e  sl  joker?  1  am 
apt  to  beticve,  tliougb,  'Us  you,  sirrab,  nhu 
are  attempüng  to  put  off  some  of  tho.se  sick- 
ly  sort  of  wares  upon  me.  But  bc  assured, 
old  sackbut,  QOtwithstanding  the  noted  har- 
mony  of  your  construction,  I  shal!  quickly 
beat  yoo  into  doleful  diäcord,  uiiless  yoa 
lortbwitb  Stint,  or  rather  completeiy  swalluw 
down  again  altogetber,  your  late  idle  rhodo- 
Dootade,  which  is  as  doli,  flat,  vapid>  and 
nnvcndtble,  as  Ute  vile  stum  it  was  meant 
to  ealogixe." 


64 


I 


IC  laugliing,  ^M 
it  vou  liave     ™ 


"  Duil,  Hat,  vapid!"  repoatod  tlic  li 
scIler:  "  by  the  Lord,  Pudrone,  liut  you  liave 
been  tastiag  more  wiiic  thaD  minc  this  morn- 
ing ;  at  all  events,  most  certaia  it  is  that  you 
caxinot  see  what  you  say.    X  miuute  ago,  Ihe-  i 
winc  was  aour,  aud  now  it  is  vapid," 

"You  lie!"  cried  the  sbarper,  who  had  I 
measured  bis  man  both  mentally  aod  corpo-  I 
really,  and  dreaded  oot  to  bazard  tbc  retort>  | 
provocative:  "it  is  your  wtV  which  I  said  I 
was  vapid;  it  is  your  wt»e  (I  still  maiutaiii'  I 
Uic  assertion)  wbich  is  sour." 

"Then  'tis  your  Lupo  Manaro*  visage," 
cried  Uic  momently  vexed  lactor  of  Baccbua*>  I 
"  wfaicb  bas  tunied  it  so,  since  that  is  boutoti  J 
Ihan  verjuice  itself.  But  bete  1  here!"  (re/l 
tilliog:  the  gublet)  "  since  a  little  poison  killte  1 
a  load  may  eure ;  so  laste  again 

"  Viiiegar,  quotba  !  Why  the  tnan's  be-,  , 
witched :  'tis  neclar," 
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"  It  is,  in  truth,  a  draught  fit  for  no  mortal 
palate,"  rejobted  the  inflexible  fault  finder, 
aogrily  repulsing  the  proffered  gobict ;  "  so 
speedüy  bring  hither  your  measures,  and  re- 
ceive  back  your  potion,  or  I  swcar  I  will 
diächai^  the  contents  of  my  barrel  into  the 
market  foantaio,  and  prove  the  truth  of  my 
disparagement,  and  the  quality  of  your  mana- 
factur«,  by  poisoning  half  the  cify.  Quick, 
quick,  I  say"  (tilting  the  barrel),  "  or  rely 
upon  it  l'll  complain  to  the  Inspector  of  the 
Wioes." 

"  Complain  to  the  Devil,  if  you  will,"  cried 
the  at  lengtfa  thoroughly  enraged  wine-mer- 
chant ;  "  and  to  him  I  recommend  all  sach 
'pestUent  cnstomers!"  then  malgre  enough 
(tMilieTing  he  bad  either  an  idiot,  a  dmnkard, 
or  a  lunatic  to  deal  with,  and  willing  to  re- 
Cover  bis  mach-traduced  wine  at  any  rate), 
looking  one  way  and  rowing  another,  he  held 
op  auGcessively  the  two  measures,  whicb, 

TOL.    I.  F 


I  baving  been  < 

i  few  black  bei 
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baving  been  tlul;  repleuislied,  not  without  a 
few  black  benedictions  on  both  sides,  be  in- 
staaüy  carried  back  to  and  restoied  to  bis 
tbereby  somewhat  impoverished  störe. 

Meaowbile  the  profitable  customer  lost  no 
time  in  bunging  ap  bis  barrel,  and  slinging 
it  to  tbe  ass ;  tben,  mouating  the  animal 
himself,  he  jogged  off,  at  a  no  rery  slow  pace, 
toward  the  ruined  villa  of  reudezvous,  laden 
witb  two  gallons  of  excellent  and  very  mo-. 
dciately  diluted  table  wine. 

The  other  gentlemen,  Signiors  Salatro 
and  Jiacotno,  were  equally  nieritoriously 
employed  in  dißerent  negotiations,  wbich 
we  shall  fortbwiüi  proceed  to  describc. 

Attired  in  a  neat  gold-buttoned  suit  of 
snuff-colour,  of  tbe  rigbt  calcalatiog  cut,  a 
snug  bob,  and  catrying  also  a  hat,  cane,  and 
countcnance  all  of  trucccnt,  pcrccnt.  dimen- 
sions,  Jiacomo  sougbt  Ihe  dwcUing  of  bis 
liberal  cntertaincr,  Pietro  Buffalomanzo,  tbe 
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Tsliant  bntclier,  and,  stepping  into  the 
stored  shop  with  an  air  of  liasly  earnestness, 
conmiaDded  the  bowing  apprentice  to  suni' 
moD  bis  masler  iminediately,  as  his  time  was 
precions ;  and  no  aooner  did  he  »et  his  eyes 
opOQ  his  recent  host,  thao  he  thus  accoated 
the  respect-stnick  man  of  mutton,  whO|  per- 
fectly  ancoQscious  of  tbc  change  put  apon 
hhn.stoodbumblytwirlinghis  greasy  tbram- 
cap  before  bim. 

"  Pietro  BoiTalonianzo,  yon  are,  I  learn, 
a  young  man  newly  set  np  in  business  V' 

"Yes,  hoQOorablc  Signior,"  replied  the 
obseqnioas  botcher,  in  the  most  piano  tone 
be  coald  assume ;  "  quite  fresk  in  the  trade, 
as  one  may  say." 

"  And  lately  manied  too,  are  yon  not  T" 

"  Ay,  moat    aerene   Signior,    to  a  tender 

yonng  lamb   of  my  motiier's  own   rearing, 

as  one  may  say,  since  she  was  an  orpban 

broDght  ap  in  oor  family.     None  of  yonr 
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i  well-       ^1 


luucby  tough  old   ewes  tbr   Pielro    Bufralo« 
manzo's  market." 

"Right,  right,  my  good  lad,"  crics  Jia-iH 
como,  (ecboiiig  the  bntcher's  sclf-congratit^  J 
latory  laugh):  "in  youlh's  spriogf,  or  thatf  i 
of  the  year  either,  who  woald  do  penanco*! 
011  goat's  äesh,  wheo  Uiey  might  luxuriata^ 
upoD  lamb  ?  But,  prithee,  teil  me,  hava  j 
you  a  good  sale  here  for  horns'f  Ihey  arol 
getting  up  at  thc  Leghorn  market,  I  caamosfi 
credibly  aasurc  you ;  for,  since  the  Moors 
iiavc  takeo  to  use  combs  to  thcir  beards,  and 
kDives  to  thcir  meat,  iaütead  of  tnaking  tbeir 
owo  fingcTS  servethe  double  offico  of  disea-^ 
tangling  the  one  and  dividing  thc  othcr,  körn  I 
Is  the  universal  demand  alt  over  the  Lcvant,^ 
By  the  bye,  friend  Buffalomanzo,  how  are« 
your  hides?" 

"  MiHe'a  tough  enough,"  aoswered  the  but«^ 


eher. 


1  discontented  look :  "  Odc  can'l^ 
be  busy  before  and  behiod  too,"  (pointJag' 
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Mitb  one  haod  to  his  ahop  and  wi(li  thc  other 
(o  bis  feil-yard),  "  and  so  I  teil  my  wifb :  but 
it 's  early  days  yot ;  I  Warrant  I  gel  rid  of 
'em  at  last,  aa  well  as  tbe  reat  of  my  ncigh- 
boors.  No  putting  me  offwith  less  than  my 
price,  because,  fursooth,  they  preteod  thc 
narket'g  overstocked.  Wby,  J'd  as  soou 
biuw  up  a  reilmoDger ." 

"As  youwould  a  Shoulder  of  veal,  no 
doubt,"  interrupted  Jiacomo. 

"Ay,  that  I  would,"  cries  tbe  valorous 
fautcber,  "orkoock  him  downas  rcadily ." 

"As  yoD  would  a  bullock,  I  darc  say. 
But  all  tbis  is  Idle  cbat— mcre  offal  to  tbe 
matter  I  have  iu  view;  and,  as  1  told  your 
boy,  my  time  is  precious,  so  let  us  to  tbe 
pointatonce.  I  am  a  man  of  few  worda, 
bat  much  Observation ;  and  having,  by  diut 
of  that  quality  with  whicb  I  am  gifted,  dis- 
covered  you,  even  in  tbis  short  interval,  to 
be  that  Gltiog  object  of  my  patronage  whicb 
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you  have  been  doscribcd,  have,  iu  conse- 
queiicc,  iiicoutiuently  determiDed  to  recom- 
mend  you." 

"  Most  hoQourablo  Signior,"  cricd  the  but- 
cher,  "youare  indeed  too  kind,  too  con- 
descending :  bnt,  pray,  doo't  stand  belog  fly- 
blowed  here — pray  atep  in,  and  do  my  poor 
honüo  tliebonour  of  tukingadraught  of'winc, 
while  my  wife  tosses  yuu  up  a  Utile  sligbt 
fricassee  of  half  a  dozen  swecl-breadä,  a 
vcal  kidney  or  two,  a  little  marrow,  and  a 
few  braius,  justby  way  ot'luncbeon." 

"  No,  no,  my  good  t'ellow,"  answered  Jia- 
como:  "  kecp  the  hrains  for  yourownuse. 
Do  you  think  1  bave  comc  hitber  thid  tuorn- 
ing  to  devoar  youi  whole  day'spro&t?  No, 
no '.  1  mcan  to  put  monoy  inlo  your  tili,  not 
to  take  it  out  of  it.  But,  örst  of  all,  do  you 
know  who  I  am?" 

"  My  best  benefactor  you  are,  for  ccrtain," 
cries   tbe  nieUing  butchcr,  wiping  iVom  bis 
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iny  most  abstemioUR  master,  His  Serene  Ex- 
cellency  himself,  possesses  but  a  tiny  sort  of 
appetite,  seldom  consuniing  more  tban  n 
qaarter  of  bcef,  half  a  sheep,  or  a  whole 
young  lamb,  to  bis  own  share  daily;  bu(, 
theo,  bis  suite  is  incalcalably  extensive,  and 
tbeir  storaachs  little  less  so,  as  is  too  gene- 
rally  tbe  caso  wbeu  nicn  live  at  their  ease, 
and  eal  at  anolher's  expeiise  :  iiideed,  sucb 
au  immense  consumption  of  tiesb,  Ihougb  it 
may  prore  genorally  advantageons  to  tlie 
revenqe  of  the  State,  was  tbonght  too  migbty 
foT  tbe  good  city  of  Ftorcnce  alone  to  sup- 
ply;  tbe  most  sapiont  Geiifahmer  bas  tbere- 
fore,  in  tbe  profundily  of  bis  discrction,  wis- 
dom,  and  good  policy,  quartered  part  of 
tbese  most  voracious  worsbippers  of  Bralima 
lipon  tbe  ancicnt  sister  city  of  Pisa,  whcre 
affluent  markcts  and  du)]  consumption  are 
as  proverbial  as  tbe  lively  understandiogs  of 
Its  acute  inbabitantä ;  and  1  having,  siucc 


any  othcr  quarter  tban  your's,  'tis  tcn  to  on 
biit  hun^er  (which  is,  with  ambassadors  a»  1 
well  as  lower  folks,  Ihe  best  sauce  after  all) 
may  stamp  upon  it  a  perhaps  higbly  nnde- 
served  preference." 

While  thus  spcaking:,  tbe  arch  rogne  coald 
ill  dissemble  bis  joy  and  mirth  at  sceing  the 
fiiirried  biitcber  snatch  down,  cut  up,  and 
cram  into  tbc  tray,  which  rathcr  rcsembled 
a  boat  for  maguitude,  a)l  Üie  prime  articles 
ia  bis  sbop:  tbe  apprcntice,  and  even  the 
wifc  hersclf,  wcre  loudly  vociferated  for  to 
assist,  and  knockcd  their  heads  togetber,  and 
ran  tbc  bays  of  confusion  witb  their  lord  and 
master  in  a  etylo  of  tbc  most  ludicrous  cha- 
racter ;  amidst  whlch,  bowcver,  tbcy  did  not 
oniit  to  build  up  the  tray  luto  a  Babet-Üko 
altitiide;  nor  wcre  the  swcot-breads,  tbe  kid- 
neys,  tbc  marrow,  or  cven  the  brains  tbem- 
selvcä  omitted :  tkey  t'ormed  a  sort  ol'  hono- 
rary  crown  to  tbis  acbievcnicnt  of  ingcuuity, 
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trived  to  eii^age  Ibe  butcUer's  attCDtiun  by 
slarting  a  toptc  ot'  convorsalion  widcly  di 
stoiilar  to  the  course  t>l'  bis  devotcd  tray,  so- 
liciting  hU  observalion  ot'  Uic  grandporticQ 
uf  tbe  palazzo,  wliich  had  evidciitly  beea 
lately  altered  and  bcaatided  in  a  very  aobl« 
aad  iniposing  style-  Alter,  bowcver,  a  saf< 
ficicQt  period  bad  beeo  ailutttd  to  tbe  escape 
Ol'  bis  confedcrate,  ho  thus  addresscd  tbo 
uususpcctiog  dupe: — 

"Couie,  comc,  fricnd  ßuffalotnanzo ;  yoa 
arc  wasliog  timc  in  waiting  l'or  your  tray, 
when  you  might  bc  so  much  more  importantly 
cmployed  at  home.  Vou  roust  hurry  back, 
my  boy,  aä  fast  as  if  you  werc  running  away 
frotn  tbicvGS,  or  you  will  ncver  bc  in  time  with 
Skfresh  assortment  ol'meat^  Ibr  bis  EmiQence's 
sttpper.  He  dJDes  abroad ;  no  fail  not  to  ro> 
turnhithcrthiseveain^,  by  seveo  o'elockpre- 
cisely,withanotber  cargo,  and  enquire  forme, 
Siguior  Iguatzio  de  Ingauo,  Piirveyor  lo  bis 
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IfosI  Serene  Eminence,  Prince  Garaguntua 
Caroivoro  de  Golozo,  Ambassador  fromtbe 
Uigh  and  Mjgbty  Sultan  oftfae  Hindoos,  and 
boldlf  presenf  your  bill,  sinco  wc  can  quite  as 
casilf,  aod  sball  quite  as  readily,  seltle  yoar 
«ccount  by  thc  day  as  by  the  year.  And  mark 
my  words,  Bujf'alotiutnzo  ;  it'  you  do  not  find 
bis  Serene  EmineDce  the  Prinrc  a  profitable 
CDfitotner,  sct  me  down  in  your  books  for  the 
greatest  rogue  in  CbrUtendom." 

Witb  a  thousand  most  obsequious  legs, 
tbe  satisfied,  sapient,  and  morc  tbaii  balf 
rendored-down  butcher,  took  bis  way  back 
towaids  bis  spoliated  sbop,  witb  a  halo  of 
brigbt  calcalations  dancing  roand  bis  brain, 
aod  enliTcaing  wiüi  addcd  lustre  bis  already 
dasling  and  dasty  path;  while,  witb  spirits 
and  cxpcctancies  no  less  gay  and  comfort- 
able,  and  a  pace  evea  more  accelerated  Üian 
bis  own,  tbe  Purveyor  lo  the  Hindoo  Am- 
bastened     atlter    bis    companion, 


whose  welcome  burthen  he  aasiätcd  to  bcar, 
white  theii  way  to  the  ruined  villa  was  light- 
eaed  by  laaghter  at  the  nairation  of  tbe 
means  by  which  that  burthen  was  acquired. 
It  was  now  the  tum  of  Salatro,  who  had, 
as  yet,  played  but  an  insignificant  part  in  this 
drama  of  peculation,  to  prove  his  preten- 
sions  to  equal  taleat,  by  personaüng  a  prio- 
cipal  character :  the  day  was  yet  young,  and 
he  doubted  not,  erc  tts  decUne,  to  have  es- 
tablished  his  title  to  the  applause  of  his  fel- 
lows,  and  the  approbation  of  his  and  (hetr 
eloquent  and  volant-heeied  patron.  The  rieb 
bakcr's  ugly  widow,  with  tvhotn  hc  had  lately 
sojourned.carricd  ou  berdeparted  husband's 
business,  rather  for  the  purpose  of  its  af- 
fording  her  a  handsome  pretext  for  retaining 
his  still  handsomer  journeyman  in  her  pecu- 
liar  Service,  than  any  pecuniary  reason 
wbatsocvcr.  Signior  Salatro  had,  duringhüi  1 
very  short  abode  with  her,  neverlbeless,  coi 
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mcnaced,  hot-rccking  shop    of  tbe  baker's 
widow. 

This  friendly  dcpßt  of  the  staff  of  life 
was  entered  by  our  adventuror  with  a  sober, 
solema,  and  anthoritativc  air ;  having^  bow- 
ever,  not  omitted,  proviously  to  bis  deb&t, 
to  watcb  out  the  accomplisbed  and  all  effec- 
tive  journeyman,  wbo,  having  superintended 
tbe  drawing  of  the  last  batch  of  white  bread, 
bad  now  put  on  bis  jacket,  aud  sallied  fortti 
to  revive  and  recrcate  bimself  witb  a  litüe 
t'rcsh  air,  togcther  witb  a  pint  of  tbe  best 
wine,  at  a  ncighboaring  osteria  whicb  ho 
honoured  wiLh  his  custoro,  and  of  wbich  he 
bad,  siace  his  master's  dccease,  become  the 
Oracle  ;  leaviiig  tbe  inferior  cares  and  dutieft 
of  conveying  tbo  bread  to  settled,  or  retailing 
iL  to  Chance,  cuätomer»,  to  be  discharged  hy 
liis  common  slaves,  the  little  apprentice,  Üie 
(levoled  widow,  and  herhandmaid. 


and,  tnoroover,  o(  niiicli  inirtlifiil  inarvclnnd 
delif^hl  to  tatest  posterity.    Meauwbilc,  as  an 
earnest  of  the  good  I  propbesy,  cast  tfaini 
eyes  around  tbee  OQ  thc  multitudinous  cott^ 
tents  of  thy  shelves,  winduws,  and  counteri 
and  reckoD  (bera  as  all  sold,  and  sevenfold 
paid  for:  nor  needest  thou,  faircst  of  all  tha 
daughters  of  woman,  sit  nieltiiig  here  amidi 
the  reekof  thine  own  oven;  but  arise, 
theejthrowover  thy  comely  Shoulders  thy  vei 
thc  safeguard  of  loreliness ;  aod  attend  uj 
the  expectant  peocü  of  genius,  which  wait 
transmit  thy  graces  to  thc  adoration  of 
universe,  eveo  unto  the  attermost  fag  end 
its  dnration !" 

The  baker's  wondering  widow,  who  undei 
stood  little  of  Ihis  rhapsody,  awaited, 
ever,  in  complaisant  silcnce  its  conclusion; 
aud  then  simpcringly  aud  civilly  enoagh  (fc 
wbat  woman  everheard  the  sound  of  complln 
ment,howeverforeignthclanguage,totallyui 
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iDored  ?)  entreated  (hc  good  gnrb-an  no  unce 
Master  Expendilor  of  the  monastert/  nfSanlo 
Oaophrio  to  be  covered,  to  be  »eated,  and, 
above  all,  to  be  more  explanatory.  Thus 
adjnred,  the  solemn-faced  jeeror  yielded  to 
Ihc  two  first  petitions  of  our  llustcred  dame, 
and  then,  with  amazing  command  of  coun- 
tennnce,  thns  proceeded  to  accord  the  third: 
"  Yoo  nrnst  doubtiess,  niy  good  sister, 
durin^  tbe  coarse  of  years  in  which  yoa  dnti- 
fully  assisted  your  late  excellent  husband,  of 
happy  memory,  in  the  exercise  of  bis  call- 
ing,  bave  oftentimes  heard  of  the  uniTersally 
attcstcd  and  never-proved  existente  of  the 
talamander,  that  conflagration-daring  ser- 
P«nf ,  at  OQce  begot,  coDceived  and  nourished, 
by  septcnnial  ftamcs : — but,  oh,  holy  Santo 
Onophrio!  whathavc  tbepioas  and  innocent 
brotbera  of  our  most  venerable  order,  morti- 
fied  OB  they  arc  in  every  human  sense,  five 
alone  excepted,  done  to  bc  selected,  marked 
G  2 


down  for,  and  visited  by  so  dire  and  ominoiis 
a  dispeosation  ?" 

Hcre  Ihe  most  respectable  and  vcritable 
ExpeoditoT  of  Santo  Onopbrio  pretended  to 
burst  into  a  pasüion  of  excessivc  grief,  and, 
pulling  a  knotted  scourge  from  bis  boaonif 
begantobelabourhisowusidesaod  sboulden 
witb  incrediblc  zeal  and  cxpedition.     The 
baker's  widow,  thougb  an  ainazed,  did  not  i 
remain  an  nnmoved  or  inactive  ^pectatress  ] 
of  Ulis  most  uncxpected  display  of  di&treaa  { 
and  discipline:  slic  eamestly  besought  tha 
Expenditor  to  Iiave  mercy  on  bis  own  flesh,aa 
beaven  doubtless  would  on  tbe  sin,  whatever  ] 
it  might  be,  wbich  be  so  severely  penanced, 
and  even  received  several  severe  accidental  \ 
strokes  of  the  Instrument  of  flagellation  on  1 
her   own  chubby   and   uncovered    arms, 
endeavouring  to  prevent  them  from  aligbting  1 
onthe  well-sbiclded  and  encased  üesh  of  oar  J 
providcnt  devotee. 
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At  length  he  was  pleased  to  pause  in  hia 
caieer  of  mnrtiGcatioQ,  and  deigned  to  ac- 
cept  from  her  charitable  hands  a  brimming 
gobletof  rosoUo,  and  a  large  aJmond  biscuit; 
and  DO  sooner  had  he  recruited  himself  with 
Ifaese  most  savory  aud  scasonable  sustainers 
of  peoance,  than,  beavini;  a  deep  aud  long* 
drawQ  sigb,  procecding  eitber  from  deligbt 
or  dismay,  as  cbarity  may  detcrm ine,  he  tbuü 
recoDunenced  bis  luminous  discourse : — 

"  Good  aud  butnane  relict  of  him  whose 
Uvtr  was  wbiter  tlian  bis  jlour,  and  whose 
heart  was  unaduUeruted  as  bis  bread,  pardon 
Üic  late  pbrensied  acts  of  my  picty  and  my 
icgret.  Alas !  wby  should  the  eyes  of  beauty 
be  sbocked  by  witnesslng  the  contortions  of 
puiD,  sorrow,  ugliness,  and  age,  when  they 
ougbt  to  gazc  only  upon  those  copies  of  it- 
self  wbich  indastrioas  love  bas  multiplied  1 
But  I  perceive  curiosity  peeriog  agape  from 
Ifaosc  vcrdant  cyce,  and  iocrcasing  lo  an  in- 


tulerable  degree  of  exaltaÜon  Üicir  furtive 
and  felipe  fires.  Kdow,  then,  that,  aomc  Iwen- 
ty-sevon  yeara  since,  a  certain  CauoQ  ol'  our 
holy  Housc  niade  au  involuntary  pilg;Timage 
to  thc  douinions  of  Prester  John,  whcre  he 
convertcd  (Ü'  my  testimony  may  bc  dccmcd 
as  crcdible  as  bis  own  assertion)  an  nnac- 
countable  aamher  oi  the  nativcs,  among  ibtf 
multitudc  of  wbich  was  an  unbom  male 
Infant.  This  highly  favoured  litüe  crealure 
HO  sooncT  saw  (bc  light  of  the  world,  than 
our  boly  Canon  uonducted  him  to  Eurupc, 
and  immcdiately  matriculatcd  bim  into  tbc 
sacred  bosom  of  out  immaculale  oidcr:  thia 
wondrous  cliild,  tbc  oßspring  of  barbaroua 
idolators,  wbo  worship  the  dement  of  fire 
as  tlieir  dcity,  was  baptised  by  the  namc  of 
our  palron  sainl  bimself,  and  strictiy  cdu- 
catcd  in  all  Ihe  (€nc(»>  of  the  only  true  failli 
Thero  was,  in  bis  gencral  teinpcr  and  dcportr 
nicnl,   litUc   to    inarli    him    out   from   othor 
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children,  Uli  he  had  attaiiied  the  first  agc  of 
rcason,  wbich  is  geaerally  supposod  to  coni- 
meDce  about  tbe  sevenlh  ycar  of  lil'c  :  it  was 
Üien  Ibat  Üiis  IndiaD  boy  began  lo  manifest 
ui  nrerweening  and  extraordioary  attach- 
netit  to  fire;  and  our  venerable  Abbot, 
wishing  to  biunoar  ratber  tban  divert  (he 
predilections  of  constitation  and  inclination, 
determined  that  the  bias  of  his  tastes  sboold 
be  consultcd  in  the  selection  of  his  fiiture 
pTOfessioa,  which  bc  ordained  sbould  be  that 
of  a  Baker:  tbe  lad  was  accordingly  instnicted 
in  the  myeteries  of  tbe  oven.  Tbis  arduous 
and  iffiportant  tasL  the  grave  and  reverend 
bakcr  of  our  own  fralemity,  wbose  moet  pare 
^oul  bas  long  sincc  bcca  balanced  in  tbe 
ecatesof  Etcrnal  Justice,  and  doubticas  dealt 
witb  and  rewarded  accordingly  lo  the  equity 
witb  which  be  compounded  and  weighed  out 
our  loaves  bere  upon  earth,  cheerfully  under- 
took,    and  pcrformed  with  such  abundant 


Kollcitude  and  success,  that,  whea  he  depart- 
ed  Irom  Ihis  world  to  receive  the  guerdon  of 
his  honesty  and  sincerity  in  the  next,  he  left 
hia  yoong  and  hopeful  pupil  Onophrio,  that 
docile  and  rcgenerated  aon  of  Satan,  well 
qualified  to  practise  tho  my&terics  of  his  art, 
aud  occupy  with  honoiir  his  vacated  com- 
mand  in  the  Monastery  bakchousc.  Onophrio 
waa,  accordingly,  with  all  due  solemnitf«  J 
elccted  to  and  iustalled  in  the  place  of  b 
defunct  instructor. 

"  But,  alasl  the  subtie  leaven  of  idolatiy  I 
remained  fatally  inherent  in  the  rery  naturt  1 
of  this  pagan  excrescence,  who,  though  bei 
couid  not  posBJbly  remember,  nay,  had,  ; 
is  inorally  certain,  even  never  heard  d( 
scribed  the  heathenish  tencts  and  infemBi  I 
rites  of  his  accurst  progenitors,  stil)  instintv] 
tively  and  secretly  cberished  such  a  perfecti 
avariceof  and  vcneration  forthc  element  of] 
(heir  sole  adoration,  that  for  seven  ytar^  1 
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alter  his  horrid  meal,  it  instantly,  uoder  tbe 
combined  force  posfiessed  by  iU  nature  ini- 
luica)  and  benedictioii  endowed  eleinent, 
expircd  witbout  a  struggle;  leaving  us  all 
in  a  State  oT  anniliilation  from  the  terror  we 
had  undergoue,  from  which  we,  after  several 
houTS,  awoke  as  hungry  as  the  last  day  of 
Lcnt ;  for  tbe  Salamander,  it  was  sooa  dis- 
covercd,  bad,  previously  to  issuing  from  bis 
'procreant  bed  and  cradlc,'  the  oven,  first 
catcn  up  all  the  bread  therein  contained  for 
our  support  and  servicc ! 

"  Tbc  Holy  Father  Abbot  was,  at  firat, 
mindcd  to  bave  scnt  mc  forth  to  prociire  from 
Ihc  iicighbourhood  an  immediate  supply; 
but  bettcr  suggestions,  cqually  economical 
aü  pious,  prcscntly  prcsenting  tbemsclveH  to 
bis  mind,  he  desircd  Uiat  evcry  individnal  of 
the  brolbcrhood  sbould,  for  the  rcmainder  of 
Uiiit  day  and  Ihc  cnsuing  night,  obscrve  a 
slriit  and  absolute  fast :  aller  passing  upon 
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OS  (his  most  fatuous  and  flatulent  scntence, 
be  sbut  bimself  witbia  the  recesses  of  bis 
ontory,  to  commencc  bis  owd  particular 
Aare  of  penance ;  (o  enhance  tbe  rigour  oi' 
wbich,  be  commandccl  tbat  a  large  pastachio, 
contposed  of  beccafigos  and  veal  of  Sorenlo, 
»  link  of  prechulo,  tbrce  ncw  mauchets,  and 
a  gaiJoii  flask  of  lachryma,  sbould  be  forth- 
with  displayed  upon  a  tray,  and  placcd  bcforc 
Um,  to  remain  (be  only  companions  aud  wit- 
oestiea  of  bis  tribulation  and  sclf-commaDd. 

"  Matins  bad  long  been  concliided  erc  our 
gfaoKtly  dtiector  again  appearcd  among  us, 
wbcu,  calling  a  füll  Chaptcr  of  the  Monastery, 
be  ptoceeded  to  dcscnbe  tbc  various  tor- 
Dicnts,  trials,  and  Icmptings  wbich  hc  had, 
duriag  tbe  wbole  period  of  bis  scclusion  and 
lUwtiticncc,  undergoDc  froin  tbc  arcb  eacmy 
of  cadurancc  and  stilf-dcuial,  wbo,  assuminu; 
tbc  various  foroi^  and  cSluviaü  nf  the  cdiblc 
uid  driukablc   aggravators  of  liis   pcnauce. 


liad,  by  Uieir  means,  vainly  endcavoured  tar 
sediice  him  to  break  it,  as  also  of  the  final 
victofj  voucbsafcd  lo  bis  ncakness,  Üie  foul 
tiend  haviag  fiaally  rctrealed,  bcarin|i;  away 
on  bis  dragODS  wings  all  the  nntouched  tcatto 
nionies  of  bis  utter  disappoiatiueitt,  dofeaV 
and  disgrace ! 

"  The  good  Abbot  Iben  proceeded  to  edif^ 
US  witb  a  parücular  natration  of  the  visiov 
by  wbich  bis  slumbers,  atYer  tbis  bard-woB» 
conquest  of  bis  grosser  appetitcs,  bad  beeit 
visited  and  rewardcd;  for  iu  bis  slcep  hc  bad, 
it  seems,  been  graccd  by  a  particnlar  ma* 
uifestatioQ  of  the  invisible  prescnce  of  onv 
niiich  outraged  patron,  Santo Onophrio,  wbo^. 
by  tlio  gracious  gitt  of  silent  arüuulation, 
viixs  plcased  (o  disclose  to  him  the  particalar 
reason  and  cause  wby  our  boly  llonsc  had 
bcen  selected  and  ordained  to  become  the 
melancholy  sccno  of  a  prodigy  so  omi- 
noui)  an  (hat  by  wbicb  wo  hEid  latcly  bee»  I 


Ttsiled,  which  he  «Iccitledly  ascribod  to  pro- 
ceed  from  tfae  procurement,  aidiog:,  and  ~ 
abetmeot  of  Santa  Nulotina*,  io  consequeace 
of  her  jealous  reseotiiieDt  aod  reveoge  agaiost 
ODc  fratemity,  occasioaed  by  there  not  being 
one  Single  resemblaace  or  persoDiticatioD  of 
her  santaship  ettber  in  wood,  uietEil,  stone, 
or  canvas,  UiroDghout  our  whole  foundation; 
■od,  farUieraiore,  our  migbty  Patron  complet- 
ed  bis  miasioD  by  deliveriiig;  to  the  holy  Fatfaer 
Abbot  an  cspeciai  message  from  the  ofFend- 
cd  aod  ag^ieved  Santa  herseif,  thepurpoitof 
«hieb  was,  tbat,  nuless  our  hitberto  uncon- 
■cioos  remiesoess  was  instantly  rectified  and 
repaired,  no  female  sinncr  sbould  over  more 
MÜcit  or  roccive  comfort  from  the  exercise 
of  oor  holy  fuDctions. 

"The  Abbot,  prostrating  bimself  before  our 
Patron,  had,  withaJlduedeference  and  com- 
punvtion,  promised  the  most  impliuit  and 

*  X«/a,  a  cipher,  nunenfifjr,   ;,  I  < 


iinmediate  obedicnce   to  tlie  will  aud  com* 
mands  o(  Stinla  Nutolina,  byhim  so  vallantly 
communicated ;  at  thc  same  timc  hnmbly  in- 
fimating  a  wish  to  be  informed  whether  the 
deliaeation  of  the  hitherto  acgiected  power 
shoald  be  copied    from   thoae  divine   iraa- 
giningR  of  female  beauty  extant  in  the  worlu 
of  Corregio,  ftaphael,    Rubens,   or  Domini-    \ 
rheno  ;  adding  to  thc  namcsofthoso  pain/ers    | 
of  immortais  and    immortal  painlers   (hose    . 
of  very  many  other  artisis,  who  have  touched 
the  workä  of  time   with  the   pencil   of  eter- 
nity. 

"Biit  Santo  Onophrio  assured  thc  Abbot, 
that  Santa  Nitlotina  Iiad  expressly  commis-'  , 
sioned  him  to  declare,  tliat,  in  preferencc  to 
üilideal  or  natural  beauty,  either  dow  ex- 
tant, or  hereaftcT  to  be  deliueated  or  begot- 
leü,  she  desired  to  be  represented  by  the  pre- 
c'ise  featurcs,  tigure,  form,  and  expressioD, 
which  naturally   apiiertainrd   and   belonged  . 
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lo  Uie  chaste,  wise,  and  handsome  Paula  de 
Farina,  widow  of  tlie  honest  baker,  Toniaso 
de  Farina,  icsideot  in  tlie  Via  del  Herba ; 
prererriog  the  cootour  of  her  colossal  coud- 
tcaance  to  that  of  even  Alecto,  Megmra,  or 
Tixiphone,  Uiose  formidable  divinities  of 
tuythological  worship ;  and  fanher  requiring 
that  he,  the  said  Abbot  of  Santo  Onophrio, 
should  straightway  direct  and  command  (or 
cause  to  be  directed  and  commanded)  the 
said  bighly  favoured  Paula  de  Farina,  relict 
of  Tomaso  de  Farina,  now  resident  in  the 
Via  del  Herba,  to  immediately  bind  and 
adom  her  brindled  treases  with  ribbons  of 
brickdust,  aad  and  saffron  hues,  and  deck 
her  cbin,  cheeks,  temples,  forehead,  nose,  &c. 
with  the  sofficient  and  fashionable  comple- 
nient  of  patckes  ;  as  also  to  array  herself  in 
ber  Tcry  best  sacque,  not  Ibrgetting  to  display 
her  jewels,  but  omitting  by  all  means  that 
badge  of  vulgarity  and     plebeianiäm,    the 
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cincturino,  sxs  utterly  unbecomiiig  and  unbe- 
üttiug  Ibe  wcar  of  Uie  illustrious  character 
sbc  is  permitted  to  personale  and  embody ; 
and,  furthermore,  tliat  thus  trimmed  forth 
and  attired,  and  covering  ber  beart-dismay- 
iag  couQtenanco  witb  her  tcU,  she  do,  with 
all  uiiimaginablo  celerity,  tepair  to  tbe  paint- 
ing-rooms  of  Sigaior  Luco  de  Penelloduro, 
principal  Gorgon  Painter  to  our  gracious 
sovereign  the  Grand  Dtica,  who  resides  in 
tbe  Strada  Nova,  and  tbcre  (belog  duJy  tore- 
waroed  of  the  mighty  task  assigned  him) 
remain  iinmovably  fixed  witb  palette  on 
thumb,  pencil  in  band,  and  canvas  stretched 
on  eascl,  ready  to  transfer  to  it  tliat  rare 
semblance  wbich  is  fated  to  alarm  aud  asto- 
nish  tatest  posterity. 

*'Thas,"continued  the  very  eloquent  and 
veritable  Expeaditor  of  Santo  Onopkrio, 
"  have  1,  most  bnxom  of  all  widons,  dis- 
cbarged,  to  the  best  of  tbe  poor  capacity  and 
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eloquence  with  which  I  am  endowed,  the 
high  message  with  »hieb  (unworthy  sinner 
tfaat  I  am)  I  have  been  so  flatteriagly  en- 
tnisted;  bat  baring  given  all  the  liimiDosit; 
wbicb  the  powers  of  my  brain  will  afford  to 
the  circumstances  of  affliction  under  which 
our  holy  House  is  labouring,  a^  well  as  to 
the  uatare  of  the  service  requircd  of  you  for 
ifae  pnrpose  of  repTcsentation,  propitiatioD, 
aod  alleviation,  it  still  rematus  necessary  tbat 
1  shoald,  by  way  of  borderiog,  friage,  or 
fag-end  to  my  oration,  add  thereto  somewhat 
apon  that  omversally  talismanic  subject 
remtmeration,  without  which  saints  them- 
selTes  stand  little  better  chance  of  getting 
serredthan  simura. 

"  Kdow,  then,  that  our  holy  Pather  Ab- 
bot,  sensible  of  the  value  of  the  concession 
hereby  required  of  you,  does  from  bence- 
forward,  and  for  ever,  abolish  in  your  farour 
tbe  practice  of  internal  baking,  as  tised  from 
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timc  immeniorial  in  our  Mooastery,  l)eslow- 
iiig,  Iroin  this  present  hour,  the  tv/iole  and 
undivitted  cuslom  ot'  our  sacred  foundatioii 
upou  the  cbaste  widow  of  Tomaso  Farina, 
who  sball,  onproviding  our  Community  witb 
the  daiiy  rnuuber  of  fine  wheaten  loaves  and 
maucbets  here  enuraerated,  ctaim  and  receive 
her  owu  terms  for  so  doing,  in  hall'  yearly 
payments,  from  my  hands:  and,  l'urther- 
more,  as  a  small  additional  consideration 
and  concession  for  the  inestimable  aid  re- 
qaired,  requested,  and  reckoned  upon  from 
the  loan  of  her  facetious  countenance  in  tbis 
our  present  hitberto  unheard-of  dilemma,  he 
doth  Order  that  a  sum,  amounting  to  seven 
times  the  value  of  all  the  ready-baked  bread 
now  in  her  shop,  be  paid  to  her  on  delivery 
of  tbe  Said  bread  at  the  Monaslery ;  meaning 
thereby  to  maik  in  her  memory  this  tbc  firat 
day  of  entering  upon  her  appoiniment,  with 
an  earncst  of  that  profit  and  advanta^e  whtch 
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her  rcady  otiedience  and  sistcriy  assistancc 
so  dcserrcdly  claims." 

Hera  onr  well  propertied  actor  gravely 
dclivered  to  tbe  ecstasy-gasping  widow  two 
different  papers,  onc  of  nhich  was  a  note  ui 
Iheoamber,  quality,  and  weight  of  tbebread 
reqoired  for  the  daily  consamption  of  tbe  Mo- 
nastery:  tlie  otlier,  a  formally  datcd,  sig«ed, 
and  sealed  order  from  the  Abbot  of  Santo 
Onopbrio,  direcüng  the  Expenditor  of  tbe 
House  to  pay  to  Paula  de  Farina,  immedi- 
alely  on  prescntation,  the  amoant  tberein  by 
her  demanded. 

"Yotihave  therefore,  most  genlle  widow, 
only  to  specify  npon  this  paper  tbe  sevcu- 
Told  sam  with  whicli  tbe  namber  of  your 
loaves  will  readily  furnish  you,  and  then  yon 
may  count  upon  its  being  immediately  trans- 
ferred  to  yoor  own  tili,  with  as  miich  cer- 
tainty  as  you  may  raly  upon  your  being  the 
lovtUest  woman  in  the  Tusean  dominions." 
U2 
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Thus  ended  tbe  part  of  tbe  ExpeDdilor  oi' 
Santo  Oiiophrio;  and  it  is  hard  to  say  nhe- 
ther  the  promise  or  the  compHiueot  with 
which  he  concluded  mostgratitied  thebaker's 
relict,  wlio,  atterly  bankrupt  of  all  terms 
whereby  to  express  eitber  the  excess  of  her 
joy  or  gratitude,  songht  to  represent  ratber 
by  actions  than  sounds  her  zeal  for  tbe  oew 
and  honouriog  cause  in  whicb  )ic  bad  em- 
barked.  SpriogiDg  up,  theii,  with  unwooted 
celerity  from  her  seat  bebind  the  couuter, 
she  proceeded  lo  all  a  mighty  basket  with 
loaves,  to  appease  tho  huDger  of  the  holy 
brothers  of  Santo  Onophrio,  not  forgetting, 
however,  to  number  them  in  au  audible  voice : 
tbis  account  was  by  tbe  Expenditor  trans- 
ferred to  a  paper  whicb  hc  put  into  the  bas- 
ket,  and  whicb,  being  now  crammed  to  the 
attermost,  was  delivered  to  tbe  little  appren- 
tice,  who  could  scarcely  move  beneath  its 
weight:   bat  bis  mistress,   the  lightness  of 
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leugUi  of  the  slreet  tliey  had  turned  into, 
whea  they  were  joined  by  tbe  alert  aiid  atten- 
tive  JiacoiDo,  habited  as  a  lay  brother  of  tbe 
Monastery,  towards  wbicli  they  were  crawl- 
ing  at  a  pace  whicb  promised  ao  very  early 
arriTal.  The  servitor  oi'  religion  failed  not 
in  a  devout  obeisancc  of  rccognizancc  to  the 
purse-bearer,  wbilc  he,  not  a  whit  less  re- 
vereadly  aod  awfully  than  if  hc  had  been 
really  and  bona  fide  Steward  to  the  Pope  in 
person,  returned  the  humblc  geDußcxion  of 
bis  sly  auxiliary,  directingbim,  at  the  same 
lime,  to  obey  tbe  dictates  of  Christian  cbarity, 
by  easing  thatpooroppressed  chiId(poiiitiDg 
to  the  staggeriog  apprentice)  of  the  borthen 
of  the  staffof  life  whicb  he  was  bearing  for 
all  tbeir  sakes.  tt  is  unnccessary  to  add, 
that  the  humane  and  sturdy-backed  lay  bro- 
ther needed  little  urgiog  to  dischargc  so 
seif- evideot  a  duty,  or  tkat  the  poor  ütUo 
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»Iready  wearicd  lad  was  as  g]ad  to  relJnquisli 
bia  burthen  as  tbe  other  could  t'or  his  life  be   < 
lo  tibtain  it. 

Tbe  bumanc  Expeuditor  tben  laid  hiscom- 
maadsupoo  tbe  boy  to  load  himself  less  hea- 
TÜy  next  time,  adding  Ihat  he  might  spare 
himself  tbe  trouble  of  returning  to  the  Mo- 
nastery,  as  be  would  send  two  proper  per- 
B  from  tbeace  to  convey  the  Tcmainder  o( 
read  tbitber  at  once  :  witb  this  welcome 
tbe  toil-cnt'ranchised  Httle  felloiv 
gladly  departed,  wbile  our  twodevotcd  asso- 
ciates,  cboosiog;  a  coiirse  somewhat  conoter 
lo  tbat  in  whicb  the  Monastery  of  Santo 
Onopbrio  was  sitaated,  arrived  safely  with 
tbcir  booty  at  tbe  ruined  villa  just  in  timc  to 
wish  8UCCC8S  to  the  windiog  op  oi'  Signior 
Beyoardi's  cxploit,  be  being,  at  the  montent 
of  their  entrance,  prepariug  to  relum  tu  old 
Gasparo  Baldi*s,  for  the  purposeofdcmand- 
ing  tbe  already  ordcred  olirc  oiloftiie  best 
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flarour,  wherewith  to  at  once  buste  their 
meat,  malte  their  paste,  mingle  their  aalad, 
and  iUuminate  the  lamp  ofiiocturnal  revelry, 

"  Young  maD,"  said  old  Gasparo,  whea 
Reynardi  again  entered  his  warehouse,  "  you 
have  detained  me  füll  four  hours  beyond  my 
cBstomary  dinDer-time,  siace  I  would  not 
lock  up  my  warehouse,  and  go  home  to  get 
it,  tili  youhad  gotthe  oil  for  Signior  Mala- 
testa,  my  very  honourable  new  customer: 
bat,"  added  he,  io  a  peevish  tone,  "  one 
would  be  apt  to  tbink,  from  the  enormous 
time  yoa  have  taken,  that  you  had  been  em- 
ployed  in  cotiim^  rather  than  counting  the 
cash  you  mentioned  here  in  the  same  city, 
and  but  a  few  streeta  ofT." 

"It  may  seem  soto  you  like  enough,"  re- 
tnmed  the  lout ;  "  but,  gaffer,  every  fool 
knows  his  own  businesa  best;  though,  for 
my  part,  I  can't  for  the  lifo  of  me  keep  aloof 
from  that  of  other  folks;  but  have  (wone  i« 
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■Djr  Inclc  for  it  tliou^h)  as  ready  a  foot  for 
other  people's  erraods  as  for  my  own.  So, 
if  yoor  rnftcaroni  is  boüed  to  a  jelly,  it  is 
oaly  my  good  naturt:  wfaich  you  have  to 
thmnk  Tor  tbo  mishap  ;  since,  lo  teil  you  a  bit 
of  a  secret,  gSiffeT,  I  ncver  could  ref'use  a 
pretty  wencb  a  Service  in  all  my  wliole  life, 
and  one  of  .those  sort  of  Uttle  Services  it  was, 
which  has,  by  detaining  tne,  caased  your  old 
dramsticks  to  beat  tbe  derirs  tattoo  so 
long. 

"  Yoa  mast  koow,  then,  (bat,  on  parting 
with  you,  I  sei  off  in  all  haste  for  Gabriollo 
Strom's,  but,  passing  äovra  tbe  Vta  Santo 
Joranni  (nhicb  is,  you  know,  rjgbt  in  my 
way  thitber),  wbistliog;,  and  with  my  bands 
Stack'  in  my  pockefs,  just  in  this  guise,  I 
heard  a  parrot,  who  was  percbed  in  a  little 
greenjea^oiMia  that  jutted  out  just  over  my 
faead,  cry,  'Pretty  fellow !  pretty  fellow! 
come   in,  pretty    fellow,  do!"  so  I    stoppcd 
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bliort,  and  looked  up,  uaturally  Ihiokiog  tbat 
tUe  bird  bad  callcd  me;  wben  ooc  of  the  ^al- 
inga  of  tbe  jealousia  was  opeaed,  and  the 
sweetesl,  prettiest,  JitÜe  white  pincusbion 
band  I  ever  saw  in  tny  whole  life  appeared 
at  it,  and  waved  towards  tbe  bonsc  door, 
wbicb  stood  convcniently  ajar ;  while  a  Yoice, 
whicb  soiinded  a  tbousand  Limes  sweeler  tban 
tbe  viol  at  vintage-time,  said,  'Pray,  kind 
gen  Hein  an,  conic  in  !'  So,  faith,  in  I  goes. 
Ab!  old  onet  such  a  fair  girl  mct  me  in  tbe 
batl!  Wilb  eyes  brightor  tban  dew-drops  in 
tbe  blue  beü's  busom,  dimpled  cbeeks,  and 
a  tioy  utile  moutb,  which  opened  Hke  a  scar- 
lot  bean  blossom,  she  seemed ." 

"  Curae  on  ber  seentttig !  This  was  no  othcr 
tban  my  Marinefta!"  muttercd  the  alarmed 
old  oil-man  to  hiiusclf;  wbile  the  agreeable 
intelligenccr  thus  proceedud  with  bis  tale: — 

"She  scemcd  hardly  sixteen;  and  yet, 
giiifcr,  woiild  yoii  credit  it  7  this  pretty  littlo 
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Dtopsj',  whom  ooe  would  scarcely  believo 
bad  grown  out  o(  her  puppet  and  her  play- 
Ihiogs,  is  a  maried  woman  (for  she  woie  a 
veddingriDg  npon  her  finger);  and  /'//  äwear 
to  ber  baviog  a  sweetheart  besides." 

"Thederil  ;ou  will!"  again  mumblcd  thc 
tormeoted  oil-man.  "Oh!  curaed,  curaed 
Marinetta!" 

"Ay,  beinamc  is  Marinettasure  enongh!" 
cries  the  down :  "oh!  ob!  I  find  I  am  fish- 
faig  in  troabied  waters  bere.  What !  sbe's  one 
of  yonr  cbildreo,  1  sappose  V 

"  l  have  no  children,"  replied  tbe  afflicted 
oil  merchant.  "  Wo  he  unto  the  hour  in 
wbicb  my  father  ever  bcgot  any  eithcr!"  ho 
raeotolly  added. 

"  Well,  well,  I  am  not  sorry  to  hear  she  is 
no  conimodiiy  of  your's  :  and,  botwccu  you 
and  nie,  thoite  she  does  bcloog  to  are  not 
mocb  the  better  off  l'or  thcir  bai^ain.    Oh  ! 
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she's  a  precious  bU  ;  I  can  teil  you  that  of 
a  surety.  'l'ouiig;  gentleiuRn !'  Rays  she, 
with  a  teDder,  upturned  eye  for  all  the  world 
üke  a  dying  ditck'a  ;  '  young  gentleman,  I 
say,  were  you  ever  in  love?' — '  Never  yet,  if 
you  please,  Signora,'  says  1 :  *  I  am  but  little 
past  seventeen  years  old,  and  grandmother 
always  advised  me  iievcr  to  turn  my  thoughts 
towards  matrimony  tili  f  bad  reached  the  age 
of  discrelion. 

"  '  Alas !  then,  für  my  uobappy  sex,'  Said 
the  fair  Signora,  'whomyourgrandam's  cniel 
Council  liave  thus  irreparably  sentenced  to 
lifc-long  disappointmcDt !' 

"  And  Ihen  she  looked  upon  me,  and  could, 
as  I  visibly  perceived,  scarcely  rcstrain  her- 
Eelf  from  sniiling  (at  my  prettiness,  as  f 
auppose);  but  soon  some  sad  tbought  or 
other  stole  like  an  April  cloud  over  the  sim- 
shine  of  her  countcnance,  and,  heaving  a 
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grtiil  sigb,  strong  enough  to  have  winnowed 
a  wbole  seive  füll  of  com,  while  her  brcath 
smelled  for  all  the  worM  Uke  (o  a  sweet-briar 
busli  after  raii).  she  laid  her  hand  upon  her 
breast,  and  saJd :— - 

"  '  Happy,  happy  youlh  !  citn  you  not  at 
leaai  feel  pUy  ibr  those  wbose  hearts  are  un- 
ToTtanately  softer  than  your  owii?' 

"  '  As  Ibr  the  matter  of  Ihat,'  answered  I, 
'  we  all  bare  our  soft  places  in  some  odd 
Spot  or  otlier:  now  mine,  my  grandmother 
always  maintained  lies  in  iny  hfad,  whicb, 
owint;  to  the  neglect  of  a  stupid  old  luidwife 
that  pooT  luotber  hud,  baa  never  been  rigbtly 
closed  ap  sioce  I  was  a  bambiito.' 

'*  '  AJi !  well,'  criea  tbc  wbite-banded  Ma- 
rioella, '  tkat  softness  may  serve  my  tum  as 
vrell  as  if  it  lay  Iower  dowa;  so,  if  you  will 
bave  tbo  kindness  to  carry  a  nhort  niessage 
for  me  to  a  certain  persoo  who  is  not  vcry 
far   otf,    I    will  give  you  this  pavolo,   and 
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as  many  diaboloni  äi  «apuli*  as  your 
hold  into  thc  bargain.' 

"  So  Said,  so  done,  I  accepted  her  promise, 
which  was  to  be  performed  on  my  retura 
with  the  '  cerlain  person's '  reply :  and  theo 
she  straightway  gavc  mc  my  crrand.  Ecod^ 
old  boy !  it  was  a  ^funny  one,  as  you  sball 
judge.  '  Set  off,'  said  she,  '  inslanüy,  and  ptlt 
wings  to  your/ee(  until  you  shall  have  reachcd 
Ihe  Strada  de  la  Pergola ;  on  the  shady  side 
of  which  you  will  observe  a  tall,  haiidsome> 
well  bullt  young  studcnt  pacing  to  and  frö 
beoeath  the  piazza :  you  will  distioguish  him 
from  all  others  by  the  breadth  of  his  Shoulders, 
the  fine  turo  of  bis  Icgs,  an  Ovid  in  his  rigbt 
band,  and  a  bunch  of  caniations  in  his  leA, 
Teil  him  that  jeahiis  age  is  absent,  and  love 
and  Marineita  impatievt  to  receive  him.' 

"  Well!  I  always  thought  1  could  rim,  tili 
I  met  with  that  sante  Signior  student;  but, 

*  A  sorl  of  «ugar-plun 
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faiüi!  I  (oandoiy/ullesl speedwasUttic bettet* 
tban  a  snaU's  gallop  whcn  compared  to  liU : 
DO  sooiier  did  I  bolt  out  my  errand,  than, 
ecod !  he  was  off  like  a  bouDd  iD  füll  cry. 
Sare  onough,  he  was  stag-hunting,  you'll  say ; 
for,  as  1  tuld  yon  bel'ore,  I  would  kiss  thc 
ctosa  to  haviDg  seeu  a  ring  upon  tlie  girl's 
wedding  finger." 

"  And  car^ed  for  an  old  dutard  be  iiim  who 
pluced  it  there !"  ejactilaled  tlie  ill-sbired 
oil  merchant;  "  but  did  youiiot."  questioned 
be,  witb  wbat  appearance  of  composure  he 
could  manage  to  assume,  "/»//ow  thataame 
Student  of  disgrace  and  infamy?" 

"FoUüw!"  replied  thetlown;  "ay,  bicss 
yaa,  gaffer,  Ibat  [  did,  and  holla  tuo:  but 
Ihe  quicker  I  ran,  aud  tlie  louder  I  called> 
the  t'aater  iic  llitted;  and  I  retUy  beliebe 
he  had  got  housed  with  '  lovo  and  Mariuetta' 
bcfore  1  bad  reacbed  thc  end  of  the  piaxza 
«bere  I  had  first  accostcd  hiin." 


"  Well !"  cried  tbe  breathless  oilman- 

"  Well,  indeed,"  repeated  the  down;  "it 
might be  well  l'or  the  long-legged  Student ;  but 
as  for  me,  by  the  time  I  bad  regained  tbe  house 
of  the  parrot,  I  had  not  a  foot  to  go  upon." 

"Aud  so!" 

"And  so!  why,  gaffer,  you  seem  very  cu- 
rious,  methinks.  Well,  then,  you  sballbear: 
the  confounded  parrot  was  still  squalUng 
ia  the  samc  place  where  1  had  Icl't  him,  but 
the  lady  had  vaniäbed,  and  tbe  street-dooi 
was  locLed ;  neitber  could  kiiocks  nor  bawl- 
ings  (of  both  wblcb  I  was  no  niggard,  I'U 
assure  you)  eithcr  gain  me  admittance,  or  i 
even  procure  my  well-earned  reWrä  to  be  ' 
tbrown  at  my  bead  from  the  window;  and 
wbat's  worse  than  all,  wbilc  I  waited  all  agape 
and  soiTowl'uJly  and  impatiently  cnongh  be- 
nealh  that  »amc  jealousia  from  whicb  that 
pander  of  a  parrot  had  Hrst  accosted  me, 
in  hopes  ul'  being,   at  last,  saluted  with   s 
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aid)   had     ■ 


almost  a^  wbimsical  as  an  old  maii! 
cotnmanded  that  theyWtoft'ni  should  be  served 
Dp  cold  at  dinner-time,  and  she  has  aot  a  drop 
left  in  Üie  cniise  to  begm  frying  with  tili  my 
retiim.  And  so,  gaffer,  as  it  may  have  hap- 
pened  to  you,  in  your  own  yoong  days,  to 
have  your  parse  lighter  than  your  heels,  er 
to  have  gone  out  for  wool  and  como  home 
shoro,  take  pity,  I  conjure  you,  on  my  present 
distres8,and  give  me  credit  tbr  the  oil,  towards 
the  price  of  which  I  have  not,  at  preseot,  a 
Single  cratzi;   anil  I  swear  to  yon^  by  mj 

honesty,  that ." 

"Hold!  scoundrcl!  pander!  and  villain- 
ous  incendiary  !"  exclaimed  the  ragc-frantic 
oil-man,  who  now  fully  found  the  powers 
of  duent  articulation ;  "  and  first  hear  me 
awear,  that,  if  thou  woaldst  retum  and  reple- 
nigh  my  eiapty  measures  with  even  Ibüie 
own  heart'ä  blood,  I  would  not  accept  of  the 
-  remuDoration.     Knowcst  thou  not,  fool,  as 
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well  OS    wretcb,   that  it  was   my  own  wi/e 
whom  thon  hast  been  aidin^  and  assisUng  to 
betraf,  abnse,  and  dislionoar  meV 

As  hespoke,  tie  lifled,  with  the  strengtb  of 
nadnesSitbeoil-barretap  to  the  iiiouth  ot'tbe 
Tat,  inio  which  bc  discharged  all  the  liquid 
«hieb  Ihe  modesty,  or  more  truly  the  satiated 
appetite,  of  Signior  Beynardi's  thorougbly 
satorated  spoage  liad  rejected. 

"Home,  villaiol  home  with  tby  empty 
vessel  and  aiiW  emplier  head .'"  hecried  {cast- 
iag  down  the  bairel,  wbicb  the  rogue  a& 
qtiickty  snatcbed  np  and  shonldered);  "and 
Biay  a  cudgel  from  thy  incensed  matter 
quickly  rodaco  tbat  paste-work  head-piece 
of  tbin«  to  the  condition  of  a  mill-masbed 
ollve !" 

"  Ab  I  gaffer,"  returned  tbe  arcb  bypocrite, 

"  ihat,  at  least,  is  a  misfortune  against  whicb 

tbe  loog>Iegged  studcnt  and  your  providcnt 
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youDg  spoiisi-  Iift\e  lliOTotigbly  loTÜfied 
yoar's."  And  away  he  stnddcd  fromthe  pre- 
sence  of  Ihe  fury-palpitating  Sifoior,  who 
«ith  len  thousitod  execrations,  not  only  on 
tbe  authors  of  bis  disgrace,  but  also  on  its  an- 
Incky  herald,  sbut  ap  bis  warehouse  at  mid- 
äay,  and  hobblingly  biirried  bome  to  tax  the 
yonng  viciim  of  bis  inia^inary  fondueas  with 
nderelictian  cqually  ideal. 

Meanwbilc  Signior  Rcynardi's  retum  to 
tbe  ruined  villa  was  hailed  with  acclama- 
tionshybiäassembled  and  expectant  friends: 
the  rrtentive  bat  complaisant  sponge  was 
easily  accessible  to  tbe  pressure  of  refnnda- 
tioD, and  yielded  a  niore  tban  sufficient  snpply 
of  oil  for  tbe  various  purposes  of  domestic 
economy,  for  wbich  its  benign  hoards  were 
put  into  requisition;  and  a  homely  and  basti- 
ly-cooked  but  ptcnteous  siipper  seemed,  to 
the  virinusappetitrsof  tbnse  rngues,  : 


THE    SHARPERS; 


OR, 


HOW  TO  WIN   A  SUPPER. 
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%'^t  ^Ijarpevs, 


HOW  TO  WIN  A  SUPPER. 


SOON,  however,  aft«i  their  niemoTäble  lilgül 
of  carousal,  eveuts  uccurret]  to  our  heroes, 
wbich,  though  at  örst  seeniingly  ctoathed  in 
the  seiDblaiiceof  sorrow,  were  pradticUve  .of 
life-long  smiles,  which  rellectioii  reproved  not 
or  coDscience  coademned. — Returning  a  few 
days  after,  aboul  sun-set,  frum  Pisa,  whitber, 
gandily  tricked  out  in  ihe  character  of  a  gay 
cavatier,  he  had  been  od  some  nef'arious  pur- 
pose,  and  moreover  provided  witb  a  large  and 
heavy  puTse  of  cbequins,  wliich,  1o  forward 
ihe  iDlerests  of  their  Joint  Stock  Company  of 
Knavery,  oor  adventurers  had  chitibed  their 


» 


I 


123 

woandcd  in  tlie  sword  ann,  poor  Jiacomo 
sank  to  the  groand,  where  he  wassoon  rjfledof 
bis  ill-gotteo  board ;  and  his  remorseless  con- 
qnerors  were  just  upon  tbe  point  of  conBam- 
mating  tbeir  crime  by  makin};  their  weapons 
meet  in  bis  angiiarded  bosom,  wben  a  brace 
of  bullets,  discharged  from  the  pistol  of  a 
person  who  had  adrancedapon  tbera  silently 
and  onseen,  entered  the  back  of  one  of  tbe 
TÜlainä>  wbo  nevertheless  had  strength  siiffi- 
cieotlef)  tonishhowlingaway  to  asmallcop- 
pice  hard  by,  whcre  be  bad  left  a  fleet  horse, 
apon  wbicb,  though  in  extreme  torture,  he 
eflected  his  escape. 

Meanwhile,  the  remaining  niffian  vias,  cre 
be  bad  regaincd  self-possessioQ  suSicient  to 
retarti  to  bis  cowardly  purpoae,  grappied 
wilhby  Jiacomo's  utout  deliverer,  who,  atler 
a  Short  but  efiectivo  struggie,  flung  him  to  tbe 
earth,  wrang  his  stiletto  from  bis  grasp,  and 
boldins  it  to  bis  throat  white  be  reüted  a  knce 
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of  iroii  lipon  tiix  breast,  he  sooii  tnade  liim 
cry  peccari. 

'Hie  conqueror  tmraedialely  fastened  the 
handü  of  rhe  delinqtient  behind  hitn  with  hia 
own  hclt;  btit,  w4ii)e  hewascasting  bis  eyes 
around  in  search  nf  some  other  equally  c 
venient  1i);ature  whereby  lo  impose  ihe  liko 
kind  of  bindingbail  upoa  the  feet  of  hiepri- 
soner,  tlie  party  for  whose  seciirify  he  was  - 
so  anxioiisly  concerned  thought  good  to 
spare  him  all  further  trouble  by  makin^ 
quick  iise  of  a  pair  of  remarkably  long  \ega, 
whileyet  they  might  answer  the  purpose  of 
savingtheirowner'sliberty ;  and  so  exceed- 
ingly  swiftwashis  flight,  thatthevanqaisher, 
who  happened  to  be  of  hoavy  and  fleshy 
niake,  deemedit  a  hopeless  piece  ofimpni-  - 
dence  to  hazard  an  attempt  at  overtoking 
him,  He  therefore  solely  and  deliberately 
applied  himsolf  to  the  recovery  of  the  woaod- 
ed  man,  who  had  fainted  from  pain  and  mach 
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ioas  of  btood ;  and,  Tetcbtiig  some  water  in  ' 
bis  cap  from  a  little  crystal  rivulet  wbicb 
mnrmured  ncar  them,  soon  enjoyed  thc  plea- 
sare  of  witiicssiag  tbe  revival  of  bis  passive 
paltent,  whu,  unclosing  bis  lauguid  butsuf- 
ficiently  perceptive  orbits,  iostantiy  recog- 
nized,  in  the  preserver  of  bis  life,  the  late 
dapeof  bis  dishoue&t  artiöce,  thc  simple  but 
coitrageous  butcber,  Pietro  Buffulomanza, 
Tbat  honest  man,  nho  waa,  it  appeared,  re- 
tnraing  to  Pisa  from  a  visit  of  business  to 
bis  grazier,  bad  bccn  directed  to  thcscene  of 
iotended  tnurder  by  tbe  claxbiug  of  wcapons 
and  the  loud  and  borrible  tbreats  of  tbe  vü- 
laias,  and  bad  rcached  it  but  in  bare  time  to 
prevFDl  the  contpletion  of  their  atiocious  pur- 
pose,  by  the  well-diTccted  aim  of  a  pistol  of 
which  bis  fricnd  tbe  grazlcr  bad  prevaiied 
apon  him  to  acccpt  the  loan>  as  a  means 
of   defence  against    ibc   marnude»    \^hich 
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were  but  too  well  known  lo  iDt'est  tbe   roads 
after  snnset. 

In  that  moment,  togetber  with  tlie  holy 
sentimont  of  gratitude,  two  otlier  still  more 
blessed  strangers  cutered  the  bitherto  callous 
heart  of  tbe  completely  sabdued  Jiacomo: 
be  long  struggled  bard  betweeo  emotion  and 
weakness  l'or  the  power  of  giving  utteraoce 
to  hia  feelings,  and  at  lengtb  obtained  it  :— 

"Take,"  said  be,  "tbis  vilc,  tbis  fotfeit 
life,  whicb  you  bave  preserved;  for  I  am  a 
motister,  utterly  unwortby  to  retain  tbe  pre- 
cioas  gift ;  more  especially  wben  receivcd  at 
the  handa  of  one  whom  I  bave  so  grossly, 
so  rcccntly  injured." 

This  Speech  little  surprised  the  coupas- 
siouate  butcher,  who  immediately  concluded 
that  the  unfortunate  uttcrer  bad  bccome  dc- 
lirious  from  the  agony  of  bis  wotiiid ;  and, 
taking  bim  up  apon  bis  brawny  Shoulders  as 
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essily  as  he  wonld  bave  dooe  a  lamb  or  a 
Ud,  he  carried  the  complelely  discomSted 
shaiper  to  a  litüe  soUtary  osteria  situate  at 
tbfl  extremity  o(  a  ctiesout-shaded  hill,  wbich 
geaUj  sloped  away  about  a  quarier  of  a 
lea^efrom  Ibe  scene  of action ;  Crom  wheoce, 
after  depositing  his  burtlien  upon  the  best 
bed  the  house  aSbrded,  he  immediately  set 
forward  lo  Pisa  nith  tbe  ntmost  spccd  wbich 
die  momentam  of  his  person  permitted  in 
seaicb  of  a  sorgeon,  nith  wbom  witb  eqaal 
good  will,  tbough  unavoidably  somewbat  Icss 
celerity,  be  aj^ain  rcturncd. 

Jiacomo's  wound  was  by  no  mcans  dao- 
geroos :  skitfui  Ireatment,  aided  by  proper 
regimen,  uodisturbed  quiet,  aod  careful 
norsiag,  produced,  even  io  a  few  hours,  a 
woaderfu)  cbangc  for  the  best;  so  tbat  wheo, 
allei  a  longi  calm,  and  undisturbed  sieep,  be 
still  persisted  in  his  sclf-accusations,  tbe 
astouoded  butchcr,  who  bud   ncvcr   Icit  his 


aide,  could  Do  longer  rofer  to  delirium  tbe 
stül  Dtterly  inexplicable  confession  and  de- 
precatioo  of  the  object  of  bis  humane  asst- 
duitle*. 

Tn  rffrctimlly  substantiate  bis  eridence, 
uiir  piMiitrut  wus,  at  last,  obliged  to  resume 
9mA  ado|»t  the  tones,  terms,  aod  gestures 
wM«kk  h«  lud  u.vtHl  »l  bis  last  interview  wttb 
Ib»  Kw  v^rwlulous  man  qf  mutton ;  and  ao 
»HM«r  wen  tbose  signs  of  power  recurred  to, 
thiw  Signinr  Ignat^io  dt  Ingano,  head  Pur- 
Vflfor  lo  Am  Most  Sarene  Emtnence  Prince 
OaraguHtha  Camivoro  de  Golozo,  Ambtu- 
mtdor  lo  Ike  Migkty  Sultan  of  the  beef-eating 
Bimdooa,  stood.rvrn  »itliout  the  aid  of  cos- 
tame,  confpssod;  nnd  with  eyes  darting  fire 
tho  rageful  butrhcr  lifted  higU  his  ponderous 
an»,  in  act  to  rrush  to  utoiiis  the  puny  but 
irritativc  insect  whose  gambols  had  »nncyed 
hisgeoerous  naturc. 

But  Iransient,  indced,  was   the  ebiillition 
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ufliü  wralh;  his  mascular  ann  dropped  as 
lifeless  to  bis  aide,  the  contraction  of  bis 
^uiog  brow  insensibly  relaxed,  nhile  a 
■üagled  espression  of  pity  aiu)  contenipt 
^atole  over  bis  candid  features. 

"  Live,  rascaj  T  narmored  be,  in  a  tremo- 
)  tone,  as  be  bastily  retreated  towards 
e  door :  "  Uoe,  to  experience  the  worst  of 
I  innishmeDts — »käme  and  remorse  !  You  are 
I  wUty,  leanied,  and  wise ;  bat  to  you  most 
I  Inily,  indeed,  may  tbe  boly  text  w hieb  says 
'  wwdo«  w  soTTOui'  be  applied ;  since 
I  «bat  porpose  has  yonr  kuowledge  answered, 
I  Mve  to  firsl  make  yoo  a  cheat,  and  then  ren- 
I  der  ;oa  more  keeoly  sensible  of  yoar  sin, 
I  di^iacc,  and  sbame  1" 

"O  leave  me  not,  I  implore  you,"  cried 
\  tbe  wounded  man.  "  My  heart  bas  become 
B  alave  of  gratitude :  your  goodness,  your 
l  ^errices,  bave  joined  me  to  you  by  tbe  cbain 
l^f  an  ereriaitiog  altacbment.    Stretch  not 
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thcn,  tiius  pitinlully,  its  links,  orwith  them, 
loo,  wiU  break  this  swelling  heart !" 

"  Do  yov,  van  you,  deserve  to  be  trustedT" 
en<]iiirfd  the  halfrcturning  and  more  thaa 
baU'-wavering  butcher, 

"  No."  replied  Jiacomo,  "I  do  not,  but 
I  tüifl;  and  I  feel  Ihat  my  li/e,  my  very  aouTs 
life  itself.  will  depend  upon  yoor  lalth  iathe 
assevcration  " 

"  Tlien,"  answered  the  butcher,  quickly 
comiDg  up  In  the  bcd-side,  and  isfretching 
forth  bis  band  rather  than  lose  (he  chance  of 
saving  both,  "  cheat  mc  agaiii  if  you  can." 

"  That  \  certainly  shall,"  said  Ibe  weeping 
Rupplicant,  "  by  auddcnly  becoming  boDest." 

"  One  ivould  fancy  from  the  figure  yoa  80 
lately  cut,"  rejoined  the  butcher,  "  that  you 
have  ncver  necded  to  be  olherwise." 

"  Alas  !"  rctnrned  Jiacomo,  with  a  deep 
sigh,  "  I  am  indeed,  to  the  disgraco  of  my 
nnfortunate  l'amily,  well  descended  ;  I  have 
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are  ihc  Jevil  in  disguisv,  aller  all;  but  it' 
you  will  try  to  repeat  the  palernoster,  and 
dip  yoor  hands  in  this  porriDger  of  holy 
vrater,  I  will  endeavour  to  bclievo  tha* 
you  are  but  a  mortal  like  myself ;  and  tbaf  s 
a  wider  Stretch  of  my  faitb  than  ever  your 
pany-appctited  master  made  of  bis  jaws 
when  bo  dovoured  half  the  Contents  of  my 
well-famishod  shop  for  a  Single  luncheoo." 
The  proselyte  of  gratitude  (for  such,  in- 
tleed,  Jiacomo  truly  was)  cheerfully  com- 
pUed  withthe  formulaandlaTation  required; 
after  wbich  Buffalomanzo  proposed  to  im- 
mediataly  remove  him  in  a  conrenient  car- 
riage  to  bis  own  house,wbere,  after  the  eure 
of  bis  wound  was  completed,  bß  should,  by 
way  of  maltingbis  6wu  feelings  more  inde- 
peudent,  assume  the  care  of  bis  accoanls, 
and  the  duty  of  makiag  out  bis  bills,  until 
somewbat  moie  wortby  of  hie  talents  and 
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Tromoisextraordinary  conduct, 
more  extraordinary  silence. 

Fired  with  rescntmcnt,  thoagb  sie 
with  suspicion  and  paUied  by  fei 
doobting  wliat  extent  of  confideoce  tl 
creant  might  have  reposed  in  bis  stL 
and  new  ally,  they  ncvertheless  hesitateJ 
at  pricking  down  Jiacomo's  name  in 
book  of  Tcngeancc  ;  bat  what  form  tlm 
tended  retribntion  should  wear,  or  irfl 
qnarter  be  hurled  from,  remained  aBdl 
minod,  tili,  by  completely  evacaatiB^ 
niined  palazzo,  they  had  secured  tbemiri 
Bgainst  tbat  detection,  witb  tbe  droril| 
wbicb  their  minds  were  now  pcrpeC^ 
hannted  and  distarbed.  >■ 

At  length  tbe  appalled  tiiomvirat^i 
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faopc  ot  olttainiog  an  carly  opporLunity  of 
payiog  hU  OWD  wagcs  froin  an  old  faiuily 
slroog  box  kepl  by  Ibe  joUy  Bonofacio's  bed- 
itide,  and  so  rieh,  as  well  aa  anUent,  as  to 
be  tiic  talk  of  thc  country.  Fabricio,  wttii 
lilüe  otber  purposc  Ihau  tbat  of  kceping  thc 
objecto!' ibcir  rcTenge  pcrpclually  in  vietv, 
contriTcd  to  becomc  an  altendant  at  an  lius- 
pital,  exacüy  opposite  to  ttio  bouse  of  Buf- 
falomaozo;  white  Salatro,  mountingthegarb 
of  a  FreDch  officer,  took  U|)  bi«  lodgings  at 
tbe  Alöergo  Reale,  onc  of  tho  most  fasbion- 
able  and  boeit  irequented  houses  of  entertain- 
menl  in  tbe  cily^  wberc  was  established  a 
gaming  table,  by  bis  practiccs  at  wbich  be 
had  little  doabl  bot  he  should  bc  enabled  to 
dücbarge  bis  ruckoning. 

Bcmofacio,  tho  frank  and  bomcly  mastor 
of  Beynardi,  had  au  only  cliüd,  a  fair  and 
atniablo  daughter,  wbose  birth  had  madc 
bim  for  etgblecn  ycars  a   widowcr.     Lillia 
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waslovely,  but,  utterly  unconscioufi  oflnvelj 
netis,  appcared  in  that  vcry  UDConäciouäDi 
lovclier  still :  gentle  cven  to  humblenesä,  yi 
pmudl;   virtuous;    wise,  wilty,  but  utterli 
unasätuning. 

Rcynard  i  no  sooncr  ?aw  and  hcard  her  (foi 
shc  watj  absent  IVom  liome,  un  a  visit  (o 
aiint  wbo  dwclt  at  Valonibrosa,  wben  he  fii 
came),  tban  he  feit  as  thongh  he  could  have' 
parted  witli  bis  life  to  defcnd,   rather  than 
havc  risked  onc    hair  to  dcfraud   tho  inhe- 
ritance  of   so  fair,  so  exccllcnt  a  creature<i 
Soon  aller  her  rctum  home,  he  had  Ibe  bappy 
cliance  of  saving  the  innocent  objcct  of  bisi 
devotcdadmiration  from  great  and  imniincnt'< 
pcril,  to  ^¥bich  abc  wiiscxposed  by  the  as- 
saultsofaninfuriated  bull,  whicfa.scized  witb 
suddcn  madncss,  rusbcd  beadlong  from  bis 
pasturc,  dealiug  injury  and  dcath  to  every 
objocl  of  bis  fatal  fury:   for  tbis  act  tho  ro-'" 
joicing  Büuofacioaijsurcdhim  br  sboutdcvcr ' 
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H  "What!"  would  he  mcntally  cxclaim,  io 

F  tbis     frequeot    anguisbcd     self-communion, 

"Eball  Lillia,  ibo  lovcly,  tlic  cfaaste,  the  un- 

suspectiog  Lillia,  Ijccotne  thc  wedded  partiicr 

Iof  a  vagrant  sharper,  a  wanderiDg  pilfcrcr — 
uay,  the  intcndcd  Lhief  of  her  own  gencrous 
parcDt's  weallb?  Shall  her  Joinlorc  be  but 
care  aiid  sorrow ;  and  the  only  inberttance  of 
the  innoccnt  babes  of  her  conlidiQg  bosom, 
sbanicT  Oarcs  a  vaiii,  vilc,  idlc  wasp,  Üio 
pitiful  pnrloincrof  bis  neighbour'shive,aspire 
to  bcar  tbc  sacrcd  namcs  of  husbasd,  father  t 
Pcrish  the  presümptuous,  the  impious  wish ! 
forbid  it,  honour,  gratitudc ;  but,  tnost  of  all, 
forbid  it  real  love !  No !  I  will  «ander  far 
away  from  this  too  bright,  too  dear  tempta- 
tion,  and  live  by  labour  or  die  of  grief,  whero 
my  desiring  cycs,  at  Icast,  may  sin  no  more." 
Still  liogering,  though  hopeleas,  love 
wrought  new  delays;  and  botJi  Reynardi  aud 
Lillia  piacd  in  secrct,  and  from  the  sam» 
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bis  t'ather,  wbo,  though  not  as  rieh  aa  himaeir, 
was  pretty  well  to  do  in  the  worM ;  and  on  bim, 
a.s  tbc  most  cligiblc  person  in  bis  wiioievirt- 
nity,  did  he  fix  for  the  purpose  of  raising  tbe 
young  stock  in  question.  Now,  to  say  tbe 
(ruth,  Leonato's  father,  withoul  any  particular 
fancy  for  providing  playthings  for  hts  dotage, 
had  nevcrtbeless  bcen  thinking  that  a  match 
for  bi»  soll  witb  bis  rieb  neigbbqur's  fair 
daughter  would  be  one  of  tbe  best  improvc- 
ments  in  tlieir  property  wbicb  tbey  bad  ever 
attempted :  it  is  not,  therefore,  unnatural  that 
BoDofacio's frank  and  liberal  proposalswould 
be  niet  by  Mm  witb  suavity,  and  by  bis  sod, 
wbose  heartwascomplelely  disengaged,  with 
wartnth.  But  young  folks,  bowever  amenable 
they  may  provc  in  more  inditferent  matters, 
arc  apt  sometimes  to  turn  out  a  littlc  unma- 
nageable  in  tbose  of  tbe  keart;  in  tbe  arrange- 
ments  pertaining  to  wbicb,  justice,  nature,  or 
Komewbal  very  like  tbem,  has  almost  univer- 
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saJIjr  pDt  it  into  their  green  be&ds  lliey  have 
a  right  (o  t>e  coDsidered  not  as  seconds,  but 
principats.  \ot,  tndeed,  tbat  this  spirit  of 
insubordinatioD  appeared  in  tbe  bridegroom 
«lect,  Lbe  young  LeoDato :  he,  od  the  contrary, 
breathed  the  very  spirit  of  complacency,  and 
bad  already  began  to  plan  some  very  no- 
table improvements  in  BoDofacio's  mulberry 
gardeas  and  olire-grounds  ;  but  Lillia,  upon 
Üie  very  first  noüfication  of  the  existing  treaty, 
lunied  as  pale  as  death,  and,  vi'üh  one  long 
aod  deep  sigb,  sank  in  a  swoon  at  her  father's 
liE«t,  where  she  lay,  for  a  time,  aa  cold  as 
inaiiile,  and  seemingly  equally  inanimate. 

The  cries  of  tbe  surpriscd  and  distressed 
parent  soon  brought  all  hiä  servanls  and  de- 
pendenl;}  aboat  him  :  oor  was  Keyuardi  the 
last  in  the  aaxious  train  ;  he,  stooping  down, 
caugbt  the  inscnsate  maidcn  to  bis  bosom, 
and,  rendered  frautic,  regiudless  ofall  forms 
by  her  supposed  suddvn  dcmise,  raved  aloud 


U>  HeaveD  and  man  o(  bis  bopelcas  lovc,  liis 
grief,  and  his  despair. 

TJilia  awoko  to  life  at  the  Dear  accents  of 
that  belovcd  voice  whicb  alone  spoke  com- 
Jbrt  to  her  melaiicboly  soul ;  but  her  fatfaer, 
now  little  rcjoiciog  atbef  rcvival,  sternly  re- 
proacbcd  her  for  baving  rebclHousIy  and 
clandeatinely  encouraged  tlie  presumptuotu 
love  of  bis  bireling  bind.    "  Does  he  Iben,  ■ii<-   , 
deed,avowbisiovc?"  cried  the  nuwttoloDger  1 
tinild  Lillia.   "  Now,  theo,  I  sball  die  contcat;  i 
since  he,  and  only  he,  is,  or  ever  can  be,  iht  ] 
possessor  of  mint." 

Bonofacio,  the  first  fennent  of  bis  onger  1 
abated,  readily  admitted   the  youug  man'a 
morit8,  and  tbe  greatncss  of  tbeir  obligatioiu  \ 
to  bim,  wbich  he  said  be  was  ready  and  moat 
williog  to   caocel  by    any   gill   wittiin    bis  J 
moans,  sbort  of  bis  daugbter. 

"  But  for  him  you  liad  bad  no  daugbter," 
snid  Lillia,  "aud  all  your  otber  poasessions  1 
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Koald  Uieo  have  been  as  UDvaiunble  to  you, 
OS,  nitfaout  me,  they  would  now  provc  to 
tiim :  bnt  since  you  gnesscd  not  tlie  ooly 
foerdon  he  would  prefer,  why  have  you  been 
thustardy  in  selecting  from  your  ample  storcs 
soch  reconipense  as  you  might  deem  accept- 
able  t  You  possessed  many  modes  of  benclit- 
tinginy  preservcr;  yourhouse,  your  orchards, 
yonr  wide-extended  ficlds,  niu]beiTy-j2:ardens, 
olhre^rounds,  and  Tincyards;  yonr  stock,  und 
yoor  <fold — each  or  all  of  these  might  have 
been  called  into  reqnisition  by  gratitiide :  but 
/,  in  these  my  days  of  minorship  and  maiden- 
bood,  /  had  noDght  of  my  own  lo  givc,  save 
my  keart,  and  that  is  given,  unalivrably  given, 
to  tbe  saver  of  my  life." 

Yoimg  LeonatD  and  bis  falber  nere  both 
anditors  of  this  scene,  eind  seemed  so  little 
affectcd  either  by  Lillia's  distress,  or  tbe  fore- 
going  frank  acknowlodgment  of  a  prior 
paasioo,  as  to  propose  that  the  priest  should 
vol.,  I.  L 
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Uf  seilt  für,  and  tbe  projected  raarriage 
iuitDetiiately  solemnized,  as  the  must  rcudy 
as.  well  HS  efTectaal  means  of  crushJng  for 
ever  the  rebellious  buds  of  an  uDsanctioned 
love, 

"  Biit,  hold  ye  yet  awlüle,"  cried  old 
Bonolacio  ;  "tbis  is  not  altogetlier  pretty  ia 
you,  neighbours.  Here's  my  daugbter  loolc- 
ing  more  like  a  shroudcd  corpse  ttiau  a  bluah- 
itig  bridc  j  and  int^tead  of  curing  her  ailment  | 
by  cordials,  you  ofFer  her  poison.  Dy  uiy 
faith,  neighbüUTs — t'aUier  and  son — it  seems 
as  tbough  you  would  takc  lier  witbout  a  head 
as  well  as  lackiug  of  a  hearl,  ratber  than  let 
the  poivrr  of  making  improvements  in  my 
property  go  by," 

The  Leonatos,  senior  and  junior,  both 
slunk  away  very  unccrcmoniously,  and  some- 
what,  to  say  the  truth,  out  of  countenanca; 
whilc  Bonofacio  placed  the  little  milk-white 
band  of  Lülia  in  that  of  Reynardi;    who. 
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sbriakingfromthcprofferedblessing.dropped 
to  bis  feet,  odd,  coverioß  tiis  face  with  both 
haads,  sobbed  out, — "No!  ueverwill  labQse 
jrour  goodness.  I  am  unwortby  to  look  an 
honest  man  in  the  face,  much  less  (o  receive 
sDch  a  gift  frotn  bis  hands !  \ever  would  1 
have  rcTealed  my  ill-fatcd,  preaumptuous 
love,  had  I  not  believed  its  object  dead,  and 
hope  with  hercxtinct  for  ever." 

"  Blessed  niistake  '."  cxclaiined  Lilüa  ; 
"  my  faocied  deatb  has  brouglit  me  lifo  witb 
lote!" 

Poor  Reynardi !  bc  was,  indecd,  sore 
beset — passion  on  onc  band,  and  principlc 
OD  the  otber,  runoing  htm  bard;  but  principle 
üiamphetl  for  a  while,  tili  LilHa  ^ew  ill,  her 
cheeks  tost  their  bloom,  and  her  tender  eyes 
Ifaeir  lostre ;  and  Reynardi  found  that  even 
the  triumph  of  principle  migbt  be  bought 
too  dear.  With  the  purpose,  tlien,  of  endea- 
TOnring  to  eradicate  tbe  ill-plarcd  preference 
L  2 


ul'liisinnoceiil  and  bcaulil'ul  miatrcss,  hc  cn- 
dured  thc  ordcal  ot'  cODfessing  thc  hitherto 
guarded  »iecrct  of  bis  past  iiefarious  course 
of  life;  uay.eveiithe  motive  wbich  originally 
led  hiin  to  seck  the  service  of  BoQofacio 
itaelf  at  last  stood  revealed.  Tbc  discovery 
was  dreadftil,  and  agonizing  was  the  struggle 
whicb  cnsucd  ia  the  mind  of  the  upright 
farmer;  biit  thc  listlcss  step,  the  languid  eye, 
the  slight  hectic  cough  of  bis  Litlia,  were  all 
irresistible  petitions  for  that  remission  which 
the  culprit  deiiied  himself,  and  dcsircd  not  to 
obtain  from  others,  Insensibly  both  falber  as 
well  as  danghter  learned  to  pity  wherc,  at 
ßrst,  they  could  bat  condemn ;  and  afler  all 
the  developinents  had  been  made,  not  one  of 
the  parties  remaincd,  at  the  twelvemonths' 
end,  as  adverse  to  the  match  as  Reynardi  . 
himself. 

Wc  do  not  profess  to  explain  by  wbat  pre» 
eise  and  particular  mcans  heatlastcontrived  J 
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lo  overcome  bis  coascieDÜous  scruples ;  bift 
c«rtain  it  is  that  thc  ensoiug  Easter  beheld 
hha  tfae  bleased  and  grateful  husband  of  bis 
adored  Lülia,  who  speedUy  rcgaiDcd  ber 
bealtfa,  bloom,  and  chcerfulness ;  änd  in  two 
years  presented  as  many  rosy,  smiling  girls 
tLB  playfellowB  to  ber  expectant  and  much 
delijfhLed  father. 

Soon  aller  entering  upon  bis  ncw  dutics  at 
Üie  Hospital,  as  Fabricio  was  onc  moniing 
employcd  in  watcriug  thc  court-yard,  he  ob- 
flcnrcd  an  aged  man  wcarily  usccnding  tbe 
Steps  wbicb  Icd  tu  tbc  portico  :  prcscntly  he 
groancd  alood,  tottered,  and  would  bare 
lallen  hcadlong  down  thcm,  but  tbat  Fabricio 
nui  and  caugbt  him  in  bis  arms.  The  poor 
old  man,  w  bo  bad  not  lost  bis  senses,  tbougb, 
from  Tatigue  und  hunger,  bis  strength  bad 
failed  bim,  lifted  up  bis  heavy  eyes  witb  a 
glance  of  gratitude  to  bis  kiiid  supporter, 
wbilc  Ihosc  of  Fabritio,  rivctting  Ihemselvc« 
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upon  tbe  counteaance  of  liis  venerablc  bur- 
then,  recogDised  bis  Cor  many  years  descrted 
father !  But  tlic  recoguitiou  was  not  mutual : 
Fabricio  had  growii  t'rom  mero  boyhood  into 
tbe  meridian  ol'  Ute ;  tbe  arüficial  complexion 
and  borrowed  hair  »hieb  he  wore,  more- 
over,  aided  moät  effectually  to  conceal  hia 
identity,  whicb  shame,  as  well  as  appre- 
liension  of  tbe  banefid  eäects  whicb  a  too 
precipitatc  disclosure  ol'biaiseir  might  pro- 
duco  lipon  tbe  äpirits  of  bis  already  ex- 
hausted  parcut,  induced  bim  to  wisb  yet  a 
little  louger  to  conceal. 

ilaviiig  carct'ully  seated  his  fatber  upoo  a 
bencb  in  tbe  hall,  he  easily  procured  Irom 
Ihe  Provittilore  of  the  house  somc  winej 
brcad,  and  other  refreshments,  which  he  ea- 
gcriy  pressed  upon  his  acceptaoce ;  and,  aftei 
partaking  ol'  tbesc  vcry  nccdful  comforts, 
and  cnjoyiog  of  an  hour's  rest,  tfac  senioi 
wai>  HO  well  rccovered  of  bis  accidcutal  iu- 
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dispositioD,  as  to  be,  as  much  by  grafitude  ns 
ihe  nataral  garrulity  of  age,  casily  led,  by 
tbe  artfui  insinaations  ol'  bis  anknown  son, 
into  a  füll  dieclosur«  of  bis  past  conccTDs, 
and  Ihe  purpase  of  bis  prcsent  pilgriinagc. 

"  1  am,  kind  stranger,"  said  the  old  man, 
"  a  oative  of  tbe  furtbermost  part  of  Cala- 
bria,  and  long,  Tcry  long,  it  is  since  these 
old  eyes  have  lookcd  upon  a  small  but 
pleasant  farm  (bcre,  which  by  birthright 
I  Joberited  and  enjuyed,  and  wbicb,  tbough 
it  has  long  been  basely  and  cruelly  witfalield 
from  0ie,  is  still,  in  the  course  of  justice,  an- 
qaeetionably  my  own :  oncc  1  dnelt  on  it 
most  cbcerily,  relishing  mycoarse  undbrowu 
brcad,  hecause  it  was  scasoncd  by  toil,  and 
sweelencd  by  duty  aud  by  love  !  1  bad  by 
my  dear  hapless  wife,  twofinc  and  hcaltbfui 
children,  a  girl  and  boy,  both  boni  at  a 
birtb,  aud  both  dearcr  ihun  Ibcir  own  twm 
oibü  of  üight  to  thcir   doaling  parcnts;  aud 
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well,  as  tbey  grew,  did  they  merit  out  uUuost 
love,  oar  utmost  care:  l'uir,  towardly  crea- 
tures  they  were,  as  ever  blessed  with  cbemb 
smileä  a  pareot's  boaid.  My  family  aever 
receivcd  aller  their  birllis  aay  further  iu- 
crea&e;  aud,  aa  my  Fabricio  grew  up,  he 
helped  me  mighüly  in  my  daily  toils.  Every 
thing  went  od  easily  and  succcssl'uUy  :  my 
daughter,  my  swcet  Bettioa,  nas  in  her  de- 
partment  equally  industrious  and  usefui; 
sbe  minded  Ibc  dairy  and  apiary,  in  which 
my  beloved  partuer  took  great  interest  and 
delight,  with  indefatigable  care  and  atten- 
tion; and  wheu  those  duties  were  done, 
wonld  cbeerl'uUy  reaumc  her  distalf  by  her 
dcar  mothcr's  side,  and,  cver  still  at  onr 
rctum  from  tbe  üeld,  smiling  i'aces,  a  neat 
heartb,  a  well-stored  cleanly  board,  and  a 
Joyous  lay,  wcrc  nur  welcome,  our  precious 
reward !" 
Tbc  old  man   pauscd ;  hcavy    tears  broke 
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Iroin  bin  cyes,  and  slowly  tricklod  down  hiü 
stlrery  beard:  be  smote  bis  breast  and 
deeply  sigbed,  while  nature,  aided  liy  re- 
morse,  levied  the  same  sad  iTJbtitc  Irotn  tlie 
heart-smitten  prodigal,  who,silent]y  walkiog 
aside,  round  it  tbe  moät  difficult  feint  lie  cver 
yet  had  practised,  to,  at  last,  return  to  bis 
Tatfaer   nith  an  unmffled  countenance. 

By  tili»  time  tbe  storm  of  regrct  had  passed 
away  from  the  senior,  für  it  was  unpolluted 
by  retnorsc;  a  lingering  toar,  indeed,  still 
hnng  opon  bis  wbito-fringed  Jid  :  but  the  suu- 
bcam  of  resignation,  wbich  now  illumitied 
bis  nptumed  eye,  sooD  chascd  away  tbo  fu- 
gitive  dcw-drop  of  sorrow. 

"  Those  comforts  have  all,  indeed,  de- 
paited,"  Said  he,  mcekly  crossiug  his  bands 
opon  bis  breast :  "  cven  likc  tbe  mists  of 
morning  arc  thcy  gonc.  But  God's  will  be 
donc!  He  baä  yct  left  rne  tntegrity  and  pa> 
tieocc ;  anil  conld  I  but,  crc  1  dcsccnd  inlu 
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my  grave,  obtain  tidings  of  niy  (-niel  but 
still  much  beloved  boy,  1  thiiik  I  couldevcn 
die  content .'" 

"  Your  aon,  then,  is  tmng  T"  said  Fabri- 
cio,  in  a  smotfaered  voicp. 

"I  hopc  so,"  Teplied  Ihe  old  man;  "  but 
alast  for  morc  than  these  lifteen  years  he 
has  been  silent  as  the  dead  to  mc." 

By  this  time  Ihe  stated  bour  for  pcrforminp 
some  of  tbe  diities  of  bis  service  arrivcd,  and 
Fabricio  was,  therefore,  niosl  reluctantly 
compelled  to  tear  himself,  for  the  present, 
from  his  par«at's  side ;  but  he  did  not  do  this 
tili  he  had  won  a  promise  from  the  old  man 
to  accept  of  tho  faospitality  of  the  housc  for 
a  few  days,  in  order  to  rocruit  bis  age,  tra- 
vel,  and  care  wom  frame  with  needfiil  reat: 
he  aoon  retumcd,  foUowed  by  the  proper 
officer,  to  reccivc  the  old  man's  personal  ap- 
plication  for  admission,  which  was  no  sooner 
made  than  avccpted;  aiid  Ihe  senior,  accom- 
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modated  beneath  the  bcnevolent  root,  re- 
c«ivcd  all  due  care,  retVeshment,  aod  atteo- 
ttOQ;  while  his  heart-rent  and  already  re- 
claimed  aoa,  whohad.thoiigh  still  unknown, 
WOD  largely  on  his  affection,  snatched  every 
momeat  wbicb  )ie  could  win  f'rom  ihc  dis- 
chai^e  uf  bis  menial  officcs  tu  attend  lipon 
his  uocoDscious  and  beloved  parent  witb  the 
most  unremittiDg  teiiderucss  and  devoted 
Glial  care.  During  the  course  oi  bis  ätay  at 
tbe  bnspital,  tbv  old-  man  thus  resutoed  the 
stoiy  of  fais  woes : — 

"  My  son  was  about  l'ourtcpn  ycars  ofagc, 
wbcnabandot'  Zingannos*,  wiiotn  the  dan- 
geroas  illness  of  their  chicf  had  dctaiood 
upou  our  shores  during  the  wiiole  of  the  win- 
ter,  begau  to  be  very  trouülesomc  by  their  too 
frequent  Visits  to  my  farm:  tlicy  camc  with 
pretence  to  beg,  and  werc  nevcr  denied,  if 
U  vas  buta  measuru  of  llour,  a  äask  of  oil. 
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nt  cveo  a  lapt'ul  ot'  chesnuts.  Stiil  1  uever 
bad  suffered  them,  during  thcir  trouble  inthe 
inclemeiit  seasoii,  to  go  away  cmpty,  for 
almsdeeds  aro  still  rcndcrcd,  by  God's  espe- 
cial  mcrcy,  bicssings  to  him  that  gives,  lar^ 
far  morc  precious  than  to  him  who  receives : 
and  it  was  not  tili  T  discovcrcd  that  my  aou 
had  growD  too  fond  of  the  converse  of  tliose 
wisc  but  wild  waiidererä  that  tbey  suddeiily 
became  to  me  unwelcome  guests.  As  for 
Fabricio,  hc  would  hang  iipoQ  thc  breaüi  of 
their  witching  ups,  if  unhiudercd  by  me,  tor 
hours  ;  ihey  would  talk  to  him  ot  the  starx, 
thc  reniote  sccrets  of  whose  motions  and 
laws  their  fathers  had  (as  thcy  vaunted),  in 
their  original  soll  of  Egypt,  first  disrovercd 
and  alterwards  explained  to  the  wondering 
and  admiring  earth ;  thcy  would  demonstratc 
their  distances  from  this  globe  and  each  other, 
and  seemod  to  ecan  with  easy  compass  tbc 
politicfi  Ol  crcation. 
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"  My  boy  was  quick  of  apprcliension, 
acato,  and  untired  iu  tbe  seductivc  quest  of 
knowledge :  bis  natural  talenta  and  ready 
aptitude  for  learning  I  bad  caused  to  be  cul- 
tivated  by  out  guod  priest,  wbo  was  excel- 
lently  well  skilled  lo  discbarge  tbe  appointed 
trost  with  credit  botb  to  hiinself  and  pupil ; 
and  my  poor  boy  was  already,  among  oar 
simple  circle,  graced  witb  tbe  pleasing  title 
of  tbe  best  scbolar  in  tbe  faamlct,  when  these 
romanttc  ramblers  t'atally  raised  bis  re- 
aeaicbes  above  tbe  clouds,  where  tbey  also 
pretended  to  read  bis  destiny,  and  bade  him 
presame  on  one  tbat  would  provc  illustrioug. 
Fatal  prediction !  Ominoas  delusion !  Frotn 
ttenoeforward  he  neglucted  bis  htimble  but 
more  liseful  studies,  and  still  more  useful 
tabours ;  hia  aflections,  too,  diminisbed  with 
bis  indastry  and  bis  duty ;  and  my  commands, 
tbe  persuasioDs  of  bis  motJicr,  and  tbe  tears 
of  bis  oncc  darling  sister,  worc  alikc  disre- 
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garded.  Petulance  soon  succeeded  lo  sol- 
lenness  and  obstinacy,  and  insolence  too 
soon  to  theäe :  remonstrance  and  restraint 
both  proved  alike  insudicient  to  reclaim  bim ;  ~ 
and  when  hcalth  and  tbe  returning  suu  bad 
suBiciently  warmed  into  activity  tbe  nest  of 
vipers  wliich  I  liad  myself  so  materially 
aided  to  cherish,  they  took  to  tbe  sea,  and, 
wttb  tbem,  decoyedaway  tbejoy  ofmy  eyes, 
tbe  liopcs,  tbe  promise  or  my  decliningage, 
my  beloved  Fabricio ;  of  whoro,  tbough 
sougbt  wiLh  the  niosl  unrenütting  diligeuce 
of  aoxious,  expensive,  and  personal  en- 
quiry,  I  bave  uever  sincc  obtained  the 
slightest  or  remotest  tidings. 

"Forsome  weeks  aller  the  occurrenceof 
tbis  calamitous  and  mysterious  evenl,  my 
dear  and  wortby  wile,  the  faitbful  partner  of 
my  toils,  my  joy?,  and  sorrows,  bore  up 
better  than  I  could  have  dared  to  expect : 
but  tbecalm  was  biit  evanesceot;  soon  alike 
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faded  awa;  the  trust  of  patience  and 
mor«  Tirid  illusions  of  hope,  and  her  long- 
restrained  solicitude  and  distress  burst  forth 
at  onee.  Themost  franticravings  succeeded 
U>  her  tender  tears  and  pious  aspiratiotüi ;  a 
dreadfnl  t'evcr  of  Ibc  brain  ensued,  by  which 
her  life  was  immineDtly  endangered,  and 
froni  whicb  she,  at  last,  arose  a  confinned, 
a  hopeless  lunatic.  For  more  Ihan  a  year 
I  pcrststed  in  keepia^  her  beueath  niy  once 
happy  roof,  dcvoting  to  her  Service  and  at- 
tendance  ali  my  days  aod  thc  grealer  portion 
ofmy  uights;  but  her  disorder  almost  hourly 
iDcreased;  her  violence  and  ftiry  becatne 
unbounded,  dangerous,  and  unrestrainable. 
All  »be  had  nioat  loved,  she  now,  in  conse- 
qaence  of  a  stränge  yct  very  cominoa  Symp- 
tom of  her  fatal malady,  most  abhorred;  and 
she  perpelually  threutened,  nay  sought,  to 
take  my  life,  and  that  of  her  once  much- 
loved  and  most  afilicled  daughter.     Disnp- 
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pointed  ia  Uiose  atlcmpts,  she  repealedly  en- 
deavoured  to  destroy  herseif;  and,  to  pre- 
serve  her  üfe  as  well  as  our's,  coercion  and 
contincmeat  became  indispensable. 

"  The  holy  and  cxcellent  Lady  Abbess  of 
the  Convent  of  St.  Clarc,  near  to  which  iny 
rural  abodc  was  situatcd,  at  Icngth  prcvailed 
on  mc  to  yield  up  the  dear  forlom  one  to  her 
care  ;  and,  wilh  a  rcluctant  and  breaking 
beart,  I  at  last  subraitted  to  the  charitable, 
humane,  and,  in  sliort,  indispensable  airange- 
raent  proposed :  my  bapiess  wife  was  ac- 
cordingly  carcfully  convcyed  to  tbe  convent, 
wbere  skitful,  expcricnced,  and  constant  tne- 
dical  attcndance,  regulär  and  proper  regiroen, 
and  the  most  profound  quiet,  togetber  witb 
tlie  coniplete  cxclusion  of  every  offensive 
object,  were  all  united  and  resorted  to,  to 
effect  a  eure,  or  at  Icast  a  palliation  of 
the  disca^e.  Biit,  alas !  its  hopeless  invete- 
racy  delicd  evcry  »alutary,  every  pious  aid; 
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l'orget  her.    Herhealth  geutly,  thougb  buC  too 
perceptibly,    declioed ;  and  1  vowetl  u  pil- 
grimage  to  our  holy  Lady  of  Lorelto  for  the. 
triple  restotation  of  my  erring  son,  my  wife'a 
reasoD.and  my  daughtersbealth.  Soon  öfter, 
1   entrusted  the  care  of  my   fanu    aod  tbe 
guardjausbip  of  my  cbild  to  a  married  kiau- 
luan,  and  set  Ibrward  to  redeem  my  sacred 
pledge;  bat,  alas !  six  raontbs  aller,  when  I  re-.  ■ 
turoed  from  my  travel,  and  expected  from  mga 
relatlTetherefundmentof  my  all,  betotallyre^n 
ftisedtbe  required  restoration,  aad  produced 
a  forged  iustniment  dated  a  few  days  prior 
to  my  departure,  which  sei  fortb  that  I  bad, 
for  the  consideration  ofacertain  sumtbereia 
alludcd  to  as  already  received,  l'ormally  mada  J 
over  and  sold  the  wbole  of  my  patrimoniaM 
property  to  bim  and  bis  heirs  for  ever :  but    ' 
wbat  was  infinitely   more  atrocious,   be  had, 
forgettiog  tbe  tie«  of  kindred,  the  sacred  obli- 
gatioDs  of  virtue  aad  conjugal  fldelity. 
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dimplcd  ch«ek.  Love,  nbich  finds  or  crcatc 
a  paradise  nhcrerer  it  enters,  had  iiecn  tfaftl 
occasioD  of  Ulis  happy  change.  The  ) 
vridow  was  blesaed  with  an  only  soo,  virto« 
uns,  iodustnoua,  §:«itle,  and  pions ;  he  had 
welcomed  the  forlom  outcast  with  a  bTother's 
pity— thut  pity,  soon  as  he  proved  my  Bet- 
tina'» kindred  virtues,  had  learned  to  own  a 
tenderer  namc;  while  tbe  gratitude  of  my^  ] 
chiM  had,  as  she  confossed  to  me,  experi<i< 
PDced  a  similar  and  almost  equally  rapid 
traosmutation:  but  botb,  though  their  loves 
were  blesssed  by  tmt  parent's  fiill  approval, 
bad  Aiteously  awatted,  ere  tbey  indutg 
them,  tbe  sanctioo  of  another.  My  case  n 
one  ofsome  deticacy,  and  I  failed  not  to  repre- 
sent  to  Erminio,  tbat  tbe  child  of  bis  niotber's 
friend  was,  at  present,  portionlcss,  and  bot 
too  likely  (o  remain  so:  bc  ansirered  butbyil 
showTDg  to  mc  bis  kands,  young,  strong^,  i 
nerved  by  early  and  bcalthfu)  toil,  and  byiM 
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pointiDgf  to  protective  beaveo,  and  thcn  to  bis 
own  faithCuI  and  generoos  keart ;  while  on 
the  othcr  side  bis  mother,  with  Streaming 
eye»,  besought  me  not  to  deoy  happinefts  to 
three  imploring  bearta,  wbo  cotüd  oaly  derivc 
tbe  precioas  boon  from  my  award. 

"  I  looked  upoB  my  Bettina;  she  was  my  last 
remaining  treasure:  sod,  wife,  and  sbelter 
were  all  lofit  to  mc  for  ever !  But  ought 
solfisb  motives  to  prevent  my  performing  to 
Üiat  loTcd  and  last  treasure  a  pareat'a  duty  ? 
fiy  Uie  mere  brcatb  of  my  ups  I  coultl  roplace 
her  troant  brotber  with  a  life-long  protector 
Jo  a  tendor  and  virtuoiis  husband ;  another 
Motber,  too,  another  bome,  might  bc  her's  if 
f  tmt  willed  they  ahoald  be  »o :  aod  could  a 
/oiier  longer  hesitateT  No!  Themistofna- 
ttire's  woakness  indeed  rose  involuntarily  to 
my  eyes ;  but  I  groped  oat  the  bauds  of  my 
BettiDa  and  her  Erminio,  jotried  tbcm,  and 
blessed  the  sacred  compact :  and  though  my 
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beait  was  a  littlc  sorc  at  first,  Iheir  pure  aiid 
artlessjoy,  and,  still  rnore,  the  consciousness 
of  having  done  my  duty.soon  soothcd  its  pain. 
The  bridal  qaickly  followed ;  ray  children  and 
the  gracioua  widow  rejoiced  exceediogly, 
and  I  endeavoured  not  to  mar  their  mirtb  by 
unseasonable  sadness.  The  Testivity  over, 
and  my  daughter  comlortably  settied,  I  coa- 
sidered  it  as  a  sacred  Obligation  which  I 
owed  to  my  rccreant  and  uncertRin-futed 
aon,  but  still  more  to  my  Betlina  and  her 
probable  ofTspring,  to  litigate  the  poasession 
of  my  tarm  with  my  unworthy  kinsman;  the 
attempt,  however,  though  loade  with  vigouv, 
proved  finally  abortive:  that  wicked  and 
artfui  man  had  eSectually  bribed  to  bis  ii^ü 
terest  the  only  lawycr  the  hamlet  alfordedfl 
that  very  person  had,  indced,  becn  tfac  cod- 
ductor,  though  not  the  suggestor,  ol"  the  whole 
srhemc,  and  the  skilt'iil  fabricator  oi'  the  de-  . 
cpptiuuH   Instrument,   which    it   was   to 
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ioteTest  of  hia  character,  as  weil  as  the  future 
adrantage  of  hia  parse,  most  strenuously  to 
nphold.  Besides,  I  bad  neither  moncy,  credit, 
nor  frieods,  to  eoable  me  to  carry  my  case  to 
Mek  f'or  justice  furüier  off:  all  I  could  with 
pradeoce  do,  was,  to  enler  a  solemn  and 
official  Protest  agaiost  the  nefarious  and 
wicked  proceediag,  and,  haviog  secn  this 
deposited  in  the  custody  of  tiic  proper  au- 
Üiority,  I  once  more  prepared  to  tum  luy 
back  upOD  my  native  place. 

"  My  good  rHend  the  pioiis  widow,  indeed, 
and  still  more  my  equally  aöectioaate  cbil- 
dtca,  earnestly  besoagbt  me  tn  uoloose  the 
latcbets  of  travel,  and  set  up  my  constant 
restbeneath  their  roof  of  unanimtty  and  love, 
fitriviDg  to  forget  that  I  bad  ever  known  or 
mied  anotber  homc :  but  it  could  not  be ! 
Tbe  wild  phrenzied  eye  of  my  disconsolate 
«ife  scemed  lo  sbool  lightnings  into  my 
brain  wbereTer  I  behcld  it;  yet  to  live  ncafi 
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and  not  set  her,  \ras  impossible;  nor  could 
I  pass  my  ri^tful  roof,  and  behold  it  witb- 
beld  l'rom  me  by  the  unjust  dctcntion  of  niy 
oivn  kinsrntm,  witliout  oinotioiis,  witfaoDt  re- 
pinings,  whicb,  vain  as  weil  as  useless. 
rendered  me  perfaaps  the  greater  sianer  of 
tbe  two.  Again,  tben,  though  witb  an  hcavy 
heart,  I  pronouncod  the  cruel  but  ncccssary 
Word,  Farewell !  and  wilh  the  exception  of 
two  Kbort  Visits  to  my  daaghtcr,  who  bas  bcea 
blest  with  a  uumcrous  progcny,  faave  been 
for  better  than  twelve  years  a  wandering 
pilgrim  ovcr  the  earth;  owing  my  bread  to 
c^arity,  bat  my  resig;nation  to  God  aloae; 
DOW  kaeeling  at  the  sbrines  of  St.  Geneviäve 
and  St.  Louis  in  France — nüw  numbering  my 
beads  on  the  brink  of  St.  Winifrod's  well, 
DT  at  tho  foot  of  St.  Beckct'B  tomb,  in  ßri- 
tahi :  noxt  bebotd  me  imploring  mcrcics  and 
relieffor  all  I  nevcr  can  cease  to  love  and  to 
regtet  of  St.  James  of  CompostcUa  in  Spain; 
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lipon  his head,  saying,  " Father,  I  bare  sinaed 
against  Heaveu  and  you,  and  am  no  more 
wortliy  to  be  calied  your  son .'" 

"  My  son  !"  exclaiined  the  old  man,  wjth 
a  convulsive  gasp;  "  you  my  son'."  and  feil 
faintingly  backw»rd.  Biit  lifc  was  preserved 
by  incredulity,  and  be  gratlually  again  re- 
vived.  "  Yort  are  not  my  son,"  said  he,  in  a 
faint  butsolemn  voice;  "yoiireyes,  indeed — 
your  aclion — the  trick  of  your  Ups  — nay, 
even  the  tones  of  yonr  voicc,  (though  mucb, 
much  hoarser)  arc  very  like  his.  and  I  bave 
thought  so  ere  now :  but,  then,  yonr  skin : 
kis  was  lily  white ;  your»  isi  as  the  sun- 
flower,  tawny ;  your  kair,  too,  is  ravett 
black,  while  my  Fabricio'^  was  fair  almost 
as  the  shiny  flax  which  his  poor  mnther  spun. 
Age  cannot  havc  occasioned  so  complete  a 
change  as  that." 

"  Bii(  arl  can,"  replied  Fabi-icio.  Ue  threw 
olT  the  artificial  covcring  «f  his  Haien  locks. 
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and,  ruDoJDg  to  somc  water  which  stood 
oppurtuaely  near,  soon  divested  bis  counte- 
nancc  uf  its  dosky  tinge. 

"Gracious  God  I"  cried  the  old  man, 
solemnl}'  sinkin^  on  bis  knees,  "  Ihou  hast, 
at  last,  heard  and  answcrcd  my  prayer»,  my 
rows'.  —  Ok.'  my  son  —  my  son!"  He  feil 
upon  bis  Dcck,  and  wept ! 

Could  a  liagering  duubt  bave  yet  disturbed 
ihe  seuior's  belief  of  bis  identity,  Fabricio's 
perfcct  kaowledgc  ol'all  tbeir  l'amily  conccrns 
pfeviously  to  bis  uuhappy  fiigbl,  and  par- 
ticulur  dcscription  of  tbeir  boiise  and  tands, 
aod  tbe  persona  of  bis  mother  and  sister, 
mnst  bave  convinced  iacredutity  itself:  the 
old  man  needed  no  otbcr  convictioii  than 
that  of  bis  own  eyes  and  heart. 

■;  Ask  nie  not  of  my  past  life,  my  dear 
father  I"  said  Fabricio,  duriug  an  afler  con- 
versBÜon  (wben  botb  bad  becume  more  com- 
posed  and  resigiied  to  happiness) :  "  all  of  life 
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that  is  past  is  black,  foul,  and  l'earful; — Ict 
its  record  rest  in  oblivion  :  but,  listen  to  tne, 
myparciit — listen  tomF,niyGod!  while  I  de- 
vote its  rc8iduc,however  limited,  boweTcrcx- 
tonded,  to  rcpcntance,  to  virtue,  and  to  daty!" 
He  bent  at  bis  father's  feet,  nho  heard,  weil 
pleased,  tbe  sacred  promise,  which  an^ls 
hailed  and  omnipotonce  itsclf  approved. 

Fabricio's  &rst  resolution  was,  as  soon  as 
bis  fatber's  lioalth  sbould  be  sufficiently  re- 
established,  to  convoy  him  to  Calabria,  and 
leave  no  human  means  nntricd  or  anattempt- 
ed  to  redress  bis  wrongs,  and  re-cstablish  bis 
decllning  age  in  bis  rightful  bome. 

It  had  blown  all  nigbt  a  strong  and  fcarful 
tempest,  when  tbe  fricndly  inhabitants  of 
Fabricio's  native  sea-washed  bamlet  raah«d 
with  tbe  ärst  beams  of  moming  in  crowds 
down  to  tbe  Strand,  to  rendcr  wbat  aid  tbey 
conid  to  the  crew  of  a  gallant  vessel  wrecked 
almostin  sight  of  port:   sevcral  of  tbe  sea- 
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dccncbed  mariners  bad  aircady  claimed  and 
received  from  them  the  Services  and  th«  dues 
of  bospitality  and  humanity;  whenayoimgf 
niao  swimmiDg  with  one  arm,  and  witb  the 
otber  suppoiting  a  vcncrablc  old  one,  altract- 
ed  and  cngaged  all  their  nodce,  all  their 
sympatby.  7^'ce  did  bis  pioas  burthen 
drop  beneath  tbe  waves,  and  ttvice  did  bis 
pTescrver  rescue  its  unresisting  prey  fro» 
the  encroaching  deep.  Again  the  boary  heaS 
19  wbeliaed ;  and  yet  once  morc,  witb  streo»' 
oDB,  witb  diSicuU,  and  painfui  efi'ort,  is,  by  tbe 
heavcn* sinne wed,  beaTen-blest  arm  of  blial 
duty,  a^in  upralsed.  Fabricio  lands  bis  pre- 
ciouü  trast  amidst  the  joyous,  the  approTia|p; 
acciaims  of  bis  admiring  conntrynicn,  and  the 
f«Uktr  kneels  to  tbe  son  for  life  beetowed ;  bat 
tbat  soo,  falling:  to  bis  venerated  fcet,  kisses 
and  bathes  them  witb  joyous  tears,  eacb  moro 
prccioas  tbaui  tbe  vaunted  poarl  of  Egypfa 
wastefal  queen :  bc  raisea  bis  parent  t< 
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f  shouidera,  he  bearä  him  in  tiiamph  to 
bis  sister's  palpitating  bosom,  aod  receives  in 
tbat  sacred  moment  the  kiss  of  reanion,  of 

forgivcncHs! 

UcatU  agonieR  were  wringing,  without 
inusleriHK  sufficient  power  to  finally  divorce 
frt»m  iU  long  sickness-worn  teoement,  the 
Kuilty  soul  (»f  the  pilgrim's  usurping  kins- 
man,  nt  Ihc  very  rnoment  wheD,  amidst  the 
loud  (irrlaims  ol'  Rpproving  hearts,  the  most 
precioiis  Irophics  nl'  ik  conqueror's  (Tain,  Fa- 
briclo,  l>cannK  hin  nged  parent  m  bis  arms, 
paased  uiihocdin^ly  iu  his  haste  bis  patemal 
dwclHiig;  and  as  tho  blessed  procession 
moved  on,  ovcn  bcneath  his  very  lattice,  the 
dyin?  man  was  in  the  art  of  delivcring  ioto 
the  Charge  of  a  more  just  and  eqoitable  legal 
adviser,  who  had  succeeded  in  office  hts 
former  nefarious  counsellor,  a  properly  at- 
tested  deed  which  soleinnly  acknowledged 
bis  guilt,    and    restored   Ihe  long  alienated 
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propcrty,  con^iderably  enricbed  by  many 
valuable  improvetiients,  to  its  rightfui  owoer. 
ChUdless,  widowed,  and  racked  by  tbe  tor- 
menU  of  anagoiiizing  aiid  iacurable  mteraal 
disease,  he  had  loDg  conteaded  with  pride, 
remorse,  and  the  dread  of  shame;  bat  that 
of  death,  near  and  inevitable,  had  at  last 
sunnouuled  cvery  inferior  scruple,  and, 
having  tnade  all  the  human  atonement  now 
possiblc,  he  venturcd  to  thiak  of  futurity. 
Uoirible  still  was  the  prospect;  bis  deeds 
liad  wning  the  bcart,  which,  already  sur- 
cbarged  with  sorrow,  had  rcposed  in  lüm 
trast,  confidence,  belief!  How  had  he  re- 
paid  the  sacred  deposit  ?  The  lorn  busband, 
the  bcreaved  father,  his  crime  bad  aided  to 
send  forth  a  mouTning  beggar  fugitive  to 
other  realm»,  to  wander  imsuccoured,  and 
die  unpilied  and  unknown.  Fear,  horror, 
and  deapair,  were  darting  their  iron  fangs 
ioto  bis  fast  riving  heart,  when  the  lond  and 
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reiterated  cries,  tbat  tbe  long  tniant  Fabrici«  j 
bad,  at  last,  retunicd   to  bis  nativc  shores> 
bearing   bis    sbipwrecked    and  Itfe-reacoed  I 
fatber  in  bis  arms,  ruog  ^oands  of  celesti^  I 
m«k>dy,  celestial  import,  ia  bis  dnlling  ears. 

"  Is  it,  then,  iodced  true?"  he  piercingly  ] 
exclairacd:  "  Fly,  fly,"  he  instantly  added  1 
to  bis  worthy  lawyer,  "  and  place,  while  yel  ] 
I  breathe,  your  trusted  deposit  in  my  wronged  J 
kinsman'shands,  and  say  to  thc  lovely  BeN  1 
tina  that  all  my  individual  wcalth  has  lon^p  j 
been  marlced  Cor  her,  for  her  and  her's  ;  sny  •! 
too  to  botb,  I  coDJnrc  yon,  that  I  repenl  j 
rae — ah  !  bow  much  t  bow  tnily ! — Oh,  graci-  I 
nns  heavcn!  tbe  tbick  darkncss  rollsaway — •  J 
the  prospect  brightens  into  glory.  I  cm  | 
notü  die ;  asd  I  die,  too,  in  hope." 

For  tbe  last  two  months   which  prccedeA  I 
the  return  of  her  hnaband  and   her  son,  tha 
long  f'urious  madoess  of  the  hapless  mateV'  ^ 
nal  martyr  had   subsidcd   into  a    calm  and 


genU«  melaacboly :  a  l'ew  weeks  at'ter  their 
arrival  she  became  subjert  to  long  fits  of 
intease  musing,  frotu  which  she  would,  at 
last,  Start  as  from  a  troubled  dream,  and 
preseotly  agaio  rclapse  into  iocoherence, 
brightcned,  bowever,  by  atrong  though  tran- 
sicnt  gleama  of  recollection. 

Dariog  one  of  those  eraneäcent  vistts  of 
memory,  her  assiduoas,  and  CTer-devoted 
and  attentive  daiighter,  who,  however,  from 
Uie  rcasona  before  explained,  seldom  ven- 
tored  into  her  presouce,  caosed  to  be  pre- 
scnted  to  her  a  nosegay  of  frcsb  thyme  and 
wall-dowers:  sheinmicdiafelycnqtiiredofher 
atleiidaDt  whether  the  be«s  had  yet  swarmed, 
and  if  Bettina  was  as  attentive  to  them  as 
timal.  Tbat  rejoioiDg-  but  strnngely  trem- 
bling  Bettina  was  now  the  happy  pa- 
reot  of  a  namerons  family,  the  cldest  of 
nbich,  a  daiighter,  her  namesake,  and  tfae 
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very  prototypc  of  herseif  at  the  saine  years, 
8lie  caased  to  be  introduced  in  her  charactcr 
(o  her  grandmother,  who  sUrted  at  f  he  sight 
of  her,  and  still  more  at  tbe  soiind  of  her 
voice.     Presently  she  ran,  and,  catcbing  her 
in  her  arms,  strained  her  to  her  bosom,  and, 
mournfully  complainiog  ofber  longabsence, 
kissed  her  forehead,  and,  for  the  first  time  i 
for  fiflecn  years,  wept.    A  fit  of  miiMng  suo 
ceedcd,  after  which  she  shook  her  licad,  and  | 
puthergently  away.     The  tender  girl,  hys* 
tericaily  soUbing,  clung  to  her  knees.     Sofl- 
ened,  but  not  conviDced,  her  grandmother, 
stooping,  bent  upon  her  face  a  slcdt'ast  gaze, 
a^  it  was  stipposed  in  search  of  a  small  scnt 
whkh  was  situated  near  her  daughter's   left  I 
templc:  dissatisüed   uith   tbe  reäüU   of  her  ] 
scniliny,  she   waved   her   hiind   raonrnfallyj 
saying,    '' Go,    fair  maiden !    go  in   peacel 
Y,^u4r>deed  reseml^Ie.iny  ReUiiiAi  lwt>.»lft9i  J 
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von  are  not  her!"     From  tbis   motnent   tbe 
medical  assistauts  declared  tbe  recovery  of 
her  intellects  certaiu  ard  near. 

Salatro,  tbe  last  of  our  adventurers,  lodged, 
*s  we  bave  bcfore  related,  at  the  Albergo 
Reale,  where  was  established  a  gaming  table, 
at  wUch  he  was  a  frequent  guest,  and  where, 
ooone  particular  evening,  he  contrived,  by 
means  of  dice  most  artfolly  loaded,  to  pick 
np  a  very  coDsiderahle  amount  of  cash.  Dis- 
appointment  and  adversity  sometimcs  dulls, 
bat  mach  otlener  is  observed  to  sharpen,  thc 
perceptioD£  and  intellects  of  tbeir  victims : 
the  latter  ofthoseeffectswere  prodnced  upon 
the  loaers  ofthat  evening,  who,  after  a  short 
cODSiiltaHiiD  atnong  tbcmäelves>  prepared  to 
saw  asander  the  deceitfui  dico  which  had 
proved  to  Ihem  so  ondeviatingly  uncml. 
FInstered  by  wioe  and  sncceas,  and  an- 
nerred  by  apprehension.Salatro  failed  of  bis 
acnutomed  adroitness  in  instantaneonaly  ac 
N  2 


I 


I 


creting  thc  subjects  ot'  suspicioD  and  sub- 
slilutiiig  ottiers  ot  an  iinexceptionable  cha- 
rarler  in  their  stcad,  aad  detectian  bccame 
inevitablc.  After  undcrgoing  a  succession 
of  tbe  most  insnlÜDg  invectives  and  afiron- 
tive  and  rcpulsivc  indignities,  hc  was,  as  tbe 
discovery  happencd  at  liie  very  dead  of  night, 
conveyed  up  stairs,  and  iniprisoaed  in  a 
strong  Upper  apartment  of  thc  Albergo,  for- 
merly  ased  as  a  storc-room,  bnt  now  nearly 
empty,  untii  the  civil  power  rould  bc  conTe- 
niently  aroused  to  take  him  into  custody. 

Sa]atro  inherited  froro  naturc  fine  and 
(|uick  sease,  but  hi^  tempet  was  soiir,  barsh, 
and  unbonding;  and  this  cast  of  charac- 
ter  it  was  which  had  rendered  him  com- 
pletely  inaccessible  to  the  rcinonstranccs  and 
cDtrcaties  of  Ihe  thrcc  fricnds  of  rcfürtn,  wbo 
bad  fdl,  previously  to  Fabricio's  embarka- 
tion  fpr,CA]abna  with  bis  father,  foiind  each 
otbeui!  tmi,  äad^  all,coUccti,vcly,  and  also  each 


iodivitlually,  strenoouttly  essaycd  to  disea- 
langle  tlieir  deserted  and  devoted,  but  mucb 
pitied  companioa  from  tlie  daugerous  meäbes 
ofbiticvil  ways.  V'ain  were  their  earaest 
uid  pious  essays ;  and  with  grieving  and  re- 
lactant  hearts  ihey  were,  at  length,  com- 
pelled  to  reiinquisU  a  work  far  beyond  their 
pnn;  tfaough  well  intentiooed  elTorts  to  nc- 
complisb :  yet  was  there  a  stroug  levea  of 
tendcrueüs  bid  witbiu  tho  very  inmost  core  of 
Salatro'ä  rugged-coated  heart,  which,  while 
it  keeoly  regretted  thc  severation  of  bis  tiireo 
companioQS  from  bis  ovra  aovr  desolated  for- 
tiutcs,  ardcutly  rejoiccd  in  their  much  amend- 
cd  temporal  prospccts ;  for  as  to  the  soul's 
interests  in  those  of  eternity,  he  but  sUghtly 
betieved  in,  and  less  rcgardcd  tbem ;  to  live 
lo  uac,  to  enjoy  to  the  utmost  tbo  powors  and 
the  goodsof  life,  to  die  andto  skep  forcver, 
was,  hc  endeavoured  tu  persuiidcbimsclf,  the 
bmlisb  and  limited  piirpoäc  of  mein,  Ibe  inuigi- 


ofhifi  Maker  s  creatioa.  Uinnan  beingäare, 
in  general,  but  too  apt  on  all  occasions  to- 
believe  wliat  they  most  wi»h,  and  Salalra' 
late  course  of  conduct  naturally  produced  in' 
him  a  still  strODger  aptitude  to  embrace  with 
eageniess  the  äoothing  doctrincs  ol'  thos«! 
self-deceivers  who  flatter  tbcir  equaily  anil 
t'atally  erring  disciples  Ibat  uo  after  rcckoD- 
ing  sball  chastise  thc  ^lilly  past. 

Salatro'seduuation  Imd  been  not  only  reJ 
fined,  but  religious ;  and  Lhere  were  periodg^ 
and  tbose  too  oi'/regueul  occurrence,  üben  tbe 
monicntary  suggcstions  of  conscicncc  and  of 
reason  would  dispel  (be  artl'ul  äophistry,  Iht 
laboured  illusionä  of  years.  "  If,"  he  uould 
vumiuunc  with  bimself,  '■  there  in  no  bcreafter, 
whenccthe  namelessdread,  tUe  inexpresai^ 
blc  remorse,  attending  on  tbc  comniission  of 
«^TJrne?  If  crime  is  not  to  hcfinaliy  puntsb' 
ed,  because  it  is  an  irresitttible  impiilsc,  ao 
unavoidablc    altributc   ol'  out  very  naturo^ 
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tfaen,  is  remorse?  Why,  to  wbat  eod, 
irtured  with  Ihe  tnost  afouizing  ot'  all 
meotal  sensations  aud  cmotionü  t'or  an  indit- 
Terent,  nay,  an  anavoidable  act?  No !  thero 
COM  be  DO  effect  witfaout  a  cause ;  and  fear, 
compunction,  are,  mitst  be  the  heaven-dele- 
gated  gaards  of  the  soul,  which,  cven  while 
yet  imprisoned  in  its  flesbly  caüc  of  muadaae 
probatioD,  sits,  by  insünctive  Impulse,  in 
jud^ent  upon  those  acts  of  its  frail  and 
lemporary  partner  which  are  Uke  tomilitate 
against  tbe  felicity  of  its  own  eternal  being." 
Ofteu  tbas  self-convinced,  still  would  tbe 
prood  and  dark-minded  reasuner,  instead  of 
seeking  comfort  in  rcpentance,  prefer  the 
black  refiigc  of  despair,  amidst  wbose  foul 
l^ooms  scepticism  once  more  dared  to 
rixk  tbe  exhibition  of  her  illu»ive  pbantas- 
magoria,  inocking  the  scmblanco  of  trutU 
by  thosc  ghasdy  shadows.  Providentr,  th*" 
watchful,  the  wise.  tbo  mercifui,  the  unerrinj; 


guard  of  man,  was  reprcscntcd  as  a  slrong, 
a  powerful,  but  a  carelcss,  unfcclinG;  patcot, 
viho,  having  callcd  a  numerous  progcny  ioto 
exiatcnce,  Icaves  them  uagaardcd  to  wander 
anUdst  bricrs  or  rüscs,  poisoiis  oraatidotcs; 
to  sport  with  doves,  or  hc  sportcd  with  by 
lions;  and  to  slecp,  as  itmay  chanco,  be* 
□oath  the  deadly  upas,  or  tbe  trce  ol'  healtb: 
tliosc  dark  and  malign  opinions  wcrc  stropg 
upon  bim  durin»;  the  cventt'ul  nigbt  of  büi  { 
coulincment ;  for,  to  add  to  tlie  accustomed 
bnrlheii  of  bis  morbid  and  hopoless  reflec- 
tions,  hc  was  bcsides  discovered,  dcridcd, 
and  disgraced :  severe  and  incvitablc  legal 
punisbment,  too,  nearly  awaited  him ;  and 
cven  in  the  higbly  improbablc  event  of  bis 
cITecting  bis  escape  from  tbc  menaced  dan- 
gcr,  abandoncd  by  the  powerful  assistaace 
of  liis  former  associates,  it  aeemed  as  tbough 
three-fourths  of  bis  life's  best  bopes  and 
powcrsworc  alroady  yioldcd  up.  Thusweak- 


cfted,  tbaa  despoiled,  was  it  likely  he  could 
long  battle  against  an  inceosed,  a  detectioD- 
wakcDed  world,  in  «hieb  no  prospect  fairer 
than  the  galleys  awaited  hini.  Crom  whicli 
the  bloody  cross  ortortarouswltcelwoiild,  at 
last,  bot  too  probably  fiaally  divorcc  bim? 

It  18  not  wondcrful,  (bat,  wiUi  a  mind  thus 
coostituted  and  rcasoningis  so  l'eart'ul,  Salatro 
äbonld  constanüy  carry  nbont  bis  pcr&on  the 
s«<.cTet  mcans  of  suddca  »elf-dcstruction. 
Of  his  keea  sliletto  and  rcgimciital  sword, 
as  nell  as  of  bis  ill-acquircd  wiunings,  be 
had,  iadecd,  bcen  despoiled  by  tbc  eager 
searcb  of  bis  incarccrators ;  but  a  very  smaU 
leathem  ba^,  contalniog  a  mortal  poisoD, 
had  escapcd  tbeir  scmtiny.  His  prison- 
room  was  provided  witb  a  pitchcr  of  watcr 
and  a  cup,  in  whicb,  soon  an  the  firät  ruddy 
streakü  of  moming  began  to  illumine  the 
borixon,  be  mixed  up  bis  last  iieverage,  and, 
approaching  the  narrow  but  upcu  wiudow 


of  liis  prison,  wbicb,  l'rom  its  greut  aJÜLude, 
bis  goalers  had  deemed   it   unnecessary    to 
Heciire,  glaoced  upon  the  frieDdly  and  ncwly  ^ 
iiDveilcd  face  of  naturc  a  inaligD  atid  liero* 
cious  farcwell,  exciaimiug,  "  Now,  blind  ad*   I 
cidcnt  and  muudane  malicc,  I  at  Ica&tenjoy 
Ihe  power,  the  pride  of  dul'yiag  aud  of  de- 
feating  you !"    As  he  spuke,  he  raised  with 
an  uDsbrinkiog  anii    the    cup    tovrards  Iiis  . 
tbirsty  lip,  when  a   fugitive  lory,  nenly  es* 
caped  from  its  cage,  and  cbased  by  a  bawk^  j 
dasbcd  witb  palpitutiog  wing  tbe  draught  of  I 
deatb  frora  bis  band,  and  sougbt  shelter  an 
protection  IVom  it»  pursuerin  bis  bosom. 

äoon  harshly  expelliiig  bis  tvinged  pr#-  ] 
Server,  Iheabasbed  anddisappoioled  suicidfe  ' 
aroused  tVom  tbe  temporury  torpor  into  ' 
which  bc  had  sank,  und  f'or  tbe  hiindredHi 
time  examined  tbe  possibilitics  of  escape,  I 
Despair,  unQualibed  despair,  only  was  thb  4 
bitter    fruit  wbich   the    scrutiny    produced.  ] 
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IIk  door  was  ol'  impftssable  strength,  tbriii- 
ed  of  oak,  tbickly  stodded  ull  over  with 
large  oails,  and  secured  by  a  massive  lock ; 
the  wifldow  was  indeed  open,  but  owed  that 
coinplete  neglect  to  iU  position,  belog  situ- 
ated  ia  ttie  fifth  story  of  a  biiildingof  castlc- 
like  altilade :  above,  was  yet  aootber  tier  of 
masonry,  but  tbe  wiadows  of  tlie  Chambers 
it  contamed  opened  ob  a  different  side  of  the 
boDse  ;  beneath,  belonging  to  a  lattice  io  tfac 
secood  ticr  from  tbe  basement,  appeared, 
indeed,  a  tude  kind  of  balcony,  formed  of 
OD«  large  and  massive  stont-,  suppurted  only 
by  two  iron  brackets  fixed  in  the  wall  of  the 
bouse:  but  to  reach  this  oarrow  aod  distaot 
Unding  place  with  life,  unaided  by  any 
means  to  secure  aud  fucilitate  the  descent, 
was  unattemptable :  natnre  sbrunk  from  a 
hopcless  Icap,  Üxe  degree  of  suflcriiig  rc* 
sniüng  from  wbicb,  as  well  as  the  period  of 
ils  duralion,  was  unascertdinable.  f  JM' 
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Oace  again  bis  wildly  rolling  eyes  made 
the  circuit  of  bis  ncarly  dismantied  prisoD- 
[ODtD,  wbeD  they  rested  on  an  old  packing 
casC)  in  ooe  corner,  od  wliicli  was  wrltteo 
"  From  Palermo."  Witli  bis  feet  be  pra-j 
seotly  crusbed  in  tlic  lid:  it  was  fillcd  vitltt 
tiiestout  and  rieb,  but  undycd,  undrcssed^ 
labours  of  the  loom ;  and  dcltrcrancc  wa^  no 
loDgcr  hopeIcsH. 

Salatro  sclectcd  four  picces  of  Iho  silk^ 
two  of  wbich  bu  sccured  to  bis  waist  by  meana 
ol'bis  oflicci's  sasb;  tbcu,  uuroUing  tbe  lo- 
mainiug  two,  be  fastcned  tbem  onc  on  eacb 
sidc  of  tbe  narrow  cascnieot :  tbis  he  was 
easily  cnablcd  to  cßcct,  by  meaus  of  an  iron 
rod  which  passcd  across  ttic  lower  part  of 
the  Window ;  tben,  scatiug  bimtsclf  on  the 
cascoicnt,  he  grasped  one  silken  supporter  ia 
each  band,  and  ]>y  mcaus  of  tbis  ncw,  securc, 
and  cosüy  laddcr,  dcsccndcd  to  the  seem- 
ingly  air-suspeudcd  balcouy  with  eaäc  aud 
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aafety.  Having  once  gained  this  much-de- 
Mred  laading  place,  hc  lost  no  time  iQ  apply- 
ing  tbe  two  otlier  pieces  of  silk  with  which 
bc  was  loadcd  (o  the  iron  brackets  or  staun- 
chioos  by  wliich  it  was  alone  iiphcld,  aad, 
once  more  trusüng  Iiis  person  to  thcir  friendly 
sapport,  he  quickly  found  liimse]f  uDhnrt, 
alone,  and  uaobserrcd,  in  tbe  yard  of  tho 
All>ergo !  Near  tho  stablc,  Htood  a  fresli 
male,  ready  caparisoned,  across  whose  flanks 
was  thrown  a  lioTscman's  coat :  in  this  ho 
quickly  disgnised  bimscif,  and,  mounting  fhc 
antmal,  swiflly  galloped  frora  the  yard 
tliiougb  an  opCD  door  into  tho  ficlds. 

Didtractcd  by  the  dread  of  piirsuit,  our 
palpllAting  and  once  more  enfraochisod  ad- 
raitorer  porsued  bis  bcadlong  conrse,  wttb 
scarcoly  a  tbought  of  roaching  any  cortain 
point  of  desUnation :  to  leavc  Pisa  at  a  dis- 
taDco  was  all  bis  prcscnt  pnrposc.  In  the 
*tmne  -of  the  mornhtg  hc  proctrrcd  aomo 
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curds  from  a  sheplierd,  who^^e  littie  temporary 
cabin  stood  ncar  Ute  road  side  ;  these  re- 
freshed  him  excecdingly,  and,  while  hc  in 
haste  partook  of  ttiis  sensonable  refreshment, 
tlie  simple  and  bospitable  swain  readily  and 
cheerJully  supplicd  the  salutary  relief  of 
water  and  berbage  to  bis  panting  beast. 

Refresbed  and  invigoratcd,  Salatro  now 
remounted,  pursuing  his  wny  with  excecding 
swiftness  for  a  considerable  time ;  but  when 
tbe  sun  hnd  gaincd  bis  meridian  throne,  thA 
strength  of  the  fiigitive  and  that  of  his  beast 
also  faiied  so  entirely,  ttiat,  rauch  agaiost  bis 
inclination,  he  was  compelledto  pat  ap  at  r 
small  and  obscare  osteria,  to  which  the 
friendly  shepherd  had  directed  him.  There, 
not  wiÜioiit  expericncing  much  dread  and 
restlessnessof  mind,  be  was  obligcd  to  wear 
away  as  he  could  the  intolerable  heat  of  the 
day;  and  no  sooner  had  it  in  some  degree 
abated,  than  he  again  impatiently  commenced 
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bis  andestiiied  joumey  at  a  rery  swift  pace, 
bis  disorder  of  spirits  being  inuch  au^nn^nt- 
rd  by  tbc  atlflntivc  and  suspicious  glancea 
«f  a  party  of  horsemen,  wbo  bappencd  to 
arrive  at  tbe  osteria  at  the  very  moment  of 
bis  departure  from  it. 

After  riding  about  two  leagues  in  a  direct 
line  from  the  osteria,  he  deemed  it  a  pra- 
dential  modc  uf  foiling  pursiiit  to  suddenly 
stnk«  into  a  very  tbick  wood,  whicb  appeared 
OD  bis  right  haiid  ;  resolvin»,  as  tbe  nig'bts 
were  Short  and  intolerabty  sultry,  to  proceed 
DO  furtbcr,  but  pass  bis  wbere  be  was. 

As  besecured  the  male  toatree,  somelarge 
and  beavy  drops  ofrain  begaoto  patterupoD 
Ihe  leafy  canopy  above  him :  tlie  birds  Üew 
low  and  swiftly  to  the  shelter  of  their  umbra- 
geoDs  tcneincnts,  and  otir  adTcnlurer,  a  sharer 
vfitb  tbem  in  tbe  doraicile  of  natiire,  took  re- 
foge  beneath  an  old  and  mighty  cbesnut  tree, 
nhose  spreading  branches,  thick  as  they  grew. 
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not  entirely  exclading  thc  moislurc  wliicli  now 
feil  strong  anil  inccüsantlj,  hc  uiibuttoucd  (he 
huf^e  wrappJDg  coat  w)iic)i  he  wore,  in  ordet 
to  protect  with  it  bis  head  also.  While  (hus 
cngaged,  bc  Grst  feit  somewhat  hard  in  tbe 
breast  pocket  of  it,  which  proved,  upon  ex-  ' 
amination,  to  be  a  small  bu  t  very  fine  poignard 
of  damasked  steel. 

The  eyes  of  äalalro  sparklcd  with  joy  as 
be   Burveyed   this  Instrument   nf  ready  de- 
ätructioii,  on  which  hc   bcstowed  the  warnt    ' 
welcome  of  an  unexpected  friend.     "This," 
(tliuught  hc,  as  with  exultalion  ho  tried  Ha    ' 
cxcellent    Icmper  nnd  exceeding  keenness) 
"  this,  indeed,  proves  (if  proof  of  it  wera    , 
wanlingj  Ihat  trom  Üie  cradlcs  of  mol-tala, 
evcn  unto  their  gravcs,  blind  and  wreckleSB 
Chance  alonc  decidcs  their  lots.     Now  savcd 
by  a  liair-breadtli  Space  from  tlie  brunt  of  a 
cannon-ball — to  be  küled,  petbaps,  tbo  next 
bour,  wbile  räTelling  al  Ihe  festal  board>  bjr 
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a  mushrooni.  Bul  a  l'ew  short  hours  since, 
llw  t«iTOr  Ol'  an  insigniticant  bird  saved  me 
iVom  suicide,  and  still  Later,  the  labours  of  a 
liUle  worm  tVom  punisbrneiil,  from  shame: 
•  Liv€andrep€tit'viould  preach  both  moralist 
and  religionist;  but  view  tbis  äbining  present, 
Ibis  quick  and  rcady  passport  to  death,  and 
defend  the  doctrine  of  a  protectire  power, 
y«  wbo  can  I" 

A  near  nistling  amidät  the  brEincbcs  at  this 
moaieat  most  unpleasantly  dittturbed  hU  ni- 
mioationB,  and  bis  blood  eeemed  to  congeal 
round  and  ice-bind  bis  beart  as  he  heard 
some  one  whispcr,  *'  Tis  most  likely  he  is 
bcreabouts,  but  we  must  takc  the  desperado 
by  sarprise,  or  our  lives  may  pay  the  forfeit  of 
oor  daring."^"  Hush  !  huähVanswcredase- 
coad  voice,  in  a  lower  and  atill  niore  smother- 
ed  tone ;  "  this  way !  Let  ns  ßrst  search  the 
niiaed  woodman's  but  wbich  lies  to  the  right ; 
'tü  auMt  probable  the  villain  knuws  the  spat 
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an  weil  as  we  do,  and  haa  sougbt  within  it 
slielter  for  the  night.  IT  we  do  not  find  him 
tbere,  we  will  regularly  beat  the  wood  for 
him.  Iknow  every  inch  ofit."  The  mstliog 
was  now  renewed,  but  it  grew  fainter  every 
moment;  the  tootsteps  also  seemed  to  die 
away  in  distance,  and  Salatro  breathed  oara 
morc. 

Instantaneously  mounting  the  mule,  he 
galloped  through  the  wood  in  a  contrary  di- 
rection  to  tbat  which  hia  ear  had  informcd  bim 
had  been  chosen  by  the  pursuers,  and  faint, 
flurried,  breathleHswithfatigue,  and  drencbed 
by  Perspiration,  soon  left  it  far  bchiod  him. 

Salatro  entered  upon  a  narrow  ascending 
road,  just  about  sun.oet,  whose  brilHant  part- 
ing  tints  (for  tbc  weathcr  bad  parlially  cleared 
up)were  succeeded  by  an  evening  of  terrors, 
Incessant  vivid  lightnings  darted  from  the 
Diurky  cloads,  whilc,  unattcndcd  by  a  Single 
drop  of  raio,  the  winds  and  thunders  bowled 
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in  fearful  RonceTl,  unlike  the  custumcd  mild 
regcncy  of  a  aumnier  Iwiüght,  thick  dark- 
ness  had  saddcnly  succeeded  the  blaze  of 
day,  only  Stlully  and  fearlully  made  visible, 
a^  it  were,  by  long  and  streamiDg  flatnea  of 
electric  fire. 

Salatro  unsparingly  applied  both  whip 
and  spur  to  the  galled  aides  of  the  foamy 
beast,  nho  still  continned  to  bearhiin  through 
darkness  and  the  hoirors  of  the  conflicting 
flement»  with  almost  wind-like  swiTtnesS, 
when  snddenly  she  stopped  short,  and  re^ 
maioed  immoTcable.  Vain  alike  were  coer- 
cion  or  carcss:  with  nostrils  diittended,  brist- 
ling  mane,  and  convulsive  heavnig  ehest,  she 
remained  passive  to  the  piercing  spur  and 
smarting  iash  which  deluged  her  reeking; 
lacerated  sides  with  blood.  With  carsea^ 
the  rage  frantic  Salatro  at  length  dismountedf 
determiDed  to  leave  the  obstinate  animal  ttt 
itsfate,  and  panue  bis  way  as  he  tni^ht'  oll' 
O  2 
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foot;  bat,  ere  he  had  taken  one  stcp  forward, 
a  blazing  flash  of  lightnmg  discovered  to 
lüm  tbat  he  stood  on  the  attermost  briak  of 
an  abrupt  and  tremendous  precipice !  By 
an  involuntary  impalse  he  dropped  upon  bis 
knees:  bis  pallid  face,  bathed  in  the  cold  dew 
of  horriblo  surpriae,  rested  against  the  gory 
side  of  the  tortnred  creature,  wbose  instinct 
had  been  grariously  permitted  to  prove  the 
agent  of  hia  prcservation:  but  bis  tretn- 
bling  hands  wer«  cxtended,  and  the  thougbta 
of  bis  disordercd  soul  raiscd  in  a  rush  of  wild 
and  incoherent  thanksgiviDg  to  the  throne  of 
bis  Saviour  and  bis  God ! 

The  fearful  but  holy  paase  which  ensued 
was  Boon  broken  by  the  quick  trampling  of 
horsea;  it  drewnearer,  and  still  nearer;  and 
the  cries  of  "  FoHow !  follow !"  repeated  by 
different  voices  as  in  bot  pursuit,  were  now 
distinctly  beard.  Salatro  started  to  bis  feet, 
white  fear  and  rage  once  more  rosumed  their 
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m  lately  vacated  places  io  bis  tfaick  beating 
bvart,  and  pbreosied  scepticisra  agaio  esta- 
blbthcd  bcr  despot  sway  in  bis  disturbed  and 
bumlDg  braio. 

"  W'hat !"  cried  hc,  in  fury,  "have  I  meon- 
ly  deserted  tbe  caose  of  truth,  ol'  reason,  of 
Hec4ssity,  and  idly  worsbipped  that  onmipre- 
xau'e  whicb  exists  not,  save  in  tbe  drcams  of 
selfisli  dotards,  who  deem  tbe  carc  of  their 
worthlcss  atomies  its  solc  and  incessant 
cbargel  Had  my  life  been,  indeed,  tbe 
ward  ol'  Providence,  would  it  bavo  been  three 
times  almoat  miraculously  preserred,  only 
tfaat  its  wretcbed  owner  sbould  bc,  at  lengtb, 
dclirered  up  to  a  sbame,  from  wbicb  he 
mnst  still  resort  to  suicide  aa  a  last  de- 
feDceT" 

Tbc  horsemen  were  now  nearly  upon  bim : 
ho  feit  foT  tbe  poignard,  and,  furiuusly  brau- 
disbtng  it  amid  tlie  murky  gloom,  exclaimed, 
"Ho,  tyrantprcjudiccl  I  will  yet,  dying  even 
atf  1  still  have  lived,  deny  thy  legcnds  and 
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Aefy  Iheir  sway  '.  That  ckance,  which  uKnr 
1  faave  ever  tntly  worshipped,  still  furnisbes 
me  withthe  meanaof  ready  relief;  andnow, 
if  Providencc  even  is,  it  shall  not  save  me,  if 
it  would!" 

Hedirected  the  iiistrumoDt  of  destructiou 
toward  bis  heart  :  a  heavy  peal  of  tbundcr 
burst  from  and  seemed  to  crack  the  black 
heaven  froni  wbicb  it  procccdcd,  whicb  rift- 
ing,  in  various  directions,  looked  uU  on 
fire.  Blue  lightnings  .scintillatcd  around, 
and  playcdupon  the  glitterin^  blade  of  sui- 
ctde  :  and,  one  wavy  flasb  darting  along  the 
aplifted  steel,  it  droppod,  a  bent,  discolour- 
cd,  atid  malleable  substance,  totheground! 
With  tenfold  fury  fiercely  raged  thestonn, 
and  the  terrificd  beost,  springiog  from  tfae 
aide  of  her  fallen  rider,  torc  wildty  hack  the 
path  übe  had  so  lately  pas(,  and  was  with 
mucb  difficulty  caught  hy  the  astounded 
horsemcn,  who,  huddicd  together  in  awful 
suspeDSC,  shrunk  from  the  discharge  of  mim- 
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daoe  daiiefl  amidst  aa  etbereal  coDfiict  so 
trcmendously  appalling;  and,  inlerringthal 
tfae  rider  of  the  gasping  aninial  bad  either 
leaped  the  precipice  to  avoid  detection,  or 
been  lülled  by  thelightning,  tbey  Iremblingly 
retamed  to  tbeir  itui,  tu*await  the  remissioD 
of  the  storm,  ere  they  proceeded  to  tnvesti- 
gate  tbe  tratb  of  tbeir  conjectares. 

Wilh  tlie  first  blushof  new-born  daycaui« 
comfort,  and  repose,  and  bope  ;  the  tbunder, 
tnormariDg  still  fainter  and  fainter  as  it  äed, 
reircated  before  tbe  herald  beamsof  nature's 
gtorious  Protector,  Chcrisher,  and  Friend : 
theboisteroas  winds,  wearied  of  tbeir  stormy 
toils,  Bunk  to  rest  at  tbe  balmy  breatb  of  tbeir 
infant  brother  zepbyr;  while  a  cool  and 
pearly  rain  distillcd  opon  the  fevcrcd  and 
fretted  eartb,  purifyiog,  as  it  descended,  tbe 
vexed  and  almost  ignitpd  ajr,  and  diSiising 
fresbness,  verdure,  and  alacrity  around. 

And  now  the  early  aroused  parsuers  of  Uie 
imceding  eveDiug  hastened  to  finish  theii 
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■         cveutful    search :    witli    strong    feclings    of 
V  anxiety  they  reached  the  sceneof  Salatro's  ia^t 

crime.  Prone,  scatked,  discoloured,  Struck 
tejiselesu  by  the  holt  of  heaven,  and  lying  on 
the  precipice's  exlremest  trink,  was  he  found  ! 
The  persons  who  discovcred  him  were  a 
party  of  the  Sbirii*  in  pursuit  of  au  old  and 
Dotorious  crimiual,  who  had  lately  committed 
sacrilege  by  robbiog  a  coDveutual  churcb  of 
a  quaotityof  its  sacerdotal  plata. 

Furnishcd   with   an  accurate  nrittea  de- 

scription  of  the  criminars  person,   they   aX 

oQce  perceived  they  had  becn  misled  by  the 

accouDts  of  thoae  who  bad  dircctcd  thcm  to 

track  Salatro,  and   who  were,  in   fact,  the 

^  very  horsemeo,  whose  earneat  Observation, 

H         JDst  upon  quitting  tbe  Httle  osteria,  on  the 

H  preceding  day,  had   so  much  alarmed  him. 

H  The  bare  mention  of  an  hasty  and  sospicionsr 

H  looking    traveller,    gloomy,    ajixious,    and 

^m         wrapped  and  envelopped  in  an  immense  sur- 

^H  *  The  polico,  or  offiren  of  JuHicc. 
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(out  in  tlie  height  ol'  äumracr,  was  quitcäuf- 
ficientto  give  tbe  «atch-word  of  puranit; 
and  as  their  haste  had  ootpermitted  them  to 
compare  notes  (vith  Ibeir  informers  respect- 
ing  the  fealures,  complexioii,  and  stature  of 
the  suspccted  party,  the  mistake  remaiaed 
nnesplained,  tili  Ihey  obtaiaed  ample  timo 
and  opportiinity,  by  a  deliberate  examina- 
tion  of  the  apparently  lifeless  crealure  be- 
fore  them,  to  recant  tbeir  error. 

FerceirJag  that  tbc  body  was  still  warm, 
they  carefully  and  tenderly  raised  and  con- 
veycd  it  to  the  iieighbouriog  Monastery  of 
St.  Alexis,  whcre,  skilful  medical  assislance 
being  readtly  obtained,  the  patient  was 
Bpeedily  restored  to  sense,  and,  in  a  few 
days,  to  Speech  and  completc  convalescence. 

The  ürst  words  which  Salatro  uttered.  od 
the  recovery  of  his  snspended  articulation, 
were  humble  and  fervent  acknowledgments 
of  the  lonf-enduring,  all-siistaining.  and  es- 
pecial  carc  of  his  werciful  Cicator ;  aftor 
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which  he  expressed  an  eariicst  desire  to  be 
permilted  to  become  a  member  of  Uie  holy 
and  charilable  Community  he  was  among, 
which,  after  a  free  and  füll  coiifessioD  of  tfae 
deeds  and  opinious  of  hjs  past  sinful  life, 
waa  acceded  to  by  Ihe  Superior,  provided 
tbat  hc  should.aftcra  three  years'  probation, 
retain  the  same  desirc  to  assume  the  cowl 
whicb  at  present  possessed  hün.  These  rea- 
sDoable  and  mild  conditions  were  gratefully 
and  eagerly  accepted  by  the  sincerely  re- 
pentant  sjnncr,  as  infinitely  casicr  than  he 
deserved,  or  could  have  dared  to  hope  for ; 
bis  period  of  trial  proved  ono  of  high  edifi- 
cation  to  all  aronnd  him ;  and,  at  its  termi- 
nation,  he  brought  to  the  holy  altar,  to  the 
Bervice  of  whieh  he  joyfully  pledged  Ihe 
ministryof  bis  future  wondroosly  rausomed 
life,  a  heart  not  brokcn  by  scverity,  but 
inelted  by  mercy.  The  Singular  and  repeat- 
ed  intcrpositione  of  Providence  to  savc  both 
hia  lil'e  and  soul,  had,  at  Icngth,  wiought  an 
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«nlirc  chaiige  in  bis  vcry  nature:  tio  longer 
petiilaut,  gtoomy,  and  morose,  he  looked  on 
and  partook  ot'  Ihe  exaltod  attrtbutes  and 
gracious  gifU  of  his  beoign  Maker  not  only 
witbgratitnde,  butwitb  joy  ;  still  strivingand 
Htodyiug,  evcn  in  the  most  trivial  action  of 
his  DOW  hannless  and  uniform  cxistence,  to 
bnmbly  promotegood,  and  earnesüy  escbcw 
evit. 

The  glad  tidings  of  his  repentance  wera 
precious  to  tbc  knowledge  of  hi»  tbree  re- 
claimed  and  anxious  associates;  and  the 
much  ofTending  but  bigbly  favonred  brotber, 
Salatro,  long  lived  a  hcalthy  nionument  of 
the  power  and  Ihe  protection  of  Omnipotence, 
of  sincere  contrition,  cbererul  picty,  and 
hnmble  bope. 

We  havc  now  left  tlie  bappy  Salatro  aa  s&- 
curely  moored  in  the  harbour  of  content  and 
peace,  a»  it  ia  possihlc  for  the  frail,  ptri.sh- 
ablo  human  vcsscl,  frcightcd  with  the  trusted 
lieasurc  of  iinniortality,  (o  liope  to  bc,  ere  H 
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arrives  at  its  destined  mystic  and  etemal  port. 
Tbe  fortanes  of  bis  three  compaDioiis,  two 
of which,  however, remained  nearly  as  calmly 
immobile  as  bis  own,  we  shall,  ere  we  tako 
OUT  final  leave  of  our  readers,  proceed  to 
recoant. 

Wben  Jiacomo  had  resided  nearly  a  tvvelve- 
montli  beneatb  Üie  roof  of  tbe  worthy  butcb- 
er,  iiaviD^,  during  the  whole  of  tbat  pe- 
riod,  contiDued  to  discharge  the  duties  and 
the  trugt  reposed  in  him  witb  tbe  niost  con- 
ficicntious  and  beart-intereated  intcgrity,  it 
so  happened  and  feil  out,  tbat,  as  the  time  for 
cclebrating  tbe  antient  Festival  of  the  Giuo- 
chi  del  Ponte*  drew  near,  the  Grand  Duke 
conceived  a  fancy  and  inclination  to  illnmi- 
nate  and  indiilge  bis  good  and  loyal  city  of 
Pisa  with  tbe  light  of  bis  presence  oq  the 
occasioD.  Oftbis  benign  and  bonouring  pui- 
posc  the  esulting  and  deligbted    Pisaynians 

■  A  mock  biltlc,  fbughl  un  the  Ma'blc  Briilge,  bctwecn  lh> 
twodivisionsof  Sl  Mary  and  St.   Anihony. 
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iiad  due  and  carly  intimation,  and  were  ac< 
cordingly  cxceediDgly  alert  and  industriooa 
in  preparing  the  most  aumptuous  reception 
for  theirequally  beloved  as  illustrious  gnest; 
and  masques,  fötes,  trophies,  triumphs,  and 
processions,  were  got  up,  prepared,  and  ar- 
raoged,  in  Üie  most  briDiant  style  and  rapid 
Bucceasion.  All  tbe  different  Orders  and 
degrees  of  the  people,  from  tbc  loftiest  stock 
of  nobility  down  to  (he  lowest  plebeiao, 
were  busied  in  coastructing  and  framing 
among  tbemselvea  addrcsses  of  welcome 
congratulatiou,  loyalty,  gratitude,  and  love : 
every  class  of  trade,  too,  was  emulous 
beet  to  cxpress  its  afTection  and  regard :  and 
Bofialomanzo,  who  had,  by  this  time,  be- 
come  a  man  of  some  weight  and  considera- 
tion  in  the  butchcrs'  Company,  haviog  oftca 
boasted,  and  that  not  without  reasoo,  of  tbe 
leaniing,  good  sense,  taste,  wit,and  eloquence, 
of  his  accomptant,  these  good  people  una- 
nimously  rcqaested   that   he   would  iise  his 


interest  with  his  highly  gifted  scribe  for  Ihe 
composition  of  alnyal  address  to  bepresent- 
ed  on  the  expected  visit  of  tbeir  royal  tnaster. 
Not  withuut  mticb  carnest  persuasioD  on 
the  part  of  his  highly-esteemed  host,  was 
tbis  requcst  complied  with  by  the  timid,  me- 
lancbol;,  anddiffidentJiacomo:  atlengthbe 
yielded  to  the  united  wishes  of  his  good-na- 
ttired  host,  and  the  respectable  body  of 
which  he  was  the  voice ;  and  id  a  few  hours 
produced  a  poetic  effiisioo,  which  obtained 
not  only  tUe  warm  approval  of  the  Company 
in  whose  bohalf  it  had  originated,  but  also 
the  anqualifiod  praiBes  and  applause  of  the 
whole  city. 
The  mach  desired  sun  destined  to  light  the 
'  auspictous  visit  of  their  sovereign  at  last 
arose,  as  if  decked  also  for  the  ceremony,  in 
fresh  aad  added  glorie»  ;  and  the  numerous 
addresscs  and  gratulations  presented  by 
Ihe  thronging  inhabitants  were  receired  by 
the  mild  and  mniiificent  PHnce  to  whom  they 
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were  ofTered  witb  an  urbaiiUy  and  expressiou 
of  palemal  aflection,  that  eiidearcd  Lim 
Diore  thau  ever  (if  that  were  possible)  to  tbeir 
^rateful  hearts.  Atlcr  expressing  the  wann- 
est sense  of  gratificatioa  at  bis  very  mark- 
ed  reception  amoDg  them,  be  bestoned  opon 
tite  joy-transported  Pisaynians  several  addi- 
tional  and  iniportaut  privileges  and  inimu- 
tiilies;  and,  to  crown  the  felicily  of  the  loyal 
and  valorous  butcher,  who  played  a  very  dia- 
ting^nisfacd  and  earnest  part  amongthemimic 
combatants,  the  division  of  St.  Anthony  (to 
which  he  belonged)  were  destiued,  on  that 
metnorable  occasioo,  to  bccome  the  Victors 
of  the  redoubtable  warriors  of  St.  Mary ;  and 
that,  too,  under  the  very  eye,  and  amidst  the 
repeated  vivas,  of  their  anguet  sovereign  him- 
self. 

Afterastay  ofsomc  days, the  Grand  Dake 
prepared  to  leave  Pisa,  well  pleased  with  the 
remenibrance   of  its  loyalty  and  love,  and 
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still  more  wiLh  tbe  gracefiri  way  in  wliicb,  iu 
gieoerftl,  those  feelings  liad  bcen  espressed ; 
but  more  cspecially  Uie  seutiments,  the  de- 
si^n,  and  the  versi£catioa  of  the  address 
recöived  from  the  butchers'  Company  faBci- 
nated  bis  approval,  and  be  commaaded  tbat 
the  namc  and  State  ol'  its  autiior  shoald  be 
made  koown  to  bim  immcdiately,  in  order 
tbat,  fof  a  compositioD  so  classically  elegant, 
yet  naturally  eloqoent,  the  bard  migbt  taste  of 
bis  voyal  bounty,  and,  wbat  was  intinitely  more 
precious,  bis  royal  praise.  Any  stranger, 
wbo  had  wituessed  the  proud,  the  boundless 
triumph  of  Pietro  Bull'alomanzo  at  this 
event,  would  have  supposed  that  the  de- 
sarvod  distinction  aboat  to  bc  bestoned 
apon  hiä  accomptant  was  likely  to  lead 
to  bis  own  elevation  to  tbo  second  honora 
of  tli«  realm  at  leant.  Spitc  of  every  eva- 
sion,  evcry  scraple,  whicb  modesty  coald 
invent  or  reluctatice  urge,  he  persisted,  and 
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at  last  succeeded  in  Icading  tiiu  lilusltini;  bard 
tu  Üie  fticl  ot'  liis  iutclligcnt  and  deli>rbtcd 
phncc.  Oq  this  uccasion  llic  Duke  boaoured 
Jiacomo  wilb  a  long  private  audieocc;  and 
was  so  cbarmed,  during  tUe  coaversation, 
witb  bis  proäe  as  well  üs  verse,  that  he  not  only 
bcttowod  upoQ  biin  a  mucb  more  splendid 
donaüon  tban  bc  bad  intendcd,  but  also  went 
so  lar  in  bis  preposseüsion  as  to  offer  bim  a 
scrvicc  immediatcly  about  bis  own  person, 

This  bigh,  and,  as  lic  conccivcd,  unde- 
servcd  mark  ot'  coußdence  and  honoar,  tho 
sincere  penitcnt  (stränge  as  it  inay  appear) 
bad  the  principle  as  well  as  rournge  grato- 
folly,  but  at  the  same  titne  mosl  prcrcmptorily, 
to  decline ;  and  morc  stränge  still,  the  Duke 
was  not  ofTended  at  tliis  very  uncustomary 
rejection  of  royal  favor:  on  the  contrary, 
iie  praised  bis  forboarance,  and  liked  him 
Dot  the  less  for  bis  fortitudc,  and,  being  a 
prince  of  great  good  sonsc  aud  prof'ound  pe- 

VOh.    I.  1' 


netration  into  the  minds  and  motiven  of  me»i 
he  soon  asccrtaiaed,  from  the  lenor  of  thA 
melancholy  poel's  discourse,  that  the  means 
of  a  respectable  and  pcrhaps  perpetnal  ctni- 
gration  from  his  native  land  would  be  a  mnch 
morc  acceptablc  favor  tban  eveo  the  post  of 
Primc  Minister  itself  at  home;  and,  bein; 
decided  in  tlic  deteiriniuatLOii  of  drawing  sd 
much  eloqucnco  and  gcnius  from  a  sitnatiob 
so  uncongenial  to  and  depressive  of  its 
powcra,  ho  offered  to  nominate  the  botcher's 
accomptaat  to  the  post  of  Under  Sccretary 
to  an  Embassy  nhich  be  was  preparing  to 
send  forüiwith  to  the  Court  of  France. 

Shame-stmck,  broken-spirited,  and  covet» 
ing  exile  as  the  only  mcans  of  eure  for  a 
wounded  upirit,  Jiacomo,  it  mast  be  owned, 
with  bat  an  ill  grace  dctlincd  thia  second 
oflüer,  so  congenial  to  bis  wishes ;  yet  mudl 
did  he  still  regret  Ihe  partiug  wilh  hia  wortby 
patron,  thevalorousbutchor.     Butthat  gene- 
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ruua  and  tnie  friead  no  sooncr  discoverod 
Ute  struggle  ol'his  tniml,thaD,  with  Ibc  pure 
uid  benvcD-iDstroctod  policy  of  a  good  aod 
n&viti&ted  heart,  he  gave  Jiacomo  to  uodet^ 
stand  tbat  tlie  care  of  liis  own  iiitercsU  aud 
bappiness,  in  wbicii  ke  (Bullaloiuanzo)  look 
«Q  decp  and  devotcd  a  conccra,  mtiBt  lieiice- 
l'orlli  bc  tlic  solo  plod;{e  vf  liis  tVic-ndslup  aud 
hid  gratitude.  Tlius  adjured,  our  adventur«r> 
«itha  beavy  beait,  as  still  distrustiDg  bis  own 
self-comtnand,  acceptcd  Uie  rc-offered  fav«r 
of  bis  muniticent  sovcreign,  and,  after  t:^ing 
a  most  afiectionato  l'arewell  uf  bis  gcaerotffi 
tricnd,  sailcd  with  Üic  gailant  and  glorious 
«mbassy  of  thc  Grand  Duke;  and,  sooa  and 
safely  arriving  in  Ihc  kingdum  of  France, 
ascended  (by  entcring  upoli  thc  dtities  of  bis 
Office)  oacc  murc  tbc  daagerouä  and  drcatled 
fttagB  of  tbat  vorkl,  oii  whicli  he  was,  oeser- 
1  piomiitciit 


tbelcüs,  dcslincd  to  yct  perft 
and  admircd  pai 
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His  groat  and  gcncral  talenlä  for  oüicial 
busincss,  Uic  graccs  of  bis  address,  diclioa, 
and  eloquence,  and,  above  all,  tho  sincsrity 
and  propnelf  of  bis  conduct  and  depurtmcnl 
in  hiä  ncw  ofBcc,  firEt  attractod  the  uotic«) 
and  liDally  sccured  to  him  Üio  cstecni  of  tM 
Frcnch  Kini;,  wbo,  learning  ihat  the  in^e^t 
nious  and  pensivc  Secretary  liad  a  permissiov 
from  hU  itwn  royal  maslor  tot  as  long  extcndT- 
cd  a  foreigit  rcsidcuco  a»  be  bitnsclf  sbould 
dc^rc,  hß  procußded  to  sound  bim  as  to  tbe 
State  of  biH  iaclinations  iu  regard  tu  setlliog  iu 
f  rancc  entirely,  and,  lindmg  Ibem  consonant 
tfr  bis  own  wisbes,  be  loat  no  timo  in  gratif'y. 
ing  the  stron;^  prcdilectiou  be  iiad  conn'ivod, 
by  begviii»  Jiacoiuo,  tbrougli  the  medium  ol' 
ihe  Italiaa  AmboRiiador  of  the  Grand  Uuke, 
whb  ttasily  yieldud  a  consent  vvbioh  he  righüy 
jud^ed  nonld  prove  the  inosl  acccptabfe 
fator  bti'coQld  Tcnder  to  tho  objoct  of  at  onc« 
MiT  aldtniratioB: limd  bis  i^ty.  •      '  '     '     '  't 
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SooD  aftcr,  tho  Freacb  Monarch  bestoned 
xipoQ  Jiücomo  a  vory  disUcguislied  and  pro- 
fitaltle  olHce  io  oiio  of  tha  civil  departments 
of  the  Stute,  in  wtaich  he  prcsided  witb  a 
jadgmcnt,  pradence,  and  iotcgrity,  wliick 
hoooared  Ibe  post  he  filled  as  much  &a  Wm 
nomioatioa  to  it  creilitcd  thc  selccliou  »t 
royalty — still  tnaintaintn^  a  t'ricndly  aud  l'röi- 
quent  correspondcnce  with  his  lirst  bencfacH 
(or,  BuiTalomanzo^  Jiacomo,  by  htü  muatui, 
remktred  anonymoiis  but  aiupIereputatioD  Lo 
(IS  many  of  tbe  sulVerers  by  bis  und  bis  thrco 
companintia'  l'ormor  mal-practiceä  as  could 
pgsäibly  be  traci^d  out;  and,  in  oidcr  tu  uinkc 
sotno  attompt  at  atonemcut  tu  beavon  lur 
such  pasls  of  their  ndariotis  cooiluct  a»  tiiu» 
and  tho  cbances  ol'  morlality  had  reudetcd 
othenviso  uiirecooipeasiblc,  rouiiltti(l,.iu  t)l« 
conme  of  n  iow  yoarü,  in  thc  aaue  quiet  ofln 
ootentalioiis  way,  a  Uoiidsoine  sani,  to,  hü 
divided  belwcen  tiyo  cbaritaJjlo  l'ouiul&Uousi 
in  Uuuic,  bis  unttvc  city.     Tbosc  poKitivc 
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anü  important  dutlce  performed,  he  brcatWdp  1 
with  bis  repeataiit  siglis  and  sincerc  aspiratt  J 
tions  tbr  her  bappiness,  a  long  and  last  adle«  i 
to  thc  country  of  bis  birtb;  and  continued  ] 
to  (lourish,  -n'bcro  he  bad  sct  Dp  bis  final  rc»t,  j 
one  of  thc  brightest  geaiuses  which  at  that  I 
period  gctnmed  the  Court  of  Franco. 

It  would  pruve  a  difficult  if  not  an  impo») 
sible  ta«k,  evcn  to  tlie  most  vivid  or  Utopiatt 
imaginatioD,  to  ponrtray.  a  bappier  knot  of 
united  bearts  tban  ibose  of  Rcyaardi,  bis 
lovcly  Lillia,  and  thcir  sweet  childtcn,  of 
wbich  Üiat  of  the  good  fionofacio  formed  tbe 
reverenced  and  conservated  centre:  diey  aU 
dwclt  together  In  peace,  prosperity,  and  weil 
doing;  Reynardi  being  nniversnlly  esteemed 
one  of  the  best  hosbonds,  son^,  fathers,  raaa- 
ters,  ncigbbours,  subjecU,  and,  to  sum  up  all, 
Christians,  in  tbe  whole  dukedom  of  TuscaBy. 

Oüfi  hasty  glancc  at  our  Calabrian  connox- 
iODfi,  and  wo  havo  dono.  Thc  prcdicLion  of 
thcnicdical  attcadautsof  l'aliricio'sunhappy 
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QaoMier  werc  soon  verified.     B«aBon,  man'a 
äiviae  disüuction  and  tbe  pledge  ol'  bis  im- 
vurlality,  was  indecd  slowly  but  certainly 
veturning. 

Tbe  following  suiiiiner  smiliogly  bebeld  llio 
ve-anited  family  coml'ortably  csUibliütied  ia 
their  uativc  boine.  Tbc  teader  inotlier,  com- 
pleteiy  rostored  to  placid  and  tbaiikt'ul  sasity, 
again  seated  witb  ber  miich-loved  husband 
beneitth  their  own  jasminc-twincd  porcb, 
OBce  more  twiried  her  loog  iieglected  distaff; 
nbile  tbe  youngest  of  her  dcar  daughter'a 
childreo,  a  oherub  boy,  silcaüy  playin^ 
U  ber  leet,  prescated  to  her,  froin  a  pannier 
overflowin^  with  tbe  treasures  of  Flora, 
nosegays  of  young  frcsh  flowers,  ooly  less 
fair,  leaa  blooming  than  bimself.  The  gliatea- 
iag  eyesof  tbe  good  old  ma^  would  some- 
times,  for  a  moment,  truantize  from  tbe  piond 
homily  which  be  was  perasiog,  to  worsblp, 
wilb  uptarned  gaze  and  iotellcclual  humage. 


tlic  grcat  and  ^acious  Givcr  of  Blcssings  so 
varioup,  so  precious,  so  unhoped  Ibr!             ■  ^ 

Fabricio,  the  duteous  Fabricio,  most  prond- 
ly  blessed  in  bis  lowly  lot,  biougbt  to  tbeir 
piain   bat   plenteous   board    an   offcring   of 
savoury  berbs  and  rieh  fruits,  tbe  resnlts  of 
bis  own  unwearied  indastry.  Tbc  affectionate 
Bettina,  boirowing  a  little  time  rrotn  maternal  , 
carcs,  to  bestow  it  on  eqnally  loved,  eqaal- 
ly   welcome   filial    ones,    basicd   herseif  in 
arranging,  with  tbe  band  of  Order  and  neat- 
ness,  ber  mothcr'a  well-rcplcnishcd   clothes- 
press;  wliile  tbe  darling  of  all,  Bettina  th* 
second,  whose  look   was  mirtb  and   wbose 
voice  was  meiody,  caroUed,  as  shc  tended  the 
bees,  a  joyous  lay. 

EKD  OF  VOL.  r. 

^^^^^B^*                                                       Mornl" 

TALES; 


MRS     WILMOT    WELLS, 


"  1  depr«e«te  the  etuel  criUc*!  lUb." 


IN   THREE  VOI.UMES. 


fton&on: 

LONOMAN,   REE8,    QRMR.   RKOWN,    AND  GREEN, 
ANt)  J.  DENNE,   MARQATE. 


t  !  • 


II 


THE    JEW; 

II  f  rstmcni. 
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CjjE  jEto; 


A    FRAGMENT. 


i 


A*k  you  Ihe  mightiesl  pongmaii'n  ht-art  may  proie 

ir>  mlghli«»t  (lang,  be  iure,  is  liopeltitlove. 


M RS.  Gordon's  fariouB  impatience  to  reacb 
Lhe  native  Und  of  her  recreant  busband  bad 
hiUierto  prcvented  her  from  observing,  or  at 
all  events  from  attempting  to  alleviate  tbe  in- 
disposition  of  her  dcvoted  young  companion: 
she  at  length  very  reluctantly  directed  the 
driverto  pause  at  theentranceof  alittle  mean 
inn  by  tbe  road  side,  into  the  sanded  parlour 
of  which  faersell'  and  Ugenia  xvcje  most  obse* 
qiiionsly  bowcd  and  cnrtsied  by  Ihc  attendant 
hont  and  hostcss. 


Regtet,  anxiety,  and  alarm  for  the  fate  of ' 
her  old  but  imprudent  t'riend,  had  all  com- 
bined  with  the  nnaccustomed  and  excessive 
faügue  to  which  she  had  lately  been  subject-  ' 
ed,  to  diaordcr  the  delicate  aystem  of  (Jg^enia. 
who,  B  recent  bride,  divided  from  a  loved 
busband's  attention»  at  an  early  stage  of  the 
most  intereating  of  all  fctnale  conditioas,  was, 
most  unfortunatcly  for  her  comfort  and  her 
safety,  intimately  associated  with  a  selfish 
passion-dominioDcd  being,  ungratefnily  re- 
gardless  of  cither.  A  cool  free  air,  and  the 
welcome  cessation  of  the  uneasy,  barassini; 
motion  of  the  rickety  postchaise,  prodnced, 
bowever,  an  almost  immediate  change  for  the 
better;  and,  arter  afewmoments'rest,  the  mnch 
reljeved  young  tnatron,  whose  heart  was  hn- 
manity's  proper  throne,  walked  fortb  into  the 
stable,  for  the  purpose  of  brilnng  for  the  miser- 
able wearied  hacks  nbich  had  brought  thetn 
thilher  a  I arger  portion  of  tts  Offices  and  ils 


I 


comforLs   than   woald   moat  probably  bave 
otfaerwise  fallen  to  their  share. 

"And  how  are  you  now,  Mrs.  LeslieT 
R«ady,  I  hope,  to  proceed,  are  you  not?" 
was  the  double  interroiratory  welcome  of  ber 
ratara  to  the  sanded  parlour.  The  increased 
paleness  of  Mra,  Leslie's  beaatiful  counte- 
nance  aSorded  a  silent  but  unfavorable  con- 
tradiction  to  her  words,  wbich  were,  "  I  am 
ready  to  qait  this  dreadful  place  immediate- 
ly ;"  and  scarcely  werc  they  pronounced,  when 
she  fainted. 

Sacccssive  swoonings  rapidly  succeeded 
her  recovery  from  the  ftrst  attack:  medical 
aid  was  resorted  to ;  and  the  professional 
^entleman  who  attendcd  give  it  as  bis  dccided 
opinion,  that  rest  and  qaiet,  the  most  com- 
plete  and  profoand,  were  absolutcly  necea- 
sary  to  secare  not  only  the  well-doing  of  tbo 
patient's  incipient  offspring  but  also  her  on-n 
life  itaelf.      Notwithstanding  this  alarmiogi 


itnd  positive  deDunciation,  the  generous 
Ugeiiia  would  have  persisled  in  accompauy* 
in^  her  much  afflicied  compaaioD,  but  ex- 
treme and  overpowering  bodily  malady  soon 
effectually  enlisted  itself  on  the  side  of  her 
stay ;  and  Mrs.  Gordon,  afler  sacrificing:, 
with  much  reluctance,  a  few  hours  to  her 
sick  bed-side,  anremorsefnlly  remonnted  her 
vehicle,  and  continued  her  desperate  joumey 
alone. 

In  a  few  hours  the  fair  Ugenia  became 
completely  delirious,  and  the  rüde,  barbaraus 
chamhcrmaid  of  the  ina  seiKed  tfaat  favour- 
ablo  opportunity  of  first  inspectiog,  and  theo 
appropriatiog  to  her  own  use,  tbe  valuable 
Contents  of  the  suffcrcr's  pockets,  consistiog 
of  a  rieh  gold  watch,  an  ctui  of  the  same 
metal,  and  a  ptirsc  vcry  well  filled  beside. 
Meanwhile  tbe  landlady,  perceiving  the  rapid 
incTease  of  illness  to  her  helpless  and  nowr 
uKcrly  nnconscioiiä  guesl,  thoiight  it  but  com* 


tDoDly  prudent  to  cnquiri-  how  far  tfaat  gaest's 
peconiary  osteosiliility  migbt  Warrant  and 
indemnify  her  for  cxcicisiog  towardä  her 
thc  dutiea  of  hospitality  and  hnmanily :  but 
the  close-gleaning  Margery  had  let't  ooly  a 
Uttle  loose  silvcr  to  leward  tlic  research  of 
her  disappointed  pnncipal ;  and,  but  tbr  Ihe 
kindor  and  less  intcrested  condnct  of  tfae 
landlord,  neglect  and  deprivation  would, 
tnost  probably,  have  added  (o  the  sufferings 
and  increased  the  peril  of  the  unfortunate 
Vpenift. 

The  Inndlady,  in  no  very  tolerant  terms, 
t>«wftilcd  hcrself,  wliile  her  gcntler  and  inore 
generous  helptnale  vainly  endeavoured  to 
pacify  and  re-asaure  her,  "  Who,  I  ask  yoii, 
i»  to  pay  ns  for  the  expenses  of  a  dangerous 
and  long  illness  beneath  our  roof?"  vocife- 
raled  sbe.  "Theold  woinan  vrbo  arrived 
h«re  with  her  is  gonc  nn,  by  lier  own  confes- 
Mton,  to   the  farthcrmost  part  of  Scolland. 
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and  was,  I  am  bodily  certaiiis  raviag  mad 
beside." 

"  Wbat  matter  of  thatt"  interrapted  tho 
husband:  "do  youthinkso  fair,  so  gentlc,  so 
elegaot,  andfine  a  lady  asthissweet  creatuie 
is,  bas  no  otbcr  friends  to  claim  her,  dead  or 
alive  'i  Ob !  if  even  it  were  so,  an  angel 
would  leave  tbe  skies  to  assist  ber." 

"  Ay,  ay,  and  pay  mc  my  bill  too,  qd 
doubt,"  replicd  tlie  ncttlcd  complainant : 
"bat  1  kaow  you  of  old,"  sbe  added.  "Any 
tbing  Ihat  wears  a  pctticoat  melts  your  tender 
hcart  JD  a  trice :  rlap  but  a  cap  and  pinners  j 
upoQ  tbc  devil's  dam  bcrself,  aod  she  ha^  J 
you  immediately." 

"  Tbat  is  too  truc,  indeed,  my  dear,"  replied,  J 
tbe  landlord,  with  a  deepsigb:  "youknowit  j 
by  eiperiencc." 

Wbile  this  scena  vras  acting  betwecn  her  , 
masier  and  mistress,  Margery  was  engaged 
in  the  stable,  in  dcep  consnll  witb  a  yoong 


II 

Jew  pedler  returniag  from  the  North,  wbo, 
owing  to  a  wonnd  from  a  tbom  nhich  he 
hsd  received  in  one  of  his  feet  daring  his 
pedestrian  tour,  had  been  for  some  days  de- 
tatoed  at  the  inn  by  severe  suffering. 

Margery,  wbo  waa  Iiappy  not  only  in  the 
profonnd  admiration  of  the  hostlcr,  a  gTiod, 
honest,  hale,  mddy-tookiog  fcllow,  bat  also 
in  äte  secret  dcvoira  and  aecret  douceurs  too 
of  hergallantmastcr,  had  no  inclination,  rieh 
tut  her  dishonest  prize  was,  to  permjt  it  to 
prove  tJie  means  of  her  abandoning  her  pro- 
fitable place  and  favonrcd  lorers  at  the  satne 
lime ;  she  fixed,  tberefore,  her  eycs  on  tbis  de- 
8pis«d  outcast  of  Christian  commiinion,  ati  a 
fit  a^nt  to  whom  to  traasfer  not  only  the  fruits 
of  her  pillage,  biit  the  ^ilt  of  it  also,  shonld 
any  auspicion  happen  to  aligbt  opon  berselT. 
Nor  did  ehe  greatly  fear  the  general  belicf  of 
taj  argaments  or  allegations  which  might 
imp«aoh  her  honest>-,  when  offered  bya  Jew, 
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This  poor  wretch,  sittin^  upon  a  hcap  of 
litraw,  was  engaged  in  taking  his  scaiit  and 
IcDten  repa»1,  when  Margery,  nho  as  dt;vout- 
ly  bclicved  tbat  uU  hiü  race  werc  rieh,  as  she 
did  that  Ihey  werc  all  rttgues,  aller  some  little 
prcliminary  baggling  respecUng  tbe  price  of 
a  tbimblc  froui  bis  travclling  triuket-box,  de- 
nianded  whcther  be  would  thitik  it  too  mach 
lo  givo  twenty  poiiiids  für  a  line  gold  watcb 
and  a  valuublo  eiiii,  which,  while  leturniaff 
f'rom  a  rccent  visit  to  ber  tnother,  sbe  had 
fottnd  lipon  (bc  road.  This  commuDlcatioD 
slic  honever  wanicd  Uic  Israclitc,  if  he  wUbed 
to  become  a  purcbaser  of  thc  alluded  to 
trcRsuTrM,  to  preservc  inviolably  sccret,  as  no 
diMibt  alrict  inquirics  would  be  inslituted  re- 
Kpccrtiiig  8u  important  a  Iosh.  The  rase-knife 
willi  wliii'li  bc  had  latcly  been  carving  his  hum- 
ble  Iure,  M\  froin  tbebands  or  the  agliastJew 
at  tbo  preserit  intcltigence  and  reqiiisttiou, 
whilc  stirprisc  tlietnosi  potent  scintillated  in 


Uie  füll  darkeyes  whicb  were  nowfirst  uplifl- 
ed  lo  and  rivetted  aponthoseof  the  unblosh- 
ing  vender. 

"  Nut  to  ransom  the  mother  Uiat  bore  me 
from  tbe  bonds  of  the  Egjptiaiis,  could  I 
prodace  Buch  a  snm,"  sighed  the  Jow,  in  a 
despooding  tone. 

"  You  would  not,  you  mcan?"  aaid 
Mar^ery,  "  but  for  such  golden  calves  as 
these,"  puUing  out  the  watch  and  etui 
Crom  her  bosom.  and  holding  them  to  his 
«yes. 

"  I  would,  indeed,  venture  much,"  slow- 
ly  Said  the  Itiraelile,  alter  a  long  and  deep 
sUence,  duriog  whicb  he  had  been  employed 
iB  minntely  examining  tbe  watcb,  which  he 
had  taken  into  bis  own  hands,  and  which, 
together  with  the  t:tut,  he  now  iustantly 
burled  into  tbe  manger;  then,  forcibly  spring- 
iog  upon  tbe  womao,  he  seized  both  her  arms, 
notwithMandiug  the  violent  though  silenl  re- 


siitance  of  thc  amaKonian  Margery.  Her 
stniggles  relaxed  of  tbeir  force  beneath  the 
vigorous  defensive  of  the  fsraelite,  wbo, 
placing  his  brawny  back  afaiost  tbe  trea- 
sared  ntanger,  wrestlcd  in  its  defeoce  witfa 
a  stiength  and  courage  which  would  not  have 
beeil  dcemed  unworthy  of  tbat  great  champion 
of  bis  race  whose  name  be  bore ;  and  Mar- 
gery, to  her  cost,  found  too  iatc  the  troth  of 
that  aasertion  to  whicb  ages  bave  testified. 
namely,  the  diöicalty  of  extracUng  wealth 
from  the  custody  of  a  Jew. 

The  perfect  silence  in  which  their  mighty 
conteut  had  hitherto  beeil  cairied  on  was  now 
firstbroken  by  Sampson.wbo  thus  addressed 
bis  female  antagonist,  or  rather.  by  this  tiow, 
iiearly  passive  prifioner: — 

"  The  articies  whjch  you  have  even  now  of- 
fered  to  me  for  sale,  I  stroagly  suspect  you  to 
have  Stolen:  the  walck  1  have  particidarly 
recognixed,  baviug,  but  a  few  hours  since. 
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n  it  io  tbe  posseBaion  of  the  youog  lady 
who  now  Ues  so  dangerously  ill  beueatb 
yoar  master's  roof." 

Margery's  deadly  palencsa  silently  acknow- 
ledged  her  gnilt,  and  the  occuser  proceededi 
still  letaining,  though  with  a  gcntler  grasp, 
ber  trembling  hands ;~ 

"  I  will  teil  you  how  I  came  to  know  that 
e  watch  for  the  property  of  tbe  fair  yoiiDg 
lady  I  have  mentioDed.  Wben,  some  days 
back,  1  crawled  bitbcr,  as  you  may  remember, 
both  sick  and  sorefrom  my  painfol  accidenl, 
I  produced  a  smaü  teathcra  pnrse  of  ailver, 
to  satisfy  the  doubtg  of  your  mistiess  as  tu 
vbether  I  waa  able  to  defray  tbe  cbat^es  of 
aiyeDtertainmeat;  (bat  poree  she  insisted  on 
retainiog  as  a  pledge  for  my  honest  deport- 
meot  during  my  stay ;  but  tbougb  it  is  still 
in  her  hands,  sbe  would  consent  to  allow  me 
no  better  resting  place  than  the  hay-Ioft  orer 
Ulis  Stahle,  up  into  wbicb  1  was  fortbwith 
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hoisted  witli  Utile  less  care  or  ceremony  than 
if  I  had  beeil  a  bündle  of  that  animaJ  proven- 
derwhich  itisalloltcd  tocontain.  Dr.  Sootliey 
turued  up  hia  nose  at  my  sore  foot,  and  never 
again  (alter  bis  first  visit,  to  wlüch,  indeed, 
your  matter  ueurly  bailed  bim  up  by  maiD 
force)  came  near  me:  tbe  waiter  totaliy  diare- 
garded  luc  in  my  airy  lodging;  and  but  tor  tbe 
kiodness  and  humanity  of  your  sweetbeart, 
Robin  tbc  bostler,  I  rcally  tlilok  1  tnust  bare 
dicd  outrigbt :  lie  t'etched  the  skillul  and  kind 
Dr.Liviogston  to  mif,  who  searched,  and  theo 
poured  balm  ioto  my  festering  wound.  Robin 
nursed,  Robio  fed  me,  even  as  did  the  com- 
missioiied  ravena  of  old  our  holy  Prophet; 
and,  finally,  in  order  to  coatinnc  bis  kind 
Offices  to  me,  and  yet  encroacfa  less  an  bis 
time,  wbich,  as  a  just  and  faitbful  servant,  be 
couBts  not  as  bis  own,  but  as  bis  master's,  be 
conveyed,  ünt  m;  bed,  and  then  myaelf  down 
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"  W'tien  die  twu  ladies  arrired  yesterday 
Cn*ver  caa  l  forget  yesterdayj,  the  yonn^er, 
thougli  seemingly  faint  and  ill,  had  scarcely 
bcen  a  quarter  of  an  hoiir  in  the  houae,  when 
sbe  again  left  tt,  to  come  hitbcr  to  direct  and 
request,  yea  aad  to  cnforce  those  directions 
and  reqaests  not  only  with  sounds  biit  nith 
gifts  of  silver,  that  good  care  and  provender 
might  be  liberally  bestowed  lipon  tbe  poor 
brcathless  beasts  who  had  drawn  their  vehicie 
bilber,  cre  they  nere  sent  back,  to  the  place 
from  wbence  they  came.  The  bright-haired 
Vision  was  turniag  to  leave  the  stable,  nhen 
suddenly  her  heaveuly  eyes  of  mercy  glaoced 
npon  m«.  Gently  approaching,  she  bent 
over  my  lowly  bed  of  pain,  and  enqnired  my 
complaint  in  a  voice  which  might  have  sooth- 
ed  death's  parting  agony,  and  Inllcd  the 
strnggling  soul  to  premature  repose.  I  re- 
member  not  precisely  my  reply ;  but  her  next 
qoestion  was,  wbether  necessity,  mtber  than 
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vhoice,  had  not  recommeDded  me  to  so  rüde 
a  lodgJDg;  and,  blushing  heavenly  red,  she 
drew  from  the  very  holt/  of  holte»,  her  swell- 
ing  bosom,  a  purse  (that  very  purae  wbich, 
now  displaced  from  its  coacealment  by  oor 
stniggling,  peeps  fortb  from  your's),  and 
offered  a  piece  of  gold  lo  my  acceptance. 
Uowever  rcluctont  I  feit  to  impeach  the 
bumanity  of  my  landlady,  I  was  still  less 
ioclined  to  rob  the  tnily  Decessitous,  by 
appropriatiDg  an  alms  laeedednot:  perbaps, 
too,  the  leven  of  wounded  pride  might  bave 
some  share  in  tbe  confession ;  but,  be  that  as 
it  may,  I  told  her  the  tmth  respecting  the  treat- 
ment  T  bad  received  from  your  provident  and 
over-srrupuloDs  misiress.  Sbc  tremblingly 
listened  to  my  reaaons  of  necessity,  while  a 
disgUBt,  amounting  almost  to  horror,  atole 
over  her  beauteoiis  features;  theo,  lakiog 
ont  her  watch  (that  very  ivatch  wbich  you 
oflered  to  me  for  sale  even  now),  and  a 


If  looking  oo  it,  sbe  eaid,  'Thank  Uod!  I 
sbatl  speedily  leave  this  unfeeling  roof  far 
bebiod  me ;  nor  will  you,  young  man,  need,  I 
ttaai,  much  longer  to  remaii)  its  suffering  in- 
mat«.'    Sbe  turned  to  go — to  go  for  ever ! 

"  Oh !  wbat  would  I  not  have  given,  bave 
dooG,  bave  sufTered,  to  detain  her  but  one 
poor  momcnt !  I  toucbcd  tbe  liem  of  her 
garnient  with  my  Ups,  and  biimbly  besought 
ber,.eTc  bcr  departure,  to  deign  to  delight 
mioe  eyes  with  a  closer  ingpection  of  that  rare 
piece  of  cunning  workmanship,  her  richly 
chased  gold  watcb ;  assuring  her  that  the  re- 
quested  indulgeoce  would  aäbrd  thc  most  gra- 
lirying  of  all  Visual  feasts  to  a  poor  Jew  pedler. 
Sbe  smiled  at  my  earnestDesä,  and,  half  tuni- 
ing  from  mc,  her  ungloved  left  band  dropped 
the  glittering  bauble  into  mioe. 

"  Fatal  request !    fatal  riew !  which  thea 

met  my   anxioua  gaze!  1  bebeld  the  gates 

of  heaven  closed  agaiost  me  by  the  express 
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ordinance  of  my  God  himscif!  Wilh  trem- 
bliüg,  I  restored  to  the  condescending  lady 
her  watch.  What  I  said,  I  koow  not ;  bot 
I  feit,  as  she  parted  from  my  strained  gaze, 
\ike  one  who  is  conscioua  that  lie  has  Seen 
the  sun  setfor  the  last  time! 

"Now,"  continued  the  Jew  to  the  still 
bfeathless  yel  again  struggling  Margery,  "fly  [ 
save  yourself ;  but  first  deliver  up  that  purse, 
which,  with  tbc  watch  and  ctui,  I  rnnst 
aad  mll  rcstore  to  their  rightful  owoer." 

At  thia  moment  the  hitherto  dumb  Margery 
rent  the  air  with  her  cries  and  exclamations. 
"Thieres !—  thicvcs ! — murder ! " she  bellow- 
ed,  tfaough  still  linnly  detained  by  the  irnap- 
palied  Israelite.  In  a  moment,  the  hostler 
entered  tho  stable,  and  was  prescntly  foUow- 
ed  by  tbe  hclper,  the  landlord,  landlady, 
waiter,  and,  in  short  every  creature  iobabit- 
ing  the  inn  and  its  louely  vicinity,  the  fair 
Ugeaia  alone  cxcepled. 
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"Ob,  mastcr!  mastcr!"  screamcd  Margery; 
"do  but  coroe  hithcr!  this  wretch,  this  Jen 
Ihief,  has  contrived  in  spite  ol'  his  gamef(H^f'\ 
to  find  his  way  to  the  sick  lady*5  cbambeiv  1 
and  has  stolea  her  beantifui  gold  watch  e 
otbcr  property.  I  came  in  bere  anawam^l 
and  caugbt  bim  looking  over  bis  booty ;  auf  I 
Ihon  bc  Ibrew  the  tbiogs  into  tbe  manger;  an^^a 
because  I  tbreatcned  to  espose  bim,  bere  b^'l 
is  atteupting  to  raurder  me  outright!" 

Two  stODt  fellows   now  scized  tbe  Jew^l 
wbilc  a  tbird  basteaed  to  esccate  summary  J 
justice  OD  hini,  by  discbarging  a  blanderbudo, 
with  wbicb,  in  tbe  "d^irm  of  fear,"  he  bad 
armed  bitnself,  at  bis  heud  :  Ibis  inslnimeot  of 
quick  dcstruction  tbe  landlord  beat  out  of  tbe 
l'ellow'sbands;  and,  Ihe  mangerbeing  srarc^ 
ed,  tbe  nalcb  and  etui  were  found  and  de-1 
livered  over  to  tbe  charge  of  the  now  casj^ 
and  «xulltng  laiullady,  the  tidc  u(  whose  pitf^ 
for  bor  much-wronged  and  sntTcring  gucst  pre- j 


MDtly  ruse  so  high,  as  not  only  to  ovrrfluu  at 
her  Ups,  but  even  at  her  eyes. 

The  supposed  ciHpnt  was  immediatelj 
bound  band  and  fool,  and  it  was  iinani- 
mously  rcsolvcd  that  he  sboiild  be  locked  up 
in  bis  customary  place  of  residence,  tbe  sta- 
ble,  tili  the  proper  officers  could  be  procured 
ftom  tbe  next  town,  to  conduct  bim  into 
the  awful  presence  ol'  Justice.  Prerious- 
ly,  however,  to  these  cautious  and  pru- 
deat  arrangements  being  put  into  füll  eflTect, 
the  Jew,  with  undisturbed  calmness  of  voice, 
conntenance,  and  demeanour,  thus  address- 
ed  Ihe  now  triumphantMai^ery: — 

"  I  grieve,  O  fair  Philistine  ]  for  the  fear- 
ful  fate  whicn,  by  thy  preseot  false  accusa- 
tiOD  of  the  innocent,  thon  art  still  more 
certainly  pulUngdown  upon  thine  own  guilty 
head :  yet  more  (  grieve,  becauae  thou  art 
the  only  lamb  of  Robin,  my  kind  and  friendly 
MsiBtant  in  the  hour  of  helplessness  and  pain ; 


aiiü  piirbaps  (for  I  am  a  solilary,  furlorni 
and  liupeleäs  wanderer  ontlie  curth)  I  would, 
to  save  tby  yuuth,  thy  iVeshiieüs,  thy  tender 
seiL,  froin  uiiümely  de:ith,  not  uuwillingly 
encouDler  tbat  tbri'eit  myselt';  fot  mucli, 
alaßt  ot'  bloud  and  persccution  has  long  de- 
solated  tbe  tents  »t  Judah  ;  and  my  wrctcbed 
race  know,  by  fatal  experience,  but  loo  well 
bow  to  auffer  and  to  subniit.  But  with 
shanie,  with  sli^ma,  boivcvcr  iiniueriled,  our 
cup  is  already  overflowing ;  oor  shiUl  ouc 
added  drop  of  Marab  bitterness  swell  it'ä 
poison  draugbt,  or  one  more  invidioas  tinge 
rise  o'er  my  people's  sorrow-sallo  wed  cbeek», 
that  Sampson  Alvarez  possesses  tbe  power 
to  avert ;  even  thougb  woman's  lender  U/e, 
even  thougb  icoman's  sacred  J'ame,  become 
the  fatal  spoils  of  his  devotiou !  Seize 
her!"  he  added :  "  I  offered  her  safety  wfaile 
I  gnessed  her  gailly  :  »be  bas  involved  ine  io 
danger,  Ihough  sbe  knew  me  guilttess.     Seiz« 


I|er;  and  search  her  bosom:  iu  it  you  will 
find  a  purse  coniposcd  of  silvcr  tlircads,  and 
crimson  silk  woven  into  stripes:  it  uppcars 
morc  than  half  fillcd  witb  gold  coias ;  aod  tbat 
purse,  I  am  ready  to  swear  upou  thcfive 
holy  bookn,  I  ye»terday  saw  iu  tbe  hands  of 
the  fair  fetnalc  gaest  who  lies  sick  above. 
Let  her  account  bow  tbat  purse,  tbe  watcbi 
aod  the  etui,  came  into  her  possessioo ;  aad 
'  6e  her  blood  upon  her  own  kead.' " 

"  What !"  cried  the  now  agaiu  enraged 
landlady, "  was  (bere  apurge  too?  andwould 
you  leavc  tite — I  mean  would  you  leave  the 
dear  sick  soul— nothing  to  pay  for  her 
bouäe-room  witb,  tbou  thievisb  bussey  ?" 

Shc  rushed  upon  tbe  conscience-stricken 
weach,  tbrust  her  band  into  her  kercbeif» 
and  drcw  fortb  tbe  purse,  which  was  uot 
ooly  recognizcd  by  Sampson,  but  also  by  tbs 
hosUcr  and  helper  (upon  botbwfaom,  aswell 
as  the  poBÜIlion  who  drove  theto,  the  sick 


lady  tiad,  thc  day  bclbre,  beslowed  her  bribes 
to  mercy),  as  the  very  one  from  whicb  tboy 
had  received  tbeu. 

"  He  gave  it  me,"  cricd  Margery,  poiüting 
(othejew:  "i  teil  you  he  gave  it  me,  to 
make  me  hold  my  longue .'" 

The  hostler's  recognitioo  ofthe  fatal  purse 
in  tbe  possession  of  bis  beloved  had  beeu  a 
sUent  one ;  internal  agony  and  internal  con- 
flict  had  been  visible  in  bis  countenauce 
from  the  ürstmoment  of  bis  entering  the  sta- 
blc ;  he  now  «topped  forward  : — 

"  'Tis  a  He!"  he  cried,  addressing  tlie 
shfinking  Margery;  "a  lie,  black  as  the 
heart  tbat  conld  invent  it.  I  now  plainly 
perceive  you  design  to  murdertbe  innocent; 
and  since  some  one  must  swing,  it  sball  not 
be  my  fault  if  thc  haltet  is  not  put  round  the 
rightneck;  and  that  neck  (the  large  tears 
fei)  over  bis  face),  that  neck,  white  as  it  is, 
and  much,  Margery,  as  I  havc  lovcd  it,  is 
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I  your  owM  !     Morc  Uian  once,  uid  more  tban 

'  twicc,  tbis  day,  havc  I  observed  you   peep 

in  at  Ulis  door,  and  cast  your  anxious  leers 
at  th«  comely  black-eycd  Jew ;  so  1  watched 
you  dose ;  and  wheii  yet  agnin  I  Ibund  you 
stealtDg  bithvr,  I  gave  yon  all  l'reedoin  to  ffet 
in,  as  you  thougkl,  iinseen,  and  sliut  Ihe  door. 
But  I  kncw  well  enoiigb  how  to  lay  both  ear 
and  eye  to  cracks  In  it  that  former  experi- 
cnce  bad  taugbt  inc  wniild  satisfy  my  curi- 
osily  sufficiently ;  and  thougb  1  ncither  saw 
nor  beard  what  I  expectcd,  1  witnessed  mucb 
worse,  and  niiat  [  wisfa  I  had  beea  low  in 
my  grave  before  I  had  erer  known  :  for  I 
heard  you  offer  tbe  watcb  and  etni  to  the 
Jew— saw  yOQ  produce  them  froni  yoar  bo- 

som,  and ." 

"Never  »hall  you  hear  or  see  again!" 
shrieked  thc  frantic  Margery,  snalching  up 
and  Icvelling  at  bim  the  blunderbuss  which 
lay  near  ber.     The  landlord,  wresting  it  from 


her,  fired  it  off  outside  the  dour,  observiog 
Uiat  was  the  aecond  time  it  had  like  tu  have 
cause d  miächief. 

Tears  now,  for  the  first  Hme,  stood  in  her 
eyes:  and  for  a  few  moineots  the  woman 
prevatied ;  btit,  after  a  sbort  strugglc  witb 
herself,  she  again  swetlod  dcfiance. 

"vSo,  nty  kindmaslcr  and  mistreüs,"  satd 
abc,  "  you  seem  fully  inclined  to  hang;  me  ob 
tfae  Word  of  a  Jew,  and  the  testimony,  to 
boot,  of  a  yellow-eyed  clown,  who  squinted 
throQ^li  a  crevicc,  and  saw  double  through 
a  door.  Prettyevidence,  traly  !  bnt  it  won't 
do,  thoiigh.  The  Justice  will  iiave  more 
religion  than  to  wink  at  such  a  wickednes»; 
besides,  I  understand  enoughof  law  toknow, 
that  you  mnst  wait  tili  the  yonng  body  yoi»- 
der,  in  the  mad  fever,  can  sweur  to  her  own 
property,  and  be  bound  over  to  prosecutc." 

"Bnt  meanwhile,  I  sball  make  no  bones 
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Ol'  hweariog,  tliat  /  saw  you,  Margery,  Ukc 
Uie  purse,  the  etui,  and  the  watcli,  out  of 
her  pockels,"  cried  the  landlord :  *'  aow, 
wbat  do  you  äay  to  that  t" 

Tbere  was  an  amazcd  and  breathlcss  si- 
leoce;  it  was  brokea  by  Ihe  sobbiug  ]and< 
lady : — 

"  You  saw  ber  do  it,  did  you  say  1  Why 
IfacD,  you  wicked,  poacbing  villain,  you 
mu3t  havc  been  in  the  lady's  ckamher  to  sco 
it,  and  that,  too,  whüe  she  was  in  bed,  out 
öf  wbich  I  am  certain  she  has  never  beeo 
since  the  tiinc  she  arrived.  When,  and  for 
wkat,  did  you  go  tbere,  you  wicked  wretch  ? 
Answcr  me  Ihat." 

"  I  did  not  go  to  examine  the  lady's  pock- 
ets,  as  to  her  oicaiis  of  paying  her  reckoning, 
wife,"  rcplied  Bonitace. 

"  Wbat  do  you  mean  by  Üiat  ttisinniva- 
Uoh/"  cried  hi»  criuuoned  helpmatei  "you 
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are  enough  to  swear  onc's  lifc  away.  1  liave 
Dever  wronged  Ihe  dear  lady  of  a  brass 
penny." 

"I  belicTe  you,  Jenny ;  for  you  have  not 
yet  madc  oul  her  liill :  but  if  you  will  know 
wky  I  iatruded  iato  thc  lady'i«  Chamber,  you 
shall ;  only  reniember,  that,  if  I  bave  tres- 
passed  in  point  of  propriety,  the  fault  was 
committed  in  endeavouring  to  make  up  for 
your  neglecl.  Ilad  you  gone  a  littlc  oftener 
to  the  sweet  safferer's  sick  room,  I  had  never 
goae  near  it  at  all.  Thinking,  and  indeed 
knowing,  tbat  the  poor  lady  was  ncgiected 
by  both  of  you  womcn,  I  mixed  her  np  a 
large  goblet  of  lemonade  to  cool  her  fever, 
and  thought  t  would  just  place  it  upon  the 
stand  by  her  bedsidc ;  and  when  she  waked 
out  of  the  feverish  dozc  which  you  liad  re- 
ported  her  to  be  in,  it  migbt  prove  an  agiee- 
able  surprise,  and  a  long  drink  of  !t  would 
dober  good,  withoul  her  ever  knowing  whe- 
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tber  it  waß  man  or  womaii  placed  it  ttie» : 
aod  it',  thouKht  I,  Ihe  bed  curtains  skimld 
happen  to  be  a  Utile  open,  why  then ." 

"  Wtiat  theii,  you  villain!"  cried  the  land- 
lady. 

"  Wby,  tben,  I  hoped  to  get  a  peep  at  her 
aogel  face  ap;atn,"  returned  tbe  landlord, 
"  which  would  havo  been  wortb  all  the  aogels 
her  pockets  containcd,  were  they  cver  so 
many.  Well  I  1  mixed  ray  drink,  and  up 
stairs  I  stole ;  biit  unfortunatcly,  the  lady's 
cartains  were  all  drawii  as  close  aa  night. 
I  vas  sorry  for  that,  because  she  nould  not 
see  the  lemonade  when  she  waked  (for  I 
wa£  conriiiced  she  was  asleep,  by  the  rega- 
larity  of  her  breathmg);  and  so,  though  I 
confess  my  band  did  tremble  %'ery  much, 
I  drew  the  head  curtain  next  the  wall  a  very 
leetlevtay  aside,  and  set  down  the  goblet  oo 
the  stand ;  and  then  I  veatured  to  Ijft  np  my 
vyes,  and  gaxe  upon   tbe   sleeping  beaaty. 
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Tbe  bed-cluthes  were  crowded  up  to  hör 
»ery  face,  which  wus  flutilied  with  fever :  one 
small  hand  bad  escaped  its  bot  bonda^e,  and 
Ifty  as  if  lifeless,  »hamin^  tbe  coiinterpane 
by  its  sQOwy  wbitenes:^;  and  I  tbought,  if 
its  lovely  fellow  was  released  also,  and  some- 
what  of  that  weight  of  bed-clothes  gently 
lifted  from  off  her  bosom,  that  her  sleep 
would  be  easier.  Bat,  God  forbid  that  at 
that  mnd  momont  I  sbould  have  extended  a 
finger  tuwards  that  lovely  lady's  bed  of  inoo- 
cent  rest.  1  turned  away  my  wishiog,  sin- 
ning  eyes,  and  was  prcparing  to  leave  the 
Chamber,  whensuddenly  1  hcard  a  woman's 
tread  upon  the  staira.  I  thought,  wife,  that 
it  was  your  footing;  and,  had  I  been  mur- 
dering  oiir  gucst,  I  believe  I  sbould  not  have 
feit  cqual  horror  to  that  which  I  then  cx- 
perienced.  I  had  no  ineans  of  retreat:  all 
I  could  do  was,  to  eiideavoar  to  rally  courage 
to  face  the  roining  stortn  ;  when.  luckity. 


betliougbl  nie  ol'  rrerping  under  the  be^fl 
IFow  I  effected  this  so  qnicjtly,  and  sä'I 
softiy,  I  know  not;  bnt  I  was  safely  Mtf^J 
wben  the  person  (I  did  not  immediately  9e«*| 
who  it  was)  stole  into  the  room,  and  pre^'" 
sently  I  heard  Margery's  voice  matter, 
the  sleeping  mixture  tak^s  cOiect,  thong;] 
perhups  the  two  tahle-spoonfuls  nhich  wen 
ordered  wnuld  not  bavc  served  tbc  purpoi 
quite  QS  well  as  my  presoription  of  fourt' 
biitnow's  my  time  or  never.' 

"  I  had  observed  a  woman's  clothesand  » 
pair  of  pockets  were  han^ng  on  the  ^eat 
cbair  by  the  bed-side:  Margerywent  «p  tfl'*! 
thatcbair,  and  l  heard  a  »light  rnstling  of^ 
the  garments,  and  a  jing;ling  of  the  content^ 
of  tbe -pockets,  as  I  supposed.  Margery 
now  walked  towards  the  window,  and  then 
I  gcntly  turned  myseif,  and,  lifting  up  the 
drawn  bed  curtains  just  enoagh  to  affoTd  me 
eye  Space,  1  pTainly  saw  her  stand  near  the 


Window,  with  the  pockcts  in  her  hand.  She 
Juoked  fe»rfully  round,  more  than  once; 
paused  a  moment,  and  then  fairly  thnist  her 
band  into  them :  Irom  one  she  drew  thc  purse, 
and  from  the  othcr  the  etai  and  (.he  watch, 
and,  witb  very  liltlc  examination  of  either. 
thrast  them  all  three,  one  aftcr  another,  into 
her  stays.  She  then  cairied  the  pockets 
back  to  the  great  chair,  upon  which  she  aoftly 
hnng  them,  and  stepped,  light  as  a  feather 
and  qaick  as  lightning,  out  of  thc  Chamber, 
softly  closing  thc  door  after  her. 

"  I  now  got  from  ander  the  poor  wronged 
sleepcr'8  bed,  and,  tremhling  all  over,  took 
up  the  lemonade,  lor  fear  it  should  teil  tales 
of  my  having  been  there ;  which,  after 
having  witnessed  such  a  deed,  I  more  than 
cver  dreaded  should  be  suspected ;  and  so 
sneaked  down  atairs  ag;ain.  hcavily  tament- 
ing  (bat  ever  I  ahonld  havc  such  a  secret  of 
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Margery's  to  keep,  tot  to  my  dying  d^ 
I  would  have  kept  it." 

"  But  why,  you  wretcb,"  cried   the  lai 
ladyj  "  wAy  would  you  bave  kept  it  1 
so  we  all  might  have  been  taken  np,  i 
hanged  at  our  owa  sign  post,  I  suppose,  I 
this  wicked  slut's   sakc.     You    must   I 
been  migbtily  fnnd  of  her  methiuks." 

"Whcutbe  cburchwardens  come   tot 
for  good  security  ot  forty  poands,  od  accouBl 
of  an  expected  young  parishioner,  you  < 
to  your   till's  cost,  ktiow  bow  f'oud  fae  h»^fl 
been,  Mistress,"  cried  the  malicious  aad  un-  I 
blusbingchambennaid,  castiog  oii  her  i 
tei  alook  of  triumpb,  wbich  said,  "bythi 
confession  I  have  more  than  puoished  y 

The  laodlord  burst  into  leara: — "S 
gery,"  said  be,  "  yout  preseot  aoger  is 
cusable,  and  your  malice,  as  far  as  rel 
to  myself,  I  forgive.     I  wonld  bave  I 
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with  Ihc  fcnowicdge  of  yoar  crime  on  iiiy 
coiiäcicnce  ;  I  woutd  have  carried  it  with  ine 
to  my  grave,  evcn  thongh  it  disturbed  my 
reat  thero  for  ever :  but  when  I  sec  you  re- 
solved  to  become  a  murderer  as  well  as  a 
thief,  I  takc  hands  'm opinion  with  poor  Robin 
there,  whom  we  have  both,  to  our  shame, 
wronged,  and  forget ■ — ." 

"  Even  that  yon  are  the  father  of  my  ex- 
pectcd  child,"  inteiTDpted  Margery,  in  a 
tooe  which  made  all  present  trcmblc,  sa.TC 
the  landlady  and  thc  hostler,  to  wbom  thosc 
dreadful  words  »ounded  as  a  frcsh  alahun 
to  vengeance. 

And  now  raged  a  new  and  unequal  battle : 
tbe-inJDred  wife  and  indigaant  rival  both 
at  one  feil  moment  äew  apon  the  landlord; 
tili  the  belper  having  untied  the  bonds  of 
poorSampsoD.be  rushed  to  therescue  of  the 
amorons  bat  milky-souled  host,  who,  sorely 
haodled,  and  deeply  depressed  in  spirit,  oo 
D2 
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äooner  t'ound   himsell'    dclivcrctl    from    th^  j 
ighty  blows  und  searcliiiig  tidon»  uf  tbp  I 
tivo  avengcrs,  thao  he  quitted   tlie  placo  ofu 
battle  with  all  imaginable  celerity.     The  i 
litudlady,  on    bcing    disengaged    from   lier 
quarry,    feil    inlo    iils,    and    was    convcy- 
ed  by  tlic  helper  and    waiter  (o  llic  bar» 
wbere  sbe  soon  cxperieuced  relief  and  re-  1 
covery  from   those    cordial  fountains    over  ' 
wbich,  as  their  guardian   nymph,  s)io   inva- 
riably  prcsided ;  while  Margery,  at  once  the 
unlucky  cause  aud  subjc-cl  of  so  much  un- 
cxpected  calamity,  abandoncd  by  botb  her  i 
lovers,  was  lefL  to  all  the  preliminary  borrors  I 
of  the  fatc  sho  had  incurrcd. 

It  ig  but  too  certain  (though  bappy,  niost  ] 
happy,  is  that  man  who  doubls  the  certainty)  I 
that  injury,  anger,  andrcvenge,  can"make  | 
a  hell  wherc  they   have   found  a   heaveni" 
.such  was,  at  that  junctiirc,  Ihe  fcarful   con* 
dition  uf  the  boallcrs  uriginally  wi.'ll  conuU'  1 
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tutcd  naturc,  Ibat  hc  belicved  he  could  havc 
lipheld  bis  Margery  cven  suspendcd  to  the 
fatal  tree  witb  pleasure:  bis  priaciples,  bis 
pridc,  bis  lovc,  bis  honour,  were  all  alike 
wonodcd ;  and,  spite  of  Watts's  poetical 
adage,  altbough  no  fool,  bis  anger  "did 
btirn  tili  morniog  ligltt."  As  für  tlie  land- 
lord,  bis  fixcitement  was  of  a  vcry  difTerent 
kind :  he  feit  hiinself  not  injured,  bnt  an 
injurer;  and  bis  sensalions  were  a  mingled 
mass  of  remorse,  sbamc,  and  pity,  to  which 
also  migbt  be  truly  added  no  little  spiee  of 
fear.  Tbis  dopressing  combination  naturally 
led  faim  to  coart  tcmporary  retirement;  but, 
to  bis  credit,  it  must  be  explained,  that  the 
principal  labour  of  his  thongbts,  whilc  coil- 
cd  np  in  bis  solitary  biding-bole,  was,  the 
best  possible  mode  of  preserving  the  anfor- 
tunate  Margery,  by  tncans  not  only  of  the 
pleadiag  her  prcscnt  conditioa,  bat  also  by 
thcsuppression  of  the  sick  lad/s  identifica- 


H  UoDofher  property ;  a  suppresaion  wbicli, 

■  from  her   gentle  maDners,  and  Ibe  traits  of 

amiability  of  temper   whicb   she   had  exU-    ' 
bitcd,  lie  calculatcd  might,  JD   the  eveut  of   ' 
her  recovery   IVom   her  present  malady,  be 
relied   upon,  almost  as   a  certaiiity. 

But  wtiere  sball  be  found  Lbe  magic,  tbe 
peacU-like  pen,  competent  to  colour  to  thc 
lilc  lbe  hofTors  of  soiil  whicb  uow  assailed 
Ibe  miscrablo  Margery  ?  Alone,  cold,  food- 
less,  lireless,  dark,  äecurely  locked  and 
bolted  into  tbe  stable,  witb  ber  hands  firnily 
bound  togethcr  by  a  rough  and  wjry  cord, 
ehe  wa3  left  lo  wait  Üie  drcadcd  dawn  des- 
Uned  to  witness  her  public  disgrace,  the 
despair  of  heriDatber,  tbe  c&tiuction  of  ber 
ßvery  eartbly  pride,  her  cvery  cartbly  hope. 
And  whosc  hands  were  tbey  that  had  so 
harübly  imprisoncd  her's  1  They  were  her 
owa  Bobin 'ä!  and  hchad  leit  her  with  a  wiah 
that  tbe  felou'ii  badgc  whicb  now  formcd  her 


braceiets,  might  shorÜy,  in  quality  of  a  neck- 
lace,  grace  her  throal.  For  nkat  will  not 
jealous  and  outraged  love  say? — what  will 
U  not  do  ? — bat  what,  alas !  will  it  not  feet, 
when  those  wishes,  thos«  sayings,  thoae 
deeds,  are  accomplished  ?  Oh  !  tbose  deatfa- 
deaiing  feeliaga  I  never  more  ol'  tnortal  bo- 
■om  may  they  be  tbe  envenomed  dwellers !  . 

'<  The  disconsolatc  lover  baving  seen  the 
completc  iDcarceratioo  of  bis  mistress  effect- 
cd,  betook  himself  to  the  fields ;  across  nhich, 
withont  rcgardiag  tbe  impediment  ofhed;;«, 
ditch,  or  Stile,  he  continued  to  wander,  lost 
In  monniful  rumißation,  until  night  ovcrtook 
kirn  some  milcs  front  bome ;  when,  faint  and 
cxhauBted,  and  mind  as  well  as  body-wea- 
ried,  &  nünated  cow-honse  became  the  shel- 
ter  of  bis  heavy  bead  tili  moming.  Sampson 
ßtrongly  remonstrated  against  (he  severe  ar- 
tangenicnts  of  Margery's  Imprisonmont ;  he 

'(Headod  for  a  better  a|Hirtm«n<,  frcedom  of 
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llmb,  and  lig;lit,  food,  and  tire,  lor  tlie  pri- 
soDcr;  but  pleaded  in  voin.  Tltat  A«  niight 
lie  pcrmitted  to  shiirc  in  her  confinemcnt  no- 
til  tho  constablcs  should  arrive,  was  his  next 
request;  liut  in  this  pctition  he  was  also  un- 
ancceaaful. 

A  laogh  ol'  derision,  intcrruptod  only   by 
remarks  and  allusions  as  unjust  aa  Üicy  wore 
prurient,  ecboed  round  him  ;  and  all  Itc  conld 
obtain   was,   that    somc    rofreshmcats    (tiar   j 
which  he  promiaed  to  bc  answerable  to  Uie  j 
landlady    from    hia    own  parse)  should  be 
broaght  to  the  ntablc  tbr  the  use  of  thc  soli> 
tary  captivc,  the  key  of  whosc  prison   was,   ' 
by  her  particular  command,  forwardcd  to  the   ' 
eure  of  her  vindictivc  mistress  hersell'. 

It  was early in  theevcning,  whenSanipsoa,  i 
with  an   aching  beart,  ascended  to  his  for-   < 
Hier  uocomfortablc  dormitory,  Lbebay-Iuil: 
fae  bad,  il  U  true,  with  cvcry  possiblc  mark  of  ' 
oonsidcraliou,  bocn  invitcd  tuto  that  sanclam 


Mtactoruffl,  Ibe  kitcken,  a  spot  wbich  hüi  nn- 
hallowed  preseoce  had  never  yet  darod  to 
pfofane.  But  Sampson's  inclinntions  \veie 
at  that  prescDt  timo  by  tiu  mcans  gregaruHw: 
melancholy  had,  iadeed,  long  "  marked  bim 
for  her  own,"  and  rccent  events,  of  which 
Ütat  TCTy  littlo  inn  had  beca  the  memomble 
theatre,  liadstrongly  coiUribntcd  lo  stamp, 
nhilo  life  remained,  her  gloomy  seaJ  upon 
bis  soal.  For  the  wretched  crcaturc  benoalh 
bim  he  cutertained  the  sincercst  commisc- 
mUoD,  and  tbe  niost  carnest  wiebea  to  aflord 
faer  comfort,  not  only  for  her  own  forlorn 
sake,  but  Ibr  that  of  her  unhappy  lover,  in 
wbose  interests  bis  gratitude  and  pity  viete 
both  eolisted.  ,h;  . 

Aboat  tbis  time,  the  landtady  abdüaled 
ber  fbarful  and  enyicd  throne,  the  bariaad 
was  conductcd  to  her  1>ed;  whilo  a  nim 
botUc,  which,  but  a  l'cw  .short  hours  bcfore, 
had  boasied  itsunpluubed  dcptb,  uowcum- 
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plctely  cracked,  and  topsy-turvy  torned, 
■nourned  in  neglect  its  ravisbed  honours; 
trnasferred,  alas !  to  deck,  -witti  added  and 
superäuous  rabies,  her  tell-talo  nose! 

■Previously  to  this,  Dr.  Soutbey  bftd  viait- 
cd  bis  interosling   patient,  wbom  be  foaod 
II  just  awakeued  from  a  calm  oblivioo  of  inany 

bours :    Ihe  fever,  whicb  had   clouded  her 
aonses,  had  nearly  disappeared  in  a  gentle 
bot  profuse  perspiratiOD,  and  notbing  seemed 
likely   to   retard  her  ear}y  and  perfect  re- 
covery, eave  the  want  of  noceBSary  comforts 
and  due  atteudance ;  and  these  Dr.  Soatbey 
Dowzealously  detennined   that  bis  fair  pa- 
tient should  have  in  perfection.     Convinced 
from  the  story  of  the  robbery,  and  the  well- 
filled  purse  and   brigbt  article-s  wbicb  had 
bcen  flaäbed  in  hia  eyes  by  the  triamphant 
^1         laodlady,  that  the  invalid  was  weil  able  to 
^m        discbarge  bis  bill,  be  instantJy  procured  for 
H  her,  from  tbc  ncighbourhood,  i 


niirse,  on 


wbose  ability  and  attoation  bc  could  depeod; 
somo  cbicken  broth  from  tiio  kitchen,  jams 
aud  jellies  froin  bis  bousekeepor's  störe- 
room,  and,  iu  ordor  to  rnnke  all  sure,  a 
whole  ariiiy  o(  totally  utinocesäary  bot  very 
barmless  galeDicalü  from  bis  own  shop. 
UnhappUy,    wheu  tbe    deputation    from 

thc   Red  JJon  arrived  at in 

aearch  of  the  conslablcs,  and  other  desi- 
derata  of  tbe  same  nalure,  it  bappened 
not  to  be  a  Justice  hour:  bis  worship  Was 
busily  engaged  at  a  late  hunting  diiuier  (or 
early  sapper  it  migbt  be  called)  at  a  ooble- 
aian'ii  Bcat  at  some  miled  distaace,  and  it 
was  longj  cre  cvcn,  tbat  deputy  of  dignity, 
l|)s  Clerk,  wbo  was,  in  biimblo  imitatiou  of 
bis  patroD,  cmployed  in  unbcnding  himsolf 
in  some  civil  recreatioo  or  other,  could  bc 
tnand ;  tbe  conetables,  too,  were  strayiof : 
W  tbat,  wbatwitb  one  tliing  and  wbat  mtb 
Mother,  it  was  neaily  mlduight  cre  tbe  poMi' 
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Ibftfloöring,  (hat  he  could  with  oaac  däSc^ff 
tliKUgb  the  aperture  he  bad  made  iato  thc 
stable  bencath,  One  rjrcumstance,  hoirever, 
not  only  anrprised  but  iadecd  alarmed  liiin, 
even  much  more  tlian  ttie  hazardous  enter- 
prise  he  was  cngagcd  in;  and  that  circum- 
stance  was,  that  no  sound,  no  testification 
whatever  of  existcnce,  had  risen  from  below 
during  the  whole  time  of  bis  working. 
Coald  the  unbappy  girl,  n'hose  redemptioa 
was  the  objcct  of  his  Operations,  bave  fallen 
iato  so  soiind  a  sieep,  as  that  it  shoold  stül 
remain  unbrokcn  by  the  dia  he  had  been 
making  over  her  bcad  ?  Impossible !  Was 
sUe  sUeot  throuj;h  fear,  anger,  policy  T  or 
had  she,  iodeed,  contrivedtoescapeT  Again 
and  again  he  laid  bis  moutb  to  the  aper- 
ture he  had  effeclcd,  aad  haiied  her  with  the 
proffer  of  deliverance :  still  all  was  silent; 
and  the  Israelite,  iinspeaiably  disturbed,  lost 
DO  more  time,  but  with  a  bound  descended 


through  Uio  apertiirc  inlo  thc  midßt  of   flie 
stable. 

It  was  mucb  daiker  in  this  place  than  in 
tbe  loft  above ;  but,  even  here,  the  beams  of 
the  fall  moonliglit  found  a  partial  entranee 
thtough  Uie  tiäSnre  iu  itä  ceiling;  and  be 
thOugbt  he  saw  thc  female  lyiag  extended  on 
the  groand,  near  tbe  very  Spot  wbere  be  last 
remeinbered  to  have  soon  ber  Standing.  He 
approached  neaier,  and  again  and  agnin 
called  on  ber,  bat  still  received  no  reply. 
Culd  damps  now  broke  forth  on  the  Jew's 
brow,  and  started  even  from  tbe  ends  of  his 
clammy  Sngers ;  and  as  terrible  imaginings 
fast  sDcceeded  eacb  otfaer  iu  his  brain,  his 
quivering  ecalp  seemcd  to  lift  itself  from  his 
scnl),  aod  his  coal-black  hair  to  bristle,  as 
hastUy,  yet  reluctantly,  he  drew  near  and  yet 
nearer  to  tbe  oulstretcbed  female.  He  feit 
for  her  bands;  they  were  untied,  and  lay  at 
lengtb,  cold  and  stiff,  by  her  sides :  be  drew 


bis  shrinking  palm  ovcr  her  face.  Hern 
was  gaspiiigly  opcn:  hc  removcd  it  toJieE. 
beart;  it  was  still — bet  bosom  was  wet — o 
tnife  was  slicking  fast  in  her  right  side:  he 
soatcbed  it  lorth,  atid  huried  it  from  hiiu,  while 
a  fonntain  of  blood,  followiog  its  exclusioQ, 
sprang  up  into  bis  face,  and  dcluged  U,  his 
hair,  aud  bis  cluthcs,  with  a  crimson  sbower! 
For  oiie  moDient,  Sampson  seemed  to  die 
away  witli  horror;  ifae  aext,  hc  revived  lo 
cxortioD,  for  a  faiol  sigh  was  breathed  Irom 
tbc  cold  ups  of  Margery.  Ue  remcmbered 
Ibat  his  pocket  contained  a  pbosphorous 
tinder-box,  the  constant  companion  of  bis 
peregriaations.  Instantly  hcignitcdamatch. 
The  stable  lantern,  containing  an'  end  of 
candle,  bung  in  the  manger;  be  ligbted  it, 
and  returning  to  tlie  body,  from  whicb  the 
blood  DOW  welled  in  a  torrent,  be  chaoged  its 
Position,  lyiug  the  wound  iippermost,  and, 
with  the  apron  of  the  wretcbcd  wonian  aud 
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bU  own  handkprchief,  cndeavuured  to  atop 
Uic  cfltision,  bandagiag  ovcr  aU  faiK  stockings 
and  bis  neckclolb. 

Scuscwas,  at  thiaperiod,  notcxtiDCtiii  the 
wrelcbed  Margefy:  for  ono  instant,  as  bo 
supported  her  in  bis  arms,  sbe  lilled  up  bor 
dying  head,  and,  niiclosing  ber  filmy  eyes, 
lixed  tbem  upon  tbe  Jew,  faiatly  nttering, 
"  This  is  too  mocb  from  you,  Sampson,  but  it 
isloolate!"  andthenext,  fcHaheavy  corpsc- 
like  bnrthen  upon  bis  Shoulder. 

■n»  Jcw  now  extend«d  the  lifeleas  form 
upon  tbe  s(mw,  and,  after  raising  itp  tbe 
bcaH  as  high  as  he  conld,  preparcd  to  leave 
the  Stahle  in  search  of  fnrtber  aasistance; 
bnt,  to  bis  sorprise,  tbe  door  Temaiaed  as 
securcly  fastened  as  at  first,  and  it  was  with 
much  difficulty,  owiog  to  Ibe  height  of  tite 
roof,  that  he  at  lengtb  made  xbift  to  reascend 
to  tbe  loft ;  leapiog  from  tbe  doOr  of  whicb, 
wiütont  remembdring,  or,  for  the  moment, 
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l'eeling  his  lanicness,  hc  llcw,  raUierthan  raiy  J 
to  the  iim  kitchcu.  Tlic  party  there  werc  io  I 
tlic  raidüt  Ol'  a  glccful  cborus,  when  tlie  borror-  ' 
Struck  Jcw,  with  an  aspect  of  distraction,  and 
Uterally  batbed  ia  blood,  broke  in  among  tbem  I 
with  his  dreadful  anuunciation.  It  was  long  | 
ere  the  agbaät  and  trembliag  revellers  i 
sumed  prcsence  of  roind  to  demaud  the  key  of  I 
the  Stahle  tVom  the  contbuuded  landlady,  and  1 
courage  to  follow  the  stcps  of  tlieir  ens 
guiaed  and  impatient  herald. 

There  lay  the  faapless  Margery,  in  whora  I 
not  the  faintest  sign  of  lifc  was  nuw  discover- 1 
ahle;  and  the  Jew  was,  with  one  acclainii 
pronouQccd  (from  a  supposed  tnotive  ofl 
revenge  for  her  recent  accusation  of  him)  I 
her  murderer  j  The  apcrture  which  ha  I 
had  madc  in  the  ceiling  in  order  to  ohtain  in-  | 
gress  to  bis  intended  victim— hiseaily  retire-.. 
mcnt  to  sccure  ample  timo  to  eScct  I 
purpose — the  improbabilily  that  a  wotuan. 


srciired  as  .«hc  had  been,  coiild  have  extri- 
caled  Iier  own  hunds  for  tiic  purposc  ol 
suicidc— his  cnsanguined  appearance,  fran- 
tic  boiTor,  and,  abovc  all,  bis  own  case  knife 
marked  upon  the  haft,  at  füll  length,  with  the 
name  of  Sampson  Alvarez,  whicli  was  now 
discovered  in  one  coroer  of  the  stable  covered 
with  blood — all  united  to  banish  doubt  and 
mercy,  and  stamp  conviction  of  his  guilt  on 
cvery  mind. 

"  Hear  me,  attend  to  my  counsel,  ye  mis- 
taken  men,"  cried  the  undanntcd  Jew;  "and 
vvhilc  you  accuse  the  icnocent  of  mnrder, 
beware  thal  you  become  not  yourselves  ac- 
cessories  to  a  real  crime.  Even  now,  wben,  to 
procare  the  neccssary  aid,  I  left  this  wretch- 
ed  woman,  life  yet  lingercd  in  her  mangled 
bosom :  waste  not,  tlien,  this  precioas  time 
in  idle  questions  of  my  f;uilt  or  innocence; 
for,  behold,  am  l  not  your  prisoner?  andis 
not  my  truat with  the Almighty ?  Butremove 
E  2 


her  instantlj  from  tliis  cfaUled  and  dreadful 
place  to  a  wcll-aired  rhamber,  and  send  for 
(Itatlecch  of  sbill,  Dr.  Livingston,  to  search 
herfaart:  the  doimant spark  of  esistcnce  may 
yet  be,  pcrhaps,  preserved." 

Having  uttercd  tbis  adjnration,  Sampson 
passively  sabtuitfed  bis  bands  and  fcct  to  tite 
cords  with  whicli  they  now  bound  bim  with 
gordfan  tightncss,  straiiiiiig  them  from  eacb 
cxtremity  to  thc  ceutre,  rauch  in  the  sanic 
way  as  a  turbot  is  manacled  in  readiness  tbr 
ita  desceat into the  fisb-kctüe.  These  precau- 
tions  being  taken,  the  body  of  Margery  was 
carried  into  the  kitchen,  and  placcd  iipoa  tbe 
so  latedy  festive  buard :  the  ghastly  head  was 
thcn  raised  up  by  pillowä,  aud  a  counterpane 
was  äung  over  the  lifeless  form. 

Meanwhile,  the  eamest  enlreatiea  of  the 
Jewt  who  had  also  been  conveyed  into  the 
kitchen,  to  be  carried  fortb  into  the  yard,  and 
even  pnmped  npon,  so  that  the  goiy  stains 
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nhich  defiled  bis  pcrson  might  be  cradicated, 
were  pereniptorily  negatived  ;  and  it  was 
decided,  that,  (hus  stained  with  thc  accns- 
ing  blood  of  the  defunct,  be  shonld  meet  bis 
dcserred  rondemnation. 

"  I  am  innoccnt,"  hc  coolly  and  eiteadily 
replied :  "  the  God  of  my  fatbcrs  knows  that 
I  am  innocent  of  all  blame,  sare  the  intent 
to  aid  yon  drcadful  object  to  escape  tbat 
doom  of  dcath  and  sbamc  which  may  now 
probably  becomc  my  own." 

At  thismoment,  Dra.  Southey  and  Living- 
ston  entered  togetber,  and  proceeded  to  ex- 
amine  tbe  body.  Dr.  Southey  pronounced  tbe 
woman  dead,  anfl,  after  scverely  rating  the 
ignorant  boors  arotind  bim  for  rousing  him  out 
of  hitt  warm  bed  at  that  ancongenial  honr  to 
attend  a  dead  woman,  he  llung  out  of  tlie  bonse 
in  a  pet,  ordering  them  to  summou  the  coroocr 
immediately.  Dr; Liviogston  dißered  inthis, 
as  indecd  ho  did  in  many  other  very  diverse 
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appointed  to  condiict  Margery  tohcr  exa- 
minatioD  re&ched  thc  Red  Lion,  fromwhence 
it  was  among  thcm  unanimoasly  agreed  that 
it  was  now  impossible  to  start  agaio  tili 
morning:  the  kitchca  board  was,  Iherefore, 
plentifally  spread  with  ale,  gin,  pipes  and 
tobacco ;  and  thc  wliole  party  sat  down  to 
pass  the  intervening  period  of  darkness  in 
convivial  eDJoymeQt. 

Widely  unlike  tbeirs  were  the  dreary  hours 
of  the  sleeplcHS  and  anxious  Israelite ;  he 
mncb  wisbed  to  preserve  a  fcllowbeing  fron» 
the  deadly  punishment  of  a  probably  first 
offence;  to  aave  her— glorioos  tbought!  — 
perhaps  to  reformatioD,  to  rcpeatance.  His 
dread  of  a  Life  sacrifice,  anless  (according 
to  the  precepts  of  bis  own  law)  it  were  that 
of  "  bloodfor  blood,"  was  horriblc ;  and  the 
deop,  long-drawn,  groan-Iike  sighs,  wbich, 
from  timc  to  tiaie,  rose  lo  bis  c;tT  from  tbe 
wrctchcd  prisoncr  bencath,  seemed  to  knell 
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into  his  very  soiil.  At  Icnglh,  from  rciahing 
that  she  were  at  liborty,  Sampson  began 
to  compas3  in  bis  own  mind  thc  probable 
means  of  her  en/rauchisement.  He  had  ob- 
setved,  duriog  his  former  occupation  of  the 
sainc  lüft,  various  rusted  carpenters'  tools 
[ying  togetbcr  in  a  corncf :  gropin^  bis  way 
towardä  it,  he  easily  found  thcm,  and,  pacing 
Ibe  floor,  sought  with  his  feet  a  ccrtain  pari 
of  it,  which  be  rcmembered  as  excecdingly 
loose  and  crazy;  be  easily  found  again  this 
weak.  part.  The  moon  was  at  thc  füll,  and 
sbed  a  ligbt  quitc  equal  to  bin  need,  and, 
bandling  the  opportune  toolä,  he  witb  all 
possible  cautioD  began  his  work  of  liberation, 
(irst  louking  out  at  the  loft  doors,  lest  any 
Chance  noctumal  straggler  should  be  near:  to 
the  inn  itself,  he  was,  from  its  distance,  mo-| 
rally  certain  the  sounds  be  was  causing  wonld 
not  pcnetrate.  In  thc  course  of  an  hour's 
bard  labour  he  bad  removed  so  mucb  of  tbe 
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laid  bis  band  upoti  tbe  woond  iii  beF  eiAc. 
"  Woman,"  he  cried,  "  if  oDe  spark  ol'  vitälity 
yeü  liugcr»  in  thy  chiU«d  bosom,  l  invoLe  it, 
in  thc  sacred  naiuc  of  tbc  God  of  my  l'atbers. 
l  invokc  it  lo  testit'y  to  that  ionocence  wbicli 
1  assert-  They  acciue  me  ol'  baving  mur- 
dered  thcc:  ob !  if  I  have  donc  so,  inay  all 
the  yet  uQspilt  blood  of  Uiy  veius  uotv  rush 
l'orth  Trom  tbis  feil  wound,  und  witness  agaiDSt 
my  word,  my  life,  my  salvatioa !" 

A  faint  scrcam  burst  front  tbo  throat  of 
Margery;  shewritbed  bcneatb tbc prcssnre  of 
tbe  Jew,  and  a  torrent  of  warm  blood,  spout- 
ing  Ihroiigh  tbe  baudages  of  bcr  wound, 
dyed  the  appeltatU's  hand  in  göre.  Sbc 
ground  ber  toeth  in  agoiiy  too  greal  for 
iDortal  sulTerance;  a  slron^  codtuUJou  black- 
encd  and  distorled  berfeatuftis;  aod,  with 
onc  long  faint  exclamalory  ^oan,  she  stretcb- 
ed  out  her  feet,  and  ceased  to  breathe  ! 
1.  Tbo  fortitude   whicb  tili  thitt  miserable 
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BDomeiit  had  so  eifectually  stipportcd  Ihe  -lew 
now  totally  forsook  bim :  he  gazeä  wtth  gtazod 
>«yes  and  a  deatiilike  ashineuä  of  visagc 
■.spon  Ute  sanguine  sign  he  had  demanded. 
■■*'  AdotiaH  Adottai!"  he  murmured,  and  drop- 
ped,  witb  a  hcavy  marble-like  weight,  to  thc 
'Soor. 

^  The  sorrowing  mothcr  of  Margery  now 
•  cntcred ;  ehe  had  been  apprised  of  thc  fatal 
eventa  which  had  occarrcd  bat  imperfectly : 
'»he  came  lo  deoiand  tho  dead  body  of  her 
icbiid,  not  preparcd  to  learn  that  her  good 
cbaracter  had  died  of  dishonour — of  theft — 
>of  stiicidc;  and,  by  Dr.  Livingston's  di- 
Kctions,  sho  waa  forribly  conveyed  from 
Uie  aparlment  bcfore  her  aged  eyes  could 
enconotor  the  blaeting  speclaclc  it  coatained, 
•and  whicb  thc  laodlady,  who  was  itow  awako 
aud  alert,  commanded  should  be  l'ortbwith 
reronveyod  lo  tbo  stablc  unül  the  coroner 
should  arrivc.     But  i)r.  Livingetou,  wbo  hud 
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Wt'U  cinploycd  in  ble^dtng  Sampsun,  iiumc- 
diatcly  in(erfercd,  and  percinptorily  insLsted 
Oll  thc  body  being  immodiately  carricd  up 
stairs,  and  laid  on  a  bed  ;  and,  haviD^  made 
ihe  Jew,  whom  he  had  succeeded  in  recover- 
ing  t'rom  bis  snoon,  drink  a  large  glass  of 
brandy,  be  iiumediately  followed,  and,  aflot 
t'resh  bandaging  Üie  woand,  sent  foi  a  poor 
workbouse  nurse,  an  aaat  of  Margery's,  wbo 
liad  alwaya  bccn  much  attacbed  to  tbat  ud- 
fortunatc  youDg  creature.  He  directed  her 
to  Cover  tbe  body  up  moderately,  watch  it 
oarefully,  and  alternatcly  moisten  the  ups  with 
tent  wine,  and  batbe  the  lemplcs  and  nostrils 
with  a  pungcnt  mixture  of  vinegar  and  vola- 
tiles.  Dr.  Soutbey,  who  was  an  auditor  of 
these  cbarges  and  prescriptions,  used  little 
pains  to  conceal  bis  risibility,  and,  on  takiug 
bis  dcparture,  veutured  to  teil  bis  arm  friend 
and  palroncäs.  tbe  landhidy,  that  he  hoped 
in  a  fcw  boiirs,  at  furlhcüil,  to  eiijuy  tbe  plea- 


I 


59 

■nrc  of  congratulatini;  his  meilical  brother 
npoR  his  succcss  in  raiaing  tke  clead. 

"  Sir,"  criod  Liviogston,  "  I  shall,  perhaps, 
by  that  lime  be  enabled,  with  a  sinccrity  at 
least  equal  to  your  own,  to  repay  your  com- 
pliments,  by  eulogizing  the  sagacity  that 
has  summoned  the  coroner  to  sei  upon  the 
Ihing." 

fJviogston  had  long  been  a  surgeon  on 
board  a  man  of  war:  a  wouiid  which  hc  had 
receivcd  in  conscquence  of  a  not  utterly  iin- 
pardonable  breach  of  regalation  (nanicly, 
leaving  the  cockpit,  wben  he  had  not  yct  one 
paticnt  bclow,  in  order  to  cxchange  a  blow 
or  two  with  tbc  enemies  of  his  couulry)  had 
disabled  hiui  for  the  hardships  of  a  seafaring 
life;  and,  with  the  gallautry  of  a  Ntlson  and 
the  skill  of  a  Cooper,  poor  Ltvingston,  a  fish 
out  of  water,  knew  not  whore  to  turn  for  a 
diimer.  Nor  was  this  all :  Livingston  was, 
besides,  a   düappointeil  lover:  but  Ict  that 
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reat;  1  am  not  one  of  tbose  meddÜDg  authora 
who  unkindly  rip  iip  the  lives,  cbaracter,  and 
bebaviour  oftbeir  drantatis  person<E,  with  as 
much  sang  froid  as  a  miserly  old  womao 
does  her  aeveo  years'  used  pincushioD,  io 
search  of  headless  pins  and  rusted  needlea: 
suffice  itto  say,  tbat  he  betook  himself  to  the 
little  villagc  which  is  the  sccne  of  the  prcsent 
fragment,  and  set  up  a  doctor's  shop — "a 
pitiful  account  of  empty  boxes." 

Poor  fellow!  there  was  iittle  hope  of  sac- 
cesfl.  Dr.  Soulhey  had  long  been  settled 
there  befbre  hioi,  and  had  plenty  of  face, 
plenly  of  hcalth,  plenty  of  practice,  plenty 
of  cash,  and,  by  conscqnence,  great  plenty  of 
friends.  Dr.  Livingston  possessed  notbing 
in  plenty,  save  goodness,  skill,  and  fortitade; 
yct  with  these  he  stood  bis  ground,  and  ob- 
tained  a  tnlerable  sbare  of  practice  for  some 
miles  round ;  mostly,  Indeed,  aniong  the  poor, 
vrhose  doctor  bc  was  dubbcd — whosc  adviacr. 


pmtector,  und  friend,  he  invariably  proved 
hiniBclf. 


I 


Dr.  LiviBgston  was  then  callcd,  and  ex- 
amiiicd  :  he  deposed  as  to  tho  state  in  wbich 
he  had  found  the  wotnan,  technically  de- 
scribing  the  wound,  whicli  he  reprcsented 
as  not  io  itscif  niortally  dan^erous,  thongh 
the  effusion  from  it  might,  he  allowed,  liave 
proved  so,  but  tbr  the  prompt  and  effective 
assistance  wliich  it  appcared  had  been  ren- 
dered  to  her  by  tbo  prisoner  Sampßoa 
Alvarez,  who  was  Ihere  accused  of  haviog 
bimBelt'inflicted  it. 


la  this  digcuBsion,  gcneral  opinion  went 
very  mach  against  the  prisoner:  as  Margery's 
haods  were  tied,  sbe  could  not  very  conve- 
DienÜy  stab  herseif;  and  as  she  had  given  so 
notable  a  provocation  to  the  Jen — and  Jew8 
^were  w^kuowa  to  be  a  very  maiice-bearing 


üpeciea  of  animal,  moreover;  and  besides, 
as  Üie  Jcw  liad  taken  such  uncommon  pains 
tu  get  at  the  pluce  of  her  incarccration ;  it 
Ibllowed  as  almost  a  matter  of  certainty  that 
the  Jew,  and  noiic  other  than  the  Jew,  had 
donc  the  decd. 

"  Bat  why,"  questioncd  Dr.  Livin^ton, 
who  had  just  rcturaed  l'rom  a  close  re-exami- 
nation  ofthc  scene  of  the  transaction,  "did 
the  murdercr  immcdiately  bind  up  the  wound 
hc  had  luade,  and  »o  earneslly  hasten  to  teil 
Ihc  tale  of  lilood,  iostcad,  after  aceomplishing 
his  revcngc,  of  securing  bis  salety  by  instant 
flight?" 

"  Could  he  in  hia  conscience  endeavour  to 
vindJcate  a  wickfid  unbeliever,  crushed  be- 
neatb  such  overwhelming  circnrnstances  of 
guilt?"  asked  a  right  orthodox  and  wealthy  , 
farmer,  pointing  cxprcssively  to  the  bloody 
knifc  niarked  with  tho  prisoaer's  name. 


**  The  kitil'e!  Iho  knile!"  was  echöcd 
round,  tili  echo  borseif grew  hoarse.  Othello's 
handkercliief  was  a  dish-cloth  in  point  of 
damiiiog  proof,  when  compared  to  it. 


Hin  coDscience,  Dr.  Liviugstoa  calinly 
Said,  did  not  ovcrstretch  its  duty,  wheu  it 
sided  witb  bis  judgmeDt  in  pleading  tiie 
cause  of  tbe  friendlcss,  prcjudice-ätigmatized 
alien  bcfore  them :  tbcre  werc  cxamples,  be 
added,  when  imiocence  by  itself,  do  mure 
Ihao  a  new-born  babe,  could  stand  witliout 
auppoft.  "  Look  at  this,"  cricd  bc,  drawiug 
fiom  his  pocket  Lbe  cord  witb  wbicb  ber  aii^ry 
lover  had  tied  the  hands  of  tbe  wretcbed 
Margery :  "  this  cord  haa  beeo  ueiUier  cut, 
burstf  nor  buritt,  but  evidently  gnawed  asun- 
der:  see,  scveral  places  have  bcen  frayed 
or  fretted  (most  undoubtedly  by  dental  ef- 
fort),  ero  tbe  desired  dis^evermeot  waa  ef- 
fected ;  and  wben  it   was   accomplished,  it 
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WaB  at  thrce  sovcral  junctions  scpamtcd. 
First,  most  probably,  sbc  ^ivided  tlie  un- 
feKiDly  ligature  bcro  in  Ihe  ccntrc,  atkl  tben 
iSelicved  each  tortared  wrist,  for  that  tliey 
'Jiave  been  tortured  thcir  gatied  and  swoUen 
State  will  stifficiontly  prove." 

The  cord  was  exaniined,  and  testified,  as 
»trongly  as  any  dumb  witness  could  testify, 
lo  the  tnitb  of  Ihe  doctor's  statement:  he 
tlien  tcplaced  it  in  bis  pocket,  irom  which, 
howevor,  during  tho  pro^esa  of  the  exami- 
nation,  it  was  somehow  or  oÜi«r  extracied 

"Now,"  continued  Dr.  Livingston,  "witti- 
mt  at  all  admilting  the  po8!>i)>ility,  nay,  tbe 
fitrong  circumstantial  probability,  that  Mar- 
gery  liberatcd  her  own  hands  with  her  own 
teeth,  why  shoiild  yoii  suppose  that  the  Jew, 
tt  any  other  prrson  that  woimded  her,  first 
4lDtied  her  hands,  and  Iben  huried  to  a  dia- 
KtDce  the  cord  whitb  had  secured  theml 
WouMoot  a  bound  victini,  thiok  you,  better 
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suit  a  murdcrer'a  knifc  1  But  there  are  Jar- 
tker  argumeats,  and  in  my  opinion  still 
Btronger  odcs,  tbat  Mnrgery  has  offended 
agalnst  herseif:  behold  tbis  tooth ;  U  was 
picked  ap  but  aow  from  (he  stable  ;  see,  'tis 
newly  broken off  sliort  Id  tbe  midst,  cvidently 
(for  'lis  white,  wholesonie,  and  strong)  by  an 
over-exertion  of  ils  powers :  see  also  those 
JUaments  o/hemp;  I  picked  thetn  (in  pre- 
sence  of  sereral  witnesses)  from  Ihe  mouth 
of  Margery  myself!  Her  Ups,  loo,  poor 
creatuie !  are  grazed  aiid  fretUd  by  (he  Iric- 
tion  of  her  cruel  task." 

Ooce  more  he  led  them  to  the  pallet  of 
Margery,  aud,  unclosing  her  rigid  jaw,  com- 
pared  the  broken  fragment  of  thc  tooth  with 
the  part  still  remaining  in  it:  they  joined 
exactly. — Dr.  Sonthey  came  up  to  the  body, 
toucbed  it,  sbook  his  bead,  looked  a  sneer  at 
tbe  Doctor  of  the  poor,  and,  suppresstng  with 
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bis  handkerchief  a  chuckJe,  retired.  Living- 
ston  ordered  bis  old  woman  to  cover  up  Ihe 
body  again,  and  the  room  was  cleared  o(  all 
but  ite  atteadant. 


The  Verdict; 

"  Came   to   ker  dealh   by  her  ovcn  kands,  or 

Ikose  of  some  person  or  persans  unknovin." 

And  Sampson  Alvarez  was  detaioed  od 

strong  suspicion. 

At  tbis  moment  the  mother  of  Hargery 
rashed  into  tbe  assembly,  and  exclaiming, 
"  She  lives !  sbe  lives ! — she  has  spokeo ! — 
she  bas  confessed  all ! — theJewis  innocent!" 
sank  at  the  feetof  Livingston  in  a  paroxysm 
of  gratitnde  and  joy.  The  Jew  put  on  bis 
tallait*  and  bis  tephylym^,  and  began  to 
warble  his  devotions  in   a  no  very  piano 

t  Jewi  It 
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tone;  while  Dr.  Southey,    looking    a   leelle 
oddish,  made  a  ratlier  unceremonious  exit. 

But,  where  is  tlie  liickless  Robin  all  this 
wfaile  (  Alas !  for  poor  Robin,  I  could  Iiave 
wished  to  have  ended  this  matter  merrily ; 
but  truth  forbida  it,  thougb  I  must  confess, 
that,  in  this  case,  I  confonn  to  her  dictates 
with  reluctance,  It  was  Robin,  who  had 
atülen  the  cord  from  the  pocket  ot'  the  liu- 
mane  doclor;  bc  hud  'passed  a  liouselcss, 
anguished,  fevered  night,  a  fasting  day: 
love,  jealousy,  teveoge,  pride,  shame,  f rief, 
pity,  remorsc,  despair,  all  combined  to  niake 
a  madman  of  bim.  He  was  fonnd  snspcnded 
to  a  beam  in  the  stähle,  havino;  made  the  very 
cord  with  which  he  had  bouud  the  hands  of 
bis  mistreBs  tlic  instrament  of  bis  own  de- 
stractioD.  As  for  Margery,  she  was  doing 
eztremely  well  tili  the  fatal  end  of  poor 
Robin  was  incautiously  comiUDnicated  to 
her:  the  ahock  was  too  powerfnl  for  her  mach 


weakcned  sjstem  to  sustaJo  ;  and  she  dic4  I 
witb  her  band  locked  in  that  of  Sampson  I 
Alvarex,  whom  she  had  entreated  to  see;' 
whose  tiaving  goodness,  after  tbe  comtoi»*  1 
sion  of  her  suicidal  act,  sbe  remembered  aod  1 
acknowledged,  aod  for  nhose  temporal  and  I 
cternal  happioess  sbe  oflered  up  her  latea^  I 
prayer. 

But  tbe  shocking   scenes  in  which  he  ba4. 
latcly  beeil  so  principal  though  reluctant  a 
aetor,  sbuok  not  ouly  the  equable  mind  bnl 
even  the  firm  frame  of  tbe  Jew,  who  was] 
seized  with  a  nervous  fever,  for  bis  recoverj 
from  whicb  he  was   (under  Provideuce)  io; 
dcbted  solely   (o   tbe  humauity  aiid  skill  ol^ 
Dr.  Livingston,  wbo  had   him  removed  toM 
bis  own  bouse,  and  teoded  not  only  bis  body, 
bat  sootbed  also  bis  mind,  \vitb  almost  pa- 
lental  ioterest,  parental  caie  :  soothed  only ; 
for,  alas!  Sampson  bore  a  bosomed  malady, 
Tvbich  DO  mental  medicinc,    however  skil- 


Tully  administered,  migbt  ever  bope  to  eure. 
TheDoctor,  who  was  plettsed  at  discovering 
in  thia  wandering  alien  a  cultivated  iniDd 
and  a  kindred  soul,  detaiaed  him  long,  aud 
partedfroiD  bim,  at  last,  reiuctanlly. 

"Blessed,"  cried  tbe  weepiiig  Jcw,  as  he 
earuestly  wrung  tbeDoctor's  proffered  band, 
"beiliose  hcaling  bands  of  thine;  and  over 
ihy  roof  of  linspitality  long  may  tbe  vinc  of 
plenty  mantlc,  and  tbe  cberubim  of  peace 
sprcad  ils  snowy  wing.  For  nie,  I  am  im- 
pelled  fortb  again  to  wander,  again  to  want, 
again  (o  be  derided  and  conlemned  of  thc 
Ignorant  and  tbe  bigotted,  who  know  not,  or 
remaiiber  not,  ihat  of  tbe  racc  wbich  they 
despise  and  loatbc  was  born  their  King  and 
Ibeir  God  !  For  tbce,  tbou  man  of  mercy, 
tliy  mcmory  sball  bc  sweet  uuto  me,  even  as 
was  tbe  gusbing  fountain  of  the  rock  to  tiie 
forty  ycars' pilgriras  of  the  desert ;  refrcsh- 
ing  ds  tbe  propbct's  shcitcring  gourd,  and 


precioiis  as  Ibe  incense  ol'  iniglity  price." 
lle  addressed  himself  to  his  onward  path, 
but  Livingstun  followed,  and,  for  yet  aa  in- 
&taat  longer,  staid  bis  coursc. 

"SanipsoD,"besaid,"you  depart,butit  \s 
not  in  peare :  therc  ts  a  sorrow,  a  secret 
sorroff,  clingiog  to  aod  weigbing  down  yoiir 
heart.  Sainpsoo !  it  is  no  vain,  no  idle  cari- 
osity  tliat  impels  nie  lo  seek  your  confidence ; 
but  I  estccin,  respect  you.  I  kuow,  I  fee), 
that  a  soul  likc  yonr's  barbours  no  vile  con- 
cealmcnts;  and  I  wouldfain,  in  sympatbeüc 
and  inviolale  con&dence,  purlicipate  Üiat  ill 
which  buman  agency,  I  fear,  may  nol  re- 
move." 

Tbe  Jew  turoed  towards  his  friend,  and, 
rtvettiog  on  bim  bis  luminous  eyes,  tbas  re- 
plied : — 

"Try  nol,  I  beseech  tbee,  tbe  secrets  of 
my  heart  \vitb  questions,  when  the  God  of 
my  fathers  commanded  them,  by  his  serrant 


Moses,  to  inake  unto  him  a  sanctuary,  that 
he  might  thenceforward  dwell  amongthetn: 
he  willed,  also,  that  Üierein  a  vatfshouldbe 
suspendcd  and  drawn  close,  to  ^ard  from 
profanation  the  adytam,  wherein  rested  Üie 
light  of  Hcaven.  There  it  shone  forages; 
it  expired  not  amidst  the  baods  of  thc  spoli- 
atingPhilistinesi  it  glowedwith  double  glory 
in  tUc  Temple  of  the  SoD  of  David,  nor  dis- 
daincd  to  illomine  that  bombier  edifice,  wbicb, 
in  after  times,  the  captive  prophet,  with  pious 

Iloil,  raised  to  bis  Master'»  namo.  But  when 
ttic  city  of  the  chosen  people  feil — when  she 
was  for  her  sius,  and  the  disunion  of  her  sons, 
given  Dp  to  her  enemy — wben,  I  say,  the 
blood-stained  children  of  Romulus  violated 
the  Courts  of  the  Lord,  and  the  sbrinking 
vail  of  the  sanctuary  feil  beneatb  the  sacri- 
legious  band  of  thc  stranger,  then  departed 
the  Shekinahf  and  returned  no  more." 
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THE    FAMILY    PICTÜRE. 


Mighty  in  gricf,  it  haunU  thc  tliuddering  piain; 

But  rarlh,  uor  lieav'n,  nor  hell,  that  tnyniic  bcing  may  Claim. 


Wriiten  in  1838. 


ORIGINAL    PREFACE 


Gentlb  Keadp.r, 
IT  iswilh  all  the  oncc  customary  diffidence 
of  a  trae-born  English  woman,  untravelled, 
and  unversed  ia  tlie  haut  ton  of  either  the 
paat  or  present  day,  that,  aftcr  füll  one 
boar  and  tliree  quartcrs  pause,  betwcen  tlie 
invocation  abovc  addresscd  to  you  and  thc 
first  syllable  that  follows  it,  I  venture  to  re- 
quest  your  indnlgent  recoption  oftbefollow- 
ing  dcbutattte  liltlo  work,  which  a  pecaljar 
chaiD  of  circumstances  lias  allotted  to  the 
introduction  of  a  chaperoii,  who  perhaps  of 
allothers  to  wbose  Charge  jt  might  bave  been 
entrusted,  is  the  least  außai  to  the  modc  aud 
manner  in  which  such  an  nrdnousduty  night 


^  bc  dischargcd  to  Ihe  best  possiblc  advanta^ 
of  Uic  object  Ol'  licT  aolicitude.  But,  to  ab- 
breviate  this  prcface  to  a  preface,  and  de- 

»Bcend  from  the  language  of  mctaphor  (a  laii- 
gnage  whicb,  in  fitct,  my  unskilled  and  still 
more  unpractised  pen  is  ill  ablc  (o  support), 
permit  me  to  explain  by  wliat  accident  it  bas 
fallea  out  tbat  all  "  mij  lediousness  is  tkus  to 
be  beslotved  upon  you." 

Bc  it  then  ürst  knonn,  tbat  I  am  a  cbild- 
less  widow  in  tbe  possession  of  good  bcalth, 
and  moderate  but  indcpetident  circumstances, 
and  live  somewhat  more  than  two  bundred 
miles  from  tbe  metropolis,  in  a  little  Iioase, 

»situated  in  a  little  v  illage,  where  I  have  long 
enjoyed  content  and  quiet,  two  calm  blcss- 
iogs,  wbicb  tbasG  who  iubabit  larger  dwell- 
ings  and,  more  populous  ueigbbourlioods 
cannot  casily  command  togetbcr.  My  ac- 
quaiotance  arc  few,  cbiefly  of  my  own  sex. 


und  ncithcr  ot' agcs,  tastes,  fiabits,  uor  t'or- 
tunes,  greatly  dissimilar  to  tny  own :  in  point 
of  intellectaal  endowments,  however,  I  pre- 
sume  Oll  DO  such  rcsembling  cbaractcr; 
Mrs.  MacAnnal  aiid  Miss  Zephyrina  Ctoutl- 
Castle,  two  of  my  most  cstimatcd  intimates, 
being  both  distinguishcd  by  mental  powers 
and  edacational  acquircments  infinitely  siipe- 
rior  to  any  tbat  either  naturc  or  art  havc 
voucbsafed  to  bestow  on  me. 

It  is  now  somewbdt  morc  than  ten  years 

since  I  first  settled  at  U .  and  for 

a  considerable  pari  of  that  period  did  a  little 
literary  colerie,  of  ivbicb,  very  soon  aftermy 
arrival,  I  had  Ihe  honour  and  bappiness  of 
becoming  the  institutress,  subsist  io  cbeer- 
fulness  and  amity,  all  Hs  members  seeming 
to  be  actuated  by  bat  onc  general  spiril,  tbat 
ofgiving  and  rccciving  plcasure.  But,  alas! 
tboüG  enviable  timcs  nre  past  and  goiie  :  in- 
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gualrC'/uld  alliancf.  Fuur  nightä  in  cacli 
weck  (lid  ,we  alteriiutely  asscinUle  at  euch 
other's  bouses  aod  uparluiciits  [l'or  Mrs. 
UucAonal  boarded  at  the  curatc*s,  and 
Üisa  Cluudcastle,  and  laltcrly  her  brutbcr, 
wlio  is  a  naval  officer,  at  Gander  furm), 
ibr  the  purposo  of  having  our  variouä  pre- 
annoumed  choices  aud  selections  rehearsed 

regulär  rotation  by  a  rcader  cbo.scn  fxoin 
among  ourselves :  but,  iinfortunately,  the 
pbysical  defects  aod  inlirtnities  of  myäelf 
jand  Mrs.  TeDdertear  uuavoidably  iiicapaci- 
tating  both  of  tis  IVam  a  justaad  Aue  partioi- 
patioD  of  that  arduous  and  fati(;uin>;  office, 
tbc  exercise  of  it  rcsled  solely  between  Mr«. 
MacAnnal  aiid  ihc  fair  spinster,  and  cqually 
ably  and  kindly  did  they  cver  dischargc  it. 

In  wbat  Tarious  littic  manners  and  ways 
the  clergymati's  worthy  wifc  and  mysclf  en- 
Jeavoured  to  signif'y  our  scnse  of  Obligation 
for  favours  at  once  so  gratefui  to  our  needs. 
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aiid  so  i^racefiiliy  accurdcd  (o  them,  "As 
madc  tliose  gifts  niore  sweet,"  it  is  utterly 
irrelevant  to  the  present  purpose  to  explain: 
it  is  siiflicient  the  public  should  bc  aware  tbat 
the  frieadly  and  humane  indomnity  and  ex- 
ception  tbus  so  aeasonably  alForded  us  was 
notutterly  cast  away  upon  the  harren  soil  of 
disregard  or  ingratitude. 

A  new  work  once  thoroughly  gone  through, 
we  usually  dcvotcd  our  next  meeting  to  tiie 
purpose  of  cxamining,  rer.apjtulating,  sag- 
gesting,  and  commenting,  upon  its  merits  and 
dcfects ;  tor  defects,  as  well  as  merits,  new 
aad  fashionable  works,  as  well  as  old  and 
nofashionable  ones,  must  ever,  in  thia  world 
of  imperfection,  eontinuc  to  contain ;  and 
Cards  were  seldom  permitted  to  piece  out  the 
Tacant  hour,  whicb  the  subject-exbausted 
disqnisttion  of  a  short  romance  of  only, 
perhaps,  five  volumes  quarto,  sometimes  af- 
forded  :  such  a  rare  hour  was  gencrally  spent 
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witb  supretne  graliftcation  to  thtce  iodiri- 
duals  ot'  oar  party ;  for  Miss  Cloudcaütle 
would,  OQ  those  occasiona,  favour  ua  by 
communicating  seicct  extracts  iVom  her  own 
literary  labours :  these  weie,  nt  tUat  time, 
cbieflf  ot'  a  poetic  natnrc.  and  gcuerally 
conüidered  as  vory  favoontble  specimeos  of 
tbe  spiDster's  geniu.s. 

Once,  indecd,  Mrs.  McAnnal,  beingsome- 
wbat  closcly  pressed  to  ackuowledge  that  tbfl 
imagcry  in  onR  of  Mis.s  Cloudcaslle's  odeq 
displaycd  unconimon  fancy,  replied,  ratber 
tartly,  "  A  W€cl!  a  weel!  ladies:  I'll  na  deay 
the  nncotnuioQ  fancy  o'  tbe  compoehion ;  sa 
yc'll  na  urgc  me  to  discover  \U  common  sea." 
To  evilate,  if  possible,  the  recurrence  of  un- 
pleasantnesses  rescmbling  the  above,  or  that 
State  ofcariosity-tortured  saspensc  whicb  tbe 
nDforeseen  dclay  of  the  truaoL  seventb  and 
lastvolume  of  some  most  ioterestiog  rotaaoce 
(vaialy  endeavonred  to   be  atoned  for  by  .« 
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Mmmgit,  howcvcr,  lül  mif  poütic  aad  I 
wHI-iaUntiODed  prccttotMOS  lo  stein  tbe  t 
oi  BchinD,  and  avert  tbe  trivmph  of  incipic 
ilUiKotioD,  utill  rorsome  tÜDe  before  tbe  final 


breaking  ou(  of  open  war,  and  our  coose- 
quent  unhappy  Separation  anO  disporsion, 
Beveral  olher  stight  flings  and  bickerings 
"occurred  between  our  satiric  widow  and  ill- 
appeosed  poetess;  their  dispatcs  dow  gene- 
rally  turning  upon  the  construction  of  those 
elegaat  romances  which  bave  emanated,  and 
still  emanating,  from  tbe  pen  of  a  certain 
greal  genius,  and  whicb  are  generally  found- 
ed  on  historic  ecents,  and  guarded  by  kistoric 
data.  Each  fresh  coruscation  froin  that 
same  northern  star  of  literary  celebrity,  Mrs, 
IfcAnnal  worshipped  with  a  fervor  of  adora- 
tion  little  inferior  to  that  with  whicb  tbc  Per- 
'•iBD  haiU  the  herald  beams  of  bis  fervid  divi- 
nity;  while  withapreposses3ion,inwhiclithe 
enlhasiasm  of  a  correct  and  discriminative 
taste  was  perhaps  pardonabJy  blended  with 
^oinewhat  ofthe  Amor  Patria,  she  dogmati- 
^Dally  exclnded  from  tbe  pale  ofiiterary  salva- 
tion  alfnost  all  other  novels  and  romances, 
G  2 


whcÜieToldornewjSaveonly  Ihose  \\ ritten  by 
bim  who  owns  himselfihe  Ä  nthor  of  WaverUy 
aDd  sevcral  works  beside  wiiich  have  suc- 
ceeded  it,  aod  to  wbom  t)ie  world  also 
ascribes  tbe  fathership  of  some  others  wbich 
bear  a  prior  date,  cstablishing  their  indea- 
tity  upOQ  tbis  very  rational  priuciple,  Ibat 
no  one  ehe  could  bavc  written  Ibem  half  a» 
vkU. 

Now  oar%pioster,  thoagb  she  evet  uniform- 
ly  rendered  to  tbose  rapidly  born,  yet  truly 
admirable  and  bigbly  ßnisbcd,  prodiictionR 
all  just  tribute  of  praise,  still  contcoded  that 
Ihe  historicat  bases  onwhicb  tbeplnt  or  story 
of  m&ny  of  tbem  are  foanded  does  in  some 
degrce  deduct  from  ratber  Iban  add  to  tbeir 
well  eamed  fame ;  alleging  tliat  a  fable  en- 
gendered  in  and  spun  wholly  from  Üic  autbor"« 
brain,  unaidcd  by  tbe  conservated  records  of 
past  fact«,  or  tbe  introducüon  of  Ibe  sbades 
of  tbose  departed  cliaracters  who  bare  oaof 
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before  really  played  similar  part»  on  the 
stagc  of  real  life,  was  (if  well  designed  and 
skilfully  conducted)  not  only  likely  to  prove 
more  acceptable  and  grateful  to  that  natural 
thirst  for  and  enquiry  after'novelty,  whjch 
Providence,  doubtless,  in  order  to  awaken 
and  summon  into  actioQ its  latent  and  perbaps 
bighcat  powers  and  resources,  has  implanted 
in  tbe  buman  mlnd,  but  also  as  far  more 
bonourable  to  tbc  genius  and  capacity  of  its 
iDventor ;  as  would  be  an  elegant  and  judici- 
ously  constructed  edifice,  elevated  and  com- 
pletely  tioisbcd  by  the  sole  labour  of  the 
very  urcliitect  who  drcw  its  original  plan, 
compared  to  one  cven  more  elaborately  built 
and  adorned,  but  constructed  from  the  desigo 
and  raised  upon  the  foundadons  previously 
coHceived  and  prcpared  by  another :  those 
positions,  bowever,  tbougb  not  only  plausible 
and  specious  in  Üicory,  but  even  jast  and  rea- 
Monable  in  common  practice,  were  still  suc- 
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cessfully  dUputed,  and  ofteo  even  uUerly  dis- 
possessed  by  the  succcssive  examiDation  of 
cachiiew  productionof,  perhaps,  the  greatest 
noveli&t  wliich  tlie  presetit  or  any  past  age  has 
produced ;  and  trutb,  attired  and  hcdccked  in 
all  the  imagination  facinating  witcheries  of 
licÜon,would  burstnpOD  our  at  once  gratified 
fancies  and  convinced  judgments  with  a  two- 
fold,  an  entirc  triampb. 

Upon  such  occasions,  the  highly  cxulüng 
daughter  nf  Caledonia  would  dictatorially 
argue,  that  as,  in  painting,  our  admiratioo 
and  appruvul  are  commonly  excited  and 
commandcd  Jd  proportion  to  tlie  neamess  of 
the  subject's  resemblance  to  rcality,  so,  io 
writing,  nothing  canlegitimately  aodlasting- 
ly  please,  hut  the  same  dose  and  accurate 
Imitation  of  the  scenes,  evenls,  aod  cba- 
racters,  of  hamaD  life;  adducing,  as  a  furtber 
corroboratioD  of  the  justice  of  her  argumeo^ 
the  almost  gcneral  use  tnade  by  formet  ficti- 


tions  tiiogmphisls,  legend  writcrs,  and  slory 
tellers,  of  that  unfailing  pas  per  tont  lo  the 
attention  and  approval  of  the  million,  name- 
ly,"lT  lg  ALLTRt'R,"amodeof  recommend- 
ing  thelr  manutactures,  whicb  froiu  Ibc  days 
of  Autolychus  down  to  those  ol'  Jedediah 
Cleishbottom,  Caplain  Clutterbuck,  and  Dr. 
Dryasdust,  bad,  sbe  averred,  proved  para- 
mountly  succesäful  to  every  otlier  wUich  the 
ntmost  ingenuity  of  authorcraft  liaa  siace 
devised  or  adopted. 

To  Ihis  opinion  Miss  Cloudcastle  wotild 
readily  assent  (indeed,  she  couldnut  welldo 
Jess),  baving,  as  will  be  bereafter  secn,  sanc- 
tioncd  its  Utility  by  ber  own  adoption;  but 
to  tbis  unavoidable  concession  sbe  nerer 
failed  to  tack  a  peremptory  veto  to  all  adul- 
teration,  disguisement,  and  misrepresenlaÜOD 
of  pre-establi.shed  facts  ;  allowing  roniance 
to  excrcisc  ber  creative  powcrs  only  wJthin 
lier  own  cspccial    realms ;    addjng,   as   the 


stronecst  possible  jusdfication  of  lier  pre- 
fercTice  of  invenlivc  (alent,  Ihat  even  Mr«. 
McAnnal's  praisedefied  aiilborbimselt'Iiad, 
on  various  occasions,  moet  anrcessfully  aa 
well  as  graccfully  de-vialed  and  departed  not 
only  (Vom  tbe  pale  of  retord,  biU  evcu  the 
bounds  0/ probabilily  andna/ure  tbemäelvcs; 
instancing:,  atnong  other  cxamplcs  to  be  met 
with  in  bis  numcrous  works,  tbo  superkuman 
machittery  made  usc  of  in  the  Monastery. 

"And  vrhy  (boldly  questioned  thespinster) 
may  not  Uaser  aspirants  of  fancy  be  per- 
mitted  to  follow  in  so  brighta  txact?" 

"  Principally  because  the  altempt  were 
idle  and  dangerons  as  tbc  aeriatflight  of  tk€ 
tortoise,"  cried  the  widow;  adding,  witfa  en- 
thusiasm  the  most  vivid, 

•■  Por  S»»«»'s  IJfiI  iicVi  r»n  copftd  be  ; 
^  ,    "  Nuue  toiuch  licighli  dirti  aoar,  htc  only  he/" 

f"''At  all  eveota,  none  in  onrliltlc  circle  wer« 
vain,  or  al  any  rate  hardy ,  enough  lo  contradict 


this  assertion;  and  as  Mrs.  McAnnal's  ac- 
quaintaocc  and  influence  in  our  viUage,  and 
tndeed  the  ncighbouring  market-town  itself, 
was  very  extensive,  ht-r  attachment  to  aa 
already  populär  and  powerful  party  was  re- 
warded  (with  more  justice,  indeed,  than  such 
epidemic  attachments  usually  are)  hy  added 
pratse  an J  mcreasiu?  proaelytes.  Yet  woald 
Miss  Cloiidcastlc  fail  not  during  those  ago- 
nizing  intervaU  of  delay  (which,  since  the 
deserred  celebrity  and  consequcnt  universal 
reqaest  oC  the  Scolch  romances  now,  alas!  but 
too  orten  occurred  between  the  firat  announce- 
mentof  itspnblication,  and  the  slowtravel  of 
one  ofthose  comets  of  gciiiu^  from  the  solar 
centrc  of  fashion  towardsour  chill  Gcorgium 
Sidua  circicof  dulneäs)to  plead  for the  pcrusal 
ofsomeofberoldfashioned,fancy,weh-woven 
/avorites,Ü\e  production  of  some  less  gißed, 
or,  as  she  would  lamcnt,  less  furtnnate  pens: 
bot,  laclcaday!    the  nticmpt  scldoni   sen'ed 
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olher  purposc  than  to  weaken  Üie  very  cause 
it  was  mcant  to  sustaio;  only  proving  by  the 
force  of  coDipariäon  (and  comparisons,  tfae 
provorb  doth  most  truly  say,  arc  odious)  tbe 
deserved  superiority  ol'  those  writiugs  of  tlie 
present  day,  by  which  they  are  (as  weil  from 
Taste  as  Ton)  superseded  aod  ecHpscd, 
and  cousequently  Üie  general  justice  of  Mrs. 
McAnnafs  criticism. 

Overworsted  as  she  was,  still  the  fair  cbam- 
pioncas  of  uoaduUeratcd  fiction  appeared  cn- 
diamayed,  aud  would  seldom  fall,  even  at  cur 
very  next  meeting,  to  return  to  the  Charge 
with  new  ardour,  aod  a  reioforcerneDt  of  ar- 
gQineDtatiTe  weapuns.  The  veritable  and  sa- 
cred  charactcr  of  history  was,  she  would  say, 
degradcd  and  profaned  by  the  well-fasbion- 
ed  biit  merctricious  trappings  with  which 
it  has  been,  and  still  is,  the  blameful  laste 
of  Ute  wrjlera  of  works  of  mere  amusemeot 
too  frcqueotly  lo  adoni  her.    Roses  were,  she 


maintained,  ofleo  wreathed  by  ihein  arouod 
beads  which  adders  should  entwine;  and  tliat 
the  flattered  portrails  of  dcad  villains,  whose 
real  features  the  peiicil  of  departed  justice 
bad  teft  traccd  in  the  colours  of  their  bearts, 
now  grinned  witb  ghastly  smilei)  upon  poste- 
rity  from  gay  frames  of  aduliitory  gUding. 
Crooked  bot  siicressful  policy  was,  she  in- 
sisttid,  permilted  ia  some  nistances  to  steal 
and  wear  tbe  garb  of  Justice;  while  laureis 
etaioed  in  (heir  acquisition  with  superfluous 
blood,  dipt  in  tbe  streatos  of  gentus,  borrow- 
ed  from  tbat  immersion  alone  their  unde- 
served  tint  of  unfading  verdure.  The  younf; 
and  the  anleamcd  werc  (hus  equally  led  to 
form  crroncous  conceptions  of  the  beings, 
and  draw  unfair  conclusions  from  the  trans- 
actions,  of^former  times,  and  Tnilh,  out- 
raged  even  in  tbe  atrong  hold  of  her  own  do- 
minions,  so  far  from  being,  as  formerly,  the 
favouritc   model  of  falsehood.   was   hersclf 
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compelled  to  wear  Ihe  uHurper's  colours,  and 
foUow,  a  fettered  captive,  in  her  gaudy 
train ! 

Many  otlier  stricturcs,  complaiats,  aniuiad- 
versions,  and  alWgations,  did  Miss  Cloiid- 
catitle  deal  forth,  all  on  the  samc  prolific 
topic,  but  never  uithout  drawiiig  down  upon 
hersell',  (rom  her  cqually  well  read  and  in- 
finitely  more  irritable  adversary,  such  a 
shower  of  caustic  contradictions,  rhetorical 
retortSj  and  soiuctime:«,  too,  resisUess  refu- 
tations,  as  at  lengtli  completely  blaekbaUed 
tbe  yet  liagering  geoius  of  concord  frora  our 
Society,  to  which  Miss  Cloudcastle  was  the 
ürsl  to  bid  adieu,anuoiiiicing,at  the  same  tinie, 
that  she  had  dcvoted  the  cntire  leisurc  of  the 
last  stormy  six  months  to  the  composilJoD  ol' 
aromance  upon  principles  desigped  to  form 
a  Dew  illuslration  and  support  of  that  same 
argument  which  had  lately  so  often  distnrbecl 
the  peacc  of  our  oncecalni  Convention,  her*s 


being  purely  a  work  of  imagiiiation  and 
faucy,  unpropped  by  historic  evidence,  tuii- 
dentificd  by  chronological  record,  yet  calcn- 
lated  to,  at  once,  enchain  the  attention, 
iovoke  tbe  passions,  and  intereat  Ihe  heart, 
bocaasc  describing  wondert'ul  circumstances 
and  Situation^,  yet  rcprescnliog  man  actiug 
amidst,  at  it  were,  dcw  elements,  in  all  th 
native  colouriags  uf  humaa  l'eeliagd,  frail- 
ties,  and  policies. 

Mcantthile  herseil' and  brother  intendcd, 
«he  Said,  to  makü  a  tour  to  Ireland,  the 
Dative  couDtry  of  bis  lale  spouse,  and  wbere, 
indced,  somc  iniportant  pecuiiiary  concerns 
absolutely  reqnired  the  licutenant'a  personal 
tnterferenco  and  inspection,  btit  that  be  bad 
promiscd,  inimcdiatcly  od  her  work  reacking 
a  second  editioH,  to  accompany  her  back  to 
Eugland,  when  she  should  tindoubtedJy  re- 
join  our  society  ;  "  Thercfore,  (added  sfae) 
as  tbe  success  of  my  roinance  Is  somewbat 
more   than   probable,   tbe  faappy  epoch  of 


uur  re-iiiiion   \s   not,    1  tnist,    vi^ry  f'ardis- 
tant." 

Miss  Cloudcastle  had  scarcely  ceased  lo 
speak,  whea  I  was  g^reatly  shocked,  as  well 
US  surprised,  by  tlie  souod  of  a  horse-laugh, 
whiuh  burst  Irom  the  strougly  coostituted 
lungsof  Mrs.  McAnnal,  whum  astuDisbmcnt 
alonc  (asshe  afterwardsde<:lared)had  hither- 
to  held  mute.  Mrs.Tcndertear,  tbough  already 
niore  tban  balf  a  coiiverlife  (o  tlie  taste  and 
opinions  of  her  too  dogtnatical  boarder, 
cbanged  colour  morc  than  oncc,  and,  stlently 
drawiog  up,  fanned  herseif  with  pecuHar  vehe- 
tneoce,  every  flirt  of  ihe  little  eloquent  ivoiy 
engine  of  Ventilation  seeming  to  express,  with 
that  energy  wbich  her  timid  tongue  refuscd  to 
exert,  her  sensc  of  so  glaring  an  iafnugentent 
of  the  dues  of  delicacy  and  the  laws  of  pro* 
priety  and  good  manoers.  For  my  part, 
painful  as  artictilation,  even  upon  the  most 
pletuing  subjects,  ever  is  to  me,  I"  cuald 
not  avoid  verbally  rf^buking  a  deportment  so 
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nttrranccd  widow  berscif;  for  Mrs.  McAnnal's 
o«D  cxci-)!cnt  sense,  as  well  as  it  so  readüy 
presenu  tfae  wcak,  ridicalous,  and  objectioD- 
able  sidcs  of  olber  people's  senUmcols  and 
coudact,  soldom  permits  bcr  long  fo  nourish 
Üiosc  errors  wbich  prejudice,  f>bstinac]r,  oj 
Opposition,  may  bare  engendcrcd  in  her  omi : 
reproachcd,  doobüess,  by  reflcction,  Tor  the 
riilpublt'  ap<i  cni«!  indecomm  ioto  wbich 
shc  bad  by  the  precipitancy  of  her  humoDT 
becn  huiricd,  sbe  now  arosc,  and,  glowing 
wilb  a  thon&and  io^naous  aod  ^raceful 
shiunes,  addressed  a  Ter;  coaclse,  but  eaj- 
Dcst  and  coci^etic,  apology  Tor  ber  tuisbeha- 
viour  lo  tho  rrscntmeot-taboaring  antboress; 
cuncluding  by  dcclarin^,  that,  spitc  of  the 
contrariety  ot  Üicir  tastes  and  opioions  ob 
soiuc  particulor  snbjects,  such  was  her  con* 
virüon  nnd  estimation  of  Mis.s  Cloudcastle's 
extensive  powers  of  invcntion  and  bappy 
flow  of  cloqucncc,  tbal,  wcrc  it  bumaoly  , 


97 
possible  for  tbe  pcn  of  any  obscurc  and  so- 

tlitary  innovatcr  to  leacj  back  the  present 
TOdeemed  taste  of  romance  readers  to  its  for- 
■ier  beresy  of  roonstroiiB  prcpossession,  it 
was  her  serious  belief  that  no  writer  existing 
was  iDore  capable  of  acconplishing  the 
Danaides  ottt-toiling  task  than  Miss  C.  bcr- 
aelf.  The  spinster,  little  propitiated  by  this 
deprecatory  compliment,  ackDowledged  it 
iinly  by  a  suUeQ,  sour,  and  silent  nod  ;  and  a 
long  and  paiaful  pause  ensued,  tili  Mrs. 
McAnna]  oncc  inore  broke  the  prafound  and 
vnusnal  silence  whirh  reigued  among  us,  by 
stating  her  design  of  also  becoming  a  tempo- 
tary  absentee :  it  waa  her  purpoäe,  she  io- 
formed  us,  to  set  out  almost  immediately  on 
k  Visit  to  her  relations  and  acquaintance  in 
Scolland,  assuring  myself  and  Mrs.  Tender- 
tear,  however,  that  nought  save  the  dis- 
charge  of  so  dear  and  long  procrastinated  a 
duty  could.  after  the  pteviously  notificd  ae- 
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cession  o(  Miss  Cloudcastle,  havc  indnced 
bcr  to  leave  us. 

The  natural  stimulations  and  loogingft  ef 
land  and  kindred  had  beoa,  slie  scüd,  for  yeats 
tbe  ligbtest  io  the  baluice,  wben  wcigbed 
agaiost  her  long-trieil  äouthem  friendships; 
nay,  even  tbe  promise  of  a  bribe  ofall  oüwts 
the  most  desirable  to  her  wisbes,  bad  bitherto 
proved  insufficient  to  make  her  tum  her  face 
towards  home :  this  bribe  she  now  described 
as  haviog  boen  loog  held  out  to  bcr  by  her 
mach  respected  soventb  cousin  Mr.  Saunders 
PounceparchmetU,  advocate,  at  Edinburgh, 
being  of  no  leaa  importance  Ihao  tbe  self- 
saioe  very  identical  pen  with  which  a  good 
part,  ir  not  the  wbole,  of  Ihat  croum  of  n& 
romances,  Waverley,  was  written.  Ilijs  pre- 
cioua  relic,  Mr.  Pounccparchment  (who  was 
well  aware  of  bis  fair  relative's  devotional 
predilectiona]  had,  with  uotne  Httle  cfaarge 
aad  no  Httle  pains,  procnred  froni  tr  certaln 
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retainer  ol'  the  great  iDCognito's,  with  wbom  he 
has  tbe  boRour  of  a  pTotessional  acquaint- 
•Bce,  aod  bad  bitherto  carefully  conservated 
for  tbe  express  purpose  of  tbereby  at  once 
obtaining  and  rewardia^  (be  much  desircd 
Visit  of  bis  long  truant  cousin.  "  Yes,  it 
wil),  at  length,  be  mine,"  excluhned  the  de- 
votee,  "and  I  will  enclose  it  iß  a  casket, 
flmallcr  iadeed,  butlittlc  Icss  rieb,  than  that 
once  allotted  by  the  world's  conqaeror  to 
jcontain  the  works  of  its  then  greatest  poet !" 
-  Anotber  awkward  stillaess  ensued,  whicb 
the  Dovr  evidently  offended  widow  cndeavour- 
ed  to  Bil  up  by  deliberately  adjusting  ber 
bODoet,  plaid,  and  gloves.  The  awfui  mo- 
nent  of  leave-taking  could,  at  last,  no  longer 
(any  more  than  our  tears)  be  delayed : 
■be  sbook  US  all  somewhat  coolly  (Miss 
CloudcasUe  not  excepted)  by  tbe  band,  say- 
ing, "  Dinna  greet  sa  ower  mucb  gade  friends, 
ain,  sa  sure  as  Miss  Cloodcastle's  romance 
U  3 
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cver  nuiubers  twa  editions,  sa  sure  will  be  f 
back  to  tbc  soutb,  and  a  candidatc  for  mf 
aald  seat  amaingst  ye  ancemair:  sajoyb« 
wi  yc  a'  tull  tbal   mair  nor   probable  event  | 
happpus!"     Here  ber  old  inveterate  iromcal 
laagh  burst  forth  (as  it  would  seem  in  apita  j 
Ol'  ber)  ;  for  she  hurried  away,  tlirusüng  hef 
bandkercbief  to  her  mouth,  leaving  bebind'  1 
her  8  trio  (tor  Mrs.  Teodertear  was  too  nach  I 
agitated  to  accompany  her  boarder'sprecipi"- 
täte  exit)  whicb,  from  Tarious  cogent  cause^  1 
was  but  ill  disposed  to  iraitate  ber  risibility.  I 
Tbe  very  next  morning,    l'aithfiil  to    het-J 
Word,  »be  departed  for  tbe  land  of  her   fa'^l 
thers,  and  Miss  Cloudcastle,  whose   pulM^I 
I  verily  believc,  regaioed  itH  customed  healttf^l 
ful  beat  witb  tbe  ccrtainty  of  her  absenci 

from  H ,  DO   sooner  judged   her  at  i 

safe  distance,  than  she  calied  lipon  me  latiftfl 
one  cvening  with  her  manuscripl  carefünra 
Ireasured  up  iinder  ber   cloak,  and,   to  i 


inexprcäsible  surpnse  and  constcrnation> 
furthwith  delegated  to  me  Ihc  (rast  and  eure 
of  causing  the  before-mcDtioned  production 
to  be  printed,  publiahed,  and  ushered  into 
the  World  with  all  possible  corrcctness,  ex 
pcdjüon,  and  eclat.  This  was  aotall:  Miss 
Cloudcastle,  tnoreover,  accompanied  the 
above  most  unexpected  commisslon  wUb  a 
request  still  more  singolar,  bcing  nothmg 
less  than  that  I  would  assume  the  task  of 
iDtrodaciiig  ber  romaoce  to  tbo  public  by 
writing  lor  it  a  prej'ace  !  I! 

"Tbe  next  wooder  to  this  (exclaimcd  f, 
in  ttic  t'ulness  of  my  indignant  amazement) 
cati  only  bc  that  some  mad  actor  or  novelty- 
biintiag  maaager  will  request  niy  Services  to 
5peak  a  prologue  for  tbem:" — indeed,  I  do 
not  remember  half  the  extravagant  tbings 
I  botb  Said  and  thought;  lor  the  oddity  as 
well  as  temerity  of  my  friend's  demaad  did 
abiiolutely,fortbetiine,unhii]gcandstrangely 
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confase  what  litüe  understandiag  I  am  gifted 
with.  At  length,  believiog  (and  we  are  ge- 
nerally  ready  to  believe  what  we  wtsh)  that 
she  might  after  all,  bc  only  jestiog  witb  me, 
I  told  her  she  had  probably  mistakcn  tbc  last 
dayo/Marck  for  thefirst  of  April;  but,  alas ! 
I  did  bat  "  lay  a  flatteriDg  anction  to  my 
sool."  Uiss  Cloudcastle  soon  fouud  means 
to  coovince  mc  tbat  she  was  but  too  cer- 
taiuly  serious  in  her  parpose,  and,  that  con- 
victiOD  once  fully  eßectcd,  'tis  atterly  itnpos- 
sible  for  any  tenns  to  coavey  to  the  readet's 
appreheosieo  an  adoquate  conccptioa  of  the 
extreme  perturbation  of  mind,  cODfusion  of 
idea,  and  intolerable  aonoyance  of  spiiit, 
which  the  mere  Suggestion  of  undertaking 
auch  an  uuwonted  office  occaüoned  to  me. 
For  mora  tban  two  bours  did  I  valoly  en- 
deavour  to  argue  my  friend  out  of  her  pre- 
posteroas  prepossession  in  favour  of  my 
imaginary  editorial  capacities  :  Miss  Cipad- 


cwrtle  Ustened  totnc,  indecd,  witb  the  oüwt 
devoted  paticnce  (a  laudable  exaniple,  1  am 
surc,  to  all  future  ear-racked  auditors) ;  and 
when,  at  last,  my  pleading  nas  concluded, 
tbus  replied : — 

"  My  dear  Urs.  Medium,  1  havc  not  a 
iKend  or  acquaintauce  in  the  wortd,  yoursclf 
alone  cxccpted,  of  whom  Icould  with  equal 
propriety  ask  this  favonr,  or  who,  bcing  so 
importuned,  and  complying  witfa  the  impor- 
tanity,  coutdexecutetbo  needful  service  half 
so  dexterouüly.  My  brother,  your  at  present 
very  new  acquainlance,  is,  I  need  not  repcat 
it  to  you,  my  sole  remaining  relative;  and 
thougb,  perbaps,  one  of  the  best-heart«d 
creaturca  in  the  universe,  be  is  ccrtainly  one 

'  of  the    warst-üeaded,    and,    besides,    is   as 

'    unwilling    «s    unäited    for    the  business  in 

'  qwation." 

'       "  I  feoow  not  as  to  that,"  answered  I :  "  my 
introduction  <o    your  brother   bas   been  (oo 
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lecflot  to  Warrant  a  decided  judgment  od  bis 
abilitics.  But  why  do  you  not  apply  to  tlie 
cttrate?  He  is,  undoubtedly,  a  man  of  leam- 
ing  and  discemntcnt." 

"But,"  interrupted  Miss  Cloudcaslle,  "he 
is,  you  know,  bound  by  a  promise,  aever  to 
be  either  seen  or  heard  to  read  a  romanco. 
That  be  would,  tlien,  write  a  pre/ace  to  une, 
eveo  t'or  the  great  unknown  himsell',  is  cer- 
tajnly  less  than  likely ;  unless,  indeed,  in 
Imitation  of  iiis  crittcal  countrywoman,  he 
wcrc  to  bccomc  bis  boarder." 
"  But  Mrs.  Tendertear,"  suggestcd  I, — 
"  Can  no  more  write  a  preface  than  she  can 
see  to  rtad  oae,"  cried  tbe  authoress ;  "  be- 
sides,  undcrstand  you  not,  my  friend,  that, 
«ven  were  cyes  and  intellects  equal  to  tfae 
work,  ftucb  an  effort  in  my  behalf  would  be 
high  treason  to  tbe  tastes,  humours,  and  opi- 
nions  of  her  ci  devant  proßlabte  inmale,  to 
whosc  po^siblc  return  in  /utero  such  a   pro- 


oednro     would 
batT' 

"Still,"    said 


lOö 

place 


au     insurmountable 


"you  leave  unreckoaed 
npon  youT  stmugeät  i'orcc:  it  lies,  my  dear 
Miss  CloudcasÜe,  withiu  yourself,  Who  so 
competent  to  pilot  your  little  bark  iuto  port 
as  its  builderf  for  wbo  so  intcrcsted  inits 
salely  and  succcss  ? 

"An  o«lh — Bti  oalk — I  liaiu  >n  nnlli  In  heaTvn  1 

"Shall  I  Uy  pcrjury  apon   niy  sanll   No!  nol  for /oMe.'" 

declaimed  the  epinster. 

"  But  I  canpot  for  my  part,"  »aid  I  (having 
bafitily  oTcrlooked  the  beginniag  of  ber  ma- 
noscripO  scc  Üio  least  nccessity  for  any  other 
proem  to  so  small  a  nork  tliaD  tbc  introduc- 
tory  matter  by  wbicb  I  perceivc  you  have 
yoarsetf  already  preceded  it." 

"  I  am,  neverthcless,  detcrDiincd,"answered 
Miss  Cloudcastlo,  "  that  my  work  sball  iiever 
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be  printed  ootil  it  has  from  Iwenty  to  tfatrt; 
pages  of  explanatoiy " 

"  ?fonsetue  tacked  to  it,  to  spoil  its  suc- 
cess,"  cricd  [,finishiagaseRtence  iomytani: 
but  the  $pinster*fi  final  rcply,  like  an  abiy 
planned  and  long-resenred  ntsse  de  guerre, 
by  suddenly  surprising:  me  in  tliat  qaarter  in 
which  I  am  of  all  othcrs  most  assailable, 
completcly  masteted  my  bithcrto  obsUuatc 
resistance,  and  gained  her  the  day  at  once. 

"  My  tnuch  estcemed  friend,"  said  she 
(tendcrly  takmgmy  hand,  and  carrying  it  to- 
ward  the  rcgion  of  her  hcart,  while  tears 
atood  in  her  eyes),  you  niust,  by  the  tenacity 
of  my  importanity  on  the  prosent  subjecl,  be 
convinced  thatyonrallegationsof  incapacity, 
and  inaptttnde  for  the  task  assigned  yoa,bow- 
cvcr  creditable  to  your  own  weli-known,  self- 
depreciating  judgment,  appear  in  a  widely 
differcnt  and  far  inore  lavuurablc  point  of 
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view  to  mine :  but  whethcr  in  good  truth  you 
are,  or  are  not,  competent  to  the  advaatage- 
ousdischarge  of'tbe  required  duty.it  Js  afact 
of  indubitable  certainty,  that  your  preseot 
obstinate  denial  of  your  (even  it'  you  will 
havo  it  so)  feeblo  aid  in  this  my  present  aid- 
Icss  coodition  can  only  be  compared  to  churl- 
ishly  refusing  to  a  trcmbling,  unprotected 
friend  the  sfaeller  of  your  roof  during  a  pt- 
rilous  tempeat,  mcrely  because  you  are  too 
prood  to  display  the  iDfcriority  of  your  fumi- 
tore  and  accommodations." 

Wellaware  of  my  constitutioual  rcluctaiice 
to  deny  any  honest  Service  witbiu  tbc  com- 
pass  of  my  power  to  friend  or  even  enomy  in 
cxigencc,  Miss  Cloudcastle  had  resorted  to 
this  herulttmate  argnment  in  füll  confidence 
of  its  success,  and  her  augury  was  not  un- 
faithful ;  for  finally  sho  "  wrung  from  nie  my 
slow  leave"  to  leave  her  manuscript  on  my 
table,  togcthcr  with  a  promisc   that  I  would 
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sspply  it  witli  tfae  best  preface  wbich  tbe 
very  ümited  powers  ot'  my  itigenuit;  could 
furaish ;  bul  slie  did  not,  I  must  premise, 
compass  Uiose  (to  me)  highly  important  ajs 
well  as  unpleasantpoiDls  witliout  submitting 
to  two  especial  urttcles  of  cotnproniisc  and 
compact  in  ber  turn :  Ibe  first  was,  tbat  I 
■night  be  at  füll  libcrty  (o  write  tlie  preface  I 
wasthus  (nolens  voUiisJ  coaäemaeä  to  com- 
pOBe  exactly  in  wbnt  maoncr,  terms,  and 
style,  I  found  most  agreeable  or  convenient 
to  niysclf,  without  any  thc  slightest  let  or 
question,  wbethcr  tbat  manner,  terms,  or 
style,  tnigbt  Chance  to  chime  in  witb  berap- 
proval  ornut:  and,  secondly,  tbatsbe  would 
solcmnly  promise  ncvcr  again,  on  any  pre- 
tence  or  arguniont  wbatsoever,  to  eitber  di- 
rectly or  indirectly  ask  or  evca  hint  a  wish 
for  a  repetition  of  tbe  likc  üacrifice  on  my 
part. 

Miss  Cloud Castle  casWy  subscribed  to  botb 
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coDdilions  :  the  preface,  sbe  assared  me,  she 
nevcr  meant  to  read,  or  desired  even  to  hear 
of,  tili  it  was  in  print ;  and  with  respcct  to 
the  other  proviso,  she  expressed  hersell'  in 
theae  very  words: — 

"  Yoo  already  know  I  have  dccidedly  deter- 
mined  that  my  own  pen  shall  ncvcr  herald  to 
the  public  its  first  literary  effort;  and  evcn 
sbould  tbat  eflbrt  obtain  a  portion  ofsuccess 
commensurate  to  my  wishes,  I  shall  yet,  I 
verily  beliove,  remain  reluctant  to  act  the 
partuf  myown  advocate  on  any  fresb  occa- 
sion:  but  tbus  miich  I  can  venture  to  pre- 
iniso,  ncitber  yoii  nor  any  otlier  pcrson  shall 
be  troublcd  (o  compoäc  a  proludiuin  to  my 
next  work,  as  I  am  resolved  to  trust  iLs  apo- 
logy  to  the  work  itHcli." 

It  was  by  this  time  past  midnight,  and  wo 
had  but  just  dispatched  a  hasty  and  tmly 
petil  saiiper,  when  Lieutenant  Cloudcastle, 
surpriscd  and  disturbcd  at  the  nnusuaHy  long 
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abseoce  of  bis  sister,  knocked,  for  the  first 
timein  his  tife,  atthedooroT  my  cotta^,  lo 
enquire  wIieHter  aught  amiss  had  happened 
to  me  or  herselt'.  The  Lieutenant  is  a  recent 
widower,  and  had  not,  at  that  tüne,  been 
settled  more  tbaa  tbree  neeks  with  his  atster 
at  Gander  Farm :  previoasly  to  that  be  bad 
resided,  ever  siocc  thc  tcrmination  of  tbe 
wnr,  in  the  soutb  of  France,  in  wbich  countiT 
the  dclicatc  hcaltb  of  his  late  wife  bad  long 
held  him  a  voiuntary  prisoner.  It  was  tbo 
well-intentioned  advice  and  earnest  invitation 
of  bis  aäcctionate  sister,  wbo  reasonably 
hoped  that  chaoge  of  place  and  objects  migbt 
aid  tbe  erasivo  band  of  time  in  dispelling  tbe 
diatressing  meiancholy  with  wbich  tbe  lossof 
his  much  csteemed  partner  bad  deeply  im- 
bued  his  foeling  mlnd,  that  bad,  at  lengtfa, 
prevailed  on  bim  to  fake  at  least  a  temporary 
leave  of  the  scene  of  hia  unavailing  regret, 
and  once  more    revisit    his    native    shores. 


I  should  have  remained  irrecoverablyshocked, 
bad  I  leilt  the  good  gcnllemaD,  who  had  lately, 
as  his  sister  infonned  mc,  expcrienced  (in 
consequence  of  the  cban^e  of  air)  some  smart 
symptüms  of  the  goul,  one  tenth  part  of  the 
dme  outäide  my  door  at  such  an  iingenial 
bour  which  I  have  here  wasted  in  scribbling 
aboul  hia  concems. 

Hanying  bim  ioto  Ihe  parloar,  I  pressed 
bin),  spite  of  all  bis  politc  rcsistaacc,  into 
my  owD  easy  cbair  by  the  fire-side,  and, 
baving  farthersuccceded  in  prcvailing  on  htm 
to  lay  aaide  bis  hage  enveloping  boat-cloak, 
wfaose  Services  would  eise  bc  less  accoptable 
and  salntary  wben  again  exposed  to  a  colder 
atmosphcre,  I  directed  my  maid,  Mabel,  to 
heat,  with  all  possible  expedition,  a  small 
silver  tankard  foH  of  eider  wine  of  oar  own 
brewing ;  and  pressing  the  bumble  cordial, 
,  accompanied  by  some  slices  of  home-made 
cake,  upon  the  acceptance  of  my  old  frietid 
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and  new  visitor,  enjoyed,  wfaile  witnessing 
tbe  goiU  with    whicb  tbey  porlook  of  ihe 
simple   IfUt    wholesome   refcction,    the  truo 
delights  or  unostentatious  hospitality.     The   i 
Lieutcoant's   anxiety  rß.spectiiig   our    saletf  J 
boin^    DOW   effcctually   removcd,   bis  sister  I 
tliou|ht  fit   to  acquaint   hitn   with   tuy  con- 
sent to  that  request  wbicb   bad  formed  the   l 
object  of  her  long;>protracted  visit;  and  the 
manly,  respectfui,   and  graleful    manner  in 
wbich   he   addcd  Ais  thauks  to    her's,  made 
tne  blush  for  tbe  retuctant  and   angracions 
laode  in  whicb  that  mucb  orervalaed  consent   | 
bad  been  bestowed. 

Miss  Clondcastle  (iate  or  rathcr  early  as  i 
was  tbe  hour)  now  entered  into  a  deep  and  1 
roany-brancbed  disquisition  of  tbat  beart*  | 
centored  subject,  her  romancc  ;  biit  the  Lieu-  ' 
tenant,  induced,  I  doubt  not,  by  tbe  Observa- 
tion of  tbe  cloud  uf  cbagrin  with  wbich  the  j 
revival  of  that  unacceptable  subject  bad  sud-  1 
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denly  overcast  iny  countenance  and  spitits, 
soon  dexterously  diTerfed  Ihe  coiivoTsation 
inio  an  opposite  Channel;  and«  notwithstand- 
ing  an  air  and  tone  almost  amounting  to 
sadnpsti,  which  ever  and  anon  niost  sirangcly 
yet  pleasJDgly  mingled  with  and  modified  hU 
Hveliest  sallies,  tinie  flittcd  on  so  lightly,  that 
when  he  drew  bis  watch,  and  notiSed,  with  a 
snrprise  in  which  I  thought  his  siatet  did  not 
appear  to  partlcipatc  equally  with  myeelf, 
that  it  was  half  pnst  three  o'clock,  I  did  not 
imagine  he  had  been  at  tbe  cottagc  morc  tban 
twenty  minutca:  but  tbe  nearly  expiring  fire, 
waning  nionlds,  and  sleep-lacking  looks  of 
poor  Mabel,  as  sbiveringly,  and  with  ill-re- 
pressed  yawniogs,  she  ligbted  my  guests  to  tbe 
door,  soon  rectified  my  unaccountable  niis- 
takc.  This  parting,  too,  Uke  that  of  Mrs. 
McAnnal,  proved  a  Rnal  one ;  for  at  scvcn 
o'clock,  tbe  same  morniDg,  the  brother  and 
■ister  set  ont  from    H towards  the 

VOL.    II.  I 


H4 


I 


I 


point  of  their  ultimate  deätination.  My 
Windows  command  Üie  higb  road :  I  followed 
their  chaiae  with  my  eyes;  and  while  thc 
rapidity  of  its  whirlin*  wheels  reminded  me 
of  tbe  velocity  witb  which  the  hours  had  late- 
ly  llown  in  their  society,  1  could  not  bul 
ascrihc  the  seeming  uiiusually  accclerated 
pace  of  tiino  to  tbe  more  than  commooly 
agreeable  maitner  in  which  it  had  buen  eni: 
ployed, 

Lieutenant  Cloudcastle  jg  really  a 
well-iuformed  man,  and  of  manoers  at  ouce 
dignificd,  yct  nnassuming :  perhaps  those 
seeming  contrarieti«s  in  bis  depurtincnt  bad 
been  more  bappily  described  and  reconciled 
by  saying  that  bc  appears  to  cqually  well 
undcrstand  and  practJse  all  that  in  due  to 
himäclf  aod  others.  He  bas  also  bcen  a  most 
brave  and  meriturious  oflicer,  a  cbaractet 
best  of  all  calculated  to  lend  loo,  ns  well  a& 
receive,  lastrc  from  bis  other   mcrit^ ;    and 
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tliere  are,  I  believe,  few  of  my  oountrywomea 
who  do  not  coincide  withme  in  opinion,  that 
tbe  myrtle  wreath  never  appears  to  half  so 
mach  advantage  on  tbe  brow  of  man  as  when 
It  ia  intersperaed  wilb  laureis. 

Notwithstandiiigall  MissOoiidcastle'a  de- 
preciatioD  of  ber  brother's  literary  talents, 
and  bis  own  extreme  diffideiice  on  tbe  satne 
snbject,  I  do  most  devoutly  believe  he  could 
easily  bave  nindc  a  Itetter  preface  toberbook- 
ibitn  I  have  done ;  at  all  eveots,  I  haye  na- 
doubt  biit  thc  readers  of  Ikin  will  roncnr  in 
opinion  with  my  Lord  Duke,  in  High  Idf» 
beime  Slairs,  "Tbat  he  coald  bardly  bave 
made  a  worserer." 

Unaccustomed  for  many  years  to  aach  pro- 

bacted  orgies  as  Ibose  I  had  (utely  celebrated, 

I  feit  jt  necessary,  contrary  to  my  usaal  babits, 

to  indulge  after  dianer  that  day  in  a  short 

,  repose,  and  for  that  purpose  took  pogseasion 

,-  of  the  eaay  cbair  ao  recent^y  vacated  by  tbe 
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^oo()  Lieutenant.     Fntigued  as  I  \TasiD  body* 
and  depressed  in  spirit,  I  had,  nevertheless,, 
scarcely  thronn  my  bandkercbief  over  my  J 
bead,  when  sleep  came  to   my  relief;    bot 
wbether  the  nnwooted  irregularity  of  the  pre- 
ceding  night  bad  distarbed  tbo  general  econo- 
my   of  my  system,   or,  more  probably,  tbo« 
Strange   and   very   unwelconie   burthen  with  i  \ 
vrhich  it  was  oppressed  had  disordered  my 
Imagination  alone,  ccrtain  it  is  that  visions  of  j 
a  new  and  Singular  cbaracter  swam  in  quick  j 
succession  betöre  my  mental  eye.     Lieute-  i 
nant  Cloudcastle  was,  I  thougbt,  made  on  tbej> 
instant  a  Caplatn,  and  appointed  to  (he  conK  1 
mand  of  a  vessel ;  as  suddenly  I  found  my- , 
seif  employed  in  tacking  the  added  epaulette  \ 
to  bis  faitberto  ungraced  Shoulder:  lenquired.^ 
the  name  of  bis  ship,  and,  to  my  surprise,  ^ 
received  for  answer  that  it  was  called  1 
Medium  f 

While  remarking  not  only  on  tbe  odd  t 
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iacidejice  tfais  title  presented,  but  also  on  its 
iiDQsual  and  (indecd,  when  so  applied)  in- 
formal  placability,  the  epaulette,  about  which 
I  was  still  busy,  becanie  (ransfornied,  even 
ander  niy  Tery  band,  into  a  white  favoT ;  «nd 
Miss  Cloudcastle,  appeartng  thc  uext  mo- 
mcDt  at  my  side,  requested  permission  to  pass 
a  toorsel  o(  bride-cake  through  my  ring.  My 
disturbancc  and  tremor  of  nerves  now  be- 
camo  cxtrcmely  oppressive;  when,  to  com- 
plcte  thc  cliuiax  of  my  confusion,  the  captain 
was  ordcred  into  immediate  action,  and 
anoke  in  the  greatest  diaorder  imaginablc! 

I  cnuld  not  but  smile,  when  thoroughly 
awakc,  at  my  latc  terrible  alarm,  and  reflect 
on  those  wild  and  frequcnÜy  monstrous 
dramas  in  which  our  vagrant  fancies  do, 
through  Ibe  hours  oi'  repose,  so  often  make 
US  tbe  imaginary  actors ;  but  my  Ihoughts 
soon  scriously  recuired  to  the  uopieasant 
officf  1  bad  so  lately  undertaken,  which  was. 


probably,  be  Buspa 
cbarged  during  Üie  1 
onc.  Be  tbal  judgml 
«ithin  tbe  cotopass  i 
iagabüity  lomake  tbjfl 
for  tbe  sake  ol'  tbe  j 
ly  vfish  it  were  very  i 
own.  Tbe  vanity  ot'  i 
aa  lar  removed  t'rom  o) 
and  bariog  onoe  t'ully  oB 
to  write  at  oU,  kotv  I  hi 
canse  me  onc  momeat'B  i 
Tbroughoiit  Ihesü  sheet 
ly  endeavoiired  to  markl 
which  I  b-uly 'legard'lhel 
my  literary  and  critic 


equal  readiness  yielded  to  her  desire;  bul, 
tbougb  I  know  it  will  oflend  Miss  Cloud- 
castle's  pridc  of  judgment,  truth  obliges  me 
to  add,  that  tke  widow  knows  better. 

As  for  the  work  in  question,  which  I  havc 
perused  with  thc  closeät  atteDtion,  all  1 
Bball  allow  myself  to  say  of  it  in  the  way  of 
commendation  is,  barely  wbat  Mis.  McAnnal 
hcrself  migbt  most  veritably  adrancc  upon 
tlie  same  subject:  it  rontalns  notbing  dis- 
-respectfnl  to  any  churcli  or  State  TOhatever, 
«nd  consequeiitly  could  not,  in  either  of  tbose 
important  puints,  annoy,  thoiig;b  it  might  fail 
«o  please,  the  most  opposite  opinions  o' 
adverse  interests;  while  tbo  sentimcnts  it 
breat&es,  the  morals  it  inculcates,  uniformly 
tend  to  snpport  thc  sacred  Claims  of  re- 
Bignation,  duty,  humaiiity,  virtue,  and  piety, 
.Thi«  cfaaracter  is  imperiously  dne  to  the 
obvious  desi^  of  the  writer:  witb  what 
drirrce  of  taste  and   skill  she  has  executed 
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Itratdengn,  will  DOW  becanvassed  b^  (hrfrw 
aod  legilimate  judges  of  her  art.  l'or  my 
own  sharc,  I  mast  acknowlcd^e  my  desire  for 
the  success  ol'mj  litlle  Eleve  Springs  less  frofli 
estimation  of  its  high  desert,  or  sympalby  in 
Ihe  aulkorial  feclings  of  Miss  Cloudcastie, 
than  from  Üie  sincere  belief  of  that  success 
proving  (he  happy  means  of  reorgatiizing  oon^B 
□ow  disjointed  and  inuch  rcgretted  Ooffmjfij 
In  Ihcso  sentimeuts  Mrs.  Tendertear  mos! 
cordially  nnites,  since  the  loss  of  Mrs. 
McAnnars  society  is  feit  at  tlic  curate's  in 
more  ways  than  I  should  deem  myself  justified 
in  herc  disclosing :  one,  however,  in  wbict 
I  cannot  avoid  indulging  a  timid  bope  ti 
public  may  posslbly  sympathisc,  I  »ha'il  vei 
tiiTo  to  explain. 

Poor  Mrs.  Tendertear  has  bocn,  evcr  sinol 
Ih«  cessation  of  our  delectable  readings,  ra- 
pidly  sinkinginto  a  alale  of  nervous  dßjection, 
appruaching,  indeed.  almoid  lo  desponddi 
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cy ;  for,  afDicletl  witli  an  invetcrate  JistuUs 
UichrymaUs  \q  botli  cycs,  she  hns  long  licen 
ultcrly  unablc  to  amusc  licr  Icisure  botirs  by 
reading,  aii<],  like  mysell',  books  couHlilutt; 
her  principiil  eourcc  of'ciijoy(DCDt;but  (front 
Ibe  rcasoii  I  liavc  bcforc  cxplajncd)  iio  such 
iotiulgeacc  as fiiiding a  reader  oiber faTOurite 
ärorks  in  her  othcrwise  higbly  attcnüve  bus- 
i|Mtnd  is  to  bc  expectcd ;  whilc  /  nai  pcrsonally 
mable  to  allcviate  thc  rigoiir  ofber  priva- 
jUpn,  in  consequence  of  ihut  terrible  bcsita- 
tiou  of  utlerancc  under  wbicb,  as  I  bavc 
•Iready  iulimalcd,  I  unforluhately  labour. 
PJätressing,  abovc  all  of  hers  (fo  a  wotnanj, 
IS  ifi  my  infirmity,  I  oever  lament  tbis  defcct 
SO  kcetily  on  account  ofthe  unsexual  pre- 
tlusion  to  wbicb  It  subjects  myself,  as  on 
tbat  of  tbe  peculiur  annoyance  wbich  tbe  usc 
af  my  tongue  escr  unavoidably  occasions  to 
OÜfers;  but  tbe  Rcv,  Mr.  Tcndertear,  to 
«botu,  tlic  otbcr  day,  I  wifli  mucb  delibcra- 


tive  effort  cootrived  to  cxpress  a  part  of  d^ 
regtet  Cor  tlio  fonnidabfc  disability  whiÄ 
rcstmins  me  from  mcliorating  thc  preseitt 
pitiablft  gloom  of  bis  poor  lady,  assured  me, 
timt,  so  far  from  considerinj  the  incaparity 
I  labour  uader  as  a  disadvantagt  to  any  in- 
dividual  of  uiy  sex,  be  ccrtainly  would,  if 
llie  admirable  vi'n'on  of  the  mountata  qf  hu- 
nuiii  miseries  (us  related  in  tbe  Spectator) 
WL'rc  to  bc  realized,  niake  an  especial  point  of 
coinmuudinii;  3irs.  Tendertear  to  exchangt 
bcr  aOlictioii  for  mine. 

Whetbcr  thc  complaisant  clergyman  wM 
ciitirely  sincere  in  Ibis  asserüon,  it  becomes- 
notuie  toquestioD:  mycommiseratioaof  tlie 
suHtTtags  oi'his  genÜe  beiler  half  are  genuinvi 
and,  tbtis  iDfluenced,  as  wellas  actuatedalM 
by  my  own  particular  induccraenls  and  exlf 
gcncics,  I  du  niost  bearlily  hope  ttiat  public 
approbatiou  uf  tbis  little  book  may  prbv« 
thc  fclicitous  Dicuus   of  rcsloiing   barmlesv 
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L  BnnisemeDl  to  two  simple,  solitary,  clderly 
I  women,  by  re-uniting  to  Iheir  socicty,  and  I 
also  tmst  the  renewed  confidencc  and  regard 
of  each  other,  two  more  liighly  gifted  fcmalcs, 
vho,  wheresoever  thcy  may  wander,  will 
scarcely  find  elsewhere  warmer  admirers  or 
Inier  friends. 

GcnÜe  Reader,  your  kind  suffrages  towards 
the  accomplishtnent  of  this  favourite  hope 


ere  respectfully  requeated  by 


Martha  Medium. 


INTRODUCnON. 


DURING  the  sojoum  ofour  brave  military 
coQntrymen  in  Spain,  in  the  course  of  tbe 
last  war,  many  a  female  heart  owned  the 
potent  influence  bf  British  heroism .  united  to 
British  graccs.  Donna  Catalina  de  Ximenes 
was  onc  of  those  fair  and  grateful  Iherians 
who  rewarded  with  their  purity,  loveliness, 
and  wealtti,  the  brave  youngEnglishmen  who 
had  defended  and  preserved  them. 

We  shall  not,  in  humble  Imitation  of  scve- 
ral  novelists  and  romance  writers  of  our  ac- 
quaintance,  attend  the  beatitiful  Spanish  bride 
through  all  the"hair-breadth  scapes,"  "  and 
tnoving  accidents  by  flood  and  ficld,"  through 
which  she  followed  the  chosen  of  her  heart 


lo  hisnative  Und;  suffice   it  to  be  here  re- 
cordcd,  tbat  Donna  Catalina,  the  only  child 
of  a  Tounger  branch  o(  the  Ulustrious  house 
of  De  Ximeiies,  mu    an   orphan  heireaa  of 
twenty-Üiree,  with  a  inuderate  fortune  entirely 
at  her  own  disposal,  and  ihat,  previously  to 
tlie  final   breakiog-  out  ol*  Ihc  troubles  of  her 
couniry.shchttd  tTansffiTcd  several  thonsand 
pistoles  (the   portable  form  into  wbich  she  | 
had   prudeotly  converted   her  esta(e)  to  ths  | 
carc  of  an  old  and   fricndly  agent  and  cor- 
respondent  of  her  fainily,  a   certaiu  rieh  and 
tmslworthy  Je>w  merchant,  long  resident  in 
BnrySlrecl.St.  Mary  Axe.    HerlovedCliftoil  | 
had   been  serionsly   wounded   previously  to 
the  departaro   of  bis  ref^iment   from    Spaia; 
bnt,  once  landed  on  tlie  sainbrtous  sbores  of  | 
England,  rocked  in  tbe  lenient  arms  of  lov«  j 
and  pcace,  he  soon  regained  bis  bealtb,  anü, 
parchasiDg  a   neat  little  domum  embosomeil  I 
amidsl  the  rieh  corn-tields,  hop-i^onnds,  and  -i 
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clierry-gardens,  of  his  nattve  Kent,  quietly 
sat  down  to  rcar  a  band  of  youn^  recnüts 
against  tbe  oext  war. 

Therewas,  among  the  Utile  baggagewhicli 
Uünaa  Catalina  had  broüglit  witb  her  to 
England,  an  uld  painling  in  oil-colours,  re- 
specting  the  sofety  and  perfect  preservation 
of  wliicbslie  had  evinced  much  anxiety  and 
concern;  indeed,  iiext  to  tiie  miniatares  und 
tbe  kair  of  her  pareots,  it  mi^hl  have  been 
coDSidered  as  tbe  inost  dearly  estimatcd  of 
all  tbe  few  rclics  of  tier  patcmal  home  wbicb 
the  still  cherisUed.  On  her  atrival  in  Lon- 
don, sbe  bad  commissionod  her  lovcr-like 
husband,  who  yet  doated  on  h^r  very  com- 
mands,  to  havo  it  carel'uUy  unpaclLed.clean- 
ed,  repaired,  and  placed  in  a  new  and  mas- 
sive gilt  frame,  partaking,  by  tbe  »tylc  of  ita 
saperiorly-carvcd  syinbolical  decoralions,  in 
tbe  blended  cbaracters  of  antiquity  and  af^ 
fliction   which  sUongly   and  awfnily   dttittn- 


^Uhed  tlie  heart-imrroning  siibject  it  was 
ctestined  tu  enclose. 

Tliiii  picture  had  becn,  at  tlieir  first  settle- 
inent  in  Kent,  hung  in  a  small  boadoir  ad- 
joiniug  Donna  Catalina'»;  bed-cliamber,  in 
whicb  wi3re,  besides,  arronged  a  variety  of 
somewhat  beterogpneous  luatlcrs; — a  large 
süver  crucifix,  and  her  Clifton's  plumed 
beim  and  warlike  weapons,  on  wbich  she 
still  loved  to  gaze ;  some  peaeilr  shelves 
with  books;  vases  of  flowers;  Clifton's  ante ; 
her  own  barp,  and  embroidcry  frame  ;  and, 
aatinie  advanced,  tbc  rocking-horse  of  her 
eldest  boy,  and  tlie  swiiiging-bed  of  her 
youngesl,  were  frequent  additiona  to  the 
inultifarious  collectiou. 

Here,  tvhon  accompanied  by  her  hasband 
and  children,  would  Donna  Catalina  otten 
fcnce  in  sport,  or  read  in  serioasness ;  play 
to  or  with  her  eldest  boy,  or  nurse  her 
youngest ;  and  here,  also,  wben   tbc  partner 
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iiJ'  her  ijays  and  llie  plctlges  ol'  liis  loye  were 
ubseiil,  would  -sfie  somctimcs  teflect,  remeu- 
ber,  and  pray,  but  ocver  regret  Ibat  heart- 
influeoccd  choice  whicb  bad  condcinncd  her 
to  pray  ahne. 

More  tban  Ibur  ycars  bad  now  elapsed 
UDce  Ihe  celebraüou  of  Oouaa  Cataliaa's 
bappy  DUptiaU,  during  whicb  (to  tlie  teuder 
pair  sccmiogly  short)  period,  her  busband 
had  oüen  asked  ber  if  sbe  was  oonversaut 
with  tbe  particularä  of  tbe  melaucboly  cir- 
cumstanco  which  bct  veiierated  picturc  so  ex- 
ptesHivcly  delineated:  totbose  qitestiouä  she 
had  always  aoawered  in  the  affinnative;  but, 
wheo  still  larlber  pressed  for  a  partlcipation 
of  ber  knowledgc,  would  evermore  return 
«ome  widc  or  evasivereply;  tili  once,  baving 
been  m^ie  tban  ordiaarily  urged  to  commu- 
DJcatc.  Doona  CataliDa  thus  addressed  her 
ioquisilive  husbaiid : — 

"The   slory   aonexcd   to   yon   expressive 
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1  is,  my  love,  an  old  and  a  slraDg«,  1 
one,  aiid  is  bcside,  tboughperbaps  nol  q 
loDg  cQOugh  to  sorve  tbe  purpose  of  wbiliiM 
away  tbe  lisüessness  of  an  Indiaii  sum 
or  tbe  tcdium  of  a  Lapland  wloter,  siHl 
mi/ judgmcnt,  far  too  continuous  as  wel 
impoTtant  to  bc  thrown   away   opon  a  coji 
temner    of  romance    lUte    yoarself.      Yo 
cbildreD,  wbo  buve  a  liltle  Spaoish  blood  i 
their  veins,  may  perbapSi  if  Ihey  and  /  I 
long   cnough,  appreciate  its   merits   bette^£i 
you,  iny  luved  master,  a  mere  matter  of  p 
babilitymercbant,  are  (nay,  you  caiinotdc 
it)  an  utter  sceptic  to  all  romantjc  relationf 
While  on  the  uppoeite  side  of  tbe  qaeslioUM 
what  Old  Verdun  the  rhyming  butler,  inyotir  J 
play  of  Lovers'    Vows,  says  of  bis   poet^,j^ 
/  aver  of  my  Legends,  tbat  tbey  are  all  tnie:- 
the  iuformatton  you  demaud  might  thcrefoi:& 
pcrhaps,  lead  to  tbe  first  arg:utnent  betwei^  J 
US,  in  whicb  I  havc  ever  maüitained,  a  pre^^J 


d^cidedaud  ultimatcly  contradictory  opinio» 
b)  your  betfer  judgmcnt." 

Cliflon,  OD  Ihese  occasions,  always  yielded 
itoit  triumpb  to  bis  fair  and  playful  tor- 
-i^Dtress  (wbo,  to  owu  thc  ^bolc  tnitb,  did 
l6Vc  a  litfle  of  the  marvcllous),  which  be 
coald  but  acktiowlcdge  sho  had  tairlywoo, 
fiince  numerouti  bad  been  bis  satiric  sallie» 
against  her  faTOtirite  taste ;  he  was  therefurc 
always  not  only  easily  sUenced,  but  also  ge- 
ncrally  contrived  to  appear  at  least  thoroughly 
mortified  at  the  success  ol'hcr  retorts,  though, 
indeed,  hia  curiosity  was  in  somc  little  de- 

:o  whetted  by  the  cmbargo   thus  imposed 
on  it,  and  be  seldom  faüed  to  takc  tho  ad- 
vantage  of  any  hour  of  peculiar  amcnity  in 
bis  Catalioa,  to  again  recur  to  the  desired   ' 
history  ofthe  Famt/^  Picture.  "  '  "" 

It   was  one  of  the  lovcli«st  May'iboilW 
thatever  rose,  wbich  shod  its  silver  beiuii^"' 
into  tbe  little  boudoir,  and  lent  their  faiiy"' 
KS 
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.shadowings  to  thc  Singular  painting  wbich 
hung  füll  beforc  tbem,  whea  Donna  Catalina 
(her  waist  encircled  by  her  loved  hasband's 
ano,  whüe  one  of  her's  entwincd  bis  neck, 
her  cheek  rested  against  bis,  and  hermarried 
band  cnclosed  in  that  wbich  had  made  ber 
1  for  ever)  at  last  consented  to  render 
to  bis  renewed  intercession  tbat  coußdence  _ 
wbich  her  playful  revenge  had  so  lal 
denied. 


THE     FAMILY     PICTURE.             1 

PART    I.                                 U 

In  HIl;  in  Toalh.  thy  hearl,  thy  htnd,  wen  miae;                 H 
Nor  rcits  my  (oul  in  death  tili  loin'd  by  Ihine.                        fl 

XhC     antient     and     noble     families     of          H 
i)e  Medina  and  ße  Ximenes  were,"  said  she,          H 
"  for  agcs  thc  most  devotod  friends :  frequent          ^| 
intcrmarriagea  liad  indeed,  in  forraer  genera-          ^ 
tions,  frcqucDtly  mingled  Ihe  slreams  of  thcir 
illnslrious  btood;  whcn  two  morc  f'airscions 
from  thoMc  same  timc-honoared  Stocks  prc-          H 

pared  to  imitate  tbecnstom  and  almost nahiie-  ■ 
saDctioucd  usage  ol'  tbeir  predcccssors,  bf  I 
twiiiiog  in  indissolublc  boiids  tbeir  mar-  I 
riageablc  branches:  tbcsc  werc,  Don  Carlot  ] 
de  Medina,  and  Donna  Eslella  de  Xinune^  | 
Für  several  years  past,  most  of  the  famil;] 
ol'  De  Ximenes  had  dicd  uDÜniely,  eitbal 
in  carly  youtb,  ot  manhood's  ripeoed  prime,: 
the  tbcQ  Count  do  Ximencs  was,  bowevc^  I 
a  fortunatc  cxception  (o  the  fatalUy  wbicfll 
had  fioloEu;  dcvastntod  bis  line,  tot,  he  badi 
alrcady  drsccnded  into  tbe  valo  of  year?,:  1 
bis  only  aod  dcarly-prizod  sqq,  top,  tifß  ifj^fTm 
of  bis  proiid  iiamc  aüd  fortuues,  the  hanj- 1 
some,  gallant,  and  accomplishcd  Don  A(-. 
phonso,  gave  every  protniss  of  longevitj!«  .j 
whicb  a  Constitution  the  most  vigorogs  ao^l 
a  formation  tbe  most  perfect  could  bestow.  1 
JpjNi  Carlos  and  Estella  wcrc  botb  youngerl 
cUJdrcn  of  their  respoctive  fainiljcs;  bothl 
^9|iely,  yiUuous,  lieeling,  gcncrousj  and  cq-  I 


mantic,  tbeir  mutual  passion  had  morc  of  ce- 
leätialthaD  human  ardour:  they  had  scarccty 
reached  maturity,  erc  tbeir  («aderncss  re- 
'ceived  Ihc  sanction  of  paternal  blessings; 
biit  botb  had  previoasly  vowed,  betöre  thc 
bacred  cnicifix,  to  iive  eitber  for  love  and 
Yor  each  othcr,  or  sundered  to  tread  only  de- 
votioD  aud  aosterity'sbrambled  path  towards 
that  baurn,  wherc  the  pilgrims  of  mortality 
'at  last  rest  together, 

'  Don  Carlos  wa^  little  more  than  eigbteen 
wben  be  eamestly  pressed  bis  own  fatber 
'änd  the  Count  de  Ximenes  to  consent  to  bis 
^oion  witli  tbe  innoccnt  and  lovely  Gstella, 
then  nearly  two  years  yonngcr  than  himself ; 
fbc  correspondent  wisbes  of  the  stlent  asd 
dccply  modestmaid  were  ovidently  expressed 
iD  her  quickly  varying  blusbes  and  tbe  down- 
ward  gaze  of  her  lustrous  eyes,  whicb  shot 
their  sunny  glances  upOD  a  bosom  fairer  than 
Alpine  snows,  but  not,  alas!  as  frigid.    The 


l>ukc  (lo  Metliita,  wbu  wasthe  faappy  l'dlfaer  J 
i>f  three  sons,  absolutely  repelied  the  idea  1 
of  an  Union  so  prcmature.  Tbe  Count  1 
do  Ximenoa  was  eveu  more  decided  in  faü  I 
objcction  to  this  desired  sacrifice  to  adole»-  | 
cont  pasaion ;  aud  it  was,  by  tbe  beads  i^  I 
both  farailies,  irrevocably  dctcrmincd  that  1 
Don  Citrlos  should  make  the  tour  of  Eurupe 
Tor  Üirec  yoars,  crc  he  might  rctum  to  clai 
Ibo  band  o(  bis  bctrothed  EstelJa.  Bat  j 
love,  iniperiotis,  omnipotent  love,  smiied  ! 
al  tbe  puny  nutborily  bis  will  opposcd,  and  ] 
power  dcfied. 

The   yonng;    lovers   were  frequenlly  per- 
(iiitlrd  to  pass  wbolc   hours  togelber   in  prf- 
valt>,  nnd  fnr  Ihc  last  days  of  Don  Carloä'g  j 
8tay    in    Madrid,    tbose   delictous  iutervals  J 
wcTT  raibor  auj^meated  tban  abridged.     Oa  | 
ttH>ir   first  interview,    afler   the   decided  re- 
koIvcs  vf  iht'iT  fathcrs  had  bccn  promul^ted, 
Don  rarlus  assnrcd  hls  Estclla  the  tornicnts  1 


I 


hiä  hcart cndurcd  at  Üic  glootny  prospcct  r>l 
Ihcirapproaching  long  Separation  could  oiily 
be  mitigated  by  tho  immediate  possessioD  ot' 
her  band,  to  wbicb  be  implored  ber  to  give 
him  the  pnre,  Üie  sacred,  title  of  a  husband's 
claiin,  Estella,  who  lovcd  with  less  of  seose, 
liut  perbaps  cveo  more  of  fervency,  at  first 
rcsisted,  witb  all  the  unequal  combat  of  duty 
and  self-devofedness,  the  still  more  sacred 
remoostranrcs  of  pity,  aOectioa,  andnaturo; 
but  tbe  fixed  aud  gloomy  despair  whicb  her 
dcaial  paiDted  on  the  finc,  decidcd,  and  nie- 
lancholy  brow  of  ber  lover;  bis  oatbed  re- 
solve,  wbich  he  now  first  communicafcd, 
iiever  to  obey  hie  stcrn  fathcr's  uiaadate  of 
departure,  but  in  a  charactcr  which  placed 
tbe  possibility  of  acctdent  or  time's  sabvert- 
iuK  tbcir  promised  alHaucc  out  of  the  ques- 
tion,  overpowered  with  resistless  sway  at 
oncc  the  strcngtb  of  her  argumcDt»  and  rc- 
solvets;  äbc  yicldcd   to   the   impdssioDcd  rc- 


There 


•aa  i 


der  h.1,  '"'"• 


priest,  ivbo  kaevr  tbem  but  »a  biimUc  cjli- 
zeos,  thc  sanctiou  of  religton  lo  enjoy  oll  ol' 
complete  felicity  wliicb  naturc  bas  alloUcd  (o 
the  attainment  of  poor  hniuaaity.  Tbeir 
retam  to  the  abode  of  the  young  bride  was 
eflected  with  tbc  same  successful  sccresy  tliat 
had  attended  her  egross,  and  Estella  coa- 
cealed  in  her  bosom  of  trutb  the  golden  em- 
blem  of  eternal  union. 

"£stella,  my  love,  my  wife!"  said  Ood 
Carlos,  on  the  last  night  of  his  stay  \a  Ma- 
drid, "  farewell !  If  in  this  world  we  aro 
d«5tined  never  again  to  tncct,  yct  be  assuwd 
Uiat  in  this  world  I  will  ncvcr  forgctyoa; 
and  if  I  am  callcd  from  it  before  you,  even 
then,  my  souI  imperatively  teils  mc  its  renü- 
aiscences  can  never  cease  to  dwell  apon  the 
object  of  its  eartbly  prefcrcnce,  nor  com- 
pletely  cnjoy  cven  beatitudc,  tili  couipa- 
nioned  by  thine." 

Soon   after,  amidst  hhowcrs   of   brscdic- 
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tioas  from  both  ramilics,  tbc  youn;  caTalier 
took  bis  public  leave  o(  bis  Estella :  Ihen 
was  a  cbil]  colder  tban  ice  od  bis  pallid  and 
qtiiveriog  lips,  as  be  pressed  them  to  her 
trombÜD;  band :  tbere  was  a  statue-likc 
expressioD  of  dcspair  moulded  od  ber  closed 
aod  immovablc  ones,  wbicb  said,  io  sileoce, 
"  Wc  sball  meet  witb  a  smile  no  more." 

Don  Carlos  bad  scarcely  boen  two  monUis 

absent,  wbcn    Estella  becamc   conscioiu  to 

tho    Symptoms    of   iDcipient    matcrnily:  lu 

attciupt  to  describc  her  horrible  alarm  and 

„   surpnsc  at  this  most  consequent  yct  hithetto 

totally  uncontcmplated  incidcnt,  would  bc  a 

,    Kurccsslcss  cfTort.     Tbe  ürst  impuise  ofbcr 

I,    mtod,  aller  it   had   parüally  recovcred  from 

i ,  Ihe  ovcrwhelming  shock  it  had  received  from 

(,  tbe   uufortunatc   discovcry,  was  to  fly  from 

iii.  thcdroad  prcscoce  of  ber  father  to  tbe  arms 

iM-of  bor  busband;  but  her  only  confidant  and 

I.   roUHBcllor,   Tcrczii,  advised    ihat,  erc    tliis 


desporatc  stcp  was  rcsortcd  to,  she  should 
apprisc  Don  Carlos  of  her  Situation,  and 
subtnit  the  plan  of  her  future  conduct,  cither 
as  to  flight  or  confession,  to  the  dccision 
of  him,  wbo  had  now  becomc  the  master 
of  her  fatc.  This  counsel,  moro  discreet 
than  might  havc  treen  expected  frora  one, 
wbose  late  rash  compliances  and  approval 
had  certainly  aided  the  error  of  her  lady, 
was  adopted  by  the  dow  wretched  EstcUa ; 
bot,  owing  to  tbe  erratic  course  of  her  lovcd 
hosband's  wanderings,  or  some  other  cause, 
tbat  momentous  Ictter  ncver  reached  bi9 
hands. 

About  this  tüne,  tbe  brother  of  Eslella,  tbe 
gallant  Don  Alphonso  de  Xiinenes,  returned 
from  a  fout  of  pleasure  to  France,  on  which 
be  had  been  absenl  some  months,  lo  Madrid : 
previoasly  to  bis  departurc  from  Spain,  hiä 
vons  had  been  pledgcd  to  the  bcautifui 
Donna  Seraphina,  daughter  of  the  Duke  de 


Iiifantado,  and  bc  fiad  deparied  Tor  Pnac^ 
ble8s«d  with  tbe  promise  of  receiriiig  ber 
band  itnmotliatcly  on  bis  rotnra  to  bis  natire  J 
cMintry :  but  a  beart-wringilig  disappoint- '  1 
ment  airaih^d  hiin.  During  liis  abs^nce;  tbe"  I 
Dake  de  liiruatado'a  heir,  thc  brotfacr  tft*  I 
Soraphiaa,  bad  diod  suddenly,  in  cods6-  I 
quence  of  a  fall  from  bis  hors»  wblle  huat-  I 
ing,  and  bis  fair  sittter  immediatcly  became  '  1 
(as  tfae  presumptive  heiress  of  her  ftuoily)  I 
tbe  cynosure,  to  whicb  the  eyes  of  all  tbo  '  I 
prbudest  youuguobility  of  Ibe  Spanishcourt  '  1 
w0re  directed.  I 

Hitherto,  Ifac  attciitious  of  Don  Alphonso,  '  I 
tbe  beir  of  tbo  Connt  de  Ximenes,  Itad  been  I 
receired  by  Soraphinu  as  an  honourin^  dis-  ''■ 
tinctinn  paid  by  thc  expcctant  of  a  weallby  '  I 
and  bonourable  title  to  a  high-born  indecd,  '  I 
but  Dcarly  portionleas  lady,  whoae  beaaty,  if  ■ 
not  appreciated  and  engrafted  by  some  U\u3-  ''"1 
trions  alliancc,  was  doomcd  lo  wither  within      I 


thecold  cloister's  pale.  Now  the  uoex-pecl- 
ed  ohauge  in  her  tbrtunes  elevated  with  them- 
aelves  not  only  her  futfacr's  views  but  har 
own :  love,  Iq  her  insensate  heart,  rei^ed 
oaly  second  to  iotcrest  and  ambition;  and 
OonAlphoDäo'sformerly  acceptable  aadDOW 
reocwed  suit  was  repulsed  by  both  tather 
aad  daughter,  and  tbat  so  decidedly  and  so 
publicly,  Lhat  J)oa  Philip,  the  presamptive 
lieic  of  the  Duke  de  Mediua,  was  eaoou> 
raged  to  step  lorward  as  a  candidate  for  the 
rescindcd  vowa  of  tlie  beautiful  ingrate ;  and  . 
some  highly  Üattering  encouragement  giveo 
to  bis  devoirs  at  a  splendid  buU-fight  whioh 
8000  aOer  occurred,  both  by  the  Duke  her 
pareot  and  herself,  so  inspirited  his  passion, 
that,  utterly  quitting  sight  oi'  the  antient  and 
blood-cemeoted  friendsbip  ot  his  house  with  , 
that  of  the  iasulted  DcXimeneSibcinstanÜy,  ., 
with  the  füll  acquiescence  of  the  Duke  his  , 
father,  made  formal  overtures  for  the  band  of 


the  illiutrious  heiress  of  De  Infanlaflo,  and.,  | 
was  accepted. 

From  the  moment  this  lact  was  mcontrj)- 
vertibly  and  pultlicly  ascertained,  the  amity 
ot'tholong-uiiited  ramiliesofDeXimeacsand  .  I 
Do  Medina  expircd ;  and  a  biack  and  fatal.  I 
cnmity  between  all  their  respective  members 
succeeded  to  it,  save  ia  tlio  breasts  of  twQ  - 
young    and    guiltless    uafortUDates,    whose 
luves  calamity  was  dcstJncd  to  darkea,  but 
ncver  to  disjoin. 

Tlie  temper  of  Doa  AJpbonso  de  Ximeaea 
was  not  constiluted  to  brouk  wiüi  paüence 
and  forg^ivcnesäthesucccssof  hisungenerous 
rival:  he  challenged  youDg  Medina,  thirsling 
to  bathe  bis  rcscutment  and  reveuge  in  the 
Streaming  blood  of  hiä  love  and  fortiine- 
favoured  adveraary;  bat  it  was  ordained 
that  success  should  hang  upon  tbc  sword  as 
well  ae  the  addcesses  of  Don  Philip,  and  he 
pluDged  bis  well-directed  weapon  deep  into 


1^ 

the  beart  of  bis  unconscious  brother-io-law, 
wbo  fei)  at  bis  fcet  a  corpse. 

As  the  unfortUDate  Don  Alphooso  was  iii- 
contestably  provcd  to  bave  been  tbe  cbal- 
lenger,  and  as  it  was  also  l'ully  ascertained 
tbat  tbe  Count  de  Ximeoes,  bis  fatber,  bad 
not  only  beea  bis  confidaut  oo  tbat  dread- 
ful  occasion,  but  also  even  acted  as  bis 
second  in  the  desired  sanguinary  vcDgeance 
on  tbe  son  of  thcir  antieot  frieod,  tbe  King's 
seo(«nce  against  tbe  youag  De  Medina,  for 
accepting  the  challenge,  was  mitigated  to 
only  a  temporary  exile  from  the  court;  while 
tbe  despairiog  son-bereaved  Cotmt  was  con- 
demned  to  perpetual  banisbment  to  a  distant 
estate,  situated  near  the  sea  coast,  for  tbe 
remaiDder  of  his  days. 


tuy  }(crDo  br  üs  panishmetit,  thc  Count  d()^  1 
muMlrd  from  tbe  now  hope-descrtcd  festWlÄ  | 
vow  th»t  she  woold  Dpver  marry  -wilh' th 
broUitr  of  tum  «fao  had  shod  tbc  btoodof  ber*^] 
and  tbKt  sbc  would  phick  bis  mptnory  frotnMrfl 
brart  for  rvcr.      I(  was  not  n  selfishcatft'W 
hri  dfln  sM-urit>-  Uia(  se&Ied  the  lips  of  EstelAl 
apon  tbc  sabjcct  of  that  inwociiMe  t 
mctit  ff birh  prrcindcd  tbe  possibilR; ' oFM 
obr-dkoce ;   it  n&s   not  lovc  for  tbe  biim 
which  ttln>«dj-  sermed  to  Inip  from  her  boi 
to  h^r  tip&,  to  depr«cale  thc  fatal  coofessioU;^ 
■M»  n*s  it.  at  tbal  soul>harrowmg  momen^ 
0r«n  care  for  tbe  safe<y  and  rotore  happnless 
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of  her  adored  Carlos  ihat  cliecked  it: — Not 
it  was  filial  lovc,  ülial  pily,  whicti  barred 
witbadamantinefii^ger.ti^'a^h-palelips.  She 
could  DOt,  by  ihc  acknowledgmeDt  of  her 
rasb  and  lata)  afflance,  add  to  the  already 
lupportable  aoguish  of  her  wretched  parent : 
Ihere  was  a  black,  a  tcarless  fury  iniprinted 
Oll  Üifi  boart,  aud  reüected  back  to  tbc  vis^igc 
,of|ih9  (^Qot  de  Ximencs,  wliich  thrcatened 
«.reveugc  only  Icss  mighly  than  his  üorrows, 
lesa:  boundlofis  tlian  bis  deapair.  He  dre^ 
,bi8  ßpigaaid,  and  apraug  upoQ  his  hcsUatifig 
,aiid  trcmblin);  child,  wbo,  ^ricving  morefor 
büu  tban  alarmed  for  hersclf,  most  rcluctant- 
ly  ,acccdcd  tbe  dcsired  oath,  that  Iter  Aot^ 
it/imld  never  be  giveit  in  marriage  lafff^ 
Carlos,  ort  bis  reliirn  to  Spain ;  but  addf^^ 
,tbat  to  etTacc  bis  Image  from  ber  bearf,  g^xfä 
■  Ü*9i  boait'^  jäUegianco  from  its  first  and  «n^ 
MlSr-!^iftfrfmW*¥^^7^9A  *«»  power  to 
,i..J*Wm.-.,i  ,„■(..-■?       ■    ..      ■■ 
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Tlie  Spiritual  Direclor  of  the  Couiit  aud 
bis  fainily,  Father  Ckerubino,  cntercd  at  Ihe 
cooclusion  of  tbis  acene,  aod  well  was  it  for 
Efitella  tiial  hiä  eye  of  grace  aad  preseuce  oi 
aanctity  were  penoitted  to  prove  the  guar- 
diass  of  her  otherwise  prccarioua  safety :  he 
was  a  man  of  stroDg  but  calm  and  uaaflect- 
ed  piety,  of  wann  aud  leiider  leelings,  and 
pure  and  unadulterated  principles,  and  had 
long  uince,  at  iin  uge  wheo  the  bloud  ruiis 
high,  choseu  to  turn  away  from  all  the  invi- 
tationa  to  worldly  deliglits  whicli  a  sanguine 
vonstitutioQ  and  an  alQuent  fortuue  oÖ'ered, 
to  BCive  bis  Maker  in  Ihat  modc  which  the 
tenetü  he  had  been  educated  in  taught  bim 
tu  couceivc  tho  most  acceptable.  Father 
Cherubino  befaeld  the  desperate  fury  with 
whicb  tho  denpairing  father  rcgarded  bis 
equally  despairingchild;  he  judged, too,  that 
her  heart  coocealed  a  thoosand-fold  niore 
aiigui-sh  iban  her  limorous  tonguc  avowed^ 


He  prevaiied  on  Uie  Count  to  pcrmit  her  to 
retire;  and  ttieo  represented  to  him,  thnt  Ute 
weight  of  his  own  calaniitics  and  bcreave- 
ments  onght  not  to  rcadcr  him  savagcly  in- 
sensible to  thc  miserics  tvith  wbicb  tbe  Barne 
calamtties  and  bercavcmeDts  had  overwhelm- 
ed  his  lovely  daugbtt^r. 

"Buta  fcw  weeks  since,"  said  the  good 
monk,  "you,  my  son,  yoursclf  gloried  in, 
eocouraged,  aad  soagbt  by  all  possible 
lueans  to  boighten,  tbosc  very  sentimeDts 
whicb  aotr  so  unreasooably  ofl'end  you, 
whieh  novr  you  so  uufeelingly  condemn. 
Keitlier  your  geutle  daugbtcr  nor  tbe  unrortu- 
nate  Carloa  bavu  committed  aught  wby  their 
entwiued  bearta  ahould  bc  thuä  miscrably 
pluckcd  asundef :  but  if  tlie  tsccds  ol'  hatc, 
Qtalevolencc,  and  revcnge,  permitted  by  tbe 
jVlmighty  for  the  cliastisetncnt  of  sinful  man 
lo  t>o  scattorcd  ovcr  thc  face  of  ualare, 
musl    corrupt  aud  ovcrgrow  Uie  fruiUs  ol 


I«wa,  kindDOttSt  and  forgivenca»;  rih  hatiicd 
mmit  sCill  b«^t  holrcd,  nnd  veD|Kaiic»titai 
cniD  hidoouslikeness  ;  atlcast  lot  tlioiwurr. 
ceAt  socriticDs  to  tbelr  bloody  altar»  Jjo 
ttealcd  with  all  the  lenily  and  contädexalwa 
tliat  circwnsUtices  will  pertnit.  £steU«|i»fk: 
j«st  vowed  DCTcr  to  join  her  band  iii  mttma^f». 
viMl  hör  noble,  her  affiaeced,  bcr  ^iHIesft/ 
lovor,  bccause  bis  brolber  bas5hedUia,l)lQod. 
olher's :  in  Ibat  promise alono  is  bligbted  ftld 
tb«  Summer  liopce  of  her  opouing  ycar?,  jt^ . 
onc«:  would  you  also  de^nvo  her  ot.^f], 
recoUecHon  Üiat  she  has,  at  least,  oncc  ^f^^ 
bl«8t1  Thai  is  likepuUing  ont  tbc  cj^^^i, 
an  oppreüscd  suficicr,  aud  then  coadcm^iog,! 
yuur  victim  to  new  torturos,  otdy  bocjuij^ , 
frtcodly  m«mory,  taking  the  place  «f  «a^Üni , , 
guished  er^bl,  will  still  in  eome  musiiigmo-ji 
nt«at  prc«eot  the  primiosod  piain  oftt^p^lfl^,, 
b.-t]iptness  on  wliicb  his  riJkd  otbs'ufi  y^VW'i 
niay<nevrr,  ncvordwcll  ag^p." 
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'  Tbd'Guunt  nai<^  sileiiOed  and'iiwc^,  hnt^ 

neitheTiiinäDoncOd  noT  convinced,'  by  Ibe 

HKPOÜiil  rpmODStrances  oi'  tfae  holy  mdn :  yet 

w«b  nolbis  ar^trdry  fa«Brt  cootontwitb  Uie 

hfMWkiitfrf'he  had  ^ämedj     He  impriboned ' 

bj«'äft^g1MEfr  inadrearanddesotätomansiA«,' 

c)d)äd"th«'  ra«R  yif^rar  tblsedlflce,  whiek' 

wts'dr  anterior  antiqUity'to  tfaecoetloi'  Wto' 

slluat^d^thc  Qtmost  vcr^e  of  the  domain^'i 

aWd  W*(JJ,  beside,  a  place  whose  teast  liom*»' 

c^äiite'd  in  !ts  gloom,   ila  lotielin^ss,   it^ ' 

damps,  and  dccay;  since  it  was  also,  by  old 

tMäftion,  affiruitd  to  be  the  bftont  of  beings 

I  talwitrthly  and  nnholy.    Thcrc,  atte« Jcd  oiil^'' 

I  hj/'htr  Ontana  fwhose  love  and  pity  tmbat' 

cHargc  could  )iIone  have  mastercd  the  barrttra 

of  HdpcrslidoD),  and  adumb  butsigi)t)y  and- 

healttiy  ^peasant  girl,  whosc  almost  complelo 

i  lAotcy  defended  b«r  from  fears  thenattiro" 

t  6f  Vfhich  shc  could  not  compretiend,  did  hör 

Istcm  t'athcr    command    Estolla  lo  remuhi, " 


tkevex  agaio  to  see  bis  l'ace,  UU  stie  could 
meet  his  curse«  of  all  tbe  dete6t«(l  Tace  of  De 
MetJina,  wUh  cUTses  deep,  unmitigatod,  «nd 
revcngelul  as  bis  owa  ;  of>  tili  sl^  bad/work- 
ed  a  picc«  of  tapesUy,  Ih«  eabjcct  of  .whicb 
be  had  pieviously  causcd  a  famou»  arM^sit  to 
dcsign:  this  tapesUy  wa»  to  represent,  ifl  | 
ßgorcä  lacgc  as  reality,  Üie  l'atal  duel  ol'  bei 
biothcr  and  De  Mediua,  wbose  sbüiiog  sloel 
tbc  sister's  hundy  work  was  aow  a  secoud 
Üme  to  inficrt  iu  tbe  resembled  bosom.ol'  her 

.(Hiyther. 

1 1  f,  „Yet  was  EstelU  b^ppior,  Qu  tuippier,.at)der 

,  ,t^s  fearful  dooiu  of  her  fallier's,  thauitiUBan 
iDiifid,  that  oever  knew  sucb  nugbjLy  ills  as 
.jtfit'^  cao  ücao  of  j  for  bcr  slight,  and  ,^yjlph- 

, ^e  form  was  bourly  eular^u^ing,  apd,,6be 
migbt  now  hide  her  alte^cd  ögiue  fiomhis 
pieicing  eycs,  aod  Ihusc  ol  all  save  that 
Bcing  who,  sh©  was  sure,  would  pity,  wttom 
shc  hopcd  niight  a»sist  her :  tht  Icrras,  too. 
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'f>f  ber  dnrauce  rang:  Hke  a  peal  of'ftBlcl 
'  hannony  in  her  eare.  "  Welcome  \  welodtoe 
'  my  last  Uving  home,  my  last  living  empTby- 
kneut !"  she  joyfuUy  exciaimed,  as  sho  ?ur- 
veyedber  allotted  lask;  "Estella'sfoTmstiall 
'  haTO  tnoaldcred  to  its  original  nothingness, 
Cstclia's  6oul  shall  hnvo  Sed  to  await'  the 
auditof  lliin  IVom  whoni  itisdcrivcd;  wbilst 
'  thou,  seaseicss  tvoof,  will  still  remain  thein- 
"complelc  memetito  ot'  a  falhcr's  coHipläted 
"seniflnce."  "'' 

For  hours  wouid  she  sit  with  eycfl  of  curc- 

'  less,  tearlcss  anf<;uish  rivetted  on  the  well- 

■  resembled  features  of    ber   timcless  pM^d 

'  brotber,  and,  slower  eveii  than  Ibose  heftvy 

'  hanrs  of  her  mournful  imprisonment  seCtäed 

to  cirele,  did  her  relactatit  fingert  plytlJeir 

never-to-be  perfected  toil.  '  '-in 

The  timorous  terrors  of  the  good  düläiha, 

'  on  ßrsf  becoming  a  dweller  in  this  eviUre- 

'  ported  prison  hotisc.  gradually  snbtiMcd'iDtu 
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a'ScAtimcnl  soMpivfiat  rescmbliti^  sctuWf'." 
nii'llic'sligtitcstgTotindT'oralännft'öWyu'peK 
iiaüräl  cRnäes  bricnired;  'anä  she  woüTtl' 
sotÜetliÖes  sk^  lliaf^bcVefl!^' belie^ci(^ri{^' 
sWe^triess.lniniilily,  piety.aild  sorrows  ofn'er ' 
dear'  yoiing  lady  wen;  ichams  o(  poteof 
power  a^ainst  (he  visi(s  of  the  d^aldT/uid' 
thc  illusions  of  ttic  priiice  of  darkness.  | 

Taut  wlien  a  few  wecks'  of  (Iiis  glo'omy  ana 
monotonoira  incarccratfon  liad  rolled  Iicavily' 
away,  licr  cyes  begali  lo  rest  mtfi  alarmcfl" 
sarprisc  upon  (lie  rapid  incrcäse  of  Bgarc 
v/ifico  wäa  daily  s'cariting  tlie  roÜes  ofher 
lady ;  frcqucDt  loatliiof^s,  fainlliigs,  and' 0*1^6^ 
uhaccustonicdsyniptoms,  loo^  occilt'red';  and 
Estelia,  pcrceiviiig   tliat  her  real   sitaaiion" 
began  lö  De  suspected  by  Sigriora' Grefjoriti " 
considcrcd   that   her  longer   silcnce'   wOÖM*" 
to6  probahly  n-nder  her  virfue  liablc  tö  mis-    ^ 
co'risiriiction :   shc  ihcrcforc,  Tiaving  guartleä''! 
her  procioily  dcpoaif'us  'tonl'  aS^ft"^&*Äi!-''1 


her  clcsp|Pra^  ^ausc,  upon  tiio^  »ercy  o)(|fijjj| 
bf(fTtdl^  2(?i>crn((»(e.,  Signora  Grtigorfo^^ii 
ccif;c^l  l\eri  c^)nffi^sion  with  hoiror:  thp  ,iff^, 
stan^and  most  probably  fatal,  yengoaDfie  of 
tbc  Coun^,  üliotild  tliis  sf^cret  mect  liisknow- 
le^ge,  apiicaTcd  uiovitably  certaiii,  not  only 
to  Ihe  wretched  crcature  before  her,  and  the 
iipocent  wbo  yet  ibrmed  a  part  of  her  belog, 
bot  also  lo  her  own  impmdent  daiighlcr,  with 
wlios^  aidiDg  advicc  and  abetmcnt  ^ste{Ia 
had  but  tuo  fully  poäseescd  h«r. 

TbQ  dl 

Icss  Charge,  whom  shc  had  nourished  atber 
0)vn  bqsoni,  and  feit  a  fomale's,  nay  altnosf, 
indecd,  all  a  mothcrs  interest  in  her  fftp:, 
but  »he  feit  uot  fot  thc  safcty  of  Cs^lla 
alunc;  her  own  and  that  of  her  daughter 
was  connected  wUh  it ;  and  sinco  tbc  present 
possibilityof  cluding  thc  Coimt's  knowled^re 
of  Ihis  momcnlouä  circumslance  appcarcd  the 


truly  lovcd  her  tair  and  hEUk- 
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only  cliaiicc  or  avoiding  a  calamily  thctoost 
fearfut,  sbo  instunUy  not  ooly  promised  bef 
IrcmbliD^  charg^e  every  aid  and  assLstanca 
io  ber  power,  and  vowed  tlie  most  profouod 
and  devoted  secrecy,  bat  also  sot  her  brain 
lo  work,  to  Ibrm  arraiigemeuts  calculated  to 
cnsare  tbat  oblivion  she  was  so  oearly  io- 
(ercsted  in  desirini;.  The  obserTation  of  the 
dumb  idiot,  Luna,  she  tbought  it  possible  to 
evadc ;  but  to  cscape  the  picrcing  scnitiny  of 
Falber  Cherubiiio,  wfao  was  the  only  humao 
being  bcside  tbcmselves  permitted  to  look 
oih.  Estella  in  her  iuiprisontnent,  for  any  mach 
loD^r  pcriod,  slic  feit  would  he  impossible, 
But  Estella  silcncod  bcr  objections,  thougl^ 
not  her  fcars,  by  statiag,  tbat  it  waa  her  lixed 
rcsolve  to  makc  the  holy  man,  on  bis  next 
Visitation,  a  füll  cont'ession  of  her  private 
marriage  with  Don  Carlos,  and  its  conso* 
qnencos, 

Tbc  dreudfiil  tidin^  wcro  as  a  thuodcrbolt 


to  tlie  good  monk  :  Ifae  dcep  and  parental 
interest  with  which  he  regarded  the  eveiit, 
in  all  its  various  relaüons,  obstructed  for 
some  time  tJbe  calm  and  beaigD  flotving  ot' 
bis  attempered  passioas :  oDe  moment  de- 
nouncing  to  bis  kaecliag  pcnitent  beavcn's 
cuirse  OQ  ülial  dlüobediencC)  and  by  her  owii 
unfortiiuate  cxample  evidenciag  its  unerring 
jadgmcnüi,  he  denied  absolution  to  her 
i'aiilt;  but  tbe  neKt,  straming  her  to  bis  re- 
vereud  bosont,  ho  wept  tbe  lears  ol'  tendetest 
pity  over  her  beautitul  bead,  and  sUeuÜy 
wished  that  bor  baughty  and  unforgiviog 
latber'g  hcart  was  tender  ae  im  own.  Tbe 
Duke  de  Medina,  he  reäected,  possessed 
threc  soos,  wbilo  tbo  Count  de  Ximeues  had 
beeu  despoiled  of  hin  Single  bope,  bis  darUng 
beir;  but,  on  tbe  otfaer band,  siace  Eätella  was 
uow  bis  only  child,  migbt  not  her  oOsprini;, 
if  it  piuve4  a  male,  pasaib)ly  become.aU 
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lo    htm    (bat    A)phnA<)o    tmxl    liMn'fMnd'l 
strvo,  in  reoeiTJng  liSs  namo  Audi  IMü, 'fb  1 
fill  up  a  vacuum  so'  deeply,  se  dangcroiMlp 
Ksemted?  •■  ■        "     i 

>i4i  Sttll  tiie  renicmbranoc  ot'  tlie  bltrttd  u4iiiii 
nNo«Ud  flow  in  such  a  jouth's  veins'-woäii« 
(Icadly  impedimtinl  to  tho  eveii  iiua^nitt|r 
realizatioQ  ol'  thc  monk's  beiiignant  thcecf ; 
for,  could  hc  diire  to  hepe  that  thc  implaüablfe 
De  Xinaenes  coiild  erer  fordet  tl>»t  a  D« 
Mcdina  bad,  almost  witb  impunity,  destrojt 
flt]  tke  last  bope  of  hie  Dame,  or,  süH  les^ 
bß  Bppeased  for  the  injory,  because  a  relatiViC 
or  Ibe  homicidß  had  sprong  up  througb  dis- 
^{bedicnce,  tbroiigb  dedunce,  througb  blood] 
ttfclaim  so  proud,  6o  distinguished  a  &acj- 
cess^on?  Tbuä  meDtally  argaed  the  pcnetTfir 
tiVe  monk  for  bis  vindlcUve  patron ;  aad  Ihe 
final  result  of  bis  ruminations  was,  to  asc^i^ 
tain  the  ntalitr  and  the  sex  of  Uie  ex|tectei|i J 

iii.-iiij  ij.>ilt  1'.  .  V  iJ    'ill  i<JiJ'  l.jl  AliSit-t   ,r.lllii«  J 
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ipJiedge,ot.  a  «uMtt  uiAappy  cugagcuwmt,  «rc 
he  vcstured  to  liaüurd  a  disoloauKi  su  lim- 

{MWlantaad  so  dai^erous.      ;i'  1'  i 

Signora  Gregorio  was  thc  widow  of 'a'Svr- 
gMut  aodi'having  onoe  designed  to  inAke  tbe 
o batet rio  art  her  professioti,  bad,  dur)i>|;tho 
Ufe*tine  of  her  husband,  and  under  bis  espe- 
cikl  iOEtriictions,  made  it  bor  particalar  study : 
by  meaoa  of  this  so  providential  knovfiedgo 
«rf  her>,  thewife  of  Don  Carlos  w»s,  %¥ben 
Ute  hoar  of  Troman'a  most  fearfu)  yet  dcarest 
peril  arrivet),  snfiely  aidcd  in  her  sufTering«, 
and  spcedily  baiied  the  motbor  of  n  liealthfol 
and  lovely  boy.  Every  articie  nccessary  to 
tlieir  snpport,  and  even  Ihc  Inxuries  of  life, 
wWe,  bythe  Connt's  commands,  liberally  Süli- 
l^ljcdtotbe  prisonersby  twolacqncys,  alwäys 
sujperintended  !n  tbe  Performance  of  their 
daty  by  Signier  Caspar,  the  Couot's  conß- 
dential  secretary,  wlio  was,  on  those  occa- 
siuas,  entrusted  with  the  keys  of  their  prisoD, 
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fvhile  all  interior  Offices  and  Services  were 
performcd  by  the  idiot  Lnoa,  under  the  direo- 
lion  and  äuperintendence  of  (be  dueima,  ^ 
always  Ucreelf  roceived  the  provisions  and 
other  necessary  ardcles  from  the  servants, 
with  whom  the  idiot  was  pcrmittod  no  kind  of 
iatercoiirsG ;  nor  wer«  those  servants,  or  oveo  ' 
the  Hecretary  bimself,  over,  on  any  preienca 
or  occAsion,  knomi  to  peitetrate  beyond  the 
gallcry  dour,  at  which,  at  stated  inlervals 
only,  tbey  dischargcd  the  daty  allotted  to 
them. 

A  long  and  dreary  suite  of  upper  Chambers 
were  assigned  to  the  confinement  of  the  hap- 
less  EstcUa ;  those  were  all  so  constnicted 
as  to  open  only  into  each  other,  The  outer- 
moBt,  a  large  desolate^looking  anti-chamber, 
wu  coDstontly  kopt  locked,  and  otherwise 
secured  by  the  two  gaolers  on  the  ootside, 
and  oquaily  gaardod  by  the  femalo  prisonerx 
by  fastenin^u  n»  the  inner  one.     All  the  wid* 
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(Iowa,  wKk-h  vtorc  of  hnmense' '  fielght'  froin 
tho  gronnd,  wfrc  likewise  barricadoedf  witS ' 
massive  laltices  of  iron.  The  farthermosl 
apariro^iit  of  this  mnge  was  nsually  denomi- 
nated  ibeoriel  Chamber,  and  was  the  sleeping- 
pUce  allotted  to  theidiot  Lnna.  WheneveT 
FatherCherubinodesiredto  Visit  the  pHsÖner^' 
his  adnhisioB'  could  only  Ijc  effected  by  the 
expreas  permission  of  tfaeConnt  himself :  'tibe 
masGiTe  key  was  (bcn  appKed  to  the  ahtf-' 
chaimber  door,  and  the  pondnoiis  bars  whictf 
crossed  il  upHfted,  while  the  two  gaolers  re-' 
tnuintid  waiting  in  the  gaRery  tili  thecoii- 
ference  was  cnded;  when  the  barriers  be- 
twecD  Estella,  liberty,  and  hope,  were  again 
scmpalously  replaced. 

Eqnally   streng    and   well   foonded    wert'  ' 
the   fears  of  the   kind  duenna  and  reverend 
moi^,  Chat  the  cries  of  tbe  iofant  woald  pe- '' 
netmle  the  ears  of  these  attendänts;  bat  Pro- "' 
vidence  had  gifted  the  charming  habe  WiA 
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heaitfa  aod  good  bumour  so  nnvitiated  »ad  so 
perfcct,  and  babitndcs  so  placid  asd  so  re- 
gulär, that,  ascircling  weekä  were  added  to 
ila  little  life,  thcir  apprcbensions,  and  even 
those  nf  its  tendcr  and  erer  watchful  mother, 
werc  lulled  into  secnrity  :  yet  still  tbetr  inter- 
nal dilEciiltiea  were  extremely  formidable, 
for  it  had  proved  ulUmately  impossible  to 
bidc  from  tbe  idiot  Luoa  tbe  addition  thcir 
numbera  bad  rcceived.  From  the  warm  at- 
tacbment  tbis  poor  natural  bad  conccived  to 
tbe  amiable  Estella,  tbe  duenna  had,  Tor  tbe 
first  bour»  of  her  confinemeut,  found  it  ex- 
tremely difficult  to  restrain  lier  from  secking 
her  gentle  lady,  as  sbe  was  wont  to  do,  in 
the  solitudc  of  her  own  Chamber :  by  dtnt  of 
mach  paatomimic  discourse,  sbc  had,  atlast, 
been  apprized  that  Douoa  Estella  laboared 
uoder  a  severe  hoad-ach,  whicb  the  least 
soond  aggravated  to  iatcnsity  :  ihus  instract- 
cd,thc  idiot,  restricting  alniosl  her  own  respi-- 
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ration,  liad  lain  patiently  watching  for  bouTS 
at  Üie  door  of  the  apartmcnt  of  the  invalid ; 
l>ut  wbcn,  from  withinside,  Iier  ears  distin- 
guished  ncw  and  uacommon  sounds,  min- 
gled  with  the  loved  voice  of  her  angel  lady 
in  the  low  acceats  of  extreme  exhauation, 
sbe  would,  she  could,  contain  do  longer,  but, 
uttering  a  yellof  amazed  anguish,  burstinto 
tbe  Chamber,  and,  flying  to  the  bcd.nosooner 
saw,  than  she  snatched  and  devourcd,  with 
wild  and  raptuious  kissen  and  entbraces,  the 
new-bom. 

Signora  Gregorio  was  alarmed  at  hcrtrans- 
ports,  drcading  that  they  might  on  some  tntnre 
occasion  prove,  by  their  viotcnce,  the  un- 
faappy  meaos  of  discovering  to  tbeir  gaolers 
the  important  secret :  tieasured  with  sach  in- 
teosity  of  caution,  and  thrown  off  her  guard 
by  tbekecnnessof  her  eraotions,  shewreslcd 
the  baby  from  the  embruce  of  tbe  idiot  with  a 
resentful  air,  uccoinpauying  Ulis  oiost  severe 
M  2 
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■  deprivation  with  a  blow;  wbile  the  motheri  , 

^  between  sarprisc  and  coDtusion  at  her  violent   | 

oitraDce,  and  a  dreadcoirespoDdiiigwith  the   . 
dueana's  as   to  the   probable   mischief    her 
knowtedge   of   tbeir  secret  might  occasion, 
instead  of  interfering  in  behalf  of  the  sÜeat   , 
and  bewUdored   offender,  as  on  all  former 
occaaions  had  boen  her   invariable  custom, 
caat  on  the  trembicr  a  reseatful    glance,  a 
ihoasand  timos  moro  painful  to  her  than  the 
corpore al  CO rrection  shc  had  juat  received; 
and,  catching  her  child  from  tlie  ariua  of  the 
duenna,  gazed   arouud  her  witb  an  intense 
expresBion  of  .suspicioas  terror  ;  theo  impe- 
tuouüly   hid   it  tit   her   bosom,  and  her  own 
tear-fitreaming  face  beneatb  the  bcd-clothes.    | 
Petrified  with  astouishment,  fear,  shame,    . 
grief,  regrct,  and  resentnieat,  »tood  the  idiot, 
with  eyes  enlarged,  moutb  agape,  and  arms 
extended,  tili  a  furious  command   from  Sig- 
oora  Gregorio  to  leave  the  chatuber  made  her 
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Start  as  if  a  sbock  of  clcctricity  bad  been 
communicated  to  her  torpid  framc  ;  and  she 
sUently  stole  away  on  tiptoc,  softly  closlng 
tfae  door  aflf  r  her ;  and  for  soiae  days  from 
tbiB  period  she  rcfraincd  from  all  intrnsioR, 
not  presuming  to  enter  the  forbidden  prc- 
cincts  witboat  special  commaud  or  invitation. 
Father  Cbenibino  condemned  the  course 
of  cooduct  which  had  bcea  adopted  towards 
tbe  idiot,  and  adviscd  that  sbc  should,  on 
the  coiitrary,  be  treated  wilb  the  utmost 
kindness,  and  even  a  gnarded  sort  of  confi- 
dence  placed  in  her,  by  being  freqtiently 
permitted  to  dandle  the  nnrsling  in  the  prc- 
sencc  of  its  motber  or  the  duenna,  avoiding, 
however,  those  periods  when  the  gaolers 
were  in  nttendanre.  At  the  very  aiinuacia- 
tion  of  thiä  macb-desired  but  despaircd  of 
indnigcnce,  joy  of  the  most  vivid  natnre 
irradiatedthe  vacanteyes  of  Lana;  but  when 
actoally  admitted  to  the  preaencc  of  her  lan- 


guid  lady,  thv  souDding  rool'  rnag  willi  Iilt 
wild,  impeticct,  and  incoherent  gabbUiig : 
sbo  donced  tlie  untutoreil  measure  of  heart- 
Tibrating  mirtb,  and  again  and  again  tbc 
gentlo  baby  was  reddened  over  wilh  her 
ccstaÜc  kjsses ;  but  in  her  dugged  and  con- 
strained  submissious  to  tho  daeaua,  and 
heuceforward  sulky  sort  ol'dcvotion  toward.s 
even  her  lovcly  lady  berself,  might  long  l>o 
traced  tbc  untbrgiviDg  remembrance  ol'  thc 
past. 

The  cliild,  who  was  by  the  good  mook 
baptizcd  Carlos  de  Medina,  Uirove  at  tbc 
balmy  tbutitain  of  bis  fair  niutber's  bosotu 
in  faealth  and  lovelincss ;  but  that  fair  motbcr 
wa»  fast  wilhcring  beneath  the  uarelaxing 
grasp  of  an  auxicty,  whicb  now  begaa  (o 
wear  the  gloomy  pall  of  despair.  Nioeteeo 
tnoaths  had  her  beloved  Carlos  already  beeit 
absent  from  his  aative  laad,  aiid  not  one 
lettcr  or  nicssagc   hud  yct  gildcd  Ibat  long 
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aiid  gloomy  inlerval  wilh  the  assurance  that 
hcslilt  existcd.  Tercza,  the  daughtcr  ofth« 
diicQDa,  and  tlic  conädunt  of  Estella's  mar- 
riage,  had,  soon  aftor  Ihat  event,  been  her- 
seif united  to  LeoQ  de  Silva,  that  faithful 
dcpcndant  of  Don  Carlos,  who  had  in  her 
Company  witnesscd  the  inauspicious  tinion 
of  the  young  lovers:  thcy  had  sciticd  in 
Madrid,  and  it  was  through  their  hnnds  Ihat 
the  tcndcr-dis severe d  pair  wcre  to  havc  hcld 
a  private  correäpondence.  Since  the  impri- 
sunment  of  Estclla,  the  good  monk  (com- 
missioned  by  herseif)  had  apprized  those 
lowly  but  faithful  friends  of  his  being  in  the 
contidcnce  of  their  heart-äick  anxious  lady ; 
biit,  alas!  no  comfort  had  they  to  offcrher: 
the  Qcurcst  relatives  of  Don  Carlos  had  not 
heard  fronior  of  him  sincohehad  cmbarkcd 
at  Alicaut  for  Genoa;  and  as  tlic  weathcr 
bad.about  that  time,  been  unusoally  stormy, 
andmany  Spanish  vc^sels  rcportcd  to  have 
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becD  wrecked  on  tho  coasLs  ol'  Colabfia  aad 
Fr«ncc,  it  was  uaivcrsally  J'cared  that  be  bad 
t'ound  a  watery  tumb. 

Fathcr  Chcrubino  now  begfan  earnesüy  to 
ezhort  Eittella,  na  her  cbild  was  alre«dy 
weaned,  to  coa^eut  to  bis  coaveying  it  se- 
cretly  from  thc  prison  to  tbe  care  of  her*s  aod 
its  fatber's  fast  friendä  at  Madrid,  wbo  waited 
anxionaly  to  reccive  the  prccious  trust.  Its 
iinmcdiatc  [»"otcctioa  and  prescat  safety 
OQCß  securcd,  bc  mcant,  witb  a  quailing 
heart,  to  disclosetbe  äecrot  of  its  being,  but 
DOt  tbat  ofits  sanctuary,  to  tbe  stormy  Count. 
Tbe  formal  attcstation  of  Ibe  marriage  of  tfae 
youug  pair,  signed  by  tbe  priest  whohadper- 
formed  tbe  cereoiony,  togelhcr  witb  a  slip  of 
parcbiiieDt  on  wbicb  he  had  niinuted  down 
the  date  of  ttie  child's  birth,  and  that  of  its 
baptism  as  performed  by  bimsclf,  Father 
Chenibino  enclosed  in  a  small  hoilow  Icadea 
Image  of  the  boly  Virgin,  a  rclique  of  pecu- 
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liar  sanctity  givea  by  the  Count  himscll' (o 
lils  unhappy  daagbter  6u  her  fiflecnth  birth- 
dfty :  tu  tbesc  eridcnces  was  also  addcd  a 
rieb  gold  broocb,  set  nrith  a  precious  niby,  on 
wbich  waft  eagraTcd,  "  Hay  yon  bc  as 
bappy  in  your  cbildren  as  I  am  in  you  : 
De  Ximenes."  Tbis  jewel  was  also  a  gifl  ol' 
the  Count'slohis  Estclla  on  the  same  occa- 
siOD. 

Having  soldercd  up  thc  prccious  dcposi- 
tory,  tbo  inonk,  whilc  thc  lead  was  yet 
multeo.  impressed  upon  it  the  acal  of  the 
MoDa^tery  of  St.  Benedict;  and  tben  de- 
sjred  tbo  dueuna  to  sew  tbe  image  into  a 
shred  o(  brocade,  and  siupend  jt  as  an 
amulct  witb  Üie  cbild's  coral  (wbich  bad  bccn 
its  motber's)  to  its  waist.  These  important 
arraDKcmeots  completed,  thc  monk  prcpared 
to  retiic,  conjuring  Estclla,  as  she  valued 
her  child'fl  life  and  safety,  to  dclay  its  de- 
parturc  nu  loogcr  than  thc  followinfr  cvcning. 


ly  man.  A  coQsider&b^H 
juicc  of  poppies  had,  by  the^| 
becn  infused  into  thc  cbiliH 
any  uncustumary  accidctit.  ■ 
cxcite  thc  notice  of  tbe  ns 
past  wbom  il  must  unavoidtl 
At  Icngth  the  agonizmg;  nJ 
arrlved,  and  the  monk  bore  1 
slocping  child,  bid  benealh  hj 
ments,  toward  the  anti-clit 
Estella,  suddcnly  rotising  frd| 
silent  gricf,  pursued  him  witf 
Steps,  and,  just  as  he  was  alH 
Signal  that  cgressiou  wasdemi 
ed  her  boy  from  bis  grasp,  andj 
ing  her  recovered  treasarc  to  \ 
breast,  regaincd  her  Chamber,  i 
hid  her loved  o 
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nal  l'ondncüs,  evcn  by  representations  calcu- 
lalcd  to  alarm  its  tenderest  point  of  preser- 
vaüon  ;  bat  aa  Uie  period  of  bis  usual  stay 
with  tbc  prisoner  bad  bccn  alrcady  conaider- 
ably  Icngtbcued,  be  was  constrained  to  re- 
tire  wilbout  having  accomplisbcd  the  object 
of  bis  buniaiie  and  bazardous  cuterprize, 
tbough  Qot,  bowevcr,  without  bopcs  that 
more  raatured  rcflecüon  would  point  to  tbo 
fondncäa-bcwildorcd  jiidgraont  of  the  young 
motber,  in  ligiils  Ibe  most  forciblc  and  con- 
viDciag,  tbe  necessity  of  her  ulümatr  adop- 
tion  of  bis  advice. 

Froin  the  lalc  affccting  sccnc  it  had  proved 
imposaible,  witbout  provoking:  her  toud  aiid 
ditfcordant  cries,  to  cxciude  the  idiot :  shc 
tiad  wilucsscd  the  agony  of  tbe  motbor,  tbe 
agitatton  and  disappointmcnt  of  tbe  monk, 
and  tbat  sinccro  participatiun  in  thcir  multi- 
plied  emotione  wbich  bad  Huwcd  in  atrcams 
l'roui  (be  eyes  of  Ibe  fricndly  diicnua.     Sub- 
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sequeiit  cveats  preved,  that,  idiot  as  che 
Wks,  Bhe  had  not  surveycd  those  varioiu 
emotioDs  qiiite  uoobsemngly.  Ere  Eslells 
ßfiAlly  retired  lo  rcst,  Signora  Gregorio,  whe 
discoTCTcd  that  her  ladj^'s  wholc  sygtem  was 
disordered  in  consequeace  ol~  thc  late  agita- 
tioD  hier  spirits  bad  e?cpericnced,  adminis- 
tcrrd,  in  a  glasa  ofwarm  wine,  a  few  graina 
t>{  anarcotic  medicittc,  thc  effects  of  which 
speedily  produced  a  decp  and  calm  slumber : 
sba  täeu,  allter  a  whilc  contemplatiag  the 
lovely  repose  of  the  iunoceat  iafaat  nestled 
in  its  parcnt's  bosom,  retired  Lo  her  own 
apartiucDt. 

Tbe  iicxt  sun  ro»c  upon  the  completioa  of 
Efltclla's  woes,  her  babe  was  stoleo  rrom  her 
sidc,  tbe  idiot,  too,  was  gouc!  No  human 
beütg  coald  liav«  entered  from  Ihc  anti- 
chataber  without  demolisbiiiv  its  massivo 
door,  which  was  aa  stroügly  fortified  wilh 
faatcnings  (Vom  within  as  from  without,  and 
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Uiesc  remaineil  secure  and  undrawn  as  Sig- 
nora  Gregorio  bcrsclfhad  lefl  them  on  the 
preceding  nigbt;  wliile  froni  Ibe  Iuf>y  and 
grated  casements  all  egress  äeemed  equally 
bnpoüsible.  After  llie  first  mvoluntary  sliriek 
of  maddcnuig  surprUe,  Estclla  uttered  qo 
more  Sounds :  iu  sileace  she  travcracd  tbe  ut- 
most  boundaries  of  her  prison,  and  in  silence 
searched  every  place  of  possible,  nay,  of  im- 
possible  coDcealment ;  Ibr  she  was  a  motker! 
Sbetben  closed  hcrheavy  eyes,  sinkiag  iuto 
tbc  duetuia's  Anns,  as  one  Struck  by  Üie  bolt 
of  heaven. 


®!>ap. 


^^^^^1  CONTRARY    tO   his  CUStI 

^^^^^H  monk  accompaDied    the   rl 

^^^^^H  Visitation  of  Gaspar  aii<l  thJ 

^^^^^H  bchcld  the  duenna  ncarly  ex|j 

^^^^^H  terror,  andanxicty.     EstelUJ 

^^^^^H  posed  aircady  dead  ;  so  col^ 

^^^^^H  silcnt,   was   her    despolU 

^^^^^1  wbinpered  r<;port  of  the  diM 

^^^^^B  with  horriHed  amaze  liis  tiin 

H|^^^  surc:  itwaä,  indeed,  a  storji 

^K  killed  the  living,  orwaked  tk 

^B^^^^  but,  mastering  his  stroai;  euM 

^^^^^^^H  forth  to  the  gallerr. 


ing  tho  alarming  cflccts  which  that  disap- 
pearance  had  occasioned  to  their  young  lady 
and  her  companioQ.  The  pallid  hue  ofsu- 
perstitious  fear  feil  on  the  men's  checks  and 
Iip3  at  this  most  stränge  relation,  and,  trcmb- 
lingly,  Gaspar  requcstcd  pcrmission  for  him- 
self  and  companions  to  inspect  the  ränge  of 
apartraents  which  bad  bocn  tho5ccnc  of  an 
cvent  sopecnliar. 

Their  rencwed  examination  was  perfonned 
witb  a  minutcncss  only  inferior  to  that  with 
which  ihe  now  unconscious  Estella  had 
questedbeforethem:  with  fallen  fcaturcsthey 
then  unanimously  declared,  Ibat  naiight  savc 
tbe  supomatural  ngency  by  which  tbe  mau- 
sion  was  confcssedly  infcsted  coald  have  oc- 
casioncd  thcaccident.  Shudderingly  thcy  dc- 
pnrtcd,  to  comniDnicate,  with  boding  hcarts, 
tbe  dreadfui  story  of  the  last  cventfui  night 
to  theit  impenous  lord;  whilc  tbe  monk  rc> 
quested  lo  sbare  the  conßnement  of  the  fair 
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tl:jtella  tili  llicir  relurn,  wliich  Ite  ilesired"] 
luigUt  be  expcditious,  and  attended  byinedi^  I 
cul  assistance,  though  hc  Uttk  trusted  in  t 
putfücy  of  human  arL  to  restore  the  uuwelw] 
come  seiise  ol'  suäeriog, 

After  a  lon^  pariod  ol'  total  inaenaibili^A 
Kslella,  at  lengüi,  exhibited  all  thc  symp» 
tomsot'a  burniog  delirium;  but   Üie  acuta 
pbronzy  of  her  inverlcd  brain  now  bappily-a 
dwelt  ou  objccts  totally  reverse  to  the  event  J 
which  bad  occasioned   her  distemper.     Hcf] 
child  was  forguttea,  and  cvery  fonncr  iucidei 
ul'her  past  lit'e  equally   obliteratod  from  t 
tablet  of  deadencd  remenibrance.     Now  sbsfl 
was  a  frightened  levcret  pursucd  by  the  saa*ll 
guiiiary  hounds,  wbose  boated  breath  exhal 
a  fiery  steam  upun  her  palpitalin^'  neck ;  nowil 
a  dying  üsb,  tliat  äoundered  in  coovulsivsr 
leapiiigs  against  the  meshy  walts  of  her  deadly 
cntaDglemeQtJi ;  or  as  a  new  cau^bt  bird,  beat 
uut  her  hurried  breath  against  the  bars  of  ben.i^ 


imprisoning;  caf^e.  Soon  Ihose  restless  rav- 
in^s  subsided ;  typhus  the  uiost  rapid,  Üio 
most  deadly,  eiisued ;  and  the  alarmcd  phy- 
■icians  trembied  for  their  own  safety  as  they 
moiacntally  inbaled  the  atmosphere  imbued 
with  a  raorbidttyto  which,  in  the  course  of  a 
flew  dayn,  two  female  attendants  feil  victims. 
The  kind  duenna  atill  lay  gasping  under  the 
crisia  of  the  sameinfectiTecalamity.  When 
the  physicians  paid  their  last  hurried  aod 
neaHy  prevcntive-stifled  vi»it  to  their  fair 
patieot,  she  was  no  more!  Ooe  solitary, 
Bnperannuated  peasant  beldamo  alone  tot- 
tered  abont  the  coach  pf  death,  performing 
with  palsied  bands,  aodage  and  misfortune- 
■patliized  hearl,  the  last  sad  offices  to  tho 
once  brilliant,  once  adored  Este  Ha. 

Father  Chcrubino,  who  had  remained  in 
eoDstant  attendance  on  the  released  sufferer, 
Dow  commanded  the  nur.<tc  from  the  cham- 
|>er,   and,  throwing  Wide    the   door   of  the 

V..I..  II.  N 


eü  bat  not  ungaardtl 
gaolers,  as  he  passed  I 
poüts  tili  thcir  lord's  I 
ascertained,  though  tn 
longer  owaed  a  mort 
de  Ximeaea  heard  of  b 
iDgs  aad  death  witbout  d 
obütinatc  ia  refusing  I 
mains,  &a  he  bad  beea  tj 
pioas  mess^tis  of  the  tOM 
to  bestow  upon  her,  evi 
death,  a  täte  forgivenet 
bis  cold  and  hardly  «ir 
FtkUier  Cherubiuo  supeno 
hasty  preparalioQs  for  hei 
ple  obsequies,  from  wbil 
form  an  ostensible  prete^^ 
fled  in  borror  and  alarm 
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morning  leading  the  way  ftom  Ihe  Casa 
Niegra,  the  brothers  of  his  monastery  bore  to 
the  huinble  cemetery  of  the  Nuiib  of  St.  Anas- 
tatia  the  oace  darling  daoghfer  of  Ximenes, 
DOW  forbid  to  moalder  in  the  aepolchre  of  her 
ancestonil 


N  2 
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I 


"Tis  piercingly  cold,  holy  Father!" 
muied  Estella,  as,  awakiog  from  a  long  and 
deadly  trance,  she  sat  up  on  a  tnat  od  wbich 
she  had  been  distended,  andbcbeld  the  mook  i 
praying  before  an  uncouth  stoae  cracifix  i 
wbich  stood  at  her  feet.  Her  gannents  wera  J 
those  of  the  grave ;  her  lips  trembied  ;  i 
herteethcbattercdm'volun(arily,as,inthedim  j 
and  mysteTious  ligbt  which  a  halt'-sbrouded  <i 
lantem  afibrded,  she  contemplaled  witb  yet  n 
but  half-resuscitated  powers  ol'  perceptiotu  1 
the  dreary,  damp,  mouldering  watls  of  t 
low  cell  in  wbich  sbe  was  immuredi  "  Obi  4 
where,  where  am  I  ? — where  is  my  boy  1t  i 
she  bitterly  added,  a.s  the  tide  of  returniog^ 


ISI 


4 


memory  oncc  iiiore  began  to  Till  the  forsakcn 
chnnibors  of  her  brain :  "  Was  he  not  stoleti 
from  mc  fay  demoos  as  I  slept?" 

"  No,  my  daughter,"  replied  Ibc  good 
monlc ;  "the  power»  of  darkness  have  do 
avail  against  the  inaoccnt :  he  is,  trust  me, 
under  the  protection  of  bis  falber;  but  more 
rash  questioning  will  endangcr  your  own 
miraculoasly  proloaged  existence,  and  f'or 
ever  prevent  your  now  possible  re-nnion  with 
the  objects  ofyooranxiouslove.  Be  sileot, 
be  calm,  as  you   wish  their   weal  aad  your 

Estella  bowed  her  bead  in  Submission  to 
tbe  exhortatioQ  of  her  holy  friend,  and 
pa^ivcly  swallowing  u  cordial  whicb  hc 
held  to  her  lips,  sicpt  again.  On  her  second 
awaking,  shc  found  berself  companied  by 
an  elderly  nun  of  graccfiil  form,  intercsting 
featurcs,  and  mild  and  cunciliating  manner, 
■who  prcscnted  hcrwilli  liuon,and  the  cloath- 
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ing  ot  a  fein&lc  Teligiuuä,  At  midnigbt  a 
manüc  wa^  throwii  ovor  her  sbivering  frame, 
andbctwccn  the  dud  of  St.  Aoastaaia  aad 
Fatber  Cherubioo,  who  was  in  waiting  v,Mh- 
out  side  the  cell,  sbe  was  Icd  across  the 
cetnetery,  aad  througb  severul  subterrancoiu 
passages  whicb  undcrlaid  the  conveot,  ti>  a 
still  more  sccret  but  iDÜiiitcly  ptet'crablc  dor- 
tnitory,  pruvided  with  the  iudispeusablc  re- 
<|uiaites  l'or  accommodatioD,  repose,  and 
»Uätenaucc. 

Hcre,    iVequciitly    leoded    and   l'or  bouM  j 
compaaioDed  by  tbc  pious  nun  aad  veneni-  i 
ble    father,    her  disease-exhausted  str^igth  ' 
was,  by  slow  degrces,  elTectually  renovated; 
iiupc,  luo,  that  all  revivit'ying  cordial,   was 
by  Uic  good  monk  aduiioistercd  with  prudent  I 
Oealiof;,  or  vain  bad  provcd  all  other  cares, 
all  utheraids:  butwheu  her  coßstitution  bad 
siiruiuuuled   tlio   sbock   whicb   lerror,  grict^ 
aud  intolerable  anxiety    had   wrougbt,   aad 
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übe  was  coostrauied  to  Uslen  lo  tfae  crael  twl 
Dec«ssary  voice  of  Initb — to  bear  tbat  Üie 
tuane  fearfuJ  mysteiy  sliil  enTeloped  tbe  &lc 
ofher  darling— and  that  Üu;  raouk's  anbi- 
guoas  cumforÜJigs  had  itUaded  lo  ibe  boped 
piotectioQ of  her  sonskeaxtnly  FaUier  alone, 
wbat  tbeu  were  her  feelings?  Beproacbes 
of  tho  taosi  gfallmg  uatOFe  barst  from  ber 
qniTerlng  Ups,  and,  with  curses  too  Cntful 
for  ünaginatioH  to  gaeu  at,  febe  kanoed  tbe 
bour  which  bad  fiist  giTes  ber  breatfa,  «ad 
eveii  tfae  boly  maa  himself  wbo  bad  so  «ron- 
drously  pieserred  it. 

SooD  tbe  iabereot  goodaens  o(  ber  natatre, 
the  ptacabiUty,  ibe  patk-nce,  «od  ibe  prali 
lüde  of  her  pions  «oul,  lesuncd  tbeiraofclic 
miuütiy.  Uombled  at  ibc  feet  orbenavlof 
gnide,  sbe  implored  fo^fcaeM,  a»d  a  detail 
of  tfae  toeans  bjr  «bich  be  had  ri-Maedber 
from  deatfa'fl  imtimely  »baduw.  Hie  noofc 
wuä  uf  t'ew  wordft,  )  et,  bad  i^armliljr  Itee«  bU 
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failiiig,  bis  prudfnce  and  hunianity  would, 
IQ  tbis,ji)äUnce,  Uavc  laugbt  him  lo  contract 
ioto  •(  nüTration  the  most  limikd  dotail»  80 
revoltiag  to  thc  iiihorcnt  instiocts  of  exist- 
ence. 

"  Daughter,"  sa>d  be, ,  *.' ^tler  your  couvul- 
sive  agonics  had  tenninalcd  in  a  deep  trance, 
the  perfect  rcsemblance  ol' tbuLdeath  which  it 
did  bul  mimiclaog  aller  your  othei  attendaots 
had  departed,  I  lingered  aboat.yoardeserled 
bed.  All  auxious  acd  uDaccountableDervoiu 
agitatiuQ  buug  on  my  aged  spirUs,  whicb, 
though  distinct  in  its  nalure  IVom  the  gricf 
aod  regret  with  wbich  your  believed  uotiine- 
ly  fate  had  iuspired  me,  1  still  attributed  to 
tbosc  samc  causes.  I  watcbed  by  you  the 
remainder  of  that  nigbt,  and  varly  on  the 
fotl^wing  moming  sought  audience  of  the 
Counl,  your  fatber,  furtbepurpose^fieiterat- 
■ng  ip  per»on  my  fonner  uUeu  messaged 
eritrcaltcä,  that  he  would,  at  Icasl,  pronounce 


the  iarcwell  bicssing  denied  to  your  dying 
straggles  ovcr  the  corse  whicli  coald  never 
inorc  offcnd ;  I  also  besought  bim  to  per- 
mit  tbo  accustomed  funercal  honoars  be- 
stowed  on  the  illustrious  dead  of  bis  race 
to  mark  the  obscquies  of  bis  last  bcir.  My 
daugbter,  I  grievc  for  your  griel";  bul  sacred 
tralh  cnjoins  Ihat  you  should  know  that  your 
falber  remained  to  both  reqnests  inflexible. 
With  a  cold  permtssioa  to  see  the  body  be- 
stowed  where  I  listed,  I  was  compelied  (o 
depart,  and  bad  scarcely  reacbed  tbe  Casa 
Niegra  again,  ere  a  tnesscnger  froin  tbe 
CouDt  overtook  mo,  with  a  command  that  it 
ahonld  be  removed  ere  sunsel.  Immediate- 
ly  I  commenccd  preparations  for  heariog 
you  to  the  cemetery  of  St.  Anaslatia,  bat, 
relactuDt  to  so  sood  consign  you  to  the  earth, 
1  caused  the  coffiu  in  whicb  you  were  en- 
closed  to  bc  bomc  by  my  brethren  into  a 
small  subterranean  oratnry  io  tlic  cemetery, 
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ioteiiding  tu  pass  Uiat  uusuiiig  ui|^t  aUo  in 
thfi  imperious  and  salutary  duty  of  couteia- 
plating  unümcly  dcalh,  and  iii  prayers  for 
thü  forgiYencss  and  receptiou  of  your  ctemal 
soul. 

"  Wbile  thus  engaged,  a  slightsound,  w^icli 
proceeded  from  wilbinside  your  cofiia,  hoiri- 
Qed,  1  will  own  il,  my  inmost  soul.  It  was 
repeatod!  Heaveu  assisted  me  witb  sudden 
cüurage  and  prcsence  of  miad.  1  Jiasteoed 
inlo  Ihe  ceiiictcry,  where  lay  instrumeats 
suitablo  to  my  purpose:  J  wrencbed  open 
with  shudderiny;  hands  the  eaclosure  of  mor- 
tality :  it  was  teeuiiag  with  lifo;  your  eyes 
were  uncloscd,  your  lieart  buat,  your  puUes 
vibrated,  and  your  band  was  outstretched 
lowards  me.  1  blessed  and  glorified  iu 
thought  tb€  saviag  arm  of  Ummpoteticc, 
liftcd  you  from  the  dreadful  receptacle,  aud, 
IhrowJug  ovcr  your  person  tiic  sables  wlücb 
lidd   drapcricd  tlc  colliii,    bore   you  in  my 
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arms  through  dariAess  to  a  | 

uear  tbe  oratorj,  whither  aa  e 

of  tbe  convrat  bad  reccaäly  beea,  at  kaftr 

desire,  conreyed  to  yield  op  k 

and  from  wbence  I  doubt  not  her  pss  ■*■! 

fled   her   mortilied    body   U>  etental   0orj. 

FoTlunately,  Ihe  mat  od  wbicb  »he  expärcd 

bad  Dot  beeo  removed ;  a  vesecl,  too,  c«nUia- 

ing  a  powerfui  cordia],  wbicb  bad  beeo  pas- 

»cribed  to  lull  tbe  excniciating^ 

partiag    miHneots,    rem 

aud  1  bad  Ibe  lifippiiirM  nf  if  rjat  in  f  rnilMli 

produce  tbe  moat  beneficial  eSecta  «■  yoar 

newly-renovated  being,  wbüe  yoa  aank  wrt<* 

B  shoit  bot  refresbiog  slunber. 

"  CarefoUy  sccaring  tbe  door  of  Üw  cell,  I 
itutanlly  sougbt  sister  Clam,  wbo  ia  aa  my- 
ue\f:  to  her  1  related  your  wuodroiis  reaaaci- 
lation,  and  sbc  hastened  «ilh  me  lo  yout 
relief.  Confide  in  bcr  sm  implicÜly  an  you  do 
in  mr :  ehe  ii>  your  f'ricnd,  bccauwr  «lie  u  tbe 
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friead  of  the  virtuous,  tbe  uiitortunate,  aad 
the  oppressed ;  and  praised  be  Heaven  Cor 
its  bc8t,  ils  deareüt  gill,  she  is  my  own 
sister." 

Herc  ceased  the  monk,  receivjng  into  bis 
paternal    arms    the    faintiDg    tonn    of   tbe    i 
passion-torn  Esteita,  by  the  tender  aids  gf  < 
sister  Clara,  who  almost  immediately  joiued 
them.      She    was    soon    rescued   from    tbe 
frieDdly   oblivion    of   overwrought    feeling, 
and  bleflscd  ajid  tbankcd  bcr  boly  preserver 
witb  a  fervour  of  gratitude  whicb  coofused  ' 
and  ofi'ended  bis  modesty  and  bis  zeal. 

"Wfaat  less  cbarity,  niy  daagbter,  coiild 
1,  for  my  own  soul's  sake,  bave  acrorded  ' 
youT"  Said  he.  "  To  bave  abandoned  yoa 
to  the  fearful  fate  with  which  you  were 
threatened,  bad  been  a  deed  of  cruelty  or 
pusMIaiiimity  below  the  customed  level  of 
hnmfin  action.  Be  praise,  tben,  giren  to 
God  alone!     And  now,  Donna  Eütella,  that 
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you  are  advisect  of  all  it  so  deeply  coacem- 
ed  you  to  know  ol'  the  past,  listen  to  my 
true  seDtimeats  od  your  j.reseni  coodition, 
and  at  least  well-iutentioned  counsel  respect- 
iug  youTfiilure  conduct. 

"  You  are  now  as  one  already  divorced 
by  dealli  from  Eill  liuman  control :  the  coSn 
in  which  you  were  bome  from  your  prison  I 
privately  loaded  witb  some  mould  aod  stones 
froni  the  cemctcry,  and  carefully  again  re- 
closcd,  and  your  supposed  body  tias  beeu, 
witb  all  solemn  rites,  committed  to  the  earth. 
Your  implacable  father  has  cairied  his 
TesentmeDt  for  your  bat  half-known  derelic- 
üou  from  his  authority  cven  to  the  very 
grave:  beyond  that  his  Jurisdiction  falls; 
and  Heaveu  hau,  in  its  wondrous  care  of 
you,  in  my  jadgmeot,  declared  ita  remission 
of  your  fiUal  transgressioOf  and  its  design  to 
restoie  you  to  the  Performance  of  your  cod-' 
Jugal  and  maternal  dulies.     At   present,  to 


ull  iiuQian  kitid  yoii  are  still  dead,  save  to 
two  inärm  and  withcring  beingB  whoae  lips 
are  closed  as  to  your  contitiaed  existence  as 
closely  as  Ibe  eartfa  now  is  over  your  ima- 
giuary  grave.  Your  secret  is  safe  in  onr 
bosoms  while  wc  live,  and  shall,  if  such  be 
your  desire,  sleep  wUh  ue  in  death.  Seek, 
then,  your  liuäbaod,  and  take  shelter  in  bis 
protectivearms;  lor  '  whom  God  has  jmneä, 
let  not  taan  put  aximder :'  but  if  iu  life  ysu 
luay  never  morc  hopc  tu  mcet  him,  then  yoin 
days  ought  to  be  devoted  to  ihe  setvice  ol' 
tbat  Power  who  has  no  wondrously  proloo^^ 
theu. 

"Bat,  my  child "         i    .  ni'j  noi|| 

"  Iloly    father!    my   child.'"   intenupted  ' 
Eätellu,  "your  wordti  glancenot  at  htm:  heii 
Hol— Oh  !  too  well  you  know  be  is  no  tnore !' 

"  By  all  niy   humble   hopes   of   heaxen*4  | 
nicrcy,"  asseveraled  the  monk,  "his  fateisas  I 


unk  Dl 


n  to  measilis  to  yoa:  ODCC, 


ndeed. 


UM 

my  Uioughts  glanred  at  your  fatlier  as  ac- 
quaiiiled  botb  nith  the  mysteries  of  bis  birth 
and  disappearancc ;  bot  soon  my  reasoD, 
my  Observation,  my  iütimate  knowledge  of 
bis  nature,  repelled  the  error.  I  am  bis  con- 
fessor ;  but  were  bis  soul  evco  so  bardeaed 
to  the  disregard  of  beaveos  wrath  as  to 
reserve  from  tbc  clcaDsing  foant  of  con- 
fession  the  acknowlcdgment  of  a  crime  so 
leprOQs,  yet  have  I  such  nnderstanding  of 
the  workings  of  bis  soul's  secrets  od  bis 
leatures,  voicc,  and  maoners,  that  I  weuld 
pledge  my  existence  on  bis  cntire  iiiicon- 
sciousoess  of  yoursecrct.  Yourbabe'g  dis- 
appeaiance  is  a  theme  of  awful  wondor,  od 
which  Ihe  contracted  powers  of  my  natura 
darc  Bot  dwell :  human  agcncy  sccms  ancoii- 
Rected  witli  it,  whilo  hoÜi  reli);ion  and  reasou 
(eaob  US  to  que^slioo  the  belief  of  tbat  which 
ifl  onearlbly ;  therefore  au  hiunblc  and  uncon- 
ditional  submiäsiun   to  the   decrccs  of  our 


I 


I 


heavenly  Ruier,  and  a  lively  conriction  Ibat 
thcy  are  ever  wisest,  beul,  can  alone  support 
your  fortitude  under  the  seemingly  severe  de- 
privations  allotted  you.  MeaQwbile,  those 
drcary  subterranean  cella  can  no  longer  be . 
considcred  as  a  säte  or  cligible  retreat  for 
you ;  the  too  probable  discovery  of  your  ex- 
istencc  would  occasion  a  renewal,  nay,  a 
fearful  aggravation  of  all  your  former  jlls. 
Butgranted  thatyou  werenot  discovercd,  the 
preservatiOQ  of  your  very  being  hangs  on  the 
wom  and  feeblc  tfareads  of  mine  and  mj 
sister's,  whose  healtli  is  excecdingly  preca-  .' 
rious;  while  your  bopcs  of  rejoiniog  Don 
Carlos  inust  still  continue  to  wither  in  igno- 
rancti,  seclusion,  and  inactivity. 

"  Arise  then,  daugliter  of  this  world,  and 
preparc  thee,  with  an  unsbrinking  heart  and 
firm  deraeanor,  to  enter  once  more  upon  its 
busy,  toilsome  duties.  Know  that  your  good 
duenn«  ia  well  recovcrcd  from  the  dangerons 
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sicJcncss  ander  .whicb  sberemainedlaDgiiüb' 
ing  at  ibe  period  of  your  sappoüed  decease. 
if  you  permit  tue,  I  vUl  tcach  her  to  laud  - 
Ihe  Giver  of  llercies  for  your  le^tnptiop 
from  Ihe  gravc;  aud  weil  1  know  ibal  hei 
gratefui  aod  devoted  heart  will  prove  itxelt 
in  Ibe.äerrice  of  yoni  interests,  even  to  tlic 
sacri£ce  of  lUe  iteelf.  Sbe  is  diaaiated  fron 
your  fauiers  honsehold  on  iwo  aBe%aüom : 
llio  fijst  cause  ofcoraplaint  i«,  ihat  ibe  ca*^ 
ket  coDtaiDing  your  jcwek,  wbicli  was  depo- 
siteU  in  tbc  cabioel  of  tbc  oricl  cbaaber, 
ha:»,  sioce  tbe  disappeaiaoc«  uf  ibe  tdiot 
Uiaa,  beeo  missinf ;  üie  8«coad,  bot.  in  wg 
)adgnieal,  piincipal  Charge  afaiiut  her  i^ 
Ihat  it  is  discovered  her  blood  bas  mingled 
wiUi  that  of  a  depeodan(  of  tbe  Mcdina,  a 
criiue  aloae  sofficient  to  exciode  her  from 
Ibo  futurc  harijoarage  of  yoor  resentful 
father. 
'*¥cMfaoWo«' Doon  »^  Ml«  forwarii  for 
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Maitrid;  avcompüBiedobyi-kdri'  säD-skOai^l 
Leon  de  Silva,  wbo  hastravcllod  trodkAketaa#J 
hither,"pufposely't»ttc«enpiniyaiidpMitect  I 
tfa«  joorde;  of-the  heartystnicLjtfod'Vonerpfahl 
modier  ofhis  nifo  tathat  cityi.,  'Trcoileagllt»] 
from  taeiwe,  thdie  is.  as.  you  tnUlcüOnf.aai  J 
bennitage:  ic  ü-  »tili  rohabited>^  .FftUi4»l 
Clirysostoni,(hmtaQtietit  tnd  litoly  BDviKi^M«1 
who  has   Seen  the  diUdren-  of  .the^baiidetilll 
childreu  pass  away   before  him :  tbitbAl  -iM  \ 
nigbt,  whea  die  ciodd  has  gained  her  büMalt 
ahltodo,  will  [  conduct  you ;  and  theie  shalli 
yuD  remaln  ia  secreay  and  safety,  ja  biabo^ 
keeping,  tili  your  materoal  friCDdi  sfaaUi  bjfl 
my  disclosure  and  appointmeBt.  yM»  jlOitu 
Bebüid  \jeaa(tohoh<u o aptciai covrtetj ,^9'^ 
<;an  in  a  suitable  di^guiae.  travel.wilh  .samt 
and  aecurity  to  Madrid,  wheie  U19  ^am)>lfl 
bome,  and  affectionate   hoart  of  yout  (qi^W 
sister  Tereza  de  Silva,  will  both  b«  opQ(|,_(! 
receive  you,  untU  heav«n  sball  (if  -suc^tb 


boabAlfaoit  b-n-i>c.V-,-.a  ■-;.,!    !..;,'■    jj.  - 

■W<fiw  I  iiPopa:of  my  iotpüry  cteU  wain 
■mvcHeiMMl  aaj  tud  to  cdncidate  tfe^itle 

BftlliyAüüliT'J'  MN  tu 
tklT'flactfaatiODi  of  jant'ia.ihKt's  oeaiöeace, 
tte  faült^imneria^  of  n^sHakeBcid  •störe 
iltfatediwiintr]iWLDt>obdonted  bMam,UMl 
theilecnasfc  bf  bis  naadane  tttaagcifli; 
lndrftBl-t«pa8Beci  him,  ere  'tis  b>o  Inte,  «ith 
tk«  ÜBportaal  tradi,  Uial  Üie  genuine  bcirass 
tO'bifi  wtislib still  lires (o recehe bis remonw- 
ßil  fQrftvcoess,  and  tranunit  hü  bitod^M 
not  biA'baasted  lunw,  to  {Ktstentf."      ^  ^  aui 

A'  barst  «f  b3^eric  Uan  preveatad  I 
itamediäle  teply  of  EsteDa:  ■trlMald 
«peak,  it  was  to  expreaa  her  d«ep  coi 
of  tbe  proptietf  of  tbe  ^«4  awak'' 
O  S 
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jj^thewhtdesomeness  of  bis  counsel,  and 
her  readiness  to  pursue,  in  all  things,  the  I 
course  his  wisdom,  virtue,  and  prndehce,  { 
prdposed.  Hi^  holy  beaediction  was  bb^  j 
stowed  upon  the  alacrity  of  her  obediencit!;  j 
and  the  resültofherdestined  travel;  he  then,  I 
WIth  the  pious  nun,  retired,  leaving  her  in  aJH  J 
agita'tion  and  confnsiou  ofmind  which  re-1 
signation  was  too  weak  fo  quell  and  even. 

,hopo  itself  not  forcefal  cuoagh  to  cheer. 
.  Sister  Clara  soob  Tetnrßed  laden  with  t^  I 

'liabUimenta    of  a   page,  in  wbich    haTingl 

'tissisted  to  array  the  trembling  Eälclla,  slie  I 
placed  a-wcil  -Jilled  purse  in  her  girdle,  a  relic  1 
inlief'bosooiriantla'Tosaryia  herhand;  thenl 
cohtetäplaling  her  fragile  aspea  form,  and  I 
fair  lovcly  featnfcs  of  spflaking  sadness,  the  1 
fearSÖf'  thefalse  ahd  dreaded  world's  thraJ- 
doms  «ame  stror»g  opon  her :  she  drew  Mi 

"fö  her  breast  of  pure  holiness,  and,  töming 
aside  the  clnstfering  »in^lets  of  her  golden 
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bair^  ünbaed  her  velvet  check  of  pale  rose 
tiot  with  female  frieodship's  pure  and  sacred 
dews;  but,  sooa  reposing  nature's  weakness 
apon  natare's  God,  she  tumcd  tears  to  smiles, 
prayed  for,  blessed,  aod  bade  her  farewell ; 
then  hastily  retired,  withnut  tnisting  her 
ncwly-regained  fortitude  with  aoptber  gloncc 
at  thc  fair  unfortUDatc  creature,  v/ho,  rcjectcd 
evcn  from  sorro^'s  last  and  saiest  asylum, 
tbe  grave,  uow  prcpared  to  wanden  forth  at 
oncc  an  exile  front  a]1  tho  xigbts  of  rank  ^tj 
fortuac,  all  tbc  tics  «ad  Claims  of  duty, 
atTectton,  and  nature ! 


flji  1lf>£iniil  9<1  Ol  l>9niun»t9b  (bivd  od  1»1JM 
In  md^unb  sd]  >o  b[si;)H  bn«  sbU-g  sdl  ssno 
aiü  1<  b9lß3iib->  bOB  mod  ,oitw  ,e909otiX 
^lotl  9ifJ   o}   ""^HgHtül&voq  e£W  .übwl»  { 
»Doiq  i9ri  modw  oj  .-j^alumoil  odt  1o  I9ll»«b  1 
-»d  »uniafiig  9d]  iirt  bJMliif  «'jnjifio  bisdd^n^ 

yd  bfildonn'j    4?b    Imi'iiüiTiiiq   1<i  nni^ihan 
IT  waa  lata  in  the  evenüig  when  Palli« 

QjerflWn?.  eolering    Ihe   cell.  appriser'lCl 
„y^ittag.  »eeping  fugilive  that  lIio|  '»nr  of  I 

,^B«rturo    »a»    comc.     Uuring   ihc   pcnöd  j 
,  w^ch  bad  interveued   since  Kstella's  liasty  j 


,  «^v- .."-  .".- -      ■' ',--,. 

.;»4pgtip(l  ot  bis  couosel,  he  had  »l^si'M  ™ 
/IflfUe  De  Ximcocs,  and,  conimuniial^'  '~ 
SignOTa  Grcgorio  and  her  ^son-in-law, 

^)lll,|tUe  caulion  tlic  nrgency  of  Bis  cir* 
wovld.oUovy  of,  Uio  »ondrou».  Ihe  "ne»- 
„elcome  tidings  of  Ihcii  loved  iad^'äj;nn- 
tinued  exislonce,  and  rcsolveif  sharing  Acir 
journey  lo  Madrid.  To  tbc  re»ercnd  antho- 
rite,  th(i«or(li^  monli  (fcarful  ortrusüMto 
the  uncertain  guardage  of  paper  the  ^leoioad 


secret  ho  held)  determined  (o  be  himsclf  at 
once  the  gaide  and  herald  of  tbc  daughler  of 
Xitnenes,  who,  bora  and  educated  at  the 
caatle,  was  per.siqpalWfj  ()^wa  to  the  boly 
dwcllerofthe  hermitage,  to  whom  her  pioas 
knee  had  onimcs  böwedfor  the  gracioas  be- 
nediction  of  patriarcbal  age,  ennobled  by 
wisdom,  virttie,  and  rchgioo! 

Leapihg  on  the  arm  of  the  inonK,  tli^  aü- 
gnised  EsteUa  troil  the  drCary  subten^dLn 
passages  of  the  convent,  and  traversi^^tftc 
cemetery    of  St.  Anastalia,   from   Vhlcb   a 

oAi    frihi'.ff    ?.:i)     '„i      I  , 

nnll  p.rivale  gale,  of  which  the  monli  pÖs- 
■iJ.nimimifio,  !,g      ,  ,     ,,.,  /     ,  j     i,     , 
sessed  a  key,  admitteil  tliem  into   thc%itie 

^  {ie\Ä^'iiv'w%ich'"ii   was    snrt^toH:"'<*'Äo 
biien:)   ein    )..    v  ..f.aiu   -jrli    d.irii-p  ,   *(Ji    it 
mortal  fje  was  od  their  course,  which^  ttie 


lamp  of  heavcn,  fast 
most  throne,  ilhiniined 


f«  Dat  we 


ising  (o'hfer'^MgMfer- 
StrTtrn^"SfeMÄ8  a 


byeljat  well'known  foolpath,  Q\e''  mhÜkTed 

his   younz  companion  inlo  ttic   wiiT^'  wBd, 
anüämj  ?fi  l,ri-i  ,!i   .   ,  .r,     -n, ■•.„/■       , 
champaiffn  conatry ;  few  snd  saa  teere  the 


words  of  thc  fair  EstcIIa,  as,  whb  tettt  anfl  i 
anxiety-spurred    stcps,  thpy    heM   on    tlitftr  I 
loncly  way,  while  to  those  fcw  and  «ad  «or< 
her  holy  comfortcr  still  rcplicd  in  termS  And  I 
libncs  of  cheerful  encoiiragement. 

AIrcädy  had  they  toiFed  on,  till'Within  bälf  1 
a  led^b  of  thc  tlermitage,  in  sllerice  and  ih  1 
safcty ;  but  weariness  and  tanpiof  hu«^  ] 
heavy  upon  bis  ago  and  her  disease  tmd  | 
sorrow-enfecbled  framc;  while  the  pale  orb  ( 
of  night,  conscious  of  tbc  n^ar  approach  cf  J 
her  splendid  successor,  gradaally  retired  j 
(Vom  the  conqueror's  patfa,  and,  ber  twinlD- 
ling  subjects  fast  rcccdlng  tn  her  train,  Icft  J 
the  vacated  field  of  ether  to  cxchauge  its  veU 
of  sobcr  gray  for  the  roseatc  livery  of  tbe-  | 
herald  dawn. 

And  now  a  sbrill  whistle  sounded  from  tii9-  J 
thkket  wbich  fringed  with  sylran  broidery  1 
their  winding  path,  and  a  rutlian  bandit,  J 
springing  iVoni    its  vcrdant  nmbnäcadc,  fir- 


i 
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rcslcd  with  fiercc  comoModin^  voioe,  Ictrific 
glancc,  and  brandisbcd  bUde,  Ibe  steps  of 
thfi  way-loro  victins. 

I  ."Now.sirnKmk,  yoor  parseor  yoarlife!" 
cried  the  meaacing  Tillais,  wbo  fiasped  witb 
oac  sioei^y  band  ibe  girdle  of  ihc  rerercnd 
man,while  the  olher  presented  Üre  glistening 
sicel  to  bis  throbt. 

Previoosly  to  leaving  the  cemetory  of 
8t.  Anastasta,  tbe  moük  faad  taken  cbargo  of 
the  pnrac  witli  whicb  bis  si»ter  bad,  by  bis 
direction,  provided  Este^la;  tliis  he  Qowdrcw 
from  bis  Toetments,  and  presented  to  tbc 
Jobber,  saying : — 

"  Ünbftppy  man !  whose  lil'c  and  soulalikc 
will,  T  fear,  becomc  ihe  fortV'it  of  thy  fcuÜty 
Incre.  leave,  O  leave,  wliilc  yet  time  ia  tbinc, 
the  evil  of  thy  ways  !  Receivc  thia  coin,  not 
ns  tho  foul  extortion  o!"  thy  dishoncs^^,  bat 
a^  tbe  boonof  charity:  rctire  tbec  (o  repffnt- 
ance  and  1o  tcpainHon,  and  IcRve  IIU'WHy 


u 


m? 


«renn*  Qt  bwif-^««"  iBWfti'  lo  (im^  5dl 

foi  adiW  rm(»„tc,iMi(  Cflpi*W„,  -^f/fcHÄ?!" 
'«.«rfnl,l#l!4,»lTyl*l,  "«j)?(W«Mii,ri"»  iJ 

,,„„•,1  Biglit.,(lomH!is K;  srovjilf!! . l|"i „fi'äfqjS" 

,««än**  «Wfil   prqbaljla  l'attier  Piclyjiere 
tM^iuti:  liimiprinoipal.puise-|>^ror;^|:yjij 

■  IhOSoiwkirfJioliWSS-"  .i'^M.i-     I., -.7  p!),id 

,...,.-l!,|r«is,*«ilhct,"  rqpljed  (he,  01"«'™?;%». 

«llo»0,«W*!8>u»»  haad»  P«PMf<l!,','',S».''- 

■cnlatlia;ii|(im(i«u>i1,l(sW  ?«fSS''«."^?   .»„..n 

"  MiscreanI,  hold  off!"  cricd  tlie  ^i^fjiniijin  I 

Bi>nk;'Hhaß,9,4,pfJM«f4«"MRS'f '''"'"'' 


SRs'yW'a'iW-ilna'  ,ialVimti»>  ■-taMr  U 
tbe  »erity  of  m^  tÄffl, '^Tlieii  TwAirtoT«!!, 

Sfil8?4j''4te"ilf'c<)läe;"«M--)™»rti«.d, 
SSi^'A  »eWMl'M!'  btlif'alMMi  f«^'  The 

paiiioii; Tdid  Irnttik»  tWlelliri^Mlltl'ud 

'o^diysflf  bavc  nanglitto'ifeibpt  s-e<n  Märtce. 

Now  hotd;  if  'ckitft^'ft!    'Öi!  »r*»  jwir 

fe;pä'''oi' lietev  iremW((i)li"*r' (1*3  («ul, 

f'lub'Bot'to  addf^d,  tb  unpaT4onabl(?iertia*r ' 

""Vi^iiwere  llle  adjuratJbl»  öf  ffie-yto«f«ble 

'pVe'aW,"itMlc"fdiM  äUd  SIMl'Ui  l)M"t«riais 

°ii'aslo)'i'tWi(litaüi!:'ii>^di>irMi1b«'lii<iem- 

bird's  waU,  rang  the    läirril^  Bh'i»t|IJ<"6r  tbe 

'"■(evoleüf^'tetk,  Whsi^  vi«*iM«(al«« IxUon 

"ajreadf  (UsbM<rW'<°g<V«HiTCllUrliip  hs- 

aealb  lfe'i^lUi-Ma^<«iS«<Mi|bll  mOaii 

'"Jä'i'Ärli"'-'"'"'''»''''"'  '""• 

'""'-'i'jait&iiTillA«VU*»i„."  ,«,,eit,. 


I 


I 
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ratcd  in  toncs  wbicli  told  of  horrors  cre  tlieix  J 
birtb. 

With  onc  Swing  tbe  second  raragiiig bandit  I 
lined  hcrto  bis  brawny  Shoulder,  and,  oppoSt 
ing  the   otber  to  tbe   nigged  tbicket,  forcod  1 
witb  bis  prey  a  passage  to  the  glade  it  sbade^« 

"  Now,  by  my  soul's  life,"  cried  tbe  monfc  J 
(wrestling  witb  bis  deridingdetainer),  "  I  wijl  | 
havc  thy  weapon,  or  thou  ahaU  have  my  | 
hearf  s  blood !" 

Ficrcc  and  forcefui  was  tbestruggle,  buttb«  ] 
powers  of  bis  youth  were  remAnded  to  tfaeir  I 
long'forsaken  posts,  and  the  monic  was  Tic-  J 
torious.     Flinging  from  bim  the  robbet  wilh  1 
a  blow  tbat  momcntally  vaoquished  seuse,  be  ' 
recicd  and  feil;  whilc  tbe  boly   man  barst 
throogb  tbo  loafy  scroen  in  time  io  preserve 
the  faonour  of  bis  cbarge,  by  bedding  Ibc  wea- 
pon he  had  so  hardly  won,  decp  betwceo  Üie 
massive  Shoulders  of  tbe  violator.    It  pone-  •. 
(ratcti  to  tbocavltyof  thO'Chcst:  he  boundcÄ  I 
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iipwards  wi4h  ono  sbort  convulsive  yell,  ui^ 
votniting  blood,  black  as  hts  purpose, 
back,  and  in  horrible  agonics  expired. 

And  now  the  first,  but  transicntly  stuDoed 
villain,  recoTcring  perception  and  motiön, 
darted  to  the  sccno  of  horror,  andi  sctzing 
(wbile  the  monk  was  engaged  in  encouraging 
the  slnking  Eatclla)  the  weapon  of  bis  dead 
Commdr,  rushed  od  the  soldier  of  his  God, 
wfaose  weakeaed  arm  bcgan  unwilliugly  to 
relax  its  latc  unwonted  nerve.  Again  "the 
beart-bnrsting  cries  of  the  wretched  Eslella 
rent  the  ranlt  of  heavcn  for  succour  to  her 
defender ;  when  a  charger's  riuging  hoofs  dis- 
tantly-soanded  on  the  fliaty  way,  while  hiä 
rider's  deep  aDswering  halloos,  ashc  sparred, 
with  windlikc  flectucas,  to  the  aid  of  the 
oppreased,  inspired  with  morc  than  Acodish 
fury  the  manster,  whose  doubly  impioas  pnr- 
poscr  Of  punisbinciitnow  hung  on  the  balancc 
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nesä,  feil,  while  the   baiidit,  {MttikdtilpoVM 

hi«,oav)'urii>D»wt«Bg-4|4ve«9afy  Mutln^ltewt^: 

Stella  ahtsnfcirr««  tttflilwiHfi^fefveMttrerfifiai 

dismounled,  forced  Iiis  way  to  her  retiediu 

t&Uflg^HktJHijßf  biii.jHii^iiQltUory  appkültf^-A^  ' 

faHga  mtq:D.J^avßQgiQgs(i#[)lierd,.»o,JwHiaui 
iogLibilfc'  hold  '  «^  iii»  ■■■■  outcrynbouBaatiÜ  <i*ni<i  > 
Dfwdy>in9«itf»le'  vicUin,  didi  Ü>6  aiart)er6'tl*( 
raviäher  rush  to  the  asaaiilt  of  tba!  intrepiAr 
it^MdMiWi  tüis  loir  of  crime :  buldacfibottdü 
nlHD>:bift  random  and  infuriated  paast^il 
datjesd  ibiraself,  mucb  less  aqnoiy/i  tbejoooj 
bi£fri9«MtuMlfi|Hiaiea«tfO  <  lO^Ua 


i«rtft0-c»s(!^froravtfiac^pM  Dil  tho*  b«itpMaibd 
Mtlthe«iv<»<lD«in  mhicU  fHitr'ßmaU,  «ÜMbI 

lurffleäj'^*'  ''.il  :■)  -/..v  '-'■ii  '■■'  "'  I  .'.■')Uiti<\fn>^ib 
ligiCor  ÜtimMnornäo^i^W  dlsdloäad',  wki<ib> 

MJ^Litftho  tiad'h:tliTbcd'W  rescife Iwir hoHMHri'< 

t4r^toie  her  biippLnessl  ''i>  ■'  't^'''  i-nl^^i'«! 
I fibodderin^  with  exceäs  ^ot!  evbmfacMM^i 
tnuisporty  äbeiiiivoia  essayod  ttf'give^^oDBifr' 
tö'.lbe  >aiugbo^ctBoUoDS'iof  Uet-Bodl;'MQ^ 
rwSiivfaEr  4tspäir>beBai]ftboel''fi3<rm  #P««vt&»ci 
cold   bosom   of   her  martyTed  det'ender,  she 


sileiUly  toUcred  towards  her  beart's  Jord, 

rCüctibSMm  buf'at  ^e  moment,  wbeD,  benÜffl 

Ing  aowti  io  lislen  to  a  i\bisp<ired  rcctucüt  < 

die'sdcDiingly  exhausted  bandit,  he  recetvoL 
H.   ■    .  -   ■  ■■■-   "'-^   '  '■    ■"<IS 

ä  stileito,  wblcb  tbä  miscroant  |md,secnui'^ 

^teep  !n(o  his  aXäe !  , 

'''"lAoAstcr!"  murmurcd  tbc  gallant  victii](|f1 

"my  furbuarance  costs  nie  ijiy  lii'c,  but  i 

dÖ  lobgor  sp;»re  tiine!" 

With'tlic  surpassing  force  of  aoslackfli 
youth's  tlntimcly  dcatb-grasp,  he  wrung  ' 
villain's  suObcatiu^  tliroal,  iuid,  drawin) 
fortii  tbc  rccking  messenger  of  fate  warm  lioi 
bis  owti  vitals,  Struck  U  througb  tbose  of  Ü 
assassin ! 

Bat  di?atli-dew9  were  fast  gatliering  on  b 
o\ni   noble   brow :  be  feil ;  and   Estellat  I 
oHiii  EstcUa,  the  spcctatress,  tbe  oa^awm  a 
bis    täte,  crouching   beside  bim,  raised  hiÜ 
bfad  upon  bcr  knccs,  aud,  pressing  bard  1 
baiidkcrdüci'  to    bis    fast  gasbing   womiafl 
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watclied,  withfixed  gaze,  the  flitüng  codtuI- 
sions  which  shadowed  at  quick  iotervals  bis 
beaatiful  eyes,  and  then,  from  bis  quirering 
Ups  of  lOTe-increasiog  power,  elicited  the 
fatal  smile  wbich  mars  the  joy  it  mlmics. 

"  Carlosi  my  husband  !"  sbe  whispered, 
"  is /Aw  our  mceÜD^,  and  you  know  menotl 
Mnat  thifi  be  our  parüng,  too ;  and  will  you 
QOt,  for  the  last  time,  bless  your  Estella  V 

Love,  stronget  thau  deatb,  awakened  the 
nnmbed  powers  of  nearly  vanquished  percep- 
tion:  a  Toseate  glow,  the  proper  livety  of  the 
tnie  heart's  alleKiance,  momentally  surmount- 
ed  the  pale  äag  of  terrors ;  wbile  reaaoD,  re- 
cognition,  rapture,  rusfaed  to  the  unfilmed  Win- 
dows of  sight  to  gaze  a  last  farewell,  an  bo 
murmured,  "Estella!  my  adored  1  fierel— 
What!  niet  so  soon,  so  strangelyl  that  dit' 
guUe,  too !  Ob,  God  !  was  it,  theo,  my  w\fe 
I  saved  7 — saved  but  to  again  abandon,  and 
torevtr! — Oh!  wbo  ehall  now  protect " 
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Hfl  convulsivcly  raised  onc  hand;  it  foll 
ptiwerless,  cold ;  looked  a  long  themc  ol'  mi- 
guish— grroaned,  aud  died  ! 

Here  tlie  wifc  of  Cliftoo  paused,  for  sbe 
feit  thc  warm  tears  of  sympathy,  wbicb  her 
Story  had  drawa  from  tbc  eyes  of  her  brave 
husband,  glide  down  her  own  glowing  cheek. 
With  a  deep  sigb  Clifton  drcw  her  to  bis 
faithful  breast  with  a  fcrvid  pressure;  tht;D, 
filonly  rising,  rang  for  lights,  and,  receiving 
tbem  from  tbc  servant  at  tbe  door,  rcturncd 
towards  the  family  piciure,  upon  which  bis 
tutored  gazc  now  rested  with  heightened  in- 
tercst.  The  sccne  it  reprcsented  was  a  wiM 
fiylvaa  glade ;  tbc  timc,  the  gray  dawn  of  a 
hcavy  inorning;  ncarly  in  tbe  centro-oftbe 
foreground,  sat  on  thc  turf  a  lovely  youthful 
figarc  clotbcd  in  the  baliiliraentn  of  a  page, 
lUt  thc  collar  of  the  veat,  mdely  torn  open  as 
ly  force,  dispinyed  tbe  unveiied  sanctuary 
if  a  feiriaic  bosom  :  bor  profuse  aiid   silkcii 
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nuglcls,  afa  pale  gülden  hae,  "dabbied  in 
blooii,"  bad  escaped  from  Iho  concealmcnt  of 
H  largc  bat  which  bad  dropped  near  hcr.aiul 
were  tfarowa  far  back  by  bands  of  pecoliar 
excellency  of  form  and  colonr,  as  if  to  permit 
tJie  more  aadistorbed  penisal  of  tbe  face  of  a 
dead  cavalier,  wbose  body  Uy  extended  on 
Üie  turl',  btit  wbose  bead  sbe  supportcd  od 
her  koees.  Hascoline  beauly,  to  an  exqui- 
site degree  of  perfection,  still  marlied  tbe 
features  of  tbe  dead,  wbose  opturued  expreo- 
sioa  iodicated  tbat  tbe  last  glaace  of  tbe  nuw 
eteroally  ckwed  eyes  tutd  bccD  excbaaged  wiüi 
those  wbicb  Ktill  re«tcd  oq  tbem  witb  a  look 
wbose  mingled  cbatmctcr  depictcd  all  Ibat 
ama^p,  kive,  grief,  and  reäignation,  migbt 
beinaginedtoexpraaa;  wbile  from  a  deep 
wraad  iattw  kA  öde  of  tbe  caralier  seemed 
togmbtforj  foaataiB,witb<ibicb  Ihe  dia- 
peri««  of  botfa  fipiies  were  d«cpty  inbaed. 
.  Neu  ihtm,  «ad  farmipg  a  principal  üai- 
P2 
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room,  whero  sandmcbes  aod  smiles  avahed 
bi^aMral,  itwas  oiriy  mtb  >ef>BÜBgl]t.B)|;„ 
ohserrairt  i^ietji  tbat  Donna  CaUlioa  «^ud,. 
hin  for  so  long  forgettiog  Ibat  she  ira$  a. 
ftHrcp,  and  wanted  her  supper.  Tbe  sobject 
oT  Ute  picturo  was  mentioned  no  more  tbat 
niglit;  and  Doona  Catülina,  reto^iug,  f^d 
ia  Mmf  SAFt  regretting,  tbe  deeplfj^rua*^ 
Bood  iu  wbich  her  legend  bad  pluo^^ij  h^r 
|dv«,  determinpd  tA  givp  bis  f^clin^s  aod  bef 
»irA.awJ«ory«.bQ^d^  $r^  ^cvM^Itff^cdii. 

taoüatiaz»   ^f»    .rtttJodutla  aldj^d 
1  dum  ^diiiMqiat»  bau  U^j  liöHj  d^in» 

.tlMilitciti  n) 

.ibjccbl 


fflftaii.  Vi. 


,  BuT  Clitton's  rencwcd  enlrcaties,  imi 
diatoly  alter  breakfast  Ihe  next  mofning,  stic- 
ccedcd  in  abridgin^  the  duration  of  bis  in- 
tcndcd  penanre ;  and  Donna  Catalina,  erfing 
"Ah,  flauerer!  you  havc  provcd  I  can  deny 
yon  nolhing,"  thua  procecded  with  her  tale, 
Ol'  whicli,  witiiout  chroniciing:  the  various 
unavoidable  intcmiptions  it  afterwards,  to 
Clifton's  great  annoyaDcc,  reccived,  wc  shall, 
Ibr  the  gratification  of  tboso  who  may  parti- 
cipate  in  bis  anxiely  from  tliis  poititj  conS- 
nuo  tbe  unbrokcn  narration  ;— 

The  sun  had  looked  upoD  the  sad  night  I 
the  glade  of  blood  prescnted  for  several'l 
hours,  when  the  duenna  and  her  son-in-law. 


-who  had  takcQ  another  and  moro  Trequcntcd 
road  to  tbo  bcrmitage,  arrivcd  thcre,  and 
learncd  from  its  pious  inliabitaot,  that  tbe 
f^ucsU  Ihey  hoped  to  mect,  bad  neltber 
rcacbcd  it,  Dor  evca  aunouiiccd  to  bim  thcir 
desigD  of  cominj:.  Surprised,  aUrmed,  and 
goadcdon  by  anuncontroulable  impulsc,  tbc 
faitliful  LcuD  imniediately  returned  towards 
tbc  MoDastery  of  St.  Benedict,  in  that  byc 
dircctioD  whicb  thc  unfortunutc  travcllcr^ 
bad  chosen.  A  borse  wandering  witliout  h\s 
rider  attracted  bis  ootice;  but,  hastenmir 
OQward,  a  voicc,  sweetcr  tbau  buman  voico 
tbatever  yet  was  beard  chauDtiog  a  requietn 
für  llio  soals  of  tbc  departed,  broke  on  bis 
Startled  car :  be  knew  it  weil,  for  tbcre  could 
be  but  one  such — it  was  Estella 's.  llc,  tuo, 
observed  and  entercd  tbc  fatally  forced  pass 
of  tbe  Üiicket,  aud  behcld  her  employmt'nt 
and  her  Company ! 
Astonisbmcnt  and  surrow    strugglcd  for 


naalery  io  tbs  wruog  bosom  o(<  thU  <tef<t»j 
foHoTrer,  whea  he  recogniKed  tfaepale  feM- 
tnres  of  hl»  dead  master.  To  bave  si«t  bis 
loved  patroD  lirin^,  wonld  have  pioredthe 
Idgtteat  triaiDph  which  heaven  conU  bavc 
awarded  to  bis  answerving  attorhmeqt;  t» 
befaold  bim  tbns  antiiiiely  levelled.  to  'the 
«arth,  was  a  shock  wfaicb,  for  an  iDterval, 
deprived  htm  of  pity,  say  almost  oi'TÜuMt, 
fbt  tfae  othor  victiina  ofa  calaiottf  so  «xl«^ 

StarttQg,  at  last,  rrom  bis  trano«  of  dann)) 
and  amated  Borrow,  he  knelt  to  £st«lU,  fuul 
in  Bccents  the  most  soolbing,  tlie  nKtat.qlü^ 
dient,  besoughtber  to  perButbim-tOCpn4llfll 
ber  from  that  scene  of  deatb.         ,    i  -^    v.,.ii 

*'  Never,  Leon,"  she  calmJy  repHed  ;  '^ d&- 
TCr,  unaccompanied  by  my  love.  Sock  yoa 
the  means  to  retnove  those  sacred  renaias 
Io  the  holy  hermitagc,  towards  which  I  was 
joaraeying,  nor  donbt  my  attendaoc«.  Hmj, 
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'gttoälJeon,  röetrain  that  impctuose  sorroi 
If  },  so  newly,  so  woiKlrouHly  rc-aoiled 
mf 'Carlos,  cao  look  upon  bim  thos,  andjsar 
'  HsaT6D'6  will  be  done.'  siirely  pou  may 
Joak  apoo  me,  and  say  '  WomaD,.  be  t/tine 
compUad  with.'" 

Leen  ahuddered,  blushed,  bowcd,  »ad 
obeyed:  witb  trombliag  Steps  bo  tt-SDUgJU 
the  bermitage ;  butbad  proceedcd  ooly  afew 
pacea  oa  the  way,  when  the  merry  caroL  of 
Cdntented  indu^try,  retumiag  to  its  Doontide 
meal,  5ound«d  near,  aad  a  cheerful  band  of 
woodcuttora  approached,  to  wbom  be  gmb- 
tnuDicated  the  drcadful  catastropfao  whioh 
bad  oGcurred,  and  demanded  their  aid  ja  ro- 
moving  Ibe  bodies. 

SooD  these  meu  cut  froai  ttie  tbicket  a 
qaastity  of  bougJis,  nith  which,  uuder  hiä 
dinictioD,  tbey  coostructcd  two  rüde  biers, 
aud.beddiiigtbem  tbickly  with  foliage  and 
wild  llowors,  they  placed  Ihereon  the  bonour- 


ed-dead,  and  bure  theui  slowlyitowardattbe 
berniitttgo.  EetcUa,  suppoited  by  Leon, 
waJked  cluse  by  ber  lord's  aide,  wliosc  dcad 
band  her  own,  scarcely  less  cobi,  ciil'uldcd; 
whilc  ever  iiud  anun  hcir  eye  would  sUay 
from  his  form  tu  that  of  bcr  vcnerable  de- 
fender,  and  Üicn  agaio  be  upturncd  with  a 
^^nce  which  expressed  tbat  Üic  paticiice  it 
had  bcaoiight  was  accorded. 

Tbe  wbito  cross  whicb  suriuoanted  Ihe 
liermitago  nas  already  visible,  wheu  the 
uit;rry  sound  of  thc  hörn  rang  wido  Uiruugh 
wood  and  Valley ;  the  bbtbe  chidtug  of  tUe 
hounds  was  mjngled  with  llie  sportsman's 
joyoQs  balloos ;  and  Echo,  catcbing  tiic  glad- 
üome  notos  as  tbey  floated  pafit  her  sectet 
cell,  still  reverberatcd  thcir  iuspiring  melody, 
Tbe  panting  game,  in  view,  scudded  over  the 
scented  piain,  wbilc  swilH  rfestruction  mo- 
uuced  witb  ilying  fcct  and  exultiug  sbouls 
hard  upon  her  death-measured  track. 


The  hunters  qnickly  followcd,  all  save  oite 
noble  horseman,  who  n]one  laggcd  in  pacc 
to  penise  thc  monrnAt)  proccssion ;  and, 
stayiag  bis  pnntin^  conrser  a»  iC  slowly 
woiind  its  heavy  way  bcside  him,  demnndcd 
tu  bc  informed  of  thn  ncciilent  that  had 
occnrred,  and  the  names  and  qunlity  of  thc 
^tifferers:  the  enquirer  was  the  Count  de 
Ximenes. 

Horror  and  alarm  were  in  the  visaj^e  of 
Leon  when  hc  beheld,  and  bot  too  well  re> 
mcmbcred,  the  proud  and  implacablc  qaes- 
Koncr,  nhosc  quick  glnncing'  eye  had  thc 
ncxt  momeat  recognized  in  the  retainor  of 
the  delcslcd  Medina,  fhe  Iiumblc  confidant 
of  hls  daiij^hter's  lover.  Soo'i  haughtyragc 
dilatcd  thc  lofty  proportions  of  his  timc 
unbent  form ;  his  brow  archcd  in  conlempto- 
OU9  indiffcrenco,  and  hc  preparcd  tn  ngain 
sivc  spur  to  his  restraint-lreinbling;  stecd  un- 
answrrcd,    whon    Estclla,    drawin^    ddfpty 
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w^oöntonaace  her  sbadowiog  bat, 
gcntly  detaitiiiig  bis  hridle,  bent  Tier  tnee  at 
hiis  stirnip,  and,  in  a  feigDcd  voicc  änit 
Moorisli  acccnied  Spanisb,  thus  atiäwefed'' 
foT  Ute  trcmliling  and  dow  astoniahaifektf-^'^ 
nTOfted  Leoii.  ""   " '""  • '^*  ^'  * 

'"•^ell  and  sacrilcgid»«i^HifakK'"äHb«S'lÄi'* 
BuYlied  last  midmgbt  tbo  [ieaitj'ei^t  cii9iki  dl^ 
yoiider  sbady  glade,  ätid  '^yed  itä  TbMMl 
greensward  dccp  in  tbe'strcaids  of'^Irtj'ftnrf' 
öf  hononr.  Had  Itpicascdthe  irtig:htiestthat 
ti^ese  vile  veins  bad  all  been  enipticd  to  savc 
itich  a  precious  tide,  a  nobler,  a  holier 
tongne  had  fhia  sad  mof  ning  told  th«  talc  of 
aannmourncd  alien's  deittli.  But>w«c  isom! 
I'Rt«  tu  bear  a  worthless  being>  pvrcbfcsed 
ät  ft  '  price  which  purest  holinese,  t^bMi 
tmest  kDightbood,  ill  caa  spare. 

"  Last  uight,  while  I  jouroeyed  to  join  Ibo' 
foctwnea  o(  tay  bouunred  lord,  the  lumds  of  thc 
iHtrJt^.  awl  tbe  cru«l  urero  lifted  up  agmiw^ 

'  ' '  ai»qit  f 
•aaäqlk '    >  '  ' ' 
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nw  reeb^  foirm.  Yon  Uoly  monk  nished  lo 
my  rescue,  aüd,  interposing  between  me  Muf 
pcrdition,  feil  a  murdered  victim  to  bis  owa 
charity  and  my  preservation.  Oh!  that  yiere^ 
et  least,  might  end  thc  deadly  story  !  but  fresb 
Outrügei  ncw  alanns,  again  forced  the  cri^^oi 
Üje  oppresBcd  to  summon  tbe  avengets  pf  ta* 
josticc ;  and  my  gallant  master,  nnconscjom 
o^  knowing  the  belog  he  protected^  ctm^y 
IUlc  tbjc  heavcQ-lRuaclied  boU  of  doom^  upon, 
tlic  Spoiler;  but  trcacbery  wrought  Itis  laim 
and  b«  dicd  for  onc  who  waa  not  worthj)  tp 
live  for  kiro  !  Yes ;.  Don  Catlos  de  M^dy[t9i 
diMl  for  U»  s/m« /"'  II  >•>..'.  :.  niirFiiTMunA 

"Ab!  aaypstthou,  boyl''  ortf^fheCom^ 
"<didbe,  thon,  diel  Hold  close  my  bridle.  l 
woald  gaze  upon  tbe  brotbct  of  that  OfiaRsain 
nlm  has  made  void  tny  bousc's  bopc." 

He  ali^fatedi  aod,  with  eyes  flamiag  with 
rMOBgefal  tham^b,  looked  loog  and  JoyAilly 
tipoD  thc  bcautcous  dead. 

"  Yeg; -Kfl  hia  Very  aelf!' h? oi^d T  "  Alphon- 
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so.'tny  son,  my  boir,  look  down  and  smil«; 
Ihrtu  art  in  part  avenged  \" 

He  turnrd  in  dcmoDiac  cxullation  away, 
and  soemtd  to  liold  joyons  iateroal  com- 
iDuning  with  his  own  sattsficd  reflecttoos; 
but  suddonly,  his  bron  rcarfully  loweriog  on 
Leon  de  Silva, 

"And  thou,"  he  vried,  "dumb  und  con- 
science- stricken  Varlet,  infottn  mo  what  Daia- 
siou  brouglit  tlie  daring  Medina  to  ro; 
domainB  7" 

Leon  cust  a  Icniüed  and  imploring:  glauce 
on  bis  lud},  and  was  preparing  to  reply,  wben 
G-stella  tUtts  again  aoswcred  for  bim  :  — 

"Tbc  missioD,  my  lord,  was  tove;  at  least 
wiUi  such  a  cbaractcT  my  young,  and  perbapa 
romanlic,  fancy  drcsscs  thc  Iiajsle  with  whicb 
my  nol>Ic  master,  just  landed  on  bis  Dotivo 
soil,  Journeyed  towards  tbc  dwelliog  of  her 
wbosc  vows,  ere  he  dcparted  from  it,  your 
o\vii  approval  bad  sanctioned  and  conßrmcd. 
Forgivo  iäs  gcucrous  mcmory  tbe  commis- 
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sion  of  an  uninlondcd  fault.  Alas!  be  knt^w 
not  tbnt  (ilooU  hud  batiied  Uic  alt»r  of 
afBance,  and  ohiiteritted  t!ie  bund  uf  prü- 
mised  faitbl" 

"  Boy !"  cried  Ximenes,  "  I  would  Üie 
evciit  of  last  night  had  becn  but  a  fevr  boars 
procrastinated ;  your  master  would  tben  bavG 
known  tbatdeatb,  untimely  death,  has  assert- 
ed  the  cause  of  oulraged  daty :  he  would,  I  teil 
tbee,  thca  have  known,  wbat  tbou,  perfaaps, 
will  joy  to  tbiuk  be  nevcr  now  can  know, 
that  beneatb  tbe  unhououtcd  turf  of  Üic  cemc- 
tery  of  St.  Ana^tasia  slecps  Ibe  rebelHouä 
daoehter,  tbe  unnatural  sister,  wboso  beart 
carried  wilb  it,  cven  to  tbat  unblesscd  grave, 
tbe  tinay;e  of  bim  whosc  race  has  extenni- 
Bated  her  father'3  name !" 

Estella  bad  hitherto  wept  deeply,  but  silent- 
ly,  during  Iicr  falber»  specch ;  but  her  sobs 
now  became  unrcstrai nable,  and  the  Counl 
scornfully  cbid  tbe  cxprea»ion  of  a  sympathy. 


wliich,  by  cootrastmg,  seeme«]   iadirecÜjr  la 
accuse  bis  own  despair-annonred  apstfay. 

"  Notv  ,quit  tby  bold,  and  away,  tbou  babr- 
ey«d  pagcl"  he  cried;  "fit  enctunaA  tot  a 
beardless  wooer :  away  !  aad  bJde  tby  btiov. 
scalded  lid$  beneath  thy  mother'a  biggiad 
'iwill  fit  ihee  beUer  Uuui  a  war-cap  wer,  lIKi 
be  swom!" 

"  Alas,  my  lord !"  replied  Estella,  "  I  Aavfc 
no  motker,  and,  Id  ttuth,  my/a/Aer  ha«  nom 
in  fiu.  I  believc  I  was  born  under  a  walerj,. 
planet,  aad  could  be  even  well  pleased  Igrf 
weep  away,  and  number,  by  my  tears,  a 
mioutes  to  come  on  tbis  side  tfae  gr&re»  m» 
they  might  find  gnce  in  yoar  estiniation  tVq 
win  my  lonl's  lady  loTe'n  ashes  a  restiafni 
plac«  ia  thc  sepukbro  of  her  anc«slore." 

"  Yotith,"  replied  XiiDenes,  "wouldstthon. 
ank  \vbat  oiily   tby  Maker   aod  miae  could 
domand  and  obtain,  by  cancelling  the  avi^^ 
boiid  bct%v«cn  us,  seeiitg  that  tt  is  by  bw  w 


I 
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hit^nv^tna'  fbät  her  re^Altoi)«;  dnst  sliall 
nevepiäm(^e  witfrmiii*'?"  ' 
-■*<Oh'  theni  niy  ford/'  cri^d  EötflJa',  "if 
that  oi«y  not  be,  T  win  pray  for  yoW  söilft 
foiflivene^s  for  Ümt  crnel  oath,  cvery  sani  t 
'Pftliiitted  (o  See  r!se  and  Set,  to  my  Ure's 
«Kdl,  06  yoH  will  not  die  widioiiE  inscribing 
on  yoar  child's  solitary  grave,  '  Estella  is  for- 

[j**i!*-  '.''-  - -'It'  ■  '   ■■         '■"■■ 

"AflliH«  ^bice'iiHe  «nlKti^y'ltibMd'llerU^ 
of'fhe  stlirtipslie  Imd  hithefto  detained,  and. 
bowin^  to  thc  groimd,  covercd  her  face,  and 
rtnatned  silcnt. 

*  "  And  wlio  arc  yon,"  questioued  the  sari 
priscd  Count,  "who  would  thiia  derofe  toi 
UUwtfiii  life-  lo  the  toil  oi  nnsought,  nnappre- 
ciated  deprecatiosf  Bid  thc  dead  scrpetit,'' 
f#ho  has  Icft  her  sting  still  festering  in  my 
hkaal  wtth  livmg  vcnom,  bcqaeath  to  thee'the 

ll^ij^  of  her  (ihaiDpionship  ?    Wearest  thou 

ä«ni.  It.  Q 


will'  ■cktiüi^ftamiHl^^'htan-  W\ 
thed.*  '  ■'  ''•■'■''■   ■  ''■■"^ai"i<lii=   vui   ,ogiiirroif  x^ 

he  spurrtd'hi^'btfrsi^  ottWarda,  f«lTopM  j 
ptUAäi'-  Bilted,' tooktrf  wistftillV  tai 
igklh  retu^t^  töWarOs  llie  mburn^^;  • 
'■'"Böy,"  «lt8'lie>  *•  oncov'ef  thy  VJäS^?! 

anon  a  notc  in  it  tbat  pleases  mine  iNir't^JItll 
ÄMiat^,  sAiiti  aii'oot!' aä  1  MTÖlCrJdlliten 
Arföidgh  ttae  Ar6it  watcbes  of'a  winter'^'oi 
*feiH"*atefnIöes3'brinfe3  ö'et '  Üie '^itVlilH 
oiißä4^'shaaowB'o^  th^'p^i  •tAT'ikii^%'ii 
HAiii's  wM'ch  almö'st  ecbo  bacV  i^  dejilai 
soäiitls:  haply  thy  features  may  Siiao  reÖei 
a'^üfn  itsn^ithered  seinblaDces.  Be  uncÖTeiv  j 
cd,  1  roMAiitnif  you  ?" 
"Nay,  spare  me,  my  lord/  röplkd G^etti 


bp«tla;fl 
1.a*a^ai 


'5ft|iM9(?«,^«v^ftT,ofi.thfi  üiJffene^ftnd  to  do 
li)?(9ir  rt#WöWß?ffi*^j  wUft,pii',»JH,ly,  but  my 
^>«^e«y;^.iÖft|t'):9.fMed^«,vlV?i,alflfl«  Claim 
niy  bomage,  my  Submission ;  and  my  btood 
pJtjWq^fbjflieWPCiM-W.^J»?  «fld  ,^^  I  w-ill 

i.n;;"^^i?'V;pn»p!prfd»".>«f'*,'r.*i^"gbtfai 

pause,  rctqpjed  ,.lh^;,b9Mghf:y!  lAfdi.  "aod  I 
lfiu^^t4a/f^^.lmn  Ibyj^a^mBS  a  wr^tof 
{fjk.d«i^ol^4f  ,ßo, 4p  rtgutsl  \hB  öincQTeTy  of 
tby;fcalur(!fi.",  i  ,-,  , 

I  j  "'TiB  bard  for  nie,  [iiy  lorti,"  ryj^incd 
^steUa,  "  to  dpny  lo  yoti  rcquest  q»  i^ven 
^piniiitnid,  but  to  citlier  my  fato  aüUcgmpels 
a,  rcfusal  ^vhicL  my  hctwl,  rc^relft :  .but  jl^,,too, 
l^ave  an  oatJi,ralhor  lo  Jopk.  pii  dcath  ifa^If  thaa 
Qi^lhe.  fe£M:i'ul  cycsof  an  uj^o^giviitg  faffier." 

nbile  roses  and  anemoaeSj^of^^^^^^.gvave 
«*WrS9B^»P*RT,-"  ,«,  ,»0.  3,.qa  .^ß'  ■- 

«32. 


"  My  Ion!,"  Said  Eatella,  "  tli«  gta«rewitR 
ifmine  angories  tieceivc  mo  aol,  produbeil 
vegfetation  -more  statflf.  Stuf,  If /Wrtn  yMl 
bleeding  bosom  shoold  slloot'  a  hMty^tteA 
wbosG  widc-cxtcndcd  branches  shall  readi  tt^ 
ay,  and  even  root  tticm  in,  äio  resentfU  iöll 
of  Uie  Ximenes,  ho#,  ^^  Wrd/'WAtttfl'^ 
receivc  the  inlruders  ?"       '   '^''"  ""'t'it'';*  aid 

"  TIiou  speatcst  'an  Mtjg;itolit;  ätiük}  ^'j^lc,* 
replied  Ximenes;  "hut  /'will  auswer  tliee  ti 
uuriddUitg  verity.  I  would'  röOt  np,  theo  littll 
the  noisome  growth  away,'  io  '^H'tfte'rlßiä  'w 
petish."  '      ■ .      j'i      u    ij.i« 

"But  bow,  if  many,  ofr!  very  many,  ^e'tkVii 
hence,  deposited  ia  bis  fair  marble  bed,  mj 
lord  slept  the  sleep  that  wakes  not?' 

"  Minion !"  Ihiiudered  Ximenes,  inaRHu-fbl, 
voice,  "even  from  that  deep-Bunk  b«d  sliciulfl 
my  glaired  band  reach  up  and  sever  them  !' 
bio 


^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^H       ^^^^^H 

^^^^^^^^^^^^H    ^^^H 

1^     J 

be«rara t»jiK«ra .    AB»t*lj  Aul  laiaii 

kia  1  UwT  ditph}«!  &e  imaa  •<  Fi*K 

PltniM»;  ud  lk»ai  •>!  «>lir  » 

pelftU  gnuice  Ut,  >  k>  pt>.«J  «i»,  a« 

enc  wbo,  penetatiaf  **  ■yaie  i  wliii  mf 

U>ei»mii»>^l. 

^  ci>i>lcmj>Uliaia<dKb^j 

«U.bdb. 

<;i>i.lii«»dmt  Ite  imii»  rf  >i»e  »W  W» 

uce  or  ttieir  pncim  lni*i»  !•  «•  ts- 

blildi»;.                                                                            ■ 

WUk  Ibe  ia<lc&t>(iMe  Ico  kMta^  4e-         H 

j>artedforMa<lnd.i!kAc4oaUcb<ii(>»r         ■ 

lli<  aoni  iclm  aid  ialk  1»  &e   Dal«  ^           ■ 

lUiaui,lbeCoa*i,rmimit^*         1           ^^ 

aandcd  llle  difectioaa  «Wd 

daugliter  bad  givcn  renpecüng^awanfpoH*  J 
of  Ihe  reÄn's'orrÄya.'oaSf'IS«**«!»  J 
that  Ihcv'äouÖ  fo.hn*  Bli"l)3«W* 
Moaastery,  biniMll'  fuHüwin^m  tTo^änena- 
ance  tili  hc  saw  tlient  placed  at  lÜc  lootKftlÄ 
high  a!tar  in'lhc  clüircli  dt^St.  Ttencdict.     Xi 
human  oeing  in  that  motiastcfj,  or  Ihcctrfi- 
veiit  of  St.  Anastasüi,  s.ivc  si^ter  Clitr.i'uiiTy, 
kQcw  Ihc  purporL  oi"  Isillici  C!i<.Tiibinu^^Ti\tb 
latal  iiiidiii-iit  firaiul  ;    a\mI   it   rt'.sf<'>il''iu  (hij 
Leupiiig   ul    lliLit  j;iiK.:ious  mm,  »Iiu  liictl  of  J 
gricl  and  regret  soou  aftcr  ibe  iiit^rmeiit  6f  J 
her  saiuted  urotuer.  ' 

The  liiir  jiLi^c  followcd'the  l'icärse  of'ÖoWl 
Carloa,  in  tlit;  lon^' train  of  iiiiicrcal  poni'p,  | 
dispalclied  ijy  Ulf  aliiirtcd  Duke  dcMeÄ'" 
to  attend  hi^  yoiiii^est  and  fai'resl  hope  ^o  ine 
vault  of  his  ancestors.  To  all  thc  race  of  | 
hariaöf  cle- 


De  Mcdina,  to  alÜls  inimmcrous 


Ihc  faiÜi 


pendaots  aiid  rctaincrs,  save 
alonc,  did  (hat  fair  page  remain 
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^„^noj^ooner  vfere  the  monnjfiil  tites  con- 
(5l,i)(Jgfl,  t,ha^,  ill-l^ropkvng^  or  <j(aestion  or 
otuerraQcei.llii:  youDg  and  dowiicast  stranger 
«Mtf^cn  op  morc  in  the  Imlls  of  Medina:  she 
dfyiarted  jVop  Madrid,  for  tbe  domainof  her 
,l»^niät)^d  fatb^ri  juid.heaven-conductcd,  di- 
re^^edj  and  uplield,  tcascd  not  her  travel  tili 
abc  bad  rcgaincd  tlic  lone  hcrmitagOj  where 
dwcU  the  age-bowcd  sccr  whose  protccUoD 
flhe  soaght.  whosc  acceptation  of  her  prof- 
.feced|8Ct«co  was  the  last  remaining  carthly 
.gopd  shc  cove^ed. 

Well  possessed  by  her  unlimtted  confes- 
sioii,  with  each  sad  and  stränge  circumstaDce 
of  her  Story,  the  revcalment  of  whose  bcautifal 
featurcs  could  alo|ic persuade  bim  to  still  rank 
%^itb  tliG  cbildrenof  mortality,  the  venerable 
.Chrysostom  lelt  it  wcre  an  impious,  as  well 
ag  ya^  attempt,  to  seck  to  dran  the  dcvoted 
Soul, and  alTcctions  of  the  widowed   £9teUa 

from  tbe  bcnt  to  wbicb  fatc  itsclf  appoared  to 

.nw'XiiJnu  nnuu"  ^:I^.q   iii,t  u.fli  hif' 


alien  to  lirr  owti  l'amiljr  itad  Üi^t  vf  ti^  dead 
husband ;  at  uncc  n  ^ystjcnou^  \\  i('q,  p^^i^, 
andwidow;  cliildle^-s,  aitd  .  ßv^j>,  ^ppßoäod 
defuQct,  reU<{ioa's  reqdy  extfU^^d  ,4^1^ 
Bcemed  tbe  Biost  suiUblg,  |llly.,,^|^r  of)JI| 
saiivtuary  open  (o  rocei^ve  \ua„  Jle  ^^ff^ 
ed  not  lu  Iho  pious  purpoKC  .wl^icjl.lfd  |f^, 
pursuaiit  to  ibo  counsol  o^'  ha> ,  apd  fijft  üfU^tr 
cd  t'iiend,  lu  devote  all  li^r  rcma^u^ng;  ijajV 
to  Hcaven's  servicc;  i(  was  Ihc  manner  ni  ' 
whicb  shc  jiroposcd  to  fiiUii,,Üi^|,,pciTVifi$  j 
a^aiiist  wfaich  be  argucd. 

Estelia  dcsired  to  retnaiu  u^|Jn;wj^  otl 
tbe  hermitagc  during  bcr  cxistcncp;  l^ut  II 
hoary  anchoritc  eamestly  dissuftded  berljuq^l 
a  design  wliicb,  on  his  disaoJutioD,  shc  ntf§^(J 
Rom  tbcn  aalorosecn  causes,  as  well  as,t 
entire  and  obvious  soUtude  and  desertiqq  ta  1 
whicb  shc  would  bo  incvitubly  cxposc^.  Im  1 
porbäps  imneriously    rtftnpellcd  ^^f{,_  a 


«fekk  CKda  lad   taMr    Jr»  ■,< 
CAer.taU  also  b  ibc  tnrcHa-  &e 
rtory  of  Ifarä  »ri^;    aad  oo  ^ 
phoe  «bere  Patber  CfcenUao  bad 
Ihe  SaperioT  of  lle  Wsauterr  of  5L 
»Mön    aller   raücd  a  «Mia  cfapd  b 


raiaed,  aud  ordaincd,  that  in  it  weekly 
maäseti  »hould  be  duly  celcbrated  for  tfae 
HOuU  Ol'  the  inurdered.  Tq  (his  boly  foun- 
datioD  (denonaifaäf(d  •1$iä\^)£haptt  of  Ih« 
GladeJ  the  Duke  de  Medlna  and  tbe  Connt 
deXimenes  botb  strove  to  oulvie  eacb  other 
ia|MiHä«l^  ^BMkiml  W'lMgvipfDt  e<l\rlUcli 
(witbl '  tbelr '  >^cVnllsisloiO'  'U«W>' t?  >  tho  i  igfioA 

ing  -ttti^iüiaAÜI^i'fbtiittetnüef  «ß'WajKmdta 
pilfi'HÜs  äMqsIfck'aadDietiditMiiilrtivVeStiiii 

Tt^hit^ncy  '  of   aUHitlf^Wcc,  near'  «o'lft«  lim^ 

ft(fr'fe/fllife.""rhftt-Wwiy  t*tilpl*'of  OoiäipnL 

'Vei6"i^^^Aä">Sftpyrlisrt"sft&c  iifaichi^irfeaiB 
•idüfiuaifi 'OiB  bolfi^Rult 'Gtirytoatoaiife- 
tdkUa^fiJloiifl'WJtlriti'Hkttd  wtnleolgbtvpmy- 


jKit  Ki1  b-jlKuJal»  ylob  3d  falaodB  «i>«xfiin 
-auol  tluil  <(idl  oT  (>->i  «Inunt  tnjl  lo  ctUitM 
■AI  \p  \>qnA'0J[HI|p>  Ktmamatb)  ooii«)' 
loooD  »dJ  biifi  uaib'iU.  ob  aJufl  »li)  i,^n\* 

il  >0»clli8  reti|nM«rÜKi  banaitoicOk  f|iAffl«|ef- 
fKiatw..üift,illiie  TiÄlent  /^l,»ilhgfi?ft99pij,flf 


k. 


9»C 


(^^ijol?^^e  pnij  bargen  fftr  ,ev€«,qnd  for  i»yc. 
ff(^i:  ^hall  lUfl  guifty  puly  ia  depirc  p»ss  üita 
Ufi^<blpod-bespriQldedgIa(]ewitliputt)cbol4i 
itig  ayeti,  wilh  Üic_eyc  of  Üesh,  tbc  griniung 
};l|i:^^f1y  sliadcsof  tUe  two  luurderou»«  bandilä, 
by  wliom  thiit  awlul  p[»ss  is  perpetually  scn- 
ttnelled.  No  longcr,  then,  do  vain  fears  foc 
Ihy  sex,  tby  youtb,  thy  loveline^,  and  ^y 
holplessnc3s,  alarm  nie,  for  the  ^pirtts  of  Um 
pions  aßd  Uic  brave  shall,  besid«ä,  watcU  over 
thce,  and  that  safcly  their  Uk'ti  blopd  ytoti 
Lbee    still    rcmain    tbeir    IicaveD-deleg:ated 

^tella  beard  nith  thc  pioas  tliaiiksgiyin^ 
^f  j(}yrul  and  belicving  wooder;  and,  as- 
saming  thc  habit  gf  a  gray  pemtent,  clro^ 
d^eply  ovcr  her  angcl  faco  and  golden  riog- 
lets  ils  profecüve  veil,  and  immediatcly  com- 
monccd  her  daugbfcriy  miiiistry  on  thc  person 
of  thc.holy   uncborito   und    l'rcqiicnt   tpuch 


Gbd«.: — LHjpj^l^ij^  CötnpfÄhihD  ih''tnisft)rtünc 
öfHie  noble  Dbri  Carlos,  Iils  latfier  Ifeänied, 
tWt.late  in  tut  evcning  Wliich  plietc'döil "the 
Mtal  lnöniii]gofHisas5a«sitiktiÖH,luä'^jUlant 
sMi'  had  ]ixa^cä  tib  Uis  ttäUvo  ähäVc^'JTrom 
A\^etg,  'fVliät'fi'he  liad  lön^  bcen  detiiibeil  in 
rtbi>6!ess  8raver^\  ■  Duriiig  itic  pässage  from 
AKcahtto  Go'noa,  thcir  stnall,  hearlly-laden, 
and  ill-niamicd  mcrcliant  vessel  had  been 
nttackcd  by  ii  lloorish  pirate,  of  force  so 
siiperior  to  tlicir  owii  as  to  mate  rasistauco 
madness ;  yct,  owing  to  tbe  undauntecl  cour^e 
of  Don  Carlos,  acourngewhich.aaifbymäg^c 
raa^etism,  hc  transmitted  tu  all  ärotfäd tfmi, 
aTesistahce  to  tlie  infidel  spoilefs'  hWti^eh 
att&mpfed,  duting  whieh  tbe  pirate  hatfl^tiA- 
self  falten  beneatb  the  youiig  hero's  gwÖ^3'i' 
bat  with  bis  dying  brcath  the  feil  chicflairi  en-' 
jolncd  hisonly  son,  nlio  was  second  in  dom* 
nidnä'ofdie  vessel,  to  aTengel&isäea^~'upoB 


m<|tiU.— ^ecrpt,  unmitigate^;  and  ransomel^  I 
fuiutirily.    TbisvindictUcMicst  t/ie^opUi^  I 
eXncÜy  obcycd,  lill  hioiscU  fuJIing  in  n  si^tisa»  1 
aacptcajagcmciit,tbcavaric«^ot^Üve,o<^x(h^  I 
{w\lo  iMis  a.  vcry  distatit  relative)  had  nQtr^  I 
imuned  ipaccesiiiblu  to  t)i^  proipise  of  a  noble  ' 
ra^ome.    Uon  Carlos  was,  atla^t^üLterat^d,  ' 
aiul.  vvitb  a  l'ew  Christian  coinpanions  in.a 
small  fishing   vcssel,  he  dared  tlie.  daa^era 
^^^pie  niain,  and  Uio^e  sti^  njor^  true]  wes 
^^..renewed  capüvitjj  to  |;;epiove  from  ihe 
nm^  of  biä.£)stel]a  Üi^t  apgui^and  alarm 
M(^a^  llU,long;.a^id  ^ifl^oT^^i^^^^^^ng^ 

-,,,'Dj,ey  landed  OQ  a  part  ^f  tbe  sea  coa^t 
ijij^|J,known  to  Don  Cfirlos,  i^ud  iu>t  oiaojr. 
nülfisdistant  from  the  Summer  palacc  oftbe 
CauQtd«  ^Vinicne^;  apd,  all  untatight  of^ie, 
Atii  accidents  w^icb  had  pccurrcd  to  dissc 


iakcD  norse,  aud  rode  all  night,  to  Dncön- 
sc'iously  defend  the  lionour  and  the  lifc'  titiüh 
^ride,  and  breallic  his  Tast  sigb  in  her  de^ät^tl 
';^nns.  Tliat  bcaven-upheld  lad;  was  öH^i 
no  longer  seen  tö  weep ;  all  earüily  inter^sU 
seemed  buried  in  her  husbaud's  gravci  liHd 
When  sÜc  loolcd  upward,  der  soal-illdEdlil^d 
glance  told  of  bopes,  of  cctttdoiie'i,  tedieaHit 
Keyond  it  ou  an  immortal  tenure: 
'  "*the  boary-löcVed  Clirjsöstomj  whä  Wä 
ifwice  numbercd  thc  loiigesl  pcriod  of"  yfcafü 
üsually  alloUcd  lo  huinanity,  was  at  leüg'OI 
fast  drawing  to  the  end  of  hia  Vital  liilgW^ 
niage;  yct,  tbougb  hia  limbs  had  lieV^f  fedlM 
if  Aeir  accu'iiomed  aclivity,  liis' '  sen^  of 
di^tfacuie  pcrceptioiis,  or  tlic  divJne  ipUtl 
nnich  aiiiinated  bis  Underätanding  of  its  süb- 
tftity  or  its  force,  he  still  feit  thal  thö  som- 
motis  for  his  departure  bad  gone  fortÜ,  äb'd 
Roiigiiti'diiring  flic  shori  aiid  anceWain  p^-ii>ä 
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ofbis  stay  wiüi  ber,  to  add  to  that  forütade    1 
with  wbich  rcligion  had  alrcady  stecled  Üie 
lieart  of  Kstella.    Tbc  possible  existence  of 
her  cbild  she  bad  began  to  coatenm  as  an  illu- 
sion,  nbose  indulgcnce  was  liLely  to  pTOve,   1 
in  a  great  mcasure,  subversive  of  that  per-  I 
fect  System   of  aU    human    depriTafion    od 
wbich  she  rested  bor  plca  Tor  divine  furgivc- 
oess  of  that  breacb  of  lilial  duty  ^vbich  had 
so  Iarg;cly,   so   irrcmediably  augmenled   the 
via]  of  ivrath  whicb  it  had  pleased  Omnipo- 
teDce,  iu  its  inscratablc  wisdom,  to  pour  upoR 
her  devotcd  head. 

Father  Chrysostona  rejoiced  ia  this  con-  , 
viction  of  her  hopelessaess  with  regard  to  the 
possible  recovery  of  her  ollspring,  because 
he  wisely  considered  doubt,  anxicty,  aod 
snspense,  as  Dutnbered  amongst  the  moat 
formidablo  temptations  aad  triols  of  fraü 
humanity;  still  ho  conceived  bis  daty  asuot 
fnilydischarged  toward  bis  fair  and  faaplei 
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tnmatc,  if  lic  Icfl  Hfc  nithout  iicqueatliingto 
her  a  toowlcdgc  which,  howcvor  sceinin^ly 
nnimportant,  inight  possibly  scrvc  lo  throw 
some  ray  of  light  upon  the  wondroiis  disnp- 
pearaoce  6f  lier  child:  heiiilbrmcd  her.Üieh, 
lliatiii'S  carly  youlh  had  bccn  iostructod  at 
Ihe  semmary  which  appertained  to  llie  Mo- 
nasteiy  oi  St.  Benedict,  whosc  library  con- 
lained  a  coIlecUun,  as  he  well  retocoibered, 
of  missals  and  inaDiiscriptä  the  must  rare  and 
valuablc  innll  Spain.  Plan»,  too,  of  many 
anioent  edilices,  bolh  civil  and  roligious^woro 
tnere  catcfully  conservated,  among  whicli  ho 
recollected  to  havc  scen  an  original  andre- 
markalily  curicusone  of  Ihe  structurc  called 
üieCasa  Niegra  (the  late  prison  of  Estclla), 
which  an  nncestor  of  Ihc  Cbant  de  Ximenes, 
wbo  was  on  the  point  of  embarkJng  on  a 
dUtant  Toyage,  had,  on  account  of  the  &D- 
porlant  secrets  which  it  waä  suspectedtö' 
cociaiD,  confiäcd  for  belter  securiLy,  to  ihe 
Tbl',  ii!  "      '  B 


vbo  placitlly  scts  out  üti  an  unaToidHliU-  jumI 
loni;  contetDplated  joumey,  woll  ^arded 
afuinst  tlic  pcrils  and  fntigiicB  nf  bis  road, 
atid  lustirpil  o(  a  pcnUancntlT  tiappy  termi- 

Ballon  tu tbem  all  iit  last.         ' '  "" 

t'Jmprcsäcd  with  deep,  bitf  rffsignJitiDIi^ 
■Mcmpored  cc^rct,  not  untiiingleil  with  boly' 
iDd  exuUinif  hope,  EsU-lla  composed  wilh' 
^ous  care  tue  rererond  form  ;  Ihenhastened' 
tf»  ubey  the  Inst  commands  with' u-hich  i» 
(ale  lliUio^  brcatb  had  enlnisted  her.  ilerp 
WAS  Um  dismay  and  concern  with  wliicii  llw 
teodierhood  nt'  St.  Ucnodict  leamed  ol'  the. 
tecuDt  Ueatiäcation  ol'  the  boly  anohorito 
Cbrysoütoni ;  and  Üicü  tcais,  yet  ondriedr  Tor 
UiedeprivatioiLol' thesainted  bfotberol'tlirir 
bimse.  Falber  CbcniUino,  nrure  min^led  vitbr 
titwte  wliivb  now  gusbed  foctb,  tbefaithliil 
tribaleä  of  a  »owsorrow;  wliile  tbe  aigha 
ut'  tho  Virtooua  and  ioDocent  pwtsantry; 
wboiio  äteps  Ibc  iioly  Iicrmit  had  solicitonsly 
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and  monrnfally    from  around '  bis    flower- 
besprinklcd  j^rave.  '       ' 

Faittifullo  her  promtse,  Este]!»  presenled 
tothe  Siiperior  the  parket  enirasted  t^'ber 
care  by  Fathcr  Chrysostom;  but  doef%, 
heavily,  did  slic  regret  the  coiapwct  '*y 
Which  slic  bad  boaad  her  wordto  (he  s^blof 
the  iTeportcd  berüiit,  to  entrust  witb  thc-  dis- 
mal'secret  of  het  lifc  and  sorro^rs  a  new 
corifidant.     Yet  the  striclly  cnjoincd  ctmfes- 

'  «io*i  Was  duly  madc,  and  received  by  the 
'Snperior  with  an  amazcment  which  chilled, 
för  a  momcnt,  the  life-wann  fonntatn  ofhis 
heart:  lio  gazed  on  the  !oveIy  being,  'trho, 
ftiirM  Ihan  tbe  faircst  dnughler  of  wöman, 

'  kncc}ed  at  bis  l'eet,  the  bri)>ht,  iho  well- 
Iremembcrcd,  the  fcature-attest«d  heiress  of 
the  splendid  De  Ximencs,  as,  witb  white 
fhify  hauds  upHftcd,  she  besougfbthiBi  fiiat  a 
'  pOrtion  of  tJic  daily  pitta»eo  of  alBiS'broad, 
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.,herctofore  allowed  to  tbc  latc  ancborife 
CUryeoätom,  might  slill  be  continucd  ta  )f^- 
sc-lf;  and  ndverted  to  tlie  vow  which  h^ 
I  alceady  dcdJcated  her  youag  and  innqccnt 
i  dnys  to  a  Bolttude  and  conatant  mortification 
dcarcciy  inferior  to  tbe  strictest  moDastic 

1.1  \JA  appcareil  less  tban  an  atom  in  creation 
itogmDt  to  sBch  a  load  oi  uodeservcd,  ioto- 

■  'lerable  aiQictioa,  palliatives  so  poor,  eo 
vortbleaa;  yet  they  wcrc  all  that  migbt  bc 
acoepted,  aad  (borefore  the  plan  of  tbc  Casa 
I  NIcjt^Ta  was  delivered,  tbe  bread  pronüsed, 

.  aiid  (be  saiot-liko  .sulfercr,  first  mcekly  bog- 

.'gjng  a  benison,  dtew  her  deep-sbadowing 
Teil  over  her  fitce,  and  depaTted,]eaviDg,tho 
almost'  adoring  Saperiur  in   tlie  attitude  .of 

I  iraplorin^  ono  Tor  hioiself  liom  tbc  beauteoas 

..iflDppIißant. 

(.<  Tbe  plan  of  tbe  Casa  Niegra  was  pecu- 
iliarly  curious,  as  well  itom  i\s  remoteanti- 


IMG 
qiiil]r,as  l'ium  Üic  beautj^,  clcguicc^ nnd  prc-,i 
I  of  its  execuliun,  iu  «xcvlleut  pres«ri- 
vatiooi  aml  Uie  cxUemo  minulieucäs  oiits 
details.  A  wiiLlen  desctiptiou  of  tbc  dKeUt) 
iug,ia  thfi  Spauiäb,  acoompauted^tt  Umi 
terms  of  whicli  werc  estremoly  obsoW«^  «sd  r 
ot^icrwiäC  pcculiarly  difficuUof  coatproben- 
sioo;  ;ct  tboüc  dilficultic^  formed;  .but  ft' 
minor  portiuu  of  the  myntety  tlü»  anliqa« 
plftD  picseatedj  siacc  it  uas,  ip  oi)«  pMtlicu-t. 
Ifkrpart,  jutersc^ted  !>}'  u.wbolc  pafaeupk 
dißtiange-  aad  uucoutb.  ckatacten«„to  aU.i 
wbi(,bad  ever  yet  ittewpted  to  dccipher. 
Üt^t  Import  uUcrlyuDiDtolligibie..  XbcnHMt . 
efnditq  mook  ofüie  Mouastery  of  St..D(Vi»-t' 
d^:,was  uoable  to  iiasard  a  conjectuao  rotü  i 
sp^t'ngeven  th<i}jtaine  oftbU  unknoivii  lao-  > 
gu^e;  and  wUb  a  b^^Uft  iio^v  aliesb  goadod . 
by,,Utc  inIcDsc  itings  of  an  awaikeDed  boX-L 
uiuRljevcd  ajixietudc,  Ji^ilcUa  at  lenglh  m-\  1 
tuiw^d,  Uu>.  ineftpliGttblc.gobedBlejiiDUh  tfa«ij 


hntids  Of  thö  pityin^  Superior,  wlio  soön  aflef 
restored  it  to  its  rjght  owncr,  (lie  Cuunt 
de  Ximenefl,  hoping  his  extensive  knowledgc, 
power,  cooDexiou,  wealtb,  and  coQsidciii- 
tioti,  migbt  eoabte  liim  to  commiuul,  iit  Ia»t, 
the  tuuch-desired  Solution. 

But,  tilougli  tlie  curiosity  üf  tlic  Coniit  was 
wheUed  fo  tlic  kighe»t  pitch  by  tbe  atlaiiimcnl 
ol'Ütia  hitherto  tinlieard-of  document,  wliich 
he  doobted  not  contained  a  clue  to  tbe  mcans 
of  tbe  idiot's  wondrous  disappearancc,  and 
Ihat  all  tbe  monasleriep,  univcrsities,  and 
acRdeiuies  thron  glioiit  Europc  wcrc  sacces- 
sivoly  scarcbcd  for  lilerati  compctcut  to 
decipber  atid  explain  the  mystie  scroll,  all 
tbe  cndeavours  hanarded  to  promotc  Lbat 
moch-desirod  purposc  proved  cqually  futile 
and  unarailing.  'f  be  cbaraclcra  of  the  writ- 
in^  were,  iadeed,  guessod  tu  be  hyperbu- 
roan,  but  tbe  languag'e  to  which  Ihey  bclong- 
cd  was  gcnorally  bclioved  (o  he  lost  to  the 
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Icamed  ;  and  at  Ihe  diatance  of  many  yetus 

aftcr  tUis  tiselcss  re.search,  the  secret  of  the 
plan  of  the  Casa  Niegra  (if  any  such  it 
rcally  containcd)  stUI  rcraained  wrapped  in 
its  original  and  impeuetrablo  obscnrity. 
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.     THE    FAMILY    PICTURE. 


[SUTlar  heavier  cares  tlian  tliesc  prcycd  upon 
iho  mind  of  Ihe  dcsolalcd  De  Ximcnes,  iho 
vMions  of  whosc  nigbtü  werc  made  tbe  ministcrs 
of  omuipotent  Oispleasure  :  rage,  l'ury,  and  re- 
vriigc,  had  alniost  coDSiimcd  tlic  lieart  whicli 
brcd  them.  Parchcd  and  adust  willi  fury,  it  wo» 
llio  streams  of  grief  and  remorse  wbicli  alone 
,  seived  to  resuscitate  iU  scorched  functionii,  and 
B  2 
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attemperate  them  to  thc  accuatomed  tepidity  of 
humanily.  It  had  been  his  nightly  prayer,  ever 
since  lliat  fatal  tontest  wliich  had  dcprived  bim 
of  bis  Alphonso,  thatfhe  form  of  that  beloved 
yoath  niight,  at  Icast  in  dreams,  be  restored  to 
his  longiog  view;  butncver  had  the  prayer  been 
accorded,  (Ul  some  sligM  companctions  visit- 
ing3  for  the  fateofthat  innocent  victim  to  his 
revenge,  bis  loycly  daugbicr,  had  by  her  own 
words,  in  thc  disgiiiüe  üf  thc  page,  been  first 
awnkoiicd . 

Now  he  frequcntly,  in  foncy's  eye,  bßheld  his 
son,  bat  cver  compnnioned,  ever  band  in  band, 
nitb  the  unfortunatc  Don  Carlos:  ifhc  cnlled 
lipon  Ihe  shadowy  form  of  bis  sdd  lo  condcnge 
itself  into  bis  ea^cr  arms,  the  vi^ion  unil'ormly 
motioned  to  present  bis  inscpnrable  coinpanion 
for  a  first  embracc,  wbich  was  no  sooncr  denied 
by  tlic  still  revenge  iinbucd  Ximenes,  than  both 
ähades  would  mclt  away  Jrom  his  acbing  view, 
save  tbe  anger-scintillaliog  counten<iiicc  of  his 
beloved  son,  whicb,  glaring  from  a  drapery  of 
davk  eoveloping  clouds,  eecmed  long  to  regard 
bitn  with  a  rcproachl'ul  and  menacing  air. 

JSuiuc  lioii;  clupscd  cre  thu  £carcc  sluiubcm  o£. 


Ihc  over-watched  and  worn  CouQt  presentod 
aiiy  diversilied  imagery  of  woe :  at  leugththe 
memory-treasurcd  form  of  Alphonso  appearedi 
atteaded  by  a  new  companion,  whose  stroD^ 
resemblance  to  liimself  awakeaed  in  tbe  bosoni 
of  the  wretched  bereaved  old  man  all  a  grand« 
sirc's  tcoder,  joyful  pride.  Smilingly  did  tbe 
pale  form  of  bis  dcparted  son  approach  to  offer 
to  bis  father's  arms  the  ncw  and  welcome  recre-' 
ation  of  himself— rapturously  did  Xiiuenes  seem 
to  spring  forward  to  receive  bim — «ben,  sud- 
denly,  tbe  Icatures  of  the  youtb  would  cbange; 
it  was  the  lover  of  Estella,  it  was  the  murdertd 
Carlos,  wbo  lay  clay-cold  and  heavily  upoR  bis 
sbrinking  bosom.  Deep  clammy  drops  would 
tlien  burst  from  the  tbrobbiug  brow  of  the  laboojr-' 
ing  De  Xitncnes,  whose  anguished  groaiis,  d%- 
represaed  by  the  walLing  policy  of  bis  pride, 
would  ring  in  tlie  watcfaful  ears  of,  and  bring  to  . 
bis  coucb-sidc  of  anguisb,  Caspar,  his  faithful  , 
secretary,  whose  loiig-tried  fidelity  and  zeal 
were  proved  as  much  by  the  discretion  and  de^ 
licacy,  as  the  ardoar  of  bis  unwearied  attea-  , 
tionx.  But  though  the  Ups  of  that  devoted 
dtfpcudant  remained  for  cvor  closed  upon  (bp 
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wakiag  Organs  of  scvcral  others  of  ihe  buiiW' 
bold  had  also  bcen  occasionalty  open  to  aiia 
deeply  alarmcd  hy  Ibeir  patron's  frequent  mid- 
nigbt  outcries;  aod  tlic  legends,  wblcTi,  from 
lime  immemorial, had  devntcd  the  Casa  Ni^^ 
to  thc  domination  of  unbicst  spirits,  aftid'tfie 
Visitation  of  sights  and  sound?,  sil[teThÜteii 
and  tcrrific,  were  now  all  rcvivcd.  Tho  di»- 
tancc  of  that  gloomy  dwelling  frbtto  Übü  'tiWtle 
Do  Ximcncs  had,  at  last,  il  wa«' frffcStiiiöa, 
provcd  of  no  avail  to  longer  gttard  thatlrithMW 
pcacctrtl  residence  iVom  pallaking  In  tfae'liaidc 
dcnioniacal  ^bcy  'by  «fiich  It  «to'fttfeU 
inliestod.  ■    '" ''    "'    •'•'''      i'  ''■"   '     '""J^r.'.i 

Tlie  unpitying  liatmtiei'Sn  «hichlhe  pT*juW«M 
Counthad  visitod  tbe  dcprivatioo  of  tfitc  tif'bis 
cbildrcH  upoD  thc  othcr,  whosc  Ictider  lfM\(V£ 
siippoRcd  (o  have  failcd  (brougb  dcspaSrin^ tote 
and  outragcd,  rejcctcd  duty,  had,  it  was  thtoUgtil, 
by  the  simple  and  siipcrstitioas  rirclc  fcy  «rllf^h 
he  was  dow  surronndcd,  disturbed  tbe  n!sf  >bf 
bis  good  and  arOused  thc  malignfty  ör  hürbtU 
predccessorS,  to  alarm  his  midnight  pillAw  by 
auTiil  manifcKtalinns  nf  thc  imma(rrial    uorld. 


Xtic  oldest  dowcälic  in  the  cstablishment  of  tbe 
Count  <Ie  Ximcaes  was  bis  nurse,  Uie  aged 
f^yaca,:  sbe  bow  remembered  a  traditioa  for- 
mqrly  cnrrcut  in  Ihe  faiiüly,  fhat  the  «on- 
revealment  of  a  certain  deathbed  secrel,  wUicb 
bad  Iftag  desceu<led.  lo  tbe  race  of  Pe  !^iine[i^s 
Dwn  Xathor  to  sod»  no«l(l  ^^D^affger,,^^  ffiti^ 
f^pijtitUi  of  the  race.  ,.  ,      , 

»'  N'«w  it  ja  well  known,"  said  tbe  nnrse, 
ff.ljjat  tlifi  beirs  of  uui  exalted  bouso  haye  becn 
oDly  SÜDS  for  aeveml  late  generalions,  and  also 
tbat  tbe  fathcr  of  tbo  prcscnt  lord  was  slain  in 
baltle  while  very  young;.  long  ere  bis  beir  (my 
pmid,  fou  know)  Iiad  attained  the  first  age  ol 
rcason;  consequently  hc  bad  ncver  received 
l^on  bis  fatbcr  tUe  momcntous  and  fated  de- 
.{^)sit:  aud  what,"  sbe  iaferred,  "was  tbe  result 
^fffihismislbttune?  ^Vby,  tbat  the  fme,  ashc^e- 
iTC  fbictold,  was  evidently  in  danger  oftotal 
i^pilure ;  for  the  Comit  could  scarcely,  in  the 
(fUst  of  piobabilitics,  bc  expectcd  to  wcd  &fa^it : 
,,he  was  IbcrefoTc  bimself,  to  all  inlcnls  audpfir- 
thc  last  of  tbc  lace  of  De  Xiiuttiica;  ^nd 


father  could  not  rest  in  qaiet,  and  such  an  in- 
portant  divolgcment  remain  nnmade." 

Two  other  antiqiiated  oral  prophecies  werc 
also  rehearsed  by  this  sybil;  the  first  ie- 
nounced,  "  that,  when  the  eiltest  of  the  Ximenn 
thould  do  homage  io  the  yoiingesl  of  the  Mt- 
dinas,  then  the  male  succession  was  rapidhj 
passing  away ;"  the  second,  "  that  the  new  mhr 
ahould  never  enter  in  at  the  portal  tili  marbU 
slone  reveaUtd  kow  he  had  gom  out  at  -i 
poatem." 

Time  wore  away  heavily  witli  tlie  ■ 
de  Ximencs,  whose  daya  wcre  all  anxiety ;  bul 
Providence,  whose  ordinations  respectiDg  iiiai 
were  not  yet  accomplished,  pcrmitted  tbat  tbc 
merciful  veil  of  oblivion  should  once  more  tte- 
BCend  lipon  bis  much  deprccated  and  dreaded 
niffbts.  SIeep  again  Blole  ovcr  lüs  pillow,  an- 
attended  by  tbe  romances  of  fancy  eitber  to  ban 
or  bless ;  and  the  once  eartb-conteuining,  all- 
sufficient  grandee,  wbose  prideful  appreciatiou 
of  bis  own  Tarions  distinguishcd  attributes  of 
mental,  corporcal,  and  worldly  power,  formed, 
at  one  period,  bis  bigbest  glory  and  most  perfect 


fclicity,  was  now  loo  blest  to  find  (in  common 
with  animated  nature'd  lowest,  vilest  link),  bis 
dearest  good,  bis  best  secarity,  in  unconscious- 
ness. 

FoarteeD  years   bad   passed  away  since  the 

» '•apposed  deatb  of  tbe  lady  Estella,  wbentbe 

)  Connl  de  Ximenes,  attended  by  a  numerousaDd 
splendid  retinae,  set  fortb  one  morning  to  take 
Ibe  diversion  of  hawking.     The  sport   proved 

'  peculiarly  felicitous  and  successful,  aad  alraost 
UDconscionsly  drew  liim  to  some  considerable 
distance  from  tbc  Castle,  wben  suddeoly  bis 
favourite  falcon,  refusing  to  return  to  tbe  lore, 
marrcd  tbe  sport,  aad  occasioned  bim  botb  sur- 
prise  and  uneasiness.  Vain  was  every  effort 
liscd  by  bis  anxigus  train  to  reclaim  tbe  truant 

I  bird;  and  mostreluctsotly  thcy  wcre,  atlengtb, 
t)y  tbe  closing  in  of  eveniog,  cotnpelled  to  re- 
tum  to  tbe  Castle.  The  next  sunrise  bebeld 
ibe  anxious  falconcrs,  and  tbcir  still  more  anx- 
ious  lord,  again  employcd  in  tbe  same  unavail- 
ing  porpose  in  wbich  tbey  bad  exbausted  tfaeni' 
selves  on  the    preceding    eveuiag ;    wben    the 

•  Count  was  suddonly  most  respcclfully  accostcd 
by  a  pcasant  youth,  wbo   bore   bis   faicon   pla- 
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cidJy  perclied  upon  Hawrüt.  He 
rcslored  tlie  bird  to  its. noble  masber  uith  «  deef 
but  sigraiiied  obcisaoce,  and  was  preparing  to 
bcccHJUt  für  tiie  manner  in  nliicU  it  came  iatg 
bis  pos8e»»ioa;  but  pale  as  marblc  grcw  tbf 
chccJisur  the  Connt  fts  hU  eye  reated  on  tbp 
conot«iiance  of  tbe  graceftd  restorer  of  h|s 
ftivoimle ;  nnd  snifl  as  thougbt  hicd  bis  Iieart^y 
cnrrcnt  to  agaia  staio  with  its  decpest  crinif 
soll  that  aitby  cbeck  at  «ouud  of  th«  ytnxog 
•slTnagct's  v^ico ;  t'or  'twas  afi  Ibat  of  bis  loi^- 
lost  Alphoiiso,  aod  tbe  leotur«s,  tlie  tiatiog,  «od 
'tbo  forai  of  tbe  youlh,  all  voritnblo  prototypes  of 
those  of  bis  niur.b-latneiitcd  liejr! 

Tb^adolesceot  Vision  of  that  regrottotl  eon's 
airy  icorapa^on,  so  ölten,  io  bis  fonacr  toc~ 
tnring  dreatnE,as  quick  reclaimed  as  presented, 
DOW  iiideed,  stood  coibodicd  before  liim:  jt 
n-its  not  Oll  (ho  Count  aloae  that  the  potent 
cfVeots  of  this  most  surprising  similitade  feil; 
.bis  wbole  train  wondcred  wilh  tbeir  patron; 
and,  thflsileoce  of  intont  snrprise  growin^  p<^n- 
fiil  (o  bim  iwho  wn»  itä  cooacious  bat  bim»s}f 
et|u^ly  aeia^cd  objcct,  hc  aguin  bent  to .  the 
Chief,  nodturncd  Lo  rctirc,  Jwt  w,»3  dot^üi^Jjy 


II 

tBt  öntslrel*hed  arms  of  De  Ximenes,  who,  diul- 

iBg:fVoin  his  liOTse,  snatched  bim  to  iiis  bosom. 

'  An  nctiöQ  so  uncominon,  so  unaccnuntable, 

F  ^atly  embarrassed  tbo  stranger:   he  blasbed 

BtiKiiison  de«p  at  bis  dctention  and  sitaatton,  iind 

'»RS,  pcrhap»,  Die  most  astonisbed  of  the  wbole 

pRrty,  tvhen  he  disrovcrcd  tbat  bo  had  baUicd 

the  tbrobbing  heatt  against  which  hc  -was  still 

fbrcefiilly  held   with  unronscioiis  tcars !     Tbc 

f  iDiVaiit,  at  lengtlij  relaxed  bis  pnssionnte  preEsure, 

I  "ttftf),  in  a  voicc  trcmuIou3  from  the  excess  of 

I  Itf^nifliog^   and    paint'ully    rcpresscd    otnotjoii, 

I  leuiidpscendcd  to  apolo^zc  to  the  disconoert^d 

^yoiith  for  Ibc  singularily  of  bis  derneanoar,  by 

l%lhiding  (o  that  woiidrous  resomblatice  be  boro 

I  10  hia  lovcd  hcrr,  long  sinco  numbered  vritb 

I  (tbe  dead,  wbicb  bad  occaütoned  bis  tmntports. 

I^nly  with  a  bow,  b  g;Iance,  a  tear,  wbtch,  mon; 

I  %tan  volumea  could  have  dctailed,  revoakd  bis 

lijympalby  in  the  cause  of  his  late  deporlmenl, 

I  idld  t!i«  gracefii!  pcasanf,  in  imprceaive  silence, 

j  "ft^y;  Rtid  was  once  tnore  on  tbepointJof  do- 

I  l^Miifure,    wheii  the  Count,  who  bad  not  y«t 

l<^i)itffd  Ih«  gtftsp  of  bis  band,  «ordiiUly  and 

1  tthhutittly  itivHf d  fnni  to  ticcunipaiiy  Irimltack  tu 


1 
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tbe  Castle  de  Ximenes.  The  fair  youUi  unrc- 
luctantly  acceded  on  bis  own  part  to  Ibe  wUb 
of  tUe  CouDt,  but  reqaeated  pcruiission  to  ärst 
run  to  the  cottagc  of  his  grandfather,  hard  by, 
to  rcport,  and  ask  penuiasion  to  accept,  the 
hoiiouring  invitation  he  had  receivcd. 

Reluctant  to  lose  siglit  of  tlic  amiable  peasant 
t'ven  for  a  nionient,  the  Count  signified  a  wish 
to  bebold  tbe  rural  abodc,  atid  be  introdaced 
to  the  relative  of  young  Estevan  (for  he  had 
enquired  his  name]  ;  and,  commaiidiDg  bis  traiu 
to  await  his  return,  was  hy  tbe  youth  cooducted 
to  a  simple  but  neat  and  convcnient  dwellia^, 
embosomed  amidüt  thriring  and  verdant  plan- 
tations  of  (he  orange  and  mulberry.  A  vcne- 
rable-looking  old  man,  dresscd  in  faded  regimcn- 
tals,  with  whicb  costume,  bowcvcr,  his  perfectly 
military  air  strictly  harmonized,  was  leaoing 
over  the  cotlage  gate.  At  sight  of  the  lord  of  the 
domain  his  white  bead  was  instantly  uncovered 
in  i«rcrential  obedience,  while,  with  frankly  re- 
speclful  invitation,  he  rcquestcd  the  Count  to 
avoid  tbe  uoontide  glare  bcneath  the  roof  of  his 
cottagc.  With  an  air  of  real  gratification,  t 
Count  cbccrt'ully  acceded  tu  Ihc  proposal« 
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gramlsire  of  Eslevan,  who  did  not  notice  the 
Count's  still  cotitlDaed  and  streniiotis  pressure 
of  the  yoath's  band,  withont  amply  participating 
in  Ihat  wonder  which  had  alrcady  so  despotical- 
Jy  cxercised  its  sway  over  the  minds  of  otbers. 

The  Counthad  scarcely  seated  himself  bcneath 
the  ruslic  dwelling  of  the  senior,  than,  rivetting 
lipon  his  countenance  his  scarching  eyes,  he 
demanded  his  occupation,  his  name,  and  more 
cspecially  tliat  of  the  alliance  from  which  his 
grandson,  young  Estevan,  was  dcrivcd.  This 
last  rcqaisition  was  mndc  in  a  tone  which 
emphatically  told  that  sincerity  was  not  only 
wisbed,  bat,  frotn  somc  private  reason,  antho- 
ritatively  demanded. 

"My  lord,"  replied  the  veterao,  "I  am  by 
profession  what  my  garb  bespeaks  me, — a 
soldier:  my  only  pursuit,  during  all  my  best 
years,  bas  been  arms.  My  name  is  Juan  Gomez, 
and  I  am  the  only  brother  of  Anthonio  Gomez, 
anaffluent  farmerof  these  parts,  latelydeceased. 
Owing  to  an  old  and  utihappy  family  misunder- 
standing  no  intercourse  liad  for  many  years 
subsiäted  bctwccn  myself  and  my  brotber;  but, 
blessed  bc  hcaven !  bis  long  obdarate  heart  was 


14 

atl  leogtJi  opon   io   coavictintt,    to  rcoonoHi 
üon,  and  lic  diedin  pcace  tvidi  m«,  lliongh 
had  not  livtä  so,  leaving  me   (bein^  hiuiii^ir 
bacbclor)  liis  sole  heir.     Bat  'lis  on]y  ni 
Uie  last  montli  that   I   have,  vi(h  my  funilyp^ 
anived  ai.  aad  takeii  possession  of  thia  pleasanl^ 
GStatc,  to  ubich  I  hare,by  niydcpatted  broUiwV 
last  will)  Euccceded.  '•''•^ 

^' After  luy  eotrance  iiilo  the  army,  f  marri 
a  beauLLt'ul  French  maidcn  nbo  attended  o« 
young  l»ide  of  my  Colouel,  «hoso  lil'e,  sooM 
aHer  tay  initrriage,  I  had  tho  boooiir  of  saring 
oa  Übe  iield  of  batüc,  .by  exposing  my  ov.-n  in 
bis  defeDcc,  My  Colonel's  l:u)y  and  her  at- 
tendant  had  bolh  provcd  pregnaot  at  ttae  same 
üai6^  and  looked  (o  be  motbers  in  only  a  fem 
days,  wbeo  duty  alike  colled  tlie  cxalted  aad  the 
bumblo  husband  from  their  tende«-  sides.  Grate- 
IUI  for  ber  loved  bu^bandä  prcaervalion,  OoD»a 
AnUiin«Ua  promiüed  to  protect  bct  attemlantt 
during  the  campaigu,  with  a  sister's  care,  aiid  väj 
oSspiiofi,  wbicbever  sex  it  might  prove  or.'with 
a  motbor'»  tfinderueäs.  Alas  !  her  pioas  pro«' 
mige  proved  prophctic.  Oii  my  T«turn  from  tha 
war^^PTeDentcdta  mo  aferaale  üifwit^-hHr^ 
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hfli  ita  moUier,  iwbose  Kfo  ball  failod 

ig^i  ot' natertiily  ! ^  .^     -\ 

I  wiU  own  to  yoUfiny  lord,  I  could,  atlirät, 
SOftrccly  bear  to  betiold  thc  unfortaiiato  IHtle 
qgiUer,  whose  csistcncc  biiil  bocn  pureliAsed  by 
Ibß  wreclc  of  all  my  lioarded  3tore  of  eartbly 
jhftppmeas,  My  lady  Antoinetta  and  my  ii6blc 
Coloncl  both  feit  for  my  unnaturnl  ne^knoss, 
Vd  oxcused  it,  coaviuccd  Ihattfae  If^nicnt  hand 
oi  (imc  wouM  transform  my  prescmt  odiuni  into 
my  perbapaoaly  futnro  comfort.  My  ohil^WKS, 
fay  their  geneiusity,  rcai-ed  and  cctncatfid'in  R 
aty\e  of  saperiority  far  exceeding  fbo  hnHbl« 
pTospects  of  ber  birth,  and  correspondcnt  only 
I»  tbe  elevated  natares  of  her  benefactors  and 
aune.  Their  aogories  were  Eoon  fully  Terified : 
mj  girl  grew  lovely  as  the  flowers  of  Moy,  and' 
my  eyes  once  moro  dneit  with  a  new,  a  pw«' 
l^easDre  upon  the  renovated  imago  of  iny  still' 
aad  ever-adored  nife,  whose  natne  bad  b^ri 
hestowed  uponniy  chanuin^  cbtld.  -iryu'.i 

"Soon  after  my  daughter  bad  rcacbed'lhfri 
feurleentli  year,  my  noble  Commander  f&II,  not 
on  tlio  glonous  well-foligbt  ficld,  Ihc  filtest,  tbe 
liappiestdeatb-bcdof  a  soldier,  but  a  victfin  to 
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a  malady  the  resuU  o£  iinhcalthful  qaaHcra  and 
laborious  servjce.  My  lady  liad  loug  be^D  de- 
privcd  Ol'  jier  oiily  cliild,  a  son  borii  about  the 
samc  Urne  as  niy  Blanche,  and  oii  tbat  lavoured 
§;irl  her  heart  now  rc^tcd  wilh  a  Jundness  almo^t 
matcrnul.     Witti  (he  Colonel  she  had    lost  .ihe 

■  litTf 

laut  lie  wbicb  bound  bcr  stranger  beait  to  Spato; 
for,  likc  uiy  departeü  Blanche,  she  was  by  bJrth 
a  Frenchwoman,  and  wished  tu  return  lo  ber 
iiative  land.  Sbc  besought  mc,  tbat,  vfbife.I 
coDtinued  iu  the  ariny,  my  daughter  migbt  JK 
her  compoiiion;  andj  dcsirous  of  gratilVing  ibe 
wish  of  my  evet'liOQoui^d  commaiider's  wtdotr 
and  the  bcaefactress  of  my  child,  I  waived  a 
parent's  tcatler  Claims  on  ber  socicty,  and  yielded 
up  my  swcet  une  to  a  temporary  estraagement 
from  my  doating  view.  Blanche  visited  France, 
ratber  as  the  daughter  tlian  as  the  atleadant  of 
Donna  Antoinetta,  and  I  rejoined  my  regiment. 
"  Several  years  of  hard,  and  I  trast  not  un- 
nicritorious,  Service  foUowed,  during  whicb  my 
dangers  and  my  toils  were  sweetened,  and  more 
than  recompensed,  by  the  dutifui,  senteati 
and  happincss'breathing  letters  of 
tili " 


The  Veteran  suddenly  pauset! ;  a  deep  sufTu- 
sion  CTosüed  bis  l'orehead ;  wbile  tears,  spite  ot' 
liis  strongest  efforts  to  restrain  thetii,  rose  to  bis 
mged  eyes,  whicii  rested  with  mournful  meaninjf 
npon  tbe  iotenüy  listening  Estevan.  Witb  a 
lleart-drawn  sigh,  he  at  length  directed  him  to 
ntire,  and  cuU  some  of  their  choiccst  fruits 
for  tbe  refreshment  of  tbeir  noble  guest.  The 
yonth  instanüy,  thougb  seemingly  regretfully, 
obeyed  tbe  commands  of  bis  grandsire;  aud  tbe 
old  soldier,  having  followed  bis  rctreat  witb  his 
Vj/es,  softly  closed  tbe  door,  and,  covering  his 
face  witb  both  hands,  remained  for  a  short 
{nterral  absorbed  ia  afBicted  silence. 


M 
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"  My  lord,"  saW  he,  after  a  Tisible  i 
vrith  bis  feelinf;s,  "nillpardonthisintermpti^l 
'Tis  easier  for  rd  honest  man  to  reconnt  hi£  n 
fortunes  than  his  ehamc;  bot  tnith  iit  a  tribdl 
I  bare  never  denicd  my  oquaU,  and  I  can  pay  i 
less  (o  power.  Thero  is  Itttte  more  to  be  toi 
my  child  tbrgot  in  France  her  dpiy  lo  her  a 
her  falber,  and  her  God ;  she  yielded  up  . 
virtue  fo  riolation.  A  young  Spanisb  cavalit 
named  Don  Estevan  de  Aguilar,  a  visiter  < 
pleasure  at  Paris,  seduccd,  abandoned  hol 
and  that  uafortnnate  boy,  wbo  eren  noir  reüH 
from  yoDT  presence,  is  tbe  fruit  of  her  dishoDoOR  ' 

"  It  was  from  tbe  Count  de  Luneville,  tbe 
second  husband  of  her  patroness,  the  Tirtaaas 
lady  Antoinetta,  Ibat  I  received  the  fatal  news; 
for  that  justly  incenscd  henefactrcss,  thon^  I 
leamed  she  still  continued  to  assist  and  8uataiK.B 
my  wretched  daughter,  bbd  never,  sincc  the  i 
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covcry  of  bcr  guilt,  doigoed  to  sce  or  liotd  cor' 
respondeiice  witli  or  respectin?  her.  For  some 
montbs  aller  the  receipt  of  this  dreadful  tom- 
munication,  parontal  mseirtjQcot,  parental  ven- 
geance,  effectually  combated  in  my  tortured 
bosumtko  latest  ycaniingsof  pity  and  affectioD, 
darin;  wttiob  tempcstuous  poriod  of  my  passions 
I  preserTdd  a  siiUen  and  uiibroken  sileuce  not 
only  toivards  tay  outcast  child,  btit  nlao  to  bet 
still  nicrciful  protoctors ;  buta  dangcrous  wound, 
wbicfa  I  Boim  alter  cliacced  to  receivc  in  action, 
^ve  rac  omple  Icisure,  on  a  long  and  agouizin; 
sickbcd,  toropent  not  only  of  my  ownmisdeeds, 
but  render  alao  Christian  forgiveness  Sm  those 
of  otiiers.  In  Ulis  amendcd  State  of  fe«ling5,  I 
nrotc  letters  of  gratitude  to  tbc  Connt  and 
Countesx,  and  an  alfecüonate  invitation  to  my 
unfortunate  Blanche  to  roturn  to  tbc  sbeiter  of 
my  parental  arms,  wbicb  wcrc  now  unclosed  to 
Kceive  ber;  but  sbe  dreaded  to  meet  tbc  silent 
reproadies  of  ray  stifled  i^ricf;  and  »s  I  had 
been,  by  tlje  cSecIs  ef  my  wound,  rendered 
lucapable  of  farther  Service,  I  tind  no  sooncr 
recovered  a  partinI   degree  uf  strength,  tlian  I 


*  passed  oreTJulA  Franoti,  and  liM>aB'bt't9  4>l>W9 
i  pentant  monrner  a\per«VHai  ftrnipveiies^  iinsiidi 
i  "Alas!  liow  cbaogod  >l{  iomd.^rÄn  fiM 
I  beauty,  her  che«ri'ulBfia»,  i  and  tuiir  ,  lieaühj  bi4 
1  all  alike  fled.  ,]wltb  .  the.  pridsr-of -mntiCiMio«« 
I    That  boy,  nbew  y^Mi,  tay  l(>rd,l)ara4cigqodi4a 

*  particalarly  t».wtu»4  ttieii,.ftCaMaly  A  it^SW 
month  old,  hnag  «n.hta.sbaddamgilfimiPh-'WA 
was  (with  shame,  perhaps,  I  ought  to  avpw.  iX^ 
aooa  also  pressed^tamiite.  ^yl»4f  .AaUthielta 
had,  as  1  have  said.:  c«Dtr««ated  w  Onac«  A 
secondmaiprifgjewithaHcblGOOujttrytaaBiDfiMtl 
uwn,  bui  fibadMlnotf  tbeirf<ve>  lWg«(  Ab  dp« 

I  voted  old  saldier  of  berfpfmei  loiä  :  ^be^os*^ 
me  with  lavours,  aadi  coad^scendiug'  gxytftjWa 
tionä  and.' seothings^  far  .iaorßipr«ctGUid  :U»W| 
all  thfldoloa^offfcalüi  i.bul.X.«eed«4.«0!.iihltlM4 
proofs  tl»at  my  daugbtee'si  om»,  hwlorigiwMpA 
oot  in  ber  patroneas'»  nogloot  ,«f  tiie  iR^ke<dHtfl 
of  her  morai  coudnct,  but  ia  tbe:  fotal  Ae«4P$ifci 
lions  of  a£t9tand  uocf^ntioalabläpassion,:-,!«)!) 
"  DoQua  Aftoinetta  wa»  deoidecUy  ofiOpiAkw 
that  tbe  ibqwi  cayalier^  !(vb«irliad  wreobed!  tsijl 

.    daugbtet'Bi)ioHQur,vr»ainfeifAAiiwUlaniMbWi4iM 

B  i  "H.-/ Ilfi  l'.i  l'.'l't    '/•!  initl  i-)bn9TTlb9»] 
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%taM\'  MitÄTlhls  no  ceMalti  '^\'id«nce  was  evcr 
obtainerf/  'l'tcBlde*  sever*l  jears  in  Franc* 
Witt  mypöo^  Blanche  and  her  höy,  for  I  con- 
feas  I  HTi'*,  lipon  farliitr  rpflectiori,'  ashamed  of 
rMtflumv  to  Siminttith  iiiy  increascd  family: 
admi^th  the  wisti  of  rcstoring  my  child,  whosc 
h^AlHi  li»<d  {>een  lon^f  sTowly  d«cHnin^,  to  her 
AnKvä mfr,  {trvrailed  ontselOTcviBtiiny  beloved 

J»'««^li4drf><bff||/II(ingffiref>tite»!M'Che  vicinity 
«f  MiwlK3,  lipo«  h  MctW  cbttipetet^y,  ivhicb  Ute 
Iftwmlityof  my  Dublc  ma&feV,  and  that  of  bis 
eqüalty  generöusrplic!,  had  beet<i>wed  uponmc. 
To  EHtoran,  who«  my  poor  Blirftdie  had  so 
nanyeH,  after  ber  sedtkeer,  l'Iiave4Hd«avotired  to 
g[(V»  a»  edncalion  whicb,  thongh  Oir  beyond  htä 
^babio  futarc  spbcro  in  lifi-,  ib  C*"tb  prido  1 
speckt  i(}  t'ar,  iiitinlU-ly  far,  ttenealll  tlic  noble, 
ft« oxpaiiEir«,  gimius  and  capRfiittM  with  which 
natitr«  ha«  endowcd  him.  Hi«  ^'«''•'■OBal  attrac- 
tioDs,  all  Ootnmandiug  and  iitsintinting  an  they 
«rfS' BtillfoTca  biit  th«  most  invAlu'ablc  part  or 
}6s  perfecdous;  aiiie«  hie  Il«ad  and  'heart  are 
bO^<ini*kil«fi'WUh^Riliti«<ü'«bleh<'iiiast  dcser- 
vcdly  rendcr  hiin  thc  idol  of  all  who  know  and 
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can  appfrectat«'b!atiierits  atid  bis  nalire  woi 
while  bis  prepossessing  exterior  setres  as'li 
beacoQ  to  attmct  all  toanner  of  meti  towan! 
bcing  whosc-intellcctiial  «ndowmcnts  arec 
Htructed  equally  fo  deservtas  f o -obtafai  I 
aUe^ance. 

"  I  havc  long  since  discovered  ihe  anpci 
deserts  »f  mj  gnindKon,  aad  would  rather  dicMl 
coward*»  deatb  Ibaa  excite  bis  innocent,  bis  ifr 
dignaht  bluehes,  by  rerealing  the  fthume  of  h 
mach  TCticrated  mother.     He  believes  hin 
Ihc  oDspring  of  a  stolen  marriage,  whicb  - 

The  youth  now  cntered,  benring  a  aaWer,  « 
which  were  placcd  baskets  filled  witb  frcsb  fruiU 
of  tbc  higbest  lluvour,  and  a  ciystal  vesscl  coi 
taining  rieb  and  ice-cooled  crcam,  enwrcatht^fl 
nrouiid  wtth  gay  and  odorous  flowcrs.     M^itlta 
niodost  grace,  betendered  bis  simple  oflcring-tkfrfl 
the  dceply  intcrestcd  grandee,  who,  c^cion^  J 
acceptinga  portionof  the  proficrcd  viand»,  t^m 
fresbed  liimsetf  with  a  lebsh  which  hadtbn^l 
deserted  bis  morc   sumptiioiis  eotertaitunenA»! 
During  Ihc  paiises  of  bis  rcfcction,  be  enqnlrettl 
inlo  tho  prbsent  state  nf  heallh  of  the  youUl^ 
mother.  "Tili*  *  i^aXiWg'  c'ftli  6f  EßleV«i-fl 
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plied  tu  tttese  cundcfiCQodiug  mtcrrogatorics  by  ] 
glfUicQ«  in  wliieli  gratitude  oud  fiUal  love  strug* 
glfrd  witli  iu&  l'ears:  tuming  ai^e,  tic  wept  iQ 
^üencc;  and  tlic  vclcri^n,  little  ]ess  affectod, 
ioforioedtbcCouat,  ia  a  low  ypüfe,  ^at  ieH 
consumptioQ  was  slowly  but  cettaioly  under* 
müUos  tiisdaugbter's  l|fe,,,.,     ,,  ,|    ,,,  , 

.^Sbelias,"    addcd    he  '(ia    a^,  wder  i 
eniolioii-broteii  vuicc),  "  recetved  oia^'a  forgiv» 
HC^i^,  i^nd,  I  do  Uuinbly  daro  to  hops,,  hcaven'f 
also;  but,  obl  my  lord,  eveu  fAa/  bas  proved  . 
iasuäicieul  to  rc&tore  her  peace,  Ibr  well  1  kDov  j 
sbehas  oever  bcc«  ablc  to  f'urgivo  herseif." 

"InaooGut,  huplesa,  vico-blightcd  Uly  1"  half 
audibly  exclaimcd  tbe  Count:  "at  last,  tbeii, 
j boüycn's  judgments  OD  my  housc  arc  justißedl"   ' 
ii.  f^e  tliea  arosc,  and  requested  ot'  tho  seuior  j 
bÜ  gjraudsQii's  Company   at   hie  casÜc    for  tb«  | 
^rcmaindcr  oC  tbe  day.     Tho  honouring  luvitf^  1 
Uoa  was  nio3t  icspcctfully  receivcd  and  ao^-J 
ccpted  forliüi  boy  by  tbe  dclighted  grandäira; 
aod  ,thc  Coupt  de  Ximencs,  after  ioüinatiog  an  1 
parnest  wish  to  bo  admittcd  to  an  ioten-icw  with  1 
l})^  invalid  mothcr  ot'Estcvau  ou  tbc  followiog 
momiqg,    bcstowcd  a  fenvcnt  picspurc  on  the 
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huiid  of  tfae  wvnAariqp  Oonea^ 'kotli 'leMbg''M 
the  arm  of  theyoDth,  departed  from«Jia'OMtB0% 
and  rejoincd  bis  waiüsg  traio.'  ■-'■'-o^^laf 

Tbe  Countjhavio^bestrodehM  noblacooii^^ 
Eätcvan  mouated  iiiiiiiiiiliiili  hin  [.ii|iiJflillii[i  tatt 
directed  to  be  hastily  pt«pared  farÜi»' 
obcying  tbe  deskä  Of  tbe  GouDt^  TodaiDVii 
rig:ht  band  at   the   bead  of  bis  foUowing^te 
towards  the  Castle ÜB'XimoQes.    Oo  -tfae-M 
tbitber,  tbe<}ouirty  wfaose  eycs  wete UoverraM 
of  gazing  QQ  EstelraD,' or  faiS'>»«is  of^^riäci 
in  eacb  acccnt  of  bis  Toioe,  requesUd  tO: 
iaformed  bjr  Tvbat   meaus  he   had  bocoue  pal^ 
sessed   cd*  the  liird  whose   fortunate  fir^  k 
obtained  Sor  bis  mastor  tbe  acqniaitiDD'«^' 
acquaintance    so    amiable:  ^atftfaUyiTaniii 
spectfully  dfll  Estevan  acknowledgo  Ihiscoi 
plimcnt  of  the  cxolting  Coant.     Ho  thctapi 
ceeded  ha  State,  tiuit,  while  his  grabdfatbeA  a: 
himself  were  takin^   to|;ietheff    tlicir 
meal,  the  falcoB  hadräown  ia  altfaeopen 
and  percbed.'UDcalled,  iq>oo  bis  nrist:  tbe  ii^  ^ 
scription  on  its  collar,  he  aaidf  infonned  bilaiof 
Ibe  title   oflts  ülUstrioDs'owaar,  tofe  IhafTlh« 
latcncss  oftb«  h6ai4b«diniia#i)idRblr<'ifreaAli 
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n  tili  lliat  monfingy  vittmr  aitli  thc  ap- 
pKibktioDJtifrrfaisi  mottiBT  and  f;rand&ther,  he  had 
purposely  setforwardito  leBtoro-thobird,  whoae 
oaprasHve  gestnreB.oo  vievr  of  tbeCoant  and 
higl  qnortA^  traiB,>')«d  hjm  to>'bctiere  tfaat  it 
bsbeld-and'JüK«  ita  ooblo  maslcr,  wkich  aoln- 
qiit7^addi«B.sfld  to'ose  ot'  the  altesdaats  prc> 
WMtty^oBfiittned. 

vcBrot^  bUe,  eveiy  Moki >ot' b»  yoeAful  com- 
pnnion,  istiU  morc  aud  inoiio  strongly  (Jocfinncd 
^•4}aiiif«  oonviation;  tbattbe  Impulse  wbich 
dftwbisbeartton-aidstheyoulh,  aslhao&priD^ 
«f  bis  laioented  son,  did  not  deceivo  hin.  The 
kterpretsdioB  of  bis  lote  vi^ions  udw  steod  con- 
fesied  :  hifi  Alphonn)  hftd  risea  fram  tlie  dead 
t»T«aomai£iuli»lhe  protectioaor  faisidespair- 
Jn^pantot  •lfaeiünil9cnaUc3»:*rtliiind«)f;  otid 
41ni|igli  iktatf  preoioud  bralicb-  of.iai<.vrilberiDg; 
btockutaniDfispHziotiSi^owth«  Im  «esalved  iio 
cxertwn<  of  tohich'  tbe  brainj  the-beart,  tbe 
^im^«r;the  ywse  a£.  aaat>cainbl«i>Bfaou]d 
*  -ha  wbnttegi  to  nnrtiiciv'  t«l>iiUamli]li9it»-  petpe- 
ltnBteltbo>TigOTOiiB«fis«(L.i<;lio.>  &)!  no  rr<' 
iii/rbeir  täit  had  ended  DW-tbe  sodlt BUcccssioa 
)ii£>a«  ■C^onbl/ä.  lkongbt£    had  <  half  revolvcd 
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t'rom  a  fererisb,  tncoDgraoos  day  ilroiun»  wbto 
the  Buddea  balt  ot'his  meiUed  coutser,  and  Ük 
Bction  of  liis  atlcndant  equerry,  remiuüed 
tbat  bc  had  rcacbed  liio  griuid  portal  of  l|^ 
Castle  De Ximenes,  tmmediately  orer  nUictm. 
Statue  of  GoiurIvo  Ihe  Migbty,  Üi»  Jbnndsr  ;< 
bis  race  and  n(Tme,.«&tcnded,  witb  a  ndecSvl 
action,  liie  tiuiicboon  of  cominand,  anii  styi 
scemcd  lo  poiat  to  tUo  mimeaf>urably  wide  atv 
rounding  domaio  fi>r  Ui^.  Tbe  aUendaiiCtraip< 
had  halted  aud  drawn  up  at  some  paces  du 
tanco  from  ÜiGir  lord,  forming  a  balfcucle 
hiud  biui,  tili  be  ahould  dismount ;  wbile  fwM 
thß  interior,  tbe  aluiou«r,  tbo  major  domo,  ai)tf 
uther  priiicipal  oQicers,  approached  at  th«  bea4 
of  a  Dumerous  baud  of  pages  aud  tctaiaerü  to 
receive  tboir  master.  ubo  prepared  to  ascoad 
tbe  Kieps,  beckoniog  tbe  young  peasant  (o  folloHF 
bim;  nlien  tlie  trunckeon  of  marble  feit  J'ro^ 
the  hand  of  the  slatue  qfGotimlvo  the  Migkty  ta 
the  fett  ofEslevan !  and  there  arose  a  sbout  of 
amazcmeiit  as  the  bollow  marble,  sbattehngUke 
pottcry-ware,  discovered  a  written  roll  ofparch- 
ment  whick  U  had  hitherto  concealed. 
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'  YouDg Esleran,  stoopingrdircotlydisengaged 
the  scroti,  wtiich  he  presentcd  to  the  Oouitt, 
vliO  reqiieslcd  (hat  ho  would,  cven  on  the  spot, 
Kad  aloud  its  Contents.  As  he  spoke,  he  re- 
placed  the  parchnieut  in  the  hands  of  the  youtb, 
who,  onfolding  tt,  read,  in  extremely  antique 
Hpanish,  tlieae  words : — "  The  dtaüt-bed  secret 
vf  the  raoe  of  De  Ximenea."  Ue  paused,  and 
'ibe  countehanue  of  ttie  Cotint  feil;  nhile  deep 
MtoniKhnient,  awp,  and  a  curiosity  tho  most 
intease,  dnelt  tn  evcry  featare,  and  was  mani- 
fcstcd  in  every  gestnre  of  tbose  around  Uiem. 
Once,  wilh  a  tremulous  motion,  did  Ximenes 
put  the  scroll  aside ;  bat  the  next  momcnt  tri- 
klinpfaantfortitadeassutned  the  sole  monarchy  of 
liis  boaom.  "Yet  read!"  hc  cried  (rivctting 
tis  Piercing  eye«  upon  the  peasant),  *'  for  those 
'ifeatures  ofthiue  do  proclatm  theo  the  heaTcn- 
tkmeiateA  beraM  of  «tnuiffa  evMlsi-read on. 
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.  r    n-.i-  •!>  Uli    t>  lÜMfq  atUlü-l 

.  /Ih  Äüili '»■»BqKOiitniil'i  "     .bloil-id 

Characterf,  M««KfllAMM«»e/<f»^  Me  Mtiit*t  j 

mg  ca/ied, (A«,0s«0iJfSlBJI1«4tw>iiajii  bim  »aniirj 
"Now  behold  tb«rdi9Miib'««^iS<lipltHaiti 
üf  that  same  edifice,  caHerf  the  cwfrf  ^«m»^l 
a  large  and  nia|:niftcent  cabinet  ofebony;  'ii^ktlr  I 
Ihe  folding  dsörff  of ■  tvliich,  tmd  likemöe  ott  Ui#  1 
maay    drawert,  '  letmsts;" ' ^id" ' tffmiiArtliitfarfag 
which  it  contotofl/  are  ügdfiid  äi¥^H  ät^tÜbtibA 
'      of  rare  and  cunning' device,   Pfttmtd  »31  Öf'"^««' 
Corinthian  braUC'iiil^  iB]ionnOät<abd   eehfaÜ' 
part  of  tho  cabloet  is>  ■  howevet,  left  avi^^iHäi' 
lofty  Space,  faähioaed  iU '  th&'tttdtHKir  «f  >  ä' dtflW 
portal,  aupported  bypItfars'brtTie  Mtfna^ttirfqbe 
and  precwusmolal,  with  which  U  ia  tfirtmg*o«r 
so  profusely  «mboswd  alid  adomwl,     Tlic  bncl 
of  Ulis  portico  lafenacd  by-oinowide  mifl'ttta»-' ' 
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tained  within  a  rieh  fraine  or  cornice  of  the 
fiaDie  substaace  as  the  bcfore  deäcribed  pillars 
of  the  portico,  the  designs  lipon  which  represent 
angels,  arch-angels,  and  cherubims,  all  of  mar- 
vellous,  rare,  and  artTuI  workinanship,  and  in 
goodly  shapes  and  postures  most  delightfal  ta 
behold.  Within  ihe  Space  thus  divinely  girdted 
aad'jgtianTed  'ü  imäg^  and  represeuted  the 
CMvdtJb  of  Btlen»  the-adAimble  conning  contri- 
vance  and  dispositionvr&'ereof  rifetteth  all  eye» 
ttiat  9|i^(;|,d<t,,(:juDce.|to.gaze^  upon  it,  still  to 
g^ze  },\\^  Ipng.antliste^fM  w«#der  i  since  there 
i^  df^Jin^a;t«di  «s .  by  tbc  bfUMl  i  of-  nature  itself, 
a,jno*t  wpressive  abstraot  of  ail  lislng  and  ve- 
gcA^YC  .creation^  nora  particularly  the  'Free  of 
^no««/««]!?«,  vfiJJ)  ila /flfoJ /rui/ fiireled  and  en« 
twifledronodAboMih;.  the,LarcliieQejny  of  mnn- 
Ufu]^  >oneUiiQr«idfs.ii^iwJiich'ma3'<,toa  be  seen, 
%9fe^,o^r  Sfst  i^r^uU)<tb«^»>i(Klei>oradnIons. 
fip^nf^hrifU  ofiaiiRortalitjr''  w.'uu^i  .->>< 

"  Now,  »ark  jel  (ha  EBrnblanoOfOfibowomaii 
£ve  bold^Üi  t'orth  a  i&ir  güäedappta^-^aipable, 
round,  ^(1  swolUng  to,tb4  touch>  wblch  apple 
eDcJi^^b.-Bo4-<ion«^Ieth<.asecret  apriug,  upon 
vt^fA  ifT;hoRQfiS^>»hall  m^ict  a^troi^  pressure 
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I     sliall  straigtitway  bcbold  the  paii«!   ef 

upon  wliicfa  U  ögnred  theGiirden  of  Eikn,  all 
aside,  oßcriiig  free  and  easy  ingress  to  '«  secrflf' 
doset  Ol'  stonc,  constructcd  and  cotitrived 
within  Ihe  thickncss  of  thc  wall  of  (he  edlAce. 
From  that  Kccret  closct  a  Btecp  and  narrowstaii« 
case  of  mnny  alopa  desccnds  to  the  bnscmenf 
Story ;  and  at  the  foot  of  thnt  staircase  is  irf 
narrow  door  of  oak,  studded  on  the  iimer  sitW 
with  nails  of  hmsB,  and  secured  also  wflli  tbrM 
bolts  of  the  same  metal.  That  same  door 
opencth  under  the  covered  cloisters  of  Ihe  gaW 
den  of  the  Casa  Niegra,  wMch  streich  a)«ngttMl 
wholc  extcnt  of  the  hack  front  of  that  naansioMl 
Without^idc,  thfl  door  fs  painled  hi  tho arabesi[iUit 
style,  likc  unto  the  rest  öf  the  wall  of  the  cloisl) 
ters,  of  which  Et  secmingly  doth  form  a  conti'^ 
Dnation,  and  thnt  eo  artfully,  t)int  no  haMui 
discemment  hau  hitherlo  hcen  acnte  CDOtigli  M 
discovcr  the  mysterious  onllet  whicii  it  so  feltkk, 
fully  defends. .  '    i     ,it1 

"Now  witbin  tb»t  before-dtscribed  slraäg' 
hold  of  conccalment  (the  »tone  closct)  ie  depox 
sited  a  cofTer  of  black  tnarble,  oontainio;'  a 
jointure    l'or  Ihe  laxl  heireBU    «f  fbejbonse  of' 
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De  Xbnencfif  ilie  who  aUall  di«  in  life,  live  in 
tttatli,  and  ivhose  story  shaU  survivt  aßer  bottt 
hav*  tnded" 


fWm*  conolnded  ihefierollr  wbichi  tbe  youth 
once  more  tenderod  to  tbe  nghast  Cotint,  who, 
receivin^,  pluced  it  in  his  bosoin;  he  then 
l/cnt  deeply  and  involunlurily  to  thfl  statue  of 
bis  nnceHtor,  and,  remaiBiDg  for  a  momcnt  lost  iii 
de«p  and  motionless  abstractioo,  De  Ximenea 
hinisclf  resemblad  the  objoct  of  bis  bomage; 
bat,  äoddenly  recovcring  Xün  aelf-possesttion, 
ko  presented,  witli  a  smiliog  cnimlciiance,  his 
bnnd  to  thc  young  reader,  whom  be  straightway 
kd  üpihe  Steps  of  marble  intobtshalls  of  splcn- 
dour,  whilc  the  observations  he  bad  bimselfso 
latoly  vetitod  on  tbo  lineaments  of  Esteran  wcre 
ktudly  rc-ecboed  by  his  whole  housebold,  par- 
tioularly  the  aged  L'racn,  who,  nft^r  gazinglonsf 
tutd  Qxedly  on  Üio  young  visilanli  declared  her 
firm  belief  Ibat  all  the  anlicut  propbficies  on 
wbich  hang  tlie  fate  of  tbe  bonseof  De  Xtmencs 
wonld  now  be  specdily  fulGüed. 
'  Qreat  WHH  the  ama2em«iit  of  mind  whicb  the 
täte  mngillar  acrident  and   developement  occa- 
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sioned  to  tlie  CoudI  de  Ximenes;  bot  no  clr- 
cumstance,  however  commanding,  could  Ion; 
detach  the  softer  emotioiis  of  bis  powerfoUy 
magnetized  heart  from  Üieir  new  bat  fafonritr 
theme> — the  acquistüon  wbich  he  coDceived 
fate  had  bestowed  oa  faim  by  the  introdacdon  of 
theyoungEstevan,  in  whom  be  feit  coDvinced 
he  bebeld  the  natural  reiiresentative  of  bis  long 
lamantcd  Alphonso,  and  the  certain  thoagh  iUe- 
gitiinate  refutaüon  of  tbat  vcry  legend,  which 
his  appearance  was  erroneously  believed  (o 
substantiato ;  for  the  fact  certainly 
tbc  doating  Craca,  and  indeed  the  greater 
of  bia  establishment,  believed  tbat  in  the  blooi 
ing  peasant  boy  Ihey  actually  bebeld 
yonng  lord  disturbed  from  bis  long  sepaicbnl 
restby  tbe  approaching  childless  death  of  hü 
fatbcr,  and  tbe  contieqnent  e\tincüon  of  hii 
faouse's  name  ;  white  tbc  Coanl  (as  belbre 
ed),  from  some  private  reasonsofbis  own  yet 
be  explaioed,  was  sanguine  in  the  bope,  tbat 
tbe  supposed  spiril  he  possessed  a  living,  asab- 
stantial  treosure,  no  lesn  prccious  than  a  granä- 
«OM,  the  issue  of  bis  beloved  Alphonso,  whom, 
sl«ad  of  tbe  ominous  herald  of  hi.H  namea  oIk 
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U«ionviln<lnisted  would  provc  Ihe  fortoDRtfl 
ittcUiiaiBnl  ot' its  proud  transmission   to  latest 


■iHaimc  devoted  the  wholoremainder  of  tbat 
cventTuI  day  to  the  social  and  affectiODate  en- 
(faTtRJiiineat  of  liis  amiable  guest,  he  himsell', 
irt  iiigbtfall,  accompanied  liiin  tili  vrithin  sigbt 
of  bis  raral  abodc,  cbar^iiig  htm  with  the 
pleasing  oflice  of  prcscDÜDg  in  bis  name,  ac- 
companicd  with  suitable  cöniplimcuts,  a  süperb 
rMat!r><rf  pcarlü  to  bis  mother,  logetbcr  with 
aa-a^rjust  ropctition  of  bis  requcst  for  tbc  in- 
dhl0fnoa.'o£«.8bort  interview  on  the  following 

iSoOD jlftSfD«  XittumeSMtunied  to  the  castle, 
häJfittced'tD  .au  anxiou9  antTwatchfu]  pillow  ; 
DOt  to  wondcr  at  and  rcÖect  upoii  the  siiigular 
cbanco  whidi  bad,  by  ßo  «uddenly  and  strangc- 
ly  tranalatmf  Üie  mystic  cbaracters  of  the  plan 
oLtheCaici  Xiegra,jit  once  revealed  tbe  doath- 
bed  secretot'bi^  ancestor8,hitherto  denied  to  bis 
knowledg«,  and  directed  bis  inquiry  to  an  im- 
inenafrand.unsUEpectcdaccessionoftreasure,but 
tomase  witii  compliicent  pleasure  un  the  natural 
and  flim{^  accident  whicb  bad  Icd  to  tbe  dis- 
vui,.  III.  D 


coveryof  Estevan,aiid  upon  lliose  armogemcnti 
which  wcTd  unavoidably  connected  with  Üic 
subutantiation  ot'  tho  youth's  idenüly.  aoA  hiä 
own  conüequent  happiness.  At  lengtli,  hsTing 
tfaought-wom  (be  subject  in  evcry  possible  ligbt 
and  posilion  in  which  imaginatioD  was  capable 
of  placiog  it,  theCount's  refiections  referred  to 
the  extraordinary  contents  of  tlie  document  uf 
tbe  trunckeon.  Thcdeccased  Estella  was  un- 
doubtedly  propheücally  alladed  to  by  it;  her 
heart,  at  least,  bad  certainly  boen  widowcd  bj 
her  Separation  frotn  her  first  and  only  love ;  and 
the  jointiire  of  Gonsalvo  tbe  Mighty  couldoou 
oiilyjustly  cnricb  him,  her  patemaJ  heir :  and 
OD  wbom  coutd  bc,  with  such  beart-approvinf 
justice,  bcstow  Ibc  trca-surc,  as  on  tbe  son  p( 
brotber? 

It  was,  doubtiess,  aniovaluable  bequest, 
as  would  alone  render  ils  possessor  transi 
dently  wealthy,  and  consequenlly  powctfül: 
the  naine  of  De  Ximenes,  tbougb  descent  de^ifid 
it,  he  could  still  bestow,  by  adoplion,  oil  tbe 
new  and  (larlin^  object  of  bis  bopes,  caresj  and 
•chemeü :  and  it  was  more  tJian  probable, 
the  foherent  yalpur  and  meriti  of  bis  grani 


'would,  in  the  progress  of  a  few  years,  caire 
him  out  a  passage  to  dUtinctioD  and  renown. 
"  Let,  then,  my  empty  titles  witlier  with  me  in 
(he  sepiilchrc,"  thouglit  tbe  sanguine  grandce; 
"my  name  sTiall  yel  blossom  in  the  male  line;  and 
Time,  the  builder  up  as  well  as  paller  down  of 
bonoars,  will  fail  not  to  rel'und  with  interest  in 
after  ages,  to  my  postcrjty,  the  spoils  of  glory 
Iie  will  cngulph  in  this." 

Thus  anticipatcd  the  Count;  and  Hope,  wcl! 
pleascd  with  (lie  dcvoied  offering  of  her  votary, 
berself  gathercd  ihe  poppies,  which,  with  a  late 
bat  liberal  band,  sbe  ut  Icngth  shook  from  her 
azurc  rohe  upon  bis  feverisli  pillow,  Soon 
•%tarting' from  a  transient  though  iovigorating 
stumber,  the  Count  ha^tily  di^palched  thedutiea 
of  the  toilette,  and,  without  breaking  bis  fast, 
Tode  forth  from  the  Castle  foHowcd  only  by  his 
equerry,  Manuel,  i^bom  he  had  previously  order- 
ed  to  be  in  early  attcndance,  toward«  the  cottage 

,    of  Gomez. 

'Measurelcss  was  the  surprise  whicn  this  mos): 
ancxpected  and  private  sortie  excited  in  the 
mmds  of  the  enquiriiig  hoiisehold  :  the  sapient 

■^TTraca  in  particular  was  overwhclmed  with  con- 
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steination,  when  it  was  discovcrcd  tlinl  her  l 
had  still  longer  procrasUnated  tiie  visitatil 
«r  ihr  ncwly  revealed  Ireasiircs  of  the  Ca! 
Niegra;  and  Ins  carly  and  niysterioos 
as  well  as  total  deficiency  in  a  (piality  in 
shu  herseif  so  sujier-emiBently  abounded,  foria 
for  her  an  almost  inexhaustible  theme  for  c 
tiation. 

"Had  1,"  she  cried  (holding  up  her  handl 
"  been,  iustead  ot'my  Lord  Count,  ao  wondroasf 
instnictod  of  a  concoaled  treasnre,  would  I 
htm,  havc  passed  best  part  of  a  long  day  am 
whole  long  night,  nay,  even  booled,  saddlfl 
and  set  fortli  a  wind  hunting  the  uext  monülif 
without  cven  so  mnch  as  taking  onc  peep  at  n 
good  tbrtune?" 

"  Not  you,  indeed,  damo,  l'll  be  sworn," 
the  Steward ;    "  but,   tbrtunately,  our   ^raciw 
master  did  not  happen  to  imbibe  your  curiosl 
with  your  milk,  or  we  might  all,  perhaps,  li 
this  vcry  moment  ander  the  immediate  dotn 
tion  of  Satan." 

The  nurse  cbanged  countenance,  and  c 
herseif  most  devoutly. 

"  Nay,  SigQora,"    continued    the    stewu 
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"  I  wouid  not  williDg]y  bc  guilty  of  the  unpolfte- 
ness  of  alarmia^  a  lady;  but  wlial  bottcr  could 
huve  bücu  rcasonably  expecleü,  had  my  lord 
ventured  to  penetrate  to  tliat  strong  liold  of  evil 
spiritH,  Iht  Casa  Niegra,  unprotected  and  un- 
sanctioned  by  Uic  sacrcd  baoner  of  th«  chiirch? 
Why,  a  whole  river  of  holy  water  would  scarco- 
ly  servc  to  lay  thp  iinhallowcd  dust  which  hu 
for  Rgcs  been  accmiiulaling  in  thc  secret  rcccsse^  i 
uf  that  iufcmal  mansion;  orten  thouf^and  pater- 
noaters,  aves,  and  crcdos,  provc  sufficient  to 
cvcn  overawe,  mucb  less  utterly  quell,  the  tegions 
of  tionds  aud  wandcring  gbosts  which  infest  it; 
or  Ks  many  rcn-^tcrs  of  inceiisc  purify  it  of  the 
brimstuny  and  snlphureous  fetor  with  which  , 
such  abominable  dwellers  bave  pervaded  and 
jnibiied  it. " 

"  I  should  ratlier  Ihink,"  Said  one  of  the  damseU  i 
of  the  bousehold,  "  that  lastingf,  prayer,  and  , 
casti^ation,  onght  (o  he  adoped  hy  our  lord  the  i 
Coiint  cre  he  venture»  within  thc  glo^tny  wallfl  \ 
whJcli  hiä  inflexible  reven^e  made  at  once  the  i 
prisoii  and  thc  dcath-scene  of  bis  lovely  unofiend- 
ing  danghter,  thc  excellent  Lady  Estella,  who. 
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ihcy  üay,  luay  be  plaiuly  seea,  wbcncvei 
and  moraing  meet,  Standing  at  tbe  iron-]attic«d 
wiodow  of  thc  Chamber  in  whicb  she  bi^atbcd 
her  last  sigh,  wrappcd  up  in  her   wiuding-sl 
and  then,  woräc  th&ii  that,  paiading  beroro 
gates  of  tUe  mausioo,  you  are  certain,  at 
self-same  monient  of  Urne,  to  ineet  the  shade 
tbe  brave  and  handsomc  Don  Carlos,  her  liiil 
ful  loTcr,  with  ifae  sLcels  of  tbe  tea  oruel  bandü 
who  slew  hini,    all  sUrJiitig  togetber 
bosoin,   aud   bleeding   trom   as   inauy   treai 

wouods." I, 

"Ab!  but,"  cfied  tbe  gcnücmaa  sewer, 
would  venture  to  oncountcr  the  gentle  spi 
of  botb  thoäi:  truc  ajid  iU-fatcd  lovers,  Ibi 
sooner  thati  l  would  tbo  siuglc  atalkiug  skelel 
Ol' tbe  idiot  girl,  wbom  overy  body   supposes 
was  lo&t,  aud  starved  to  dcath,  m  some  of  tbe 
secret  subtcrrancous  vaalts  wbich  ccrtainly  o] 
deilay  tbe  foundation«  of  that  feart'ul  dwell; 
though  no  m»rtal  has  bitheito  been  ablo  to 
Cover  entrancc  to  or  outlot  l'rom  them :  hut 
iacredibly  averrcd  that  bei anaiotay  still  wau' 
about,  bedizcned  with  the  Lady  l^stclla'a  jewcl 
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whicfa  you  all'kuow  thepöoi-  dii^ardedSf|;DDra 
Gregorio  »worc  fusting;,  upon  (he  lioly  Evaoge- 
lists,  nlie  kaevi  iiotbing  oC." 

An  JDvoluntary  aliudder  crept  ovor  all  tbe 
bearers  of  llie  repctition  of  thls  hörrible  tale; 
and,  though  il  vvuü  broad  noontide,  tbey  JDsen- 
sibly  contracted  their  ciiclc,  nrbile  Siirnora 
Uraca  thns  took   up  A\e  dlscoursc:— ~ 

"  Well,  to  be  sure,"  she  ttied,  "  'twaa  ou  holy 
trutb  which  my  honoured  mother  averred,  vvliea 
she  used  to  declarc,  that,  bad  I  been  a  man, 
nought  on  enrth  coiild  bave  put  courage  into  ine 
save  ciirtosity;  and  tbe  boly  saints  jntercede 
for  me  in  having  given  Satan  »ach  a  fair  plack 
at  my  betird  as  I  offered  hira  even  iiow,  when  I 
expressed  a  wish  to  «nter  that  deii  of  dread- 
fnlocss.     Why,  childron,  afl  you  bave  been 

I  relatiog,  awfui  as  it  tnily  Is,  is  but  cakes  and 

I  confectionary  to  what  I   know,  and   coold  teil 
yon,  or  the  sectets  of  that  fatal  place,  where  is 

I  celebratcd  a  perpetuui  tertuUa  of  apparitions, 
l^hosts,  and  goblins.      'Tis   prctiy  well  ascer- 

I  tauned,"   procceded   she    (lowering  her  voice), 
"  that  Ihc  soat  nf  Don  Alvarro  do  Kodrigaez, 

I  who  laid  the  foundation  stonc  of  the  Casa 
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Nie^m  with  bis  OWD  hands  (sometime  aboul 
reigii  of  King  Bamba),  does  not  reposequite, 
quietly  as  that  docs:  lie  was  sumamed,  froni 
förocity  and  revciige,  Ibe  Knighl  of  Ute  sheati 
Sworä;  and  truly  his  teinper  ran  in  bis  race, 
tradition  avers  that,  at  the  conqaest  of  P< 
a  descendant  uf  his,  a  very  valiant  bu(  ci 
zealot,  calied  Don  Cassar  Sangre  de  Rodn'gi 
killed  seventecn  royat  Incas  wilb  bis  owa 
ticutur  glaive,  all  for  tlic  sakc  oT  possessio^ 
ri<:lies,  and  lliat,  too,  aficr  they  had  embri 
our  sacrcd  failb  ;  and  evcry  anniversary  of 
■niirder  Ihoy  orc  pertuitted  to  seuth  bis  body 
catdron  of  nicltcd  gold ;  and  nbeu  it 
they  Sit  down  round  it,  and  devour  Ibc  conti 
«ven  tu  tb(!  vcry  bones.    Theu  there's  tlii 
dering  gbost  of  rJie  Lady   Bclizu,  my   lord  Ihc 
Couiit's  own  great  grand-uiiiil,  who  died  undcr 
her  father's  cnrse,  like  tlie.  Lady  E»tella  did  :  xhe 
too  loved,  even.after  her  father  had  commanded 
her  to  kate.     But  she  bccdcd  not  bi^  biddin^ 
sbe  followed  her  cavalier  to  tbe  wars  in  tbe 
guise  of  a  warrior  (for  ehe  was  a  gigantic  fi{ 
of  a  womau),  fought  unduuutcdly  by  his  sJde 
thc  battle's  most  furioas  beat,  coTored  bim  with 
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^r  slijeld  v)ben  he  wns  ovcrcuinc,  and  lust  l>olh 
Iier  lliumlis  in  liis  dofcnco.  Aficr  (hat,  iin  iin- 
gallant  rogue  of  a.  Saracen  clove  her  lell  clicck 
I  «cross  and  across with bis  faulchion:  theMuiinfl 
^  tpoiled  her  bcaiity,  biit  not  her  lourage  orhcr 
love'sconstancy.  She  retiiriicd  with  her  heroto 
ChristendotD,  where  thry  \Yere  bound  together  na 
fast  as  hnly  mother  church  could  tte  them :  but 

Ittie  Lady  Bcliza  still  pined  für  her  father's 
pardon,  and  dicd,  at  tasi,  of  u  broke^  hcart, 
becaitse  shc  could  not  tnake  her  love  and  her 
duty  agrec;  and  her  spirit  is  coudetnned  to  wun- 
der unblest  tili  the  name  of  Ue  Xinicnes  bc  luüt 
liod  round  ngain." 
"Weil!"  Said  tbe  genthman  seivcr,  "  fhese, 
(o  be  sure,  arc  learl'nl  Iruihs,  and  I  have  listen^d 
(o  them  since  [  was  Utile  onongh  to  havc  been 
Serred  up  ander  yonder  olla  pndrida  eover. 
Bot,  heaven  defend  ine  from  the  vicw  of  llic 
Spirit  of  the  ngly  black  negro  dwarf,  that  my 
lord  the  Count's  ^randmother  was  reporied  to 
be  so  wickedly  fond  of,  tbough  he  would  never 
be  persuaded  to  relinquish  bis  heutbeniäh  snpcr- 
stiüons,  but  ridiculed  tbe  mystcries  of  our  lioly 
fatth  even  Uli  tho  very  liour  of  hisdeath;  he 


raio)  for  giving  bim  kin 
at  laijt,  of  rhilblaias,  anf 
thc  Casa  Xiegra  from 
banning  aiid  execraüog  jil 
do  in  liis  lifctfmc.  Gracl 
me  from  the  uuiquc  liorrol 
ghost .'" 

A  laugli  at  Ifac  tragical  | 
and  the  conclnding  aapiratüi 
setvcr,  wbich,  spite  of  prejfl 
lioii,  burst  spOntancoasly"j 
ihc  niore  juvenile  part  of-Ütlqjl 
ly  scaiidalizcd  and  discoDq| 
Uraca :  shc  abruptly  stirt) 
commuDicatiotiä,  aud,  wjtDfjj 
iiir, baugblily  retired.  Hera 
cd  by  tbe  rcst  of  thc  party,  wl 
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Manuel,  the  pre^eiit  cqucrry  of  the  Count 

R;4b  Ximenes,  bad  scrved   tlie  uofurtauate  Dou 

Uplionso  from  childhood,  and  f'uithfully  niiois- 

red  to  Itis  last  momcDts  ;  hc  bad  altended  iiia 

liaaster  on  bis  Grst  travcls,  und  last  particular 

Visit  lo   France;  and   bad,  iiidced,  cnjoyed  uo 

inconsiderable  portioii   ol'   hin   cunfidcncc  and 

affectiou.     Tbese  circunistanceä  prored  tlie  best 

and    most    eSectual     recotuinendatioiiä    which 

Uauuel  could  bavc  obtaiued  t<i  tbc  rcgards  of 

e  doating  and  bcreavcd  parcnl  of  bis  young 

BiDaster,  wbo  had,  immediatcly  ud  bia  son's  de- 

Bniso,  rcccivcd  bisattacbcd  retuiiier  into  Ins  o\\n 

mmediate  service. 

This  confideDtial  rollowcr,  (hc  Counl,  duriag 

ridc  towards  tbe  littlc  doinaia  of  Gomez, 

fttook  occasioti    (o  inlcrrogalc  as  to  (bc  coursc 

BOf  bis  son's  gallanlrics  in   Friucc:    tbo  man. 
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soiuewhat  starUrd,  at  ßrst  evuded  ibe  ciiquiring 
hints  of  hiä  patron;  but  soon  djstinguisbin;, 
from  the  anxious  solemnily  of  his  manocr  and 
tlic  purport  of  bis  (|ucsÜonings,  lliut  bis  daly 
lo  tbe  mcmory  of  bis  late  as  weil  as  present  lotd 
clnimed  bis  rxpUcit  c»nßdencc,  lie  nt  lengtli 
ackuo>vledgril,  tbat,  a  t'ew  monlhs  prpviously 
lo  bis  deparliire  from  France,  Don  Alphonso 
bad  entercd  int»  a  secret  couiinerce  of  love  wiüi 
a  beautil'ul  tlamsel  naiiied  Blanche  Gomcz,  who 
atteiidcd  upou  a  lady  vho  bad  beer»  Ihe  tfidow 
(if  a  Hpaiiish  officer,  aud  lo  nimm  h 
had  bcen  iiilruduccd  by  a  French  Doblcnian, 
sccoud  Uusbaiid :  be  also  confpsscd  liariii;^ 
l)oruc  from  Doii  AIpboiiso  lo  tlie  bearilifal 
Blanche  several  secret  envaies  of  tove,  and 
various  rieb  prcsents ;  aiid  addcd,  tbat  bis 
oiaster  bad  expressed  inuch  regret  &t  finalty 
abandoning  lier,  by  wbom  he  was  uever  known 
hiil  US  Don  Estevan  de  Agiiilar,  tbe  sod  of  a 
Judgc,  of  Toledo,  travelling  for  improvcment; 
bat  to  tlio  very  probable  cireuinstance  of 
consequeut  pregnaiicy  Manuel  cotild  nutspi 
witb  certainty. 

TbeCotiot  bad  scarcely  cunipleUd  bi 
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gutorics,  uheii  tbey  tbund  themäelves  at  ihe 
entraiice  of  Gomez'  plunUtions:  he  had  Crom  a 
distance  beheld  tlic  approacli  of  liis  ilIiistriou.s 
viüitor,  and  now  camc  forlh  to  rcceive  liim,  fol- 
lowcd  by  bisdaughter  and  graod.soa,  upoa  wbose 
youthfui  arm  bis  lauguid  and  alteDtiatfd  but 
sUU  bcautiful  motlicr  leancd  for  support.  The 
Couiit's  eye  nosooncrdistinguULcd  hcrfeatures, 
tban  he  drew  froni  bis  boKom  ihe  miDiature  of  a 
Tcmalo  set  wilhin  a  garland  of  iiiies  formed  bf 
preciou»  orieiital  pearls,  and,  reverüng  froni 
her  countcnauce  tu  fhat  of  Ibc  mimic  rcsem- 
blaiicc  it  containt- d,  bccame  fully  convinced  ihat 
thc  fair  iavalid  before  htm  had  assurcdly  sat  for 
the  lilceness.  Thc  portrait  had  becn  brougbt  by 
Dun  Alphonso  from  T'rauce,  and  had,  on  bis 
deccase,  reverled  witb  bis  other  valuables  to  the 
,    possession  of  bis  fatber. 

I  With  ready  good  breedbig,  the  Count  now 
I  hastily  proceeded  to  pay  bis  respects  to  Ihe 
I  elegant  mother  of  Estcvan,  to  whom  he  gallant- 
[  ]y  ofTcred  tbe  farther  support  of  bis  arm  to  Ass'iat 
I  her  return  lo  tbo  cottage;  and,  purposely  mo- 
1  tioning  Manuel  to  advance,  he  proceeded  to 
I    give  bim  .some  trifling  commands  back  lo  th« 
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Castle,  biit  was  quick^y  intemtpled  by  i 
scream  from  the  decply-agitated  Blanche,  who 
having,  as  he  hoped  and  pxpected,  instanttj 
recogDizcd  tlie  foatnrdS  of  Ihc  cqiierry, 
berself  to  bis  (eff,  wbich  sbe  cmbraced,  i 
claiming;,  in  tones  of  deepost  agony, 
Manuel!  teil  me,  teil  me,  I  imploro  yoa, 
is  yoar  crnel  bot  ever-beloved  mastcr?" 

Tbc  eyes  of  Ibc  mucb  surprised  and  diso« 
certed  servant  eiiquired  of  bis  patron  what  s 
of  answer  He  ought  to  rendcr  to  tbe  gricf-wasf 
but  well  remembered  mistressof  his  younglot 
while  hi^;)]  with  joy  swelled  thc  breast  of 
Ximpnes  at  the  welcome  confirmation  of  1 
hope's  augnrie»;  bat,  lifling  wtth  an  aulhoritl 
tive  action  bis  fingier  to  his  Ups,  he  waved  M 
band  Tor  tbe  instant  departure  of  MäniicT,  t 
bimself  assl-stedtoraisennd  recovt^r  tbennba^ 
Blanche,  who  had  fainted.  '  '" 

By  ineans  of  a  pon-erfiiressenCe,' wmbh''fl 
Count  fortUDfttely  bad  aboaJ  Hni,'"'ähi!"^'w 
speedily  restored'  tö'  cortsClÖBStte^sS';' 'aiitt"li 
tween  De  Xioa^nea  and  hiersotii'  mts'cimV^ 
back  to  the  «ottage.  where  ! 
arrived,  thari,  iw  the  motet  pWthytlc'tMiy," 
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implored  tlic  Cumit  tu  allow  her  to  converse  Cor 
n  f'cw  moments  in  private  witli  bis  equetry;  an 
iudulgence  whicli  that  poUte  iiobleman,  od  pre- 
tence  of  Dot  adcling  to  her  prcsent  agitation,  in- 
sisted  on  deicrring  to  tho  füllowing  daj,  when, 
on  condition  that  shc  nould  eadeavour  to  rcgain 
composure  of  mind,  he  promised  her  desire 
shouid  be  failhfiilly  complied  with;  addiog,  that 
the  person  in  question  was  utterly  dependent  on 
his  commaoda,  «nd  shouid  be  forthcoming  the 
instant  she  could  with  safety  bo  permitted  to 
rcceire  his  Communications:  thcn  perceivjng 
a  Portrait,  which  i'rom  a  black  ribaiid  was 
siispended  to  her  bosom,  hc  requested  a  nearei 
View  of  the  miniatiire,  which  Blanche,  not  with- 
outsome  reluctancc,  granted  to  his  importunity,  , 
when  his  cyes  were  saluled  by  a  perlect  likenesa 
of  bis  jon:  the  setting  also  of  tbe  miniatuTo  was 
an  exact  counterpart  to  the  style  of  that  of  ' 
Blanche  in  his  own  possession.  He  returoed 
the  Portrait,  dimiued  l)y  a  patemal  tear;  andj  i 
without  advcrtiog  to  his  ov/u  near  affinlty  to  the  ; 
original,  inquired,  with  a  seemiugly  uninteresti 
ed  ^ir,  whcther  it  was  the  likeoe&s  of  her  de«'  | 
ce^ed  tiu^b^nd^:  ^on  Estfvan  de  Aguilar, 


Blanclie'd  white  roses  assiimeü  u  crimson  liue 
at  Ihis  mosKoncbingqueslion  ;  her  lips  treinblcd 
uith  ioartictilale  sonnils,  and  her  eyes,  sur- 
cliarged  at  oiice  witb  llie  dews  of  penitenci:, 
grief,  at)<l  shame,  euught  tlie  gronntj.  Tbe  e\- 
cesa  Qf  bis  own  iuterest  and  aaxiety  rendered 
tbe  Count  botb  iuconsideratc  and  unfeeling:  be 
rciterated  bis  question,  and  Blanche,  in  wbose 
bosompride.modesly,  and  sincerily,  maintained 
a  severe  conlest,  at  length,  in  a  low  voice,  mur- 
mured ;  — 

"It  is,  roy  Iiord,  tlie  semblance  of  my  long- 
lost,  but  ever-adored,  ever-kraented,  X>e  Agni- 

lar!  niy  heart's  first  and  only  love !  But  not " 

licre  articulation  f'aiied;  a  sliowcr  of  lears 
streamed  over  her  blusb-buroing  cheeks;  and, 
covering  her  l'ace  with  her  bands,  »he  rushed 
from  thc  n|)artinent,  to  givo  liccnse,  in  silence 
and  in  solitude,  lo  tlic  mingled  and  agoitizing 
einotious  wliicb  the  siidden  apj>earance  of  Ala- 
nuel,  and  the  rüde  ordcal  ol'  Ibe  Count's  qiiea- 
(ioris,  had  excited. 

De  Ximcnes  soon  perceived  (bat  noteven  i 
Ibeir  respect  and  veneration  Ibr  biroselfwere  s 
ficienl  to  detach  thc  aitered  deportmcnt  of  I 
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afSicled  husU  iVoni  striiiif^ly  cxprcssin;^  {licil'1 
ularm(;(l  surprisc  at,  and  anguished  partici- 
patioD  in,  tiie  distress  and  disurder  whicb  bis 
viüit  had  occasioncd  to  their  much  helovcd  anA 
already  too  lieavily  afSicted  relative;  bc  look, 
Iherel'ore,  a  kind  and  sympatbvtic  but  ba^ty 
leave ;  charf^mg  Gomez  to  prescnt  bis  wärmest 
wUbcs  to  bis  aioiablc  dan^bter  for  lier  speedy 
restoratioD  to  Iranquilily  as  well  as  beallh,  and  ' 
reiterating  bis  promise  tliat  Manuel  sbould  most 
punctually  wait  on  bcr  tbo  nextday:  betbea 
retumcd,  scomiugly  on  the  wings  ot'tbeair,  td 


bis  c 


süe. 


Estevnn  de  Aguilat  was  tbe  name  of  Alpbon* 
so's  maternal  grandfatbcr,  and  was   onc  of  Iha 
spoQsorial   appellations  whicb  tbe   Count   bad  j 
bimsclf  bestowcd  lipon  bis  darling  bcir  at  thfl 
baptismal  tont :  it  was  tbe  name  ander  whicb   | 
bis  son  bad  perl'ormed  bis  last  incognito  tour  td  J 
France;  and,  finally,  doubt  was  banishcd  from  J 
Ihc  mind  of  De  Ximenes,  wbo  lost  not  a  ni(K  j 
mcnt's  tiinc  in  samnioning  Manuel  to  a  private  I 
Conference  in  bis  closct. 

During  tbis  interview,  be  carefuUy  possessed   i 
the  equerry  witb   the  discovcry    whicb  bc  bad  J 
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Fmade  of  a  gntadscHi  iayvang  £»tovaa,  wilhoui 
Boeking  to  dieguiae  tbe  rapture  aud  exultatun 
with  wliich  thc  ftcquisition  of  so  dear  but  an- 
espectcd  a  blesaing  bad  iaspired  bim;  yethe 
slricÜy  char^ed  bim  to  contiau«  to  couccal  (rom 
Blanche,  her  fathor,  her  son,  and  all  beside,  Üie 
important  secret,  tili  ho,  the  Couat,  sbould  deter- 
'         mine  upon  tho  meaos  and  modo  of  diaclosing  to 

»themselves  and  the  world  the  ncar  affioity  whicb 
subKieted  betwccn  hitDselt'  and  the  supposed  soo 
of  Ihe  i  udge  of  Toledo.  Maauel  Ibco  received 
instructioDs  to  infonii  Blanche,  that,  prerionsly 
to  Don  Eßtevso's  doparlurc  from  Franoe,  he  bad 
qotHed  hü  acrvice  in  order  to  cnler  into  (bat  of 
a  nobleman  wlio  was  abont  to  retum  immedi- 
ately  to  Spain,  his  native  counlry;  bat  tbu  be 
had  heard  Don  Estevan  had  proceeded  on  lijs 
travels  to  Italy,  where  he  bad,  soon  aftor,  beea 
killed  in  an  afl'air  of  honour. 

Immediately  aller  this  arrangcmeat,  tbewell- 
tatored  mesaengrer  of  sottow  proceeded  to  waJt 
QpDD  Iheoagerand  anxious  qucstionings  of  tbe 
disconsolale  Blanche,  who.  listeued  to  tbo 
tidin^A  of  her  perädious  lover's  fate  with  ao 
amgabdi  tliuj  sealcd  tho  slow  but  cortain  consom- 


«I 

BiBftnnof  heronrn.  Time  has  fttfle  power  ov« 
tb«  afibctioas  ofa  sensible  beart:  th«  Inst  ray  of 
doubtfiil  hope  was  iiow  <|iit)nched,  and  her  soul 
became  dark  and  joyleaa  as  that  last  sad  oarthy 
Chamber  ioto  which  she  eamestly  desired  to 
desGcnd,  tbere  to  for^t  her  woes,  and  be  hei^ 
seif  forgotten !  Yet  tho  care  of  reputalion, 
Btron^r  than  life's  love  itselT,  still  rcmained :  on 
her  trcmbling  knees,  she,  nith  wringin^  handi, 
implored  Ibe  aervant  of  her  lorer  to  g:imrd  the 
Beeret  of  her  fatal  error  from  aü  to  whom  it  was 
still  nnknown,  and,  most  of  all,  from  tho  noble 
fniit  it  bad  prodaced:  she  oSered,  too,  to  bny 
bis  BÜenco  with  all  the  little  wealth  »be  iadivi- 
datdly  passessed.  But  Manuel  declined  ao- 
cepting  farthcr  bnbcs  Cor  a  seuresy  which  his 
mimificent  putron  bad  already  purchased  at 
«  price  which  exoeeded  bis  most  aTaricioug 
hopes. 

After  this  scene,  the  räJts  of  Üie  Coant 
De  Xincnes  to  the  dwelltn^  of  Oomcz  became 
frecpient,  and  still  more  fVequent  were  bis  invitft- 
tlons  of  her  amiable  son  tm  the  Castle ;  ao  that 
Bstcvan  might  bare  been  said  to  live  ahnost 
conümially  uodcr  the  CounVa  eye,  save  dunng 
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tage,  tu  uä'erto  tUem  tbe  accustomcd  tribute  oL' 
bis  duty  and  aSectioii. 

The  fondncss  of  o)d  Uomez  tbr  bis  grand- 
son  provcd  a  forLunate  auxiliary  to  tlie  Coant'a 
favourite  wisbos :  the  good  veteran  was  ravished 
with  delight  at  the  briiiht  prospect  whicb  those 
hoDouring  and  providential  pn>ffers  presented 
to  bis  boloved  but  obscure  and  birth-blighted 
grandson;  and  not  only  yielded  a  frank  and 
gratefu)  consent  tothe  proposed  splendid  trans- 
plantation  ot'his  danghter's  offspring,  but  also 
prevailed  apon  that  tcnder  motbor  to  yield  her 
consent  to  measiires,  whicb,  wbile  her  appre- 
ciativc  ambition  desired,  her  niaternal  tendor- 
ness  decliiied. 

Apparel,  piain  but  elegant,  waä  tiow  substi- 

titatcd  fortlie  custouiary  peasantgarboi'Estevan, 
^d  tUcncelorward  he  took  up  bis  coostant 
^bodeat  the  castle  of  his  patron.wlioappoinled 
Ilim  splendid  apartmentä  and  suitablo  attendaabs, 
j|nd  procured  scveral  tnlors  of  the  most  distia- 
,^uisbed  cminoncc  to  direct  bis  various  studies. 
.^bese  proliminary  iutroductions  to  greatness 
,  adjustcd,  tbe  Count  procecded,  accompanied  by 
IhcSupf^rior  of  the  Monastcry  of  St.  Benedict, 
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r,  and  several  otfaer  minisfers  oI'Uk 
cbnrcb,  together  wilh  a  nameroDS  assembl^ 
of  attcndanta,  to  examioe  tlie  lOng-^uarded  mjs- 
teries  of  Ihe  des  '      ■  "       ^iiegra. 
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Thb  intcrioTof  tbat  gloomy  cdificc  once  pa- 
Dctrated,  and  all  needfol  and  solemn  ceremonies 
pertormed,  the  panel  of  the  cabinet  of  the  Tree 
of  Knowledge  submissively  yielded  to  tbc  in- 
structions  conlained  in  the  schedule  of  the 
trunchcon,  and  discloscd  tlie  entrance  to  ths 
closetof  concealment,  in  ivhich  was  found  de- 
posited  tho  alluded-(o  coffer  of  black  marble: 
tt  waä  of  surprising  massiveness,  and  bclted 
aboDt  with  solid  gold.  Oa  tbe  lid,  inlaid  with 
inestimablc  chrysolites,  appearcd  this  inscrip- 
tion,  "  For  the  last  heiress  of  tfie  kouse  of 
De  Ximenes."  The  coffer  was  unfastened,  nai 
filled  witlt  wedges  of  virgin  gold  and  silver ;  it 
contained,  beside,  sevcral  diamonds,  emeralds, 
rubies,  and  pcarls  of  surpassing  brilliancy,  size, 
and  purity.  Wholc  days  would  have  been 
scarceiy  safficient  lo  tbe  rcviewal  and  «compotor 
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evca  Bore  Üua  ptmctif  reallk,  Ih«  kMfped  pc»- 


•cribcd,  and,  (orcing 

wbidi,  Iboogfa  tfaoM    fajlMtigB 

drawo,  was  süil  forcibly  i 

^ring,  tltey  foiiDd  tbemselTeft  fa 

cloisterB    of  tbe    ^anlea  of  tbe  Casa    Nie) 

So  tmcG  of  humao  TisitatioD  oi  foroMr  cdIü 

was  dütcoTerable  in  whal  had  long  beco 

sylvan  wiidcmcss,  from  wbicb  tbe  interlaced  m 

eatangled  braocbes  of  migbty  trecs  (tbe  g^iai 

of  thcir  species)  nearly  exciuded   tbe   rays  of 

meridian  day;  while  Ihe  usurpiDg  growth    of 

noJBorae  weeds  aad  raiik  speür-likc  grass,  Milh 

which   Ibc  walka  were  tbicketed   and  infested, 

rosv,  tu  in  oppositiun  to  Üieir  farther  prc 

neitriy  t»  tbe  brcubts  of  Ifac  appalied  intruda 
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v/hn,  wandcrio^  aniidsl  iU  aliDoitt  inexplicable 
eiitaD^lcments,  with  much  scriiliny  discovercd, 
at  Icngtb,  a  low  pustera,  jncased  uitliin  Ihe 
massive  und  wild  vcgetaliun-draperied  gardon 
wall :  it  had  rcmained  iiiir<i!>tcned  Sfleniiugly  for 
years,  but  the  embracing  ivy,  tvhicb  had  tben, 
most  probably,  beeo  toni  Crom  its  adhesivc  clasp 
to  give  cgress  tu  somc  one,  had  loDg  sincc  re- 
ncwed  iU  protective  coil  witb  a  rcdundanc]r 
wbich  tbrmed  a  pcrfcct  screco  to  tbc  aperture 
butli  wiüiinaud  witboutsjdc  llie  wall. 

The  way,  tlien,  by  «hitli  llie  idiot  girl  Luna 
had  quittcd  tiie  Casa  Niegra,  was,  at  last, 
ascertained;  but  tbc  meatia  by  whicb  sbc  bad 
oblaincd  tbc  knowlcdge  of  tbat  way,  a  know- 
icdgc  whicb  ronstituled  »  no  utiimportant  feature 
of  tbe  loirg  and  mysterioiiüly  coaservalvd  death- 
bed  sccret  of  the  raco  of  De  Xiincues,  still 
rematiied  tiid  in  probably  IhlboTnliiss  obsciirity. 
TbvCouDt,  Ol)  retiring,  ordcred  tbat  the  gardea 
posleni  of  tbc  Casa  Niegra  slioiild  be  clused, 
and  tbc  secret  door  whicb  openecl  beneatb  its 
üloisters  blocked  up  witb  iiiaaoury;  and  work- 
men  were,  with  all  possiblc  cx.pcdition,  em- 
ployed  to  piit  hiü  ccniinands  intu  <-\ccIition. 
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The  cabinet  of  Üie  Tfte  ef  K-nowUd^t,  vM 

tho  coSer  of  b]aok  raarble,  tho  Gount  caased  lo 
bo  fortbwith  conveyed  to  tbe  castle;  he  als» 
l^ave  directioas  tbat  tbe  cntranco  to  tbe  closci  of 
concoalmcnt  from  the  oriel  Chamber,  wliicb  Um 
cabinct  had  so  loug  guarded,  should  now  l>e 
wainscoted  in  with  ccdar,  to  correspond  with 
tbe  other  parts  of  tbo  aparlment :  bat  tfaoDgli 
every  moans,  both  domestic  and  raligious,  were 
unsparingly  resorled  to,  in  order  to  repair,  pn- 
rify,  and  eulircn  tbe  dreary  maiision,  and  ren* 
der  it  ths  folore  unalariiiiag  resort  of  hunmi 
dwellcrs,  the  prejndices  wtiich  bad  iovestod  tii 
with  so  many  supcrnatural  horrors  lost,  com- 
parativclyi  little  grouud;  and  tbe  disappoiated 
CouDt  was  finally  fain  to  abatidon  the  anavaii- 
in^  atteinpt  of  rescuing  tbe  vencrable  and  ätill 
splendid  pile  from  tbat  appalliag  obioquy  by 
wbicb  it  was  coDtamiaated. 

Nearly  four  years  bad  now  elapscd  siace 
Estevan's  ürst  introduction  to  tbe  castl«,  duriog 
whicb  pcriod  De  Ximenes  bad  uacoasingiy  4i' 
rectod  all  the  powcrfiil  and  still  undiminished 
energies  of  bis  disposition  towards  resdeviai 
bis  intended  succesaor  complctcly  loarned,  f 
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lished,  and  aooompliabed ;  but  (o  effeot  i 
desired  purposes  was,  tlic  Coaiit  aoon  disco- 
rered,  ing)oriously  casy.  Estevan  had  early 
beeo  assiduouäly  grounded  in  tbe  principal 
branches  ol'  a  piain  but  solid  cducation,  and  a 
gencra!  and  lustrous  gcnius  gave  such  rapid  and 
exqaisitefinisliings  to  bis  various  ncw  acquirc- 
menta,  ns  left  tbe  migbty  mind  of  De  Ximeoes 
not  a  Single  desiro  orexpoctationrospecUngtbe 
perfcction  of  its  idol  angratilied  or  untulblied : 
and  bis  noxt  proposed  purpose  was,  to  bavc 
him  roceived  by  tbe  world  aa  that  wbicb  hc 
ODilldnever  safficicDtly  regretbe  ntallywasDot, 
naiDely,  bis  legitimate  heir.  liis  designa  on 
this  moüt  important  subjcct  sliiutberod,  bowcvcr, 
for  tbe  prescut,  in  tbe  innermost  aanctuary  of 
bis  own  bosom ;  and  ho  procraslinated  Üicir  di- 
valgesoent  witb  Uie  inore  ronfidcnce,  bccause 
äe  bclicved  thcir  accomplishmcnt  would  provo 
an  easily  feasiblo  and  tbcrefore  incoasidcrable 
triompb  ofbts  policy. 

Bitt  tbe  all'Snflicient  statosHian  had  yct  a  trial 
of  skili  to  undergo,  which  was  destined  to  prove 
to  bim,  that  tbe  armoury  uf  aimplc  Iruth  furnisbed 
weapoQS  moro  cflbctivc  tlian  the  hitlierto  nofaÜ- 
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ingly  üubduitigones  witli  W'hicli  »mbttioas  pridr 
and  suphisticntiti»  policy  tiad  siipplicd  faim. 
White  llie  iiiiri<l  uf  De  Xiinenes  feasicü  on  Ibe 
mcrits  aad  praises  of  him  who  bad  proved  llic 
meansof  reslOTiDghi!iba[>piness,  aiid  »lio  coiist)- 
tuted  bis  all  of  earthly  pride,  ü1'  eartblj  hopr,  the 
melanclioly  and  slow-consuming  motber  had  con- 
templated  the  wonders  ot'tbe  Count's  unbouodcd 
affection  and  patronage  of  her  Estevan  with  a  df- 
bghl  «hieb  seenied  to  bavc  prolunfj^ed  ber  sojoura 
Oll  earth  only  for  the  purpose  of  witoessing 
complcte  consumniation  of  hct  son's  hoQr)y.< 
crcasing  prosperily  and  cxaltation :  viith 
more  cxuberant  »ätisfitction  did  t,he  old  soIdieT 
ga/.e  witb  honest  ptideupon  thedescrved  success 
ul'liis  bcloved  grandson;  iL  was,  loo,  a  brigbt  sub- 
jpcl  to  which  bis  aged  eycs  migbt  rccur  for  relief, 
whcn  they  should  beconie  surcbarged  with  the 
natural  dcws  of  parcntal  grief,  parenlal  berearc- 
mcnt,  with  wbicli  Ihe  uow  too  cvidenlly  spe«dtly 
approaching  dissolation  of  bis  only  child,  bis 
devotcd  Blanche,  tbroatcued  to  bedini  tbem. 

High  as  roso  Ibo  pride  of  De  Ximenes  al 
euch  fresh  and  fast  succecding  attestation  uf 
bclov(?d   Kslcvan's  nicntul  and   corporoul  sa\ 
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riority,  it  still  irketl  liis  secret  soul  niostsorely, 
that  a  chance-planted  htit  real  scion  ofthe noble 
stock  of  De  Ximenes  was  known  and  regardcd 
but  as  a  carlish  gratl:  In  rcincdy,  in  somc  inea- 
sure,  this  mortiTyln^  circumstaDce  had,  od  the 
first  coiisidcratioD,  appeared  to  Ibe  too  sanguiue 
graudee  an  easy  task.  Cuuld  ho  but  once  con- 
descend  to  onii  bis  afBnity  to  the  youth,  tlie 
Ihom,  which  beneath  placid  smÜes  still  secretly 
rankled  tu  bis  pridcful  bcart,  would  be,  be  Ibodly 
believed,  reraoved :  but  rcflection  taught  him  to 
koow  he  had  calculated  too  hustlly.  He  could 
noi,  hc  recollected,  aggrandize  the  blood  of 
Estevan  nithout  dcbasing  bisown;  still,  tore- 
move  the  stigma  of  either  an  alien  or  a  baae- 
born  adoption  from  his  escutcheon  remaincd, 
tie  believed,  in  bis  owii  power:  but  he  also  feit, 
tliat,  evcn  were  tbis  last  and  loftiest  visioa  of 
bis  brain  realizod,  aod  Estevan's  pretended  legi- 
timacy  both  avorrcd  and  believed,  the  thora 
must  still  rankle  in  his  own  conscious  pain*' 
di'voted  bosom;  it  could  only  be  bidden,  bot  J 
not,  alas!  eradicaled. 

Tbc  mpidly  waning   health  of  the   unbapp^  J 
Blanche  at  length  imperioiisly  urgcd  tbcexecu-  j 
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tioQ  ot' his  long-delayed  parposc;  be'i 
earaesüy  soaght  a  private  interview  witb  tkjR 
genÜo  peuilcnt,  and,  in  terms  Ibe  most  prepara- 
tory  and  cautioiis  be  conld  adopt,  revpaled  bis 
patern»!  affinity  to  her  departed  lover ;  adding  a 
hopeless  inquiry,  whelber  tlie  rites  of  the  cbnrci 
bad  cver,  oveu  in  any  infonnai  roanner,  sancti 
ed  their  connection;  and.  tenderly  bolding  1 
to  bis  bosoia,  concluded  witli  aa  iniprcssifj 
solema  ansurance,  that  it  was  Üie  firstanddd 
est  wisfa  of  bisbeart  to  ratiTy  tohcr,  and  to'l 
grandson  un  earlh,  all  that  I)oq  AJphonso  i 
or  Oven  ought  to  have,  promised  in  tbe  factf  J 
heaven,  by  making  thc  former  union  of  I 
hearts  now  fully  valid  in  the  sigbt  and  accepJ 
tion  of  man. 

At  this  most  atnazing  communicalion 
proffer  Blanche  became  the  very  image  of  dei 
and  for  several  moments  tho  Count  entcrtaioi 
thc  agonizing  belief  t bat  her  lortured  spirit  h 
indccd,  passed  Ibe  pale  of  biiman  suQering:  | 
leogth,  RS  be  bent  ovsr  her,  in  wild  »ndecided 
dismay,  shc  once  more  unclosed  her  spcakiog 
cyes,  an<I,rivetling  theni  mth  a  |-lanceoraItttäl 
morc  tlian  mortal  inquiry  on  bis,  said— 


"  My  Ion],  I  imploie  your  gracions  indul- 
geDce  l'ur  a  frail  r.reature,  whose  ncarly  lifo- 
exhauttted  macbinfl  U  powerless  to  sustain  the 
worldugä  Ol'  its  already  flight-fiedged  ethercal 
partner.  Corrcct  me,  theu,  boaoured  sir,  if  I 
have  in  my  infirmity  misunderstood  the  purport 
oi'  youi  lato  spcecli,  and  dare  to  embrace  tbis 
noble  band  as  tiiat  ol'  the  siro  of  my  departed 
Estevan." 

Sinking  to  Uie  Couat's  teet  as  sbe  miirmurcd 
these  words,  she  snatched,  with  a  convulstve 
grasp,  bis  band  with  both  ber'a,  and  pressed  it 
U)  her  Ups  ia  sileuce. 

,  "  -No,  geuÜe  süßerer,"  crifld  the  Count,  "  you 
have  Dot  misiiDderstood  my  speeoh.  Yoiir  £s- 
tevanwas  my  Alphonso  ! — my  soh.' — my  heir.' — ■ 
my  heart!~vay  all!  You  have  restored  to  mo 
bis  Image,  b>^  sccond  seil';  my  blasted  bopcs 
througb  you  once  more  blosäom  afreäb  upon  bis 
cold  and  carly  gravc ;  aod  your  son  sball  bence- 
fortb  become  mint,  my  legal,  my  acknowUdged 
Mrl    \oa  are,  yoMshailbe,  mydatigkUr !" 

"  Ho,  my  lord  Count,"  ccplicd  Slaojehe,  "  tkat 
notocan  never  be,  seeiug  that  tbe  band,  tbe  Ups, 
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tbc  ml),  Ihat  alonc  coald  haro  Iwslowci]  llul 
hononr  on  me  sieeps  cold  in  dusl !" 

"  How!"  exclaiiDcd  tbe  Connt,  sudd«i^ 
küidliac;inlo  Tury,  "doestbe  poor  p)ebeian«i>^ 
ton  Blanche  Gomex  refuM  my  iilliance?  Hsn 
ricbes,  nuik,  roverence,  rt-fMtablisked  Jbmmr 
üself,  no  rUims  on  her  ttcceptanct .*"  -.1 

Blanche  started  etron^ly,  and  recoiled  bom 
tbe  Count  as  tliough  n  scorpion  had  (nßxrd  it* 
stingnithin  her  hcart-  For  one  instant  sbe  ir- 
gatded  biiu  wiUi  a  gaze  in  which  reproach  seeni- 
cd  sublimed  by  coDterapt  almost  jnto  divinrlj; 
bat  (hat  characler  of  fecline;  soon  passed  away. 
aad  with  such  a  look  as  ihat  wbich  an  esamin- 
i«g  and  palliatin;  angel  might  be  snpposed  to 
assniae,  «hile  scanninc:  the  black  imagiDings  of 
asinful  soul,  sbe  replied,— 

*'  My  lord,  I  am  rfyimi — slowly  bul  sarely 
dyins:mr  'virtue,mydaly,oiy  peace,  my  bcalUi, 
bare  all  loo^  since  her n  wrecked ;  and  to  sucli 
a  bankmpt,  liches,  rank,  reverence,  seem  less 
valoabie,  more  eT-aDcscenl,  Ihao  eren  tbe  scaot 
portion  of  brcnth  it  needs  to  hat  accent  tbeit 
names.     One,  only  oae,  alas  1  prccnrious  l 
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surc  is  now  my  care ;  but  if  a  lieavcn-eiuiobled 
yoiiths  exnllation,  n  lovcil  fallier 's  peace  here 
on  cartli,  may  bo  purchased  wilUout  farther 
eaÜiralUnglhat,  aay  on,  my  lord,  and  bccome 
conviiiced  lliat  Uiirsty  Ilagar  ncver  imbibcd  so 
greedily  Uie  hcaven  bestowcd  drau^bt  oS  the 
desert  us  Bluticbc  will  yuur  counsel." 

"'Tis  well,"  rctarned  the  Couiit.  "Now 
answerto  inc  truly:  did  my  Alphunso,  ere  he 
humbicd  your  boaour,  promiso  to  bccome  yoUT 
husband?" 

"  Yes!  (repliedDIancbe)hc  solcmnly  invoked 
the  holy  saini»,  tiuy  Him,  the  cverlasting  Makcr 
o(  US  and  Uicm,  to  guarantce  bis  vow,  Üiat, 
the  consent  uf  hin  t'ather  to  our  anion  once  ob- 
tained,  ho  wotild  return  to  France»  aodt  witfa 
all  due  and  cuätomary  rites  of  tbc  cbiirch,roake 
me  bis  bride." 

"  Good,"  cried  the  cxulting  Count ;  "  heaven 
has  truly  rcgistcrcd  that  promise ;  and  Ibe  tardy 
bat  rertain  momrnt  of  its  pcrtbrmancc  is  now 
placed  witbin  your  own  Option  and  appoiatmenL 
/  am  hisfather:  I  do  consent  to  Üie  union,  and 
will  straightway  cause  docuinents  to  be  fabri- 
cated  in  whicli  its  celebration,  twelvc  montha 
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■  prior  to  tho  dntc  of  our  EütcvAn's  birtb,  sball  Lh- 
H  irrovocably  salislaatiated.  Do  yoa  still  besi- 
H        täte?" 

H  "No,  my  lord,"  rcpUed  Blanche,  "Idoittt 

H  hesitate.  I  am  determined  never  to  miniKterto 
^f  your  pridc,  Estcvan's  fortunc,  or  cvcd  my  oiM 
fame,  by  the  commiasion  or  oven  the  abctmait 
of  added  CTimc.  The  only  deserved  dowi^of 
my  sin  isdisgrace:  tho  heritagc  of  its  geoeraos 
but  unrortanatc  issae  can  be.  mtsl  be,  diagrm» 
also;  wtdeservtd  I  will  acknowledgc,  bat  not 
to  be  ransomed  by  tbe  forfeitare  of  a  guüty 
tbough  rcpeatant  mother's  otemal  peace  1" 

ThusspcakiDg,  Blanche  comniandingly  wavcd 
tbe  deparlure  ofUieabashod  and  amazcdCoiut, 
and  was  obeyed  with  that  prompt  awe  witb 
ffbich  mundaac  calcalaüon  intuiüvely  suc- 
cumbs  to  tbosc  sudden  and  amoziog  gleams  of 
tbe  floul'ä  diviiiü  qaalitics  and  character  wbicb 
notnnfrcqueDtlyillumine  and  disperse  the  mutky 
and  obscuring  mists  of  human  prejudices,  paU< 
cies,  and  crimes. 
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Tn  K  Contit  De  Ximones  had  quitted  ttie  apnrt- 
mcnt  of  (he  nnfiappy  Blanche,  and  thc  dwelling 
of  her  unconscious  fathcr,  with  a  tumult  of  ideae, 
scnsations,  and  passions,  struggling;  in  his  bo- 
som,  which,  long  afler  his  returo  to  the  castle, 
conttniMid  to  hold  unqiiellcd  their  conflictivc 
strifc.  Rcsentmcnt  and  Indignation  atthecon- 
dact  or  the  supcrstitious  conscicnce-cambered 
'  ihtstressor  his  son,  who.sc  ill-timod  scrnpnlo- 
mty  had  disarrangcd  his  faircst  prospect.%  at 
flrst'rcigncd  predominaiit,  hut  wcre,  at  Icnglh, 
tnirmotinted  and  dcposed  by  a  scntiment  cqually 
stronf;  and  infinitcly  moro  just:  thi»  scntiment 
■was,  amazement  how  a  woman  so  tonderty  at- 
tachcd  to  her  oiTspring  as  Blanche  had  cvinccri 
hcrself,  and  besidos  so  cqually  tcnacioits  of 
famc,  could  he  at  titc  same  time  so  titterly  dc- 
Toid  of  that  caiilious  and  neccssary  sellishness 
F2 
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wilicil  would  t^nable  licr  to  Curaisli   bersctf  f 
saWos  at  once  tbc  most  salisfnctory,  anil  secam 
to  bolh  her  iutorcsL  and  rcpulation. 

At  IcnifUi  he  acgucd  himsclf  into  a  Iwtirf.  t» 
rather  a  bopc,  that  her  love  of  truth,  and  eiitiic 
disinterestcdness  tu  all  worldly  bribcs,  tempta: 
lions,  and  incitcmeats,  would  still  provc  an- 
L'qual  to  the  task  uf  beariog  her  out  agaiust  tbai 
public  disgracc  whicb  a  free  aadgeueral  djscio- 
Rurc  of  EstcTOU*»  true  origia  would  natunüJy 
Ivad  to  and  produce;  and,  inspircil  v/itb  acw 
nrdotir  by  tlie  rc-cKamiaatlou  of  bis  chcrished 
purposc,  placcd  in  Üiis  new  and  more  faTour- 
ablc  poiatof  vicWfbe  instanUy  seatcdhiiusell'al 
bis  scrutuii'c,  and  addrcssed  to  ber  a  Ictter.  ia 
wliich  hc  bluntly  Uireatened  tbat  alternativeas 
Ihc  certain  and  carly  penalty  of  hei  continucd 
rcjcclion  oftbat late  brilUantund  unexceptiona- 
ble  proposal,  wliich  hc  yct  oaco  more  tcndercd 
(o  her  acceptaace.  Ere,  how€ver,he  dispatcbcd 
tbis  perciuptory  cpistle,  a  fresh  Suggestion  of- 
lercd  ilself  in  tbc  form  of  a  valuable  ioiproier 
mcnt  to  bis  prescnt  .scheme:  he  resolv^d ,  t^jt 
mako  Gomez  himsctf  tho  contidant  of  tbe.ÄK^t» 
portant  secret  of  bis  affinity  and  prcscnl,  i 


toridiiätion^;  hmcasurc,  -wtiich  coUtd  not  fail 
of  providing  in  thc  vetcran  a  staimch  aud  cl- 
fcctivc  auxiliary  to  his  parposc. 

Uf  Blanche'»  ßlial  devotioii  howiisconvioccd; 
und  asäaiicd  at  odcg  by  pareiital  autliority  and 
mcDaccd  äliamv  (placing  cven  all  tlic  latent 
workings  of  maternal  tendorncss  and  ambitioii 
oat  of  the  queslion),  hc  feared  not  thc  being, 
at  last,  «nabled  to  clTcct  that  victory  ovcr  con- 
scicncc,  whicli  could  alone  makc  bis  natural 
propcTiy  and  intcrest  in  her  son  a  good  in  which 
hU  pride  migbt  (thougb  sccrctiy,  in  n  diminjsbed 
dcgree),  partakc  of  solucc  witti  bis  affection. 

Goracic  was  thcn  bastily  summoncd,  and  as 

bastily  cntritsted   with  tlio  mystery  which  bad 

I  -proved  the  real  sourcc  of  his  belovcd  boy's  so 

traddvn  and  surprising  elcvation.    Thcgood  man 

was,  at  first,  petrificd  with  astonisbment ;  but 

the  deep  and  unfading  rosentmcnt  with  which  lic 

had  invariably  rcgardcd  tlio  mcmory  of  the  un- 

'  known  seduccr  and  slow  but  ccrtain  destroyrr 

l  of  his  only  child,   suon   rcgaincd  its   habitual 

I  baoyancy  in  his  uiind  :  his  pyc  llasbed  wttb  na- 

i  wonlcd  lircs,  and  his  wilbercd  band  luccbctnically 

Iprcsscd  bis  Iruirty  and  still  undiärardcd  bladc ; 
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but  Ihe  nobly  reparative  olfcr  lo  liis  unhnpp; 
daughtcr  with  whicli  ihc  Counf  iuslanOy  folln»' 
0*1  up  his  Strange  disclosurc,  morc  than  appcosol' 
tho  injurod  hotiour  of  thc  Ume-bnwed  vetcrts; 
wbuao  tenrs,  morc  etnpbatically  tban  bis  votM, 
at  uiicc  acktiowlod^d  its  mtmificeDcc  and 
bcartfelt  apprccialion. 

It  was  her  fatbcr  whom  tbc  CouDt  made  ifac 
bcarcr  uf  bis  lalely  writtea  Icttcr,  which  Blanche 
pcrasod  willi  thc  samc  unaltorcd  dctertainalio» 
wbicli  bad  insplrud  her  latc  dcnial.  Her  mucit- 
lovcd  parcnt's  rpprcscntutiODs,  and  cven 
niands,  wcrc  cqually  iiufmitfillandincßcctii 
"  My  fatbcr,"  said  sbe,  "  that  very  pi 
sional  protniso  of  Don  Alphonso'»,  on  pretcucc 
iit' whicb  tbe  Coiititwould  nowprfäumc  iomort, 
by  forging  tbcm,  thc  ordinaiicos  of  boavcn,  was 
grouiided  on  and  givcn  in  proposcd  iatcntioaal 
deceit.  llc  rcprcsentcd  bis  father,  in  afaUe  cha- 
raclcr,  as  a  Jndgo  »f  Toledo  :  Uiat  evisn  such  u 
reverenH  dignitanj  of  the  law  wotddt;ive)iis  con- 
sent to  a  compuet  so  unetpial,  bliirred  too  ndd 
disgruccd  by  crime,  was  unltkcly.  Thc  üanctitin, 
Ibeu,  Ol*  tbc  pruuil  and  princdy  De  X 
lu   such  un  cugagcmciit  was  tnost  probaU; 
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litUc  iotendcd  to  bo  evcr  soUciled  as  it  could  be 
rcoäouäbly  cxpected  (o  bc  attaiiied.  Bcsidcs, 
Üic  liiätory  of  the  unfortunate  young  nobleman's 
provious  life  and  dreadfal  deatb,  o(  both  which 
1  bavc,  siace  my  residencc  in  this  ueighbourbood, 
become  but  too  fully  Icamed,  fatally  prove  tbat, 
previously  to  bis  viait  to  France,  not  ooly  bis 
heart,  but  bis  hand,  were  dcvoted,  promised  to 
another,  an  adcquato  object,  thc  lovely  Se- 
raphina, daugbter  of  tbc  üukc  de  Infantado;  to 
rovcoge  wfaose  ambitious  iußdeüly  to  thcir  for- 
mcr  reciprocal  vows,  hc  dicd  upon  tbc  sword's 
poiat  of  biä  succoasful  riva].  Is  it  not,  tbeo 
(alas!  Tor  bia  soul's  rost),  all  tuo  sarc  tbat  tbe 
wiäbcs,  tbe  jntciits  of  tbc  dead,  would  bo  violated, 
notfuifiUed,  in  tbc  proposed  political  and  sacri- 
legious  fabrication  ?  Finaiiy,  wcrc  I  cven  C007 
vinced  tbat  your  malcdiction,  my  fatbcr,  wpuld 
tnJDglcwitb  my  last  sad  sigh,  I  wonld  still  glorjr 
in  my  rcfusal ;  arming  my  partiug  soul  witb  tito 
conviction,  tliat  it  was  about  to  seek  tbe  foot* 
stool  of  its  Judge  unsoilcd,  at  Icast,  by  new,  by 
avoidablc  unencc." 

Gonicz  bud  outcrcd  tlic  prcücucc  of  bis  cbil4 
iii  tho  cburactur  of  an  admonisbcr;  bc  quiltc4 
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it  in  Ihal  ol'  a  converl;  and,  haxing  cwiiimnnj- 
catcd  to  (he  Cutitil  the  rcsalt  af  bis  «iubas<y, 
uwaitcd  in  silcnce  and  distant  re9em>  iIk 
ttirflateiicd  luunch  of  that  bolt  of  shftmc,  whi'Ä 
while  it  failßd  not  to  blast  the  droopiug  inotkrf, 
would,  he  justly  fcarcd,  b]ight  also  In  its  war 
dcrons  path  all  tlic  fair  blossotn<i  of  prooii« 
wliich  adonicd  the  youtli  of  her  noble- rutnili^ 
son.  It  was  a  fear  ncarly  nlUed  to  Ihat  of  Ü» 
Veteran  whicli  still  chaincd  in  iadecision  the  lip* 
of  tbe  proud  and  disappointmcot-raging  CoudL 

Accustomed,  even  at  tliis  early  period, 
veneratc  as  well  as  admire  the  rightly 
stitutcd  nHüd  of  Estevan,  hc  doubted  whetiM 
an  acknowlcdgmeDt  of  affinity  linked  to  'me 
of  bastardy  niight  be  productivc  of  more  gooA 
or  gratificatioR  tu  hini  thau  a  draught  of  pois 
from  a  gcm-docked  cup:  otlicr  sources,  too,l 
botirly  murtification  cmbittcred  the  mind  of  i 
unhappy  graudee,  who  wishcd,  witb  an  iotciisity 
of  jealoDS  aflection,  to  conccntrate  towards  bis 
own  pcrson  alone  all  the  innuuicrable  teoi 
and  aß'c-ctionatc  obscrvaitccs  which  Ihc  üii 
Estovan  invariably  (icslowcd  upon  bis  ] 
mothor  and  her  iimch-vcnernled  parent'«»' 


I    rme 
good 


Whilc  hiä  naturc-  burstiiig  licart  was  onforccd 
B  cotitnio  il.1  intuitive  longings  witbin  the  cold 
Dnndurics  of  a  patron's  spliere,  tbc  native 
iRrmtli  of  Goincz's  temper  could  ill  brook  the 
htaiicc  to  which  he  had  lately  subjcctcd  bim- 
■fielf;  and  cnlirclybelicving  tbe  Count's  siippreä- 
sioQ  of  hi:t  real  claims  to  tbc  duty  of  Estevan  __ 
arosc  trom  bis  tcndcr  and  dclicate  coosidcrattoo 
Tur  bis  daughter  and  bcr  sod's  t'eelings  alonc, 
be  soon,  impellcd  by  gratitudc  and  joy,  suflcrcd 
bitnsolt'  to  overütcp  Ibc  barricTü  of  a  ucw  and 
liaiafal  raslraint ;  and  so  l'ar  from  contiDuing  to 
prcscrvc  bis  fonncr  rcvcreutinl  dcporlmcnt,  be 
Row  abandoncd  hiuisclt'  lo  tbc  most  intimatc 
IrcedoiDB  witb  tbc  Count;  not  unlVcqueutly 
ackjioivjcdgini^  to  tbc  proud  grandco  tbo  dcbgbt 
w-ith  wbicb  hc  cootcmplatcd,  in  Ibc  bold  youtb's 
gallantry,  the  rcncTval  of  bis  own  skill  aud 
cauragc. 

Tbis  prcsuinption  ot  tlic  äimplc  vctcran's  (Cor 
as  such  De  Ximencs  considercd  it)  grew  bourly 
moro  and  raore  annoying  to  tbc  baugbty  lord, 
wiioso  Dxag)>cratiou  bud,  porbapa,  bccn  not 
wboUy  iinpTodiictivc  cit  doiigurous  cllci;!!«.  but 
(bat  tl  was  palliulcd,  and  iu  suuic  uwusurc  anti- 


dotcil,  by  tbe  moro  pnidcntial  cnndnct  of  Ihr 
.■iiniablu  Blanche.  Tbc  vjolcnt  shnck  of  an- 
prisc  and  agitation  which  tbe  latc  discl(»iitt 
occasioned  to  hvr  mind  bau  broagfal  od  ■ 
accossioQ  of  discase  to  her  mucb  debililatd 
System,  and  an  alanning  illness  of  »everal  difi 
UDCceedcd ;  but.  on  her  partial  recovery,  ibt 
Irora  (hcncel'orward  abridged  bor  datly  io- 
tcrvicwa  wilh  bcr  son:  her  cpietolary  conM' 
pondoacc  witb  bim  was  also  in  fulurc  less  frc- 
quent  and  Icss  treo;  and  wbilc  Ulis  conducf  wu 
only  enigmatical  aiiil  painl'iil  Ui  him,  thc  objed 
nf  bcr  tcndcrest  solicitnüe,  it  aßbrded  sensible 
gratification  (o  thc  soll-complaisance  of  bii 
patroD,  who  rcccivcd  also,  witb  moro  tbau  com- 
mon benignity,  the  added  portion  of  ccrumoniaiu 
dißidcnccr  not  unmingled  witb  fbar,  wliicb  j 
fiilurc  invariably  accompanied  bcr  deroirs  4 
bimscit. 

Tbc  Count'ä  bautcur  insensibly  relaxed 
□calh  Uic  mild  bnt  omnipotent  sway  of  icma] 
propitiation ;  and  thc  smotliored  flrcs  of  bis  ä 
plcasure  agaioat  thc  piouä  olTcnüer  faded   Ira 
bis  bosom  far  uioru  snil'tly  tbati  did  Ihu  dimpliii 
p;rurrs  oI  n  coiiiitüuaiicti  on  wbicb  lovcUuM 
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ovcn  yct  madc  a  last  and  succcsstul  Bland  against 
fliseasc  anJ  (iecay.  Tbc  Counl  was  most  carncut 
in  bis  wish  to  cvincc  Ihe  entiro  disiutcrestcdnes» 
wilb  wbicb  hc  would  now  have  devotcd  almost 
bis  very  liro  to  rcstorc  peaco  and  bcalth  to  thu 
lovcly  mistrcss  of  hiä  son  ;  and  unablo  biiDädf 
to  imagiQcougbtol'bumaii  good,  birüiexcepted, 
fpvally  supcrior  to  indcpeDdcoco,  be  one  day 
uffercd  to  ber  acceptancc  Üic  grant  of  a  rieb  and 
lurtilc  estate. 

A  t'ccble,  balt'-confcmptuous  smilc  unclosed  tbu 

lip»  of  tbc  invalid,  as,  ia  rcspcctful  but  strong- 

ly  dccidcd  tcrmd,  übe  rcl'ascd  liie  gilt;  adverliiig, 

witb  niore  of  pridc  Iban  De  Ximeoes  bad  bc- 

licvGÜ  ber  cnpalilu  of  entert  aining,  (o  bcr  fatber's 

pn;äcut  easy  indeptsudencc  of  circuiustances. — 

"But  wcro  1,  iny  lord,"   Ebv  added,  "  cvcn  con- 

i  demued  to  waiidcr  a  long-üvcd  bvggar  ovct  tbc 

l  eartli,   I   would   not,   from  Ibe    patent  of   wy 

[  seducer,  deign  to  accept  of  worldly  conipcnsa- 

tion  for  etcmal   loäS.     My    days,  Couot,"  shu 

^  ooDÜuacd,  "itre  nuiubcred:  soiall  ciipcudilure, 

]  a  very  sntall  »pol  of  laiid,  is  all  tbat  is  uow 

Waating  (o  makc  ijp  my  prcücut  provision  aqd 

tenial  homv.    Tbu  vcilud  »islcr  of  tbu  Cbapcl 


of  tlic  Gladc  lias  ioag,  by  her  hcalin;  pÄmn, 
proloiigcd  my  vacillaUng  cascace  lo  my  pow 
l'ünd  fuÜiCT ;  and  snre  1  am  hjs  pateraal  eotro«* 
would  receive  liltle  nlleviatioo  froni  wccpins 
Ibr  a  few  short  miaeiablc  days,  after  mine  hau' 
cndcd,  ovcr  a  licap  of  shitüng  ingoU,  ibcsad 
commutatiun  of  a  daughtcr's  shame  1" 

Thß  Count  was  irrcsitJtitily  afTectcd,  and  qiitted 
Blanche,  iinpicssed  witli  a  6rm  bclicf  that,  thoußfa 
she  was  worthy  of  morc  Iban  Iic  could  offer,  ii 
was  still  B  duty  hc  owcd  to  Uie  üelicacy  of  llial 
cxcellcnt  and  rcmorso-inartyred  ivotnaa  to  fortt 
lipon  her  ticccptance,  at  käst,  in  thc  [lersoii  of 
oiie  dcarcr  to  her  than  bcrself,  all  be  had  to 
bestow,  aiid  tbat  in  thc  only  unobjcctionable 
form  which  the  mclaocholy  circumstanccs  in 
which  tliey  relatively  stood  adinittcd.  Wiüi, 
then,  as  Itttlc  as  possiblv  farüier  dclay  hc  solemri- 
ly  and  publicly  adopted  Estovan  de  Agiiilar  as 
Ihe  futurc  bcir  of  all  bis  alicnablc  property, 
which  was  iiumense ;  oxocutiiig,  at  thc  same  liino, 
a  will  iu  bis  fuvourto  that  cfTcct,  on  tho  soleo« 
dition  of  bis  assumin^,  on  bis  äucccssjoti, 
name  of  Ih  XtHtenes, 
■tut  Uic   äcntiincii(;i  and  looduct  of  tbti   ill' 


firiad-Slanchc  scemcd  dcstined  (o  operatc  on 
all  occasions  in  n  maancr  niiaccmmtnltly  rcverse 
ta  the  wishcs  and  desipna  oC  her  bcncfactor.  On 
rccciving  an  inlimation  ofthoCoant'sdisposition 
io  her  son's  favour,  she  fainted;  atid  almost  im- 
mediately  after  ber  recorcry  from  a  long  and 
dcath-like  swoon,  exciaimed,  "  It  is  ncconiplisti- 
ed  1  Tbia  fatal  adoptiun  sevcrs  my  last  tingering 
abing  of  iife!" 

Violent  cooTalsions  succeedcd,  in  Ihe  grasp 
uf  wbich  sbe  stniggied  forsevcralhours:  natura, 
at  lengtUt  exliauätcd  in  the  fcarfat  conflict, 
stiugbt  rcliefin  sieup,  or  rather  a  t'righLful  Stupor 
whichrescmbicd  death  itself. 

It  was  on  Estcvan's  eighteenlb  birtbday,  thnl, 
nfler  sevcral  hours  of  insensibility,  Blanche, 
oncc  tnore  unclosüig  nith  difficulty  her  dim- 
ming  oycs,  lixcd  Ihcm  wistTuDy  on  tbc  Icar- 
suffused  onea  of  her  afflicted  son,  who  had 
incessantly,  sincc  the  first  announccmcnt  of  her 
malady,  watchcd  by  her  pillow ;  and,  pnanmg 
his  trcmbliog  band  to  bcr  cold  bosom,  hcBOO^bt 
bim  to  immediatcly  require  tbe  prc^ence  of  tbc 
CountdeX-imenus,  for,  "  Oh!"  she Cricd, rolling 
in  wildooss  her  fast  breaking  eye«,  "  I  mugt  not. 


too,"  ^ 

Moautcffof 


7R 
catmot  die,  tili  alt  is  JhttnvN  /  Send 
morniared,  'TortbeSuperior  of  Ibc 
St.  Benedict  and  the  holy  Sistcr  of  theOnpd 
of  theGlade:  both  bavo  oftUmes  comfortedin 
liypocritc,  a  deceiver !— Ob !  let,  then,  iherr 
vealracnt  of  ray  gnilt,  in  their  pious  hcarin*, 
form  a  sliglit,  a  trivial,  portjon  of  the  penan« 
of  my  dcceit  1" 

Mcsscngers  wcre  dispatched  in  all  haste  m 
fiilfil  the  wish  of  the  sufferer,  who  howevcr  soon 
ngain  relapsed  into  anconsci 
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LoNC  cre  this  pcriod  had  thc  swcct  savonr  of 
tho  piety  of  thc  vcilcd  Sistcr  of  thc  Glade  (as 
sbe  was  most  frcqaently  dcDorainated)  extended 
far  and  wide  beyond  thc  fortanate  circlc  which 
shc  inhabitcd :  her  religions  discoursc  an^  boly 
cxhortations  had  drawn  thc  rankling  arrow  of 
remorsc  from  many  n  dcspairing  heart,  and  in- 
fused  into  its  woands  thc  healing  balm  of  a 
hopefui  and  sinccre  contrition  :  the  unassuming 
skiU,  too,  of  this  saint-like  woman  in  mcdiciac 
had  wrought  variuus  snrpri»ing  eures ;  and  in 
overy  mstance  of  bodily  afHiction  for  whJcb  sbe 
prescribed,  her  simple  balsams  and  cordials, 
composed  chicfly  of  thc  disüllcd  Juices  of  sa- 
lutary  herbs  and  fragrant  flowcrs,  had  soothcd 
and  alleviated  those  ailments  wbich  tbcy  could 
not  wholly  removc. 

Blanche  had  long  t>CGii  in  the  habit  of  praying 
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<;u"ilt  alone  fearcd,  but  eoüM  not,  woüW  not, 
härm  lier.  All  liad  lieard  of,  all  had  lilessed  her, 
liut  DODc  had  ever  beheld  llial  closc-veiicd  sia- 
ter's  face,  the  mournr»!  secret  of  whose  wondrous 
identity  was  lo  all  oii  that  dotnain  (one  holy 
-depositary  alone  excepted)  a  secret  shrouded 
■deeply,  imperviously  shrouded,  wUhin  that 
acbing  sanctuary  in  nhich  »he  proposed  it 
should  eternally  reposc. 

Tbe  long  quiescent  Blanche  opened,  at  Icngth, 
her  cyes,  for  tlie  last,  lime  upon  thc  reverend 
aulbor  of  her  beitig,  who,  Struck  by  deep  and 
inconsolable  sorrow,  had  continued  to  han^  over 
her  dying  bed  in  the  cold  Stupor  of  hopeless 
ailencc.  "My  father!"  she  cried,  and  feebly 
^rasped  hia  trembling  band. 

The  unhoped,  thc  unexpected  sound,  the  ten- 
der  pressure  be  had  thought  never  more  to  ex- 
Ll^rience,  forced  front  the  veteran's  wrtthing 
Lfeeart  a  flood  of  natnre  which  streamed  in  briny 
IltorTentsupon  the  pallid  face  of  hU  darling. 
I  "  Oh,  my  father!"  mnrmared  the  dying  Blanche, 
Ei4f  Bparo  ne,  I  beseech  yon,  this  more  than  life- 
l;fartingtorture!  Look  not  upon  me  with  Ihose 
llOTc.those  pity-fltreamingcyes!  I  amawretch, 
m      VOL.  III.  G 
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twho,  to  selGsfaly  deprecate  Üie  Teagtucttfi! 
Eternal  Jadge,  am  oow  prepariog  lo  oiti 
away  tbe  last  supporting  hope  of  tli;  dediof 
years,  and  hurry  tby  (ottering  Steps  fftü  dt» 
ward  toward  my  tmümely  grave !" 
Happily  tho  good  old  man,  ioa^igmii^ltäi 
merc  wauderiogs  of  delirium  these  bomM* 
nacing,  self-accusations  of  his  expiringdM|^ 
ter,  dirested  thcm  of  half  Uieir  balcfal  poUnc] 
bat  to  Estevan's  more  ealat:^cd  and  nhü 
iotellecta  no  such  comfort  was  aUowed: 
coQuected  and  compared  tliese  cxprcssiou 
bis  now  deat)i-a<;onized  CDolher  n-Uhotheih 
uUered  cxclamations  whicli  he  but  loo  well 
membcred  her  ventiog  iß  her  past  days  of  ca 
parative  heoltb  aod  sanity,  and  feit  Üal  i 
source  of  cooscioasness  trom  nhich  titey  en 
nated  had  long  beeo  rooted  in  her  memorr  a 
her  heart. 

"  Wby,  oh!  nhy,"  exclaimed  Blandie,  w 
had  remained  for  a  fcw  momeots  lost  in  gktot 
abstraction,  "comes  not  tbeCoont  de  Ximeae 
Vain  fiubtertuge  I  Still  mast  the  knell  of  t 
peace  ring  in  his  dcspairing  earsj  evfai  fn 
the  dead  would  rise  the  diieüil  taki,"  f,|^  ^^ 


'öng  coiiVnlsiTe  nc^dnlm  a^Ih  sTioofc  tiÄ 
ibe,  and  tlie  last  waning  fund  of  vitaHtj^ 
bied  nearly  cxheusted,  when  thc  veiied  sls- 
ter  Birived,  who  instantly  adminiatored  to  the 
sufferer  a  dnuight  of  an  aromatic  cordial  na- 
hire,  which  inspired  witli  a  temporary  energy 
hfl"  disor^anized  powers,  The  aDnouncement  of 
the  €oont  de  Ximenes  and  thc  Superior  of  St. 
Benedict,  still  more  astonisbmg:Iy  than  the  nid 
nf  medicine,  resnscitated,  thon^h,  with  a  de- 
Itisive  vigoHT,  those  doimant  spirits  which  had 
seemed  only  to  wait  the  call  of  great  occasion 
erc  they  were  for  ever  extinguished. 

'  Blanche  requfred  that  the  Couat  and  the 
Snperior  mfght  l>e  cooducted  to  her  bod-side, 
arrd  was  iustantty  obeyed :  she  then  calied  apon 
her  son.  Estevan,  who  had  uevcr  for  a  rooment 
qnitted  the  Chamber,  was  in  an  instant  od  liis 
knees,  beside  bis  dying  mother,  whose  wasted 
hand  he  ^ntly  laid  upon  bis  throbbing  bosom, 
\*bt}e  the  griff  that  romptains  not  sat  deeply 
throned  in  bis  darkly  lustrous  cyes.  Nerer 
befVtre  had  the  veiied  eisfer  beheld  so  nearhf 
that  afflictcd  son ;  and  a  sigh,  low  bot  deep, 
wbicb  (old  of  feelings,  of  remembrances  long 
G  3 
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tenes:  "t/oursoa  he  may  not  be,  bat  theofT- 
•  ofmhie.'  \iis  fealures,  bis  every  property 
r  miad  and  body,  proclaim  and  allest  bim." 
"  To  that  poiat,"  repUcd  the  dyüig  woman, 
f*1  caDnot  certainly  speak;  the  sources  from 
'  Vhicb  he  truly  does  derive  bis  being  are  to  me 
unkDQwn.  He  was,  when  au  iafant,  placed  in 
uiy  haads  by  a  stranger,  who  suddeuly  departed, 
and  rctumed  to  my  sight  no  more.  Blctsed  be 
the  Almigbty  for  the  impulse  wbicb,  soou  aller 
tbedevelopemeutof  yourcxtraordinary  aJTection 
tbr  the  youth,  led  me  to  commit  to  writing  a 
circumstantial  detail  of  tiie  facts,  feelings,  and 
Botives,  whicb  bave  actuated  botli  my  pastand 
Kseot  conduct,  since  the  angel  of  releasc  is 
low  imperative  in  bis  welcome  summons,  and 

brbids  fartber " 

'  Shc  gaaped  convulsively ;  theo,  with  an 
most  prctematural  cÜbrt,  raisiog  beraelf  onher 
,  drew  a  roll  of  papcr  from  bcncatli  her  pü- 
bw,  aud  held  it  towards  the  Couut,  who,  the  pc- 
ied  stalne  of  amazcd  despair,  seemcd  utterty 
loonjBcioiis  of  her  action,  and  tho  Supcrior  of 
B  Monastory  of  St.  Bcucdict  rcceived  it  for 
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vcvinK  lips  to  the  pale  ones  of  bis  Blanche, 

«hose  DOW  placid  smile  expressed,  Üiat  scnse 

L     nmaiaed  to  feel  the  joy  she  could  not  teil. 

Kj,&ileQtly  she  outstretched  cither  band  toward 

^ba  veiled  «ister  and  the  weepiag  fisteran,  who 

'«•ch  tenderly  lifted  tbe  last  pledge  of  gratitude 

aad  aiTectioii   to   thcir  Ups.     The    Superlor  of 

SL  Bcoedict,  standiog  at  the  bed's  foot,  reared 

high  the  boly  crncifis,  upon  whicb  the  eyes  of 

the  parting  penitent  fastoned  with  rapturons  ea- 

traacement  of  convictive  hope ;  an  iiiward  eja- 

colalioa  trembled   in  expressive  sJlence   od  her 

gracefui  Ups;  theu  geutly  sbutting  herayes,  she 

soflly  dropped  herbead  iato  her  fatber's  bosom. 

Her  cares  were  fled  for  cver ! 

The  veiled  sistcr   of  tbe  Glade  sank  od  hei 

knees  by  tbe  bed,  on  wbicb  reclining  her  face, 

she  cotttinued  to  pray  in  solemn  silcncc.    Este- 

D  joined  ia  the  devoüons  of  the  Snperior,  and 

e  old   man  hung  over  the  departed  datüng  of 

Ij^  days,  wbose  cold  face  bis  almoat  equally 

li^ldteaia  still  bedewed;  whilc  tbe  Count,  sod- 

^  denly    recovering    Irom    bis  troncc  of  horror, 

soatcbed  np  tbe  manuscript  of  Blancbe  from  a 

tableon  whicb  the  Hupcrior  had  placed  it,  aod 


"Bstöwcd  öy  Itimself  ^[ 

l'ortunate  Estella,  anM 

ftarful  recognition ;  wU 

in  surprise,  for  slro^ 

agonies    of  De  Xini3 

but  loo-well-remembeid 

around  and  around,  ^ 

while  he  cxclaimed,     J 

"flere    is    a    stranJ 

since,  in  my  doating  pU 

treasureinaserpeut'sij 

"It  is  the  Seal  of  <g 

Superior.  j 

.     "Thisimage/'addeä 

ccrlain  tecollection,    hq 

ligbt:  'Üa  now  (balanc^ 

ceptibly  weightier."        i| 

A  lamp  was  burningli 

near  tfae  bcd.  In  tha  a^M^ 
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derneH  to  the  iU-brtoi  btal^  i 
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»tbeqiihappyGpwet,  *■  Bftüw  «f  8LBaao> 
diel,  and  Ifae  mmaati,  daddmap  Cala*  faa 
>we  naat  amr  dna^Mle  Üb),  fcoael  •  d>cie 
^  speecUeaR  and  aeuaij  bteaOiac  i 
«wmd  thep«awiHfpTrfy»edC<HMü,  wh 
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lieh  tore  JH^ 


preitseil  the  conteodin^  passions  whicb  t 
•Dul.  Atleagtb  a  frigbtful  deatli-like  caliniie&ä 
atol«  orer  iiis  visage,  anUasmile,  morebideoufi 
Ihan  the  feilest  frowa,  sundcred  bis  quivenng 
Ups,  as  he  exteoded  bis  band  towards  tbe  shriak- 
ing  yonüi. 

"Coioe  biUier,  Don  Carlos  de  Medioa,"  he 
Iioaisely  Haid:  "youaro  yel  tny  graodsoD,  and 
now  my  legiümate  beii :  come,  theo,  to  tbj 
grandsire  8  arms,  O  tbou  hopet'ul  bud  of  Üw 
brigbtest,  feilest  Üower  that  ever  adoroed  (he  do- 
Biiaiooa  of  tliedoad.  Oneembmce  formypasl 
dotage  sake,  ood  oiic  blow  sacred  to  tbe  tne- 
mory  of  my  raurdered  Alphonso,  discbarges  all 
my  rcmainiDg  duties.  Cbild  of  rebellious  and 
fratricidal  love,  farewellforever!" 

Ue  graspcd  the  hair  of  bis  uuresisting  victün; 
bis  gUtteriog  poigoard  sought  the  ivory  neck  of 
the  yoatfa,  wben  bis  murder-anned  band  was 
arrested  by  a  voice, — it  was  tbat  of  Kstello,^^ 
wbicb  cried,  in  piercing  accenU,  "  Ob»  faÜ 
relentless  falber  l  spare  my  inoocent  child  !" 

Tbe  Count  started  as  thougb  the  secreta«^ 
eternity  had  beon  rcvealed  to  htscorpoiealA 


M 

rij^^  tfa«'  räifa'e  sftüMclä  tttoiA  lidti^rs  iüc^  ttmn 

haman  to  his  phrenzied  soul ;  tho  potgDard  feil 
from  his  annervcd  grasp,  and  hc  sank  down  in 
insänsibility. 

'•^Fly!"  criedthe  veiled  sister  (as  with  super- 
human  strength  she  caught  the  arm  ofthebe- 
wfldered  youth,  and  forcibly  tbrust  him  from 
tho  aparttnent ;  "  fly  to  the  sanctuary  of  the  Cha- 
pel  of  the  Glade,  nor  darc  to  release  thy  hold  of 
its  altartill  thoa  beholdest  my  form  a^ain." 

Wbile  tlias  conjuring,  she  had  hurried  him 
wltfa  breathless  spccd  from  that  dismal  charabcr 
of  death  so  near  iK^coming  the  ecenc  of  his  own, 
knd  from  the  oncc  happy  cottag^e,  Ibc  peaceful 
ttsylum  ofhis  former  unconscioussecurity;  bat 
the  youth  ivould  hang  at  her  knecs  tili  ehe  had 
grauted  to  him  her  benediction. 
'  "Oh!  Carlos,"  cried  she,  "if  the  peace  of 
the  exalted  dead,  if  the  salration  of  yoor  guilty 
p^ndsire,  be  not  valaeless  in  yoiir  estcom,  mako 
now  the  wind  thy  conrser." 

"No!''  exclaimod  the   youth;  "thy  wishes, 

thy  behests,  shall  be  ray  apecd  :"  and  snatching 

,  lier  white  hands  to  hisltpi^,  hc  boundcd  forward 
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^MBANWRtLB  Estella  had  retumed  to  tbeside 
t  her  still  fainticg  pareot,  «hom  she  directed 
e  nistic  serrants  of  the  afflicted  Gomez  to  raise 
und  convey  to  another  apartmeot,  and  distend 
upoD  a  conch.  By  the  aid  of  powerfal  stima- 
lants  and  restoratives  wblcb  she  applied,  the  re- 
covery of  De  Ximeaes  was  soon  effected,  wbo, 
waking  aa  from  the  dominion  of  a  terribte  dream, 
beheld  only  tbe  closely  veiled  sister  watcbing  bjr 
bis  aide.  The  late  forceful  and  gloomy  temper 
of  his  soul  speedily  succecded  tbe  placidity  of 
ODCODsciousaess ;  he  sat  up  on  the  couch,  and 
scanned  witb  furiously  cnquihng  glancea  the 
apartmeDt  for  the   vanisbed  object  of  his  te- 

fswakened  vengeance. 

"  Man  of  siaful    purpose,"    said    Estella, 

Viesiuning    the    feigned    voicc    and  accent    in 
»hieb,  since  her  coacealment,  she  usually  ^s- 
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coursed,  "  is  Ibe  baleftiT  moddess'or'lBy '  ä 
ral  tnalice  yct  Doabatcd  ?  and  dofit  Ibou,  inttced, 
Tcvive  to  reatored  existence  only  to  agatn  (cTtSit 
in  more  attempored  blood]  design  tbe  deatfa  of 
tbe  innocent,  bolpless,  orphaned  memoriul  ofjt 
pare,  a  heaven  and  eartlily-sanctioned  flan«, 
wbose  venial  treepass  was  but  the  forpfstalmeDt 
of  yoBr  own  docree  i  And  what  the  fearful  pe- 
nalty  1  Yout  daugbtei  died  for  that  disobed!«' 
ence,  the  Tictim  of  a  stifled,  matemal  soiroir';' 
aud  her  noble  busbaod  feil  a  eacrlfice  to  Che 
faitbful  love  nbkh  led  him  back  to  h«r  afms! 
Are  not  tbeso  expiations  eufficient  lo  tfay  insa- 
tiate  revenge  1  but  niust  tbe  blood  of  tbaf  mos« 
estituable  plcdge  of  so  bapless  a  passioD  be  abo 
poured  out  a  libation  to  the  memory  of  a  be- 
trayer  of  innocenco  ?  AU  the  saored  names  of 
heaveD's  blest  denixens  were  calied  to  witncss 
the  purity  of  yoiir  idoUzed  Alphonso's  intentflla^' 
wards  tbclovely,  injured  Blanche;  andotitm^M' 
heaven  permittcd  the  swordof  his  foe  to  pier^' 
thehoart  ofit^j  recreantrontemaer!  Say  ;  sballif 
t>e  bruitcd  in  the  hall«  of  Medina,  (bat  therefore 
the  gallant,  the  generous,  ihe  Rray-haired  De  XI- 
menes,  the  last  of  his  great  name,  mordered  hw 


yoimg  grantlson,  derived  ironi  the  fatMaVün 
noblest,  tbe  must  loyal  oftheirlioe,  wliolived, 
who  died,  for  his  daughtor?  Couot  De  Xi- 
menes,  I  am  a  woman  whom  sonrow  bas  long 
sincc  ctiased  from  tbe  bowers  of  joy  to  tbe 
cclls  of  peniteoce  and  mortification,  and  whom 
all  Üie  returning  bribes  of  happiuess  and  for- 
tune  mayaevermore  divorce  from  that  bleesed 
rcverse  which  true  devotion  faas  decked  with 
Ihetrcasures  of  eternal  hope.  My  only  eartbly 
bliss  ia  ccnUed  in  Lhe  good  of  otbers ;  and  the 
heirdomofall  Uiat  measureksä  wealth -nhicli 
rcport  doth  boast  has  lately  revertcd  from  tby 
.<^ad  daughter's  rights  to  tbine,  could  not  wia 
ftom  me  one  vigii  on  that  cold  marble,  in  the 
Cbapel  of  tho  Glade,  whicli  marks  thcspotnhoro 
'^tue'g  martyrs  paased  from  earth  to  lieavea. 
Thy  haman  weal,  tby  etemal  acceptatioa,  are 
the  solc  inducements  of  my  spcccih  TheToice 
eC  thy  daugbter  (1  know  it  well)  faas  called  to 
tbee,  even  as  from  her  grave,  to  bold  thy  impi- 
9txs  hand!  Hold,  tben,  that  impious  band! — 
stay,  tbon,  thy  direful  course!— commit  not,  oh, 
commit  not  aeiv  crimes,  bat  strirc  to  csncel 
4WS9  nbicb.  aieAlieady  recordod  against  tbee. 
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bosom;  nhtcli,  mark  me  well,  wTll  rtfcve/ 3 
fciKWT peaf e  tili  he  tsföldedlhcre'!"''  '" 

ThcConntregardefttheveiied  Sfet^^Öl^ffli 
air  in  which  awakencd  reTuörsc  was  cbäilfaj^^'fiy 
pride,  resentmcnt,  and  disSppoihtmönf;'    '  "  " 

"Scantyour  exhortations.  itrafih^  Ä-Ö^Sfn'*" 
Said  he :  "  I  have  a  right  holy  and-  dtsttrig'n'iib^ä 
Spiritual  director,  and  camren  späte  the  aflmo- 
nitiona  of  veil  and  t'orehead  cloth.  Yet  (for  1  dn 
Bospect  thee,notwithstandfng  thy  pret^ndcS  hol; 
disihtcrestedness,  for  a  tavoDrer,  if  not  an  emh- 
sary,  of  the  aecurscd  Mcdina)  I  will  tlids  fat 
possess  thee  with  my  fixcd  resblve.  Aö  out- 
laVred  outcaet,  loathed  notiesabyroyT^^eaiW» 
H>m4  bymy  love,  aliallthe  ill-ometted  plcdg'^'ät 
disobedionce,  whom  Ihon  hast  plciid^tT-  for,  re- 
tnainfor  ever  !  And,  fartber,  ftiany  yearS  siilco 
a  whining  p«ge>  wliöse  acceuls,  bccaiise' thej 
v/CK  womaiiish  and  shHlI,  I  decm  rbfnibdcd  mo 
ofa  dead  allen,  trtidalmosfwonifroih  me.  Yorb« 
mätatfry,  a  panlon  Ibr  a  stn  öf  wbicli  I  tnew  not 
tben  tbe  füll  magnitnde;  and,  by  (o-morro«'s 
dami,  had  not  tbis  wondroos  äict  öf  desÜHy 
beea  e'en  now  disclösetf,  I  did'inteh^  to  haVe' 
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Koiight  her  (urf-bound  stranger  grave,  andti 
have  breaÜicd  iipon  it  Ihat  patcrual  rctmissioii 
which  durative  marblc  sboultl  ailerwards  havc 
tncniorializcd-  Tothat  grave  1  will  still  repuir; 
but  it  shall  Now  be  to  ban,  not  bUss,  the  mortal 
relics,  Üiceternal  spirit,  of  ihat  impious  monld, 
in  which  was  cast  tbc  scal  of  her  owu  crime  and 
Ihat  of  her  father's  uorcmediable  despair  1" 

The  vciled  sister  sbrank  to  the  fcet  of  De  Xi- 
mcncs,  wbich  she  kissed,  and  wept  aloud. 

"Oh!  my  lord  1  my  lord  !"    sbc  cricd,  "cau 
|K>  pleadings,  no  praycrs,  prevcot   yoor   fatal 
I  purposc?" 

'  None!"  coolly  replied  the  Count,  as,  burßt- 
I  ing  from  ttic  grasp  of  the  .supplicant,  he  sum- 
I  ttoned  bis  attcndiag  traio ;  and,  vaulting  opon 
prepaied  courser,  rode  swiMy  froin  the 
I  ■4welling  of  the  aorrowfuJ  Gomez. 

The  first  iieama  of  a  tardy  sun  had  scarcely, 
l  «8  if  unwilUng  to  enlighteo  an  act  so  unblessed, 
[  Jliot  their  apward  gleams  tbrough  a  lowering 
aky,  when  the  inflexible  De  Ximcnes,  suilenly, 
I  rilently,  and  alonc,  paced  the  drear  cemotery  of 
Itttc  coQvent  of  St,  Anastasia,  and  sought  the 
I  Aowly    uninscribed    grave  of  Eslclla,  which   a  - 
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lon  soon  priBi 


previoasly  obtainod  special  directjon  s 
bied  tum  to  discover.  Upon  it  lay  prostratc,  in 
prayer,  Uie  veiled  sister,  wbo,  starÜDg  at  bis 
npproacli,  odcc  mare  sought  to  winiii|B,frWH 
tbe  uiinatural  parposc  of  bis  fearful  Visit-  ■,  '.t 
"  Womaa!"  replkd  tba  CouQt,  in  a  tauctini; 
toiie,  wliile  BGorn  curved  bis  lip,  aad  lagelul  m- 
patienue,  ill  subdued,  scintillated  fron  liis  dark 
pietciDg  eye,  "  Ihy  caraestncss  of  doptccatioa 
at  leagtb  sUall  speedlosamewliatsway  mc  CrtMa 
my  purposed  bias:  besideSi  liiave  o'eaii(f|ir.,bc- 
(bought  mp,  that,  «pite  of  my  lately  cxpr^&sed 
suspicione,  tUy  ateaning  laay  yct  intftn<)-poR 
holioeäs  a  Service,  bowevcr  tby  judgin^nt  cns 
in  its  pcrformaiice .  Paicntal  maledictioo  i^  a 
sooU),  afearfulban,  more  espcciaUy  u^en  tbc 
dtml  arecurued,  who  may  acver  bcar  tbat  puisc 
repealod ;  and  added  still  is<  the  bonrqr^  wbca 
tböcurscr  (ee\s  the  warm  blood  prepar&lo-Stag- 
nate  at  tbo  poisonod  iicart,  wbicb  boperi  nun'a 
tatest  fiiend,  haadeseitcd,  aiid  kQows.that  Jitc'^ 
tapei<:aii  nevci  last  to  ligbt  the  hour  io  wlticbiTc- 
mofsemigbt  resciitd  Ute  anatbema  nhich  rpreage 
had^uncbed. ,  ßaüdes,  thou  art  a  veslal^uaK- 
»  UtioDßd,  aod  passioD-onassailed  Ueing.  nbasc 
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S  have  never  worshipped,  who§c  befirt 

dotcd    npon    a   lovely   creatnro    partod 

fortb  from  its   oivn  vital    störe;  whose  arms  of 

psrricidal  cniclty  coiild   unrold  to  cmbracetiM 

relative  of  a  dcar,  an  only  brother's  murderer, 

'  und  receivc  m  brs  afFectioiis  tbe  braad  of  mastery 

of  her  own  racc's  glory,  tbe  extinction  of  their 

natne,  hdd  the  cxaltnliou  of  bis  whosc  vcry  dced 

bftd  made  1t  void,     Yet,  holy  pleadcr,  will  I 

grant  to  tliy  snpplication  tbia  coticessitm:   if 

froni  tbat  cold  cell  of  obstructive  decomposl- 

tion  thy  pray^a  can  invoke  the  material  form  of 

her  wbom,  so  mauy  years  since,  its  earthly  jaws 

reccived ;  if  tbou,  of   the    savinj    eflScacy    of 

ttbose   petitiona  the    world    pratcs  so    londly, 

(fanst  petform  that  present  mftacle,  and  render 

dp  to  my  unsbrinking;  vtsion   the  bright  ringlet- 

I  M  wiffl  of  De  Medina,  I  sivcar  by  my  injuries, 

I  by  my  woes,  by   my  honoar,  nay,  by  my  sfMl 

I  ttteff,  I  will  pronoonce  'Estella is  forgiven!'" 

'  Rejoioing  angels !"  cricd  the  veiied  sister, 

fattuneyour  golden  lyrestothosesacredsöTindsr 

I  i^-Swift  US  light  she  sprang  upwards ;  the  en- 

I  .'Mlopiog  robe  of  gray  feil  from  her  ßnely  pto> 

I  fonn,  arrayed  in  a  cymar  of  pilrest 
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white*:  die  totig  c'otic^afiüg^  WlT'Wcedefl  frowi 
her  ficc  6t  löVeliness,  Ber  Hög^lü  öf  gahten 
gleam;  'ähS  '  P.steUd'i6u^ht  ihe'biaaid-'^f'hr 
Sathert'  '  ' 'i' '  '■  "  '  ^  '  '^'^  ■-""  ■■'"■'■ 
AtthatiWnd.tKatwoartrous'Ütfu'fact'.'tt.WMt!! 
the  prccioDS,  long-bcrcaveÖ  IreaiÜre'fe^rttd 
oewlyborn  to  tlic  despair-desolatcd  parttit;  böjic 
and  naturc  rcvived  lo^ether;  ~whfr(*J  th»^  fWirtJc, 
the  fearfVi!  pas),  rcccding  inW  '  obKWAiV'Iife 
forcibly  graspcd  her  to  Utk  qnicfc  !tlfrotiyiftrs 
heart,  and  "  Kstella  is  Wr^ivcn"'  i^äb^'irt  hijr 
rapturcd  oars  like  scraph  rcqÜiniisid  d^-^iilt- 
cnfrancht^cd  souH  She  fointed  WdeatN''&b 
streng,  the  slranger  pressure  o(  (eUcity.biA'^ink 
soon  rcstOred  by  the  warm  life-bestowin^  tilßt 
of  a  fatber*s  pity,  a  falher's  lovfti  ^""i..  tttm. 
The  eicellcnl  Siiperior  of  St.  ■  Biiltfdi^'fe. 
turning  from  bis  matin  orisons  ovc^  th^  ^Vm 
of  a  lately  departvd  sisfer  of  the  conVent  of 'St. 
Anastosia,  broke  upon  the  blcatcödi^ftä'oP^ 
CouDt  de  Ximenes,  who,  seated  on  tlli^'uu 
sod  wbich  had  an  long'  «nraäfcd  ber^ttp^sed 
last  sad  dwelliog',  held  hi»  Ectclla,  yct  watitt/ln 
life  and  lovcliness,  in  bis  patemal  embriÜ». 
Vivid  and  streng  was  the  joyftil  sorpri^e  of'tlie 
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Iviln  'nSA  .^L  ÜÜ&  blcsscd  yiew,  anO  fcrvent, 

■sJiiccrc  liiü  prompt  adoraüon  <)f  tliQ  «vcr-wakiiig 

guj<luncc  and  dispeoäatioas  of  Oniaipotence ; 

wbile  thc  bicst,  rc-unitcd  objccts  of  its  saving 

Kcscy,  rous^dfromthoii  traace  of  bappUtessby 

.(Ite  deToUoa3  of  tbc  revcrf ad  Fatber  to  a  moro 

quick  renicmbrance  of  their  own  vast  dnes  of 

gratitfidp,  joiued  ia  Uic  voüve  thanksgiyjng  to 

tjheir  J>ivjfic  Bcncfactor;  and  tbcD  acGcptcd  Ibo 

^ood  Suporior's  iavitaliu^s  to  refresh  apd  ro- 

j)osc  thctuselves  in  the  paclour  uf  tUc  coovent. 

, ,  WhcQ  her  father  cast  her  from  bim  ou  tb9  prc- 

qediiig  eTcoipg,  Esteita  bad  bccn  relicved  by  a 

^fuporary  depiivatiou  of  Sensation,  but,  soon 

j  ^covcu^g,  bastencd  to  thc  heriDitagr,  wbicli 

vras  sitiiate    wiÜiiu  but    a  fcw  furlongRof  tbo 

I  .^udeof  Gomoz:  from  tlicocc  she  hud  prov^cd 

I  ^^sclf  wjth  somc  of  thc  siinple  alimcnts  i^pon 

ji^bicU  sbe  <;:iiUriily  äubsisted,  ladon  wülmbfch 

lgj|bo  iDstaatly  procecdcd  to  tbe  Cbapcl  o^,,Üio 

ßludc.  ,/,;,., 

I .  Eloquent  indoed  would  l^e  Üio,  la^gMagfi,  «ifUch 

ibould  6ucce:*ftfully  dtwiiibe.  ifffjfi^pljpjfyiui, 

^,^l/C  ,ßrat,limc  since  »bc  bad  givep  luw  boini;, 
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forwnrd,  wa3  rcceivcd  info  tbe  atms 
iDotlicr,  who  nofv  tirst  rcvuEÜed  ihm  s*aed 
Beeret  of  nntare  and  calamity  npon  Ibe  YOy 
Spot  where  his  brave  father  hnd  fatlea  in  hw 
defence.  Love  U  never  so  exquisite  as  wh^  it 
ta  blcnded  tvith  admiration.  Yoiing  Carloe  gatoi 
lipon  Ihc  still  nymph-like  bcanty  of  hismolker 
wilb  n  seose  of  admiration,  whiob  blended  witfc 
his  pity,  his  gratltude,  and  liia  reverence,  tbat 
itevotfid  gallantry  nhich  ^ace  and  loTelioesE 
evor  so  irresislibly  clicit  from  tbe  geneiotu 
and  nanly  hcarf.  IIc  was  not  only  the  dultfid 
soD,  but  tho  eothusiaslic  champion  of  the  samt 
time-undimmed  star  which  bad  arbkralod  tbf 
destiny  of  bis  accomplished  fntfaer.     .    ■  < 

Est«lla  liad  resoWod,  if  possible,  to  depreciü« 
tbe  fcarfol  denanciation  of  her  yet  loTOd  pnnnl; 
and  tbe  way  to  tbe  conycnt  of  St.  Anastaaia 
was,  as  monrnful  and  too  faithful  mooioiy  weU 
reminded  fa«r,  long,  lone,  and  wearisotne ;  y«t, 
with  a  barsting  heart,  shc  at  the  midnigbt  boar 
lore  berself  from  tbe  arms  of  her  son,  to  com- 
mence  alone  her  fatefui  joumey,  entreatiog  hin 
to  remain  noncealed  in  tbe  sanctaary  of  the 
(rladc  tili  her  rctnm;  but  should  she.  as  her 


10:! 

IMmhlin^  beart  feart'uUy  augutcdr acvorieliini, 
wbat  theu  would  ba  tbe  destiiiy  of  har  sou? 
His  very  lil'e  itselt'  meaaced  by  an  unnataral  and 
prcdominatinR  vcngeance. 

'  Carlos,  whuBo  foadest  intercsla  had,  in  ono 
briet'  intcnicrr,  taken  root  ia  Üio  lato  of  his 
ckarming  niother,  read  in  her  oft  dewed  oycs, 
lier  1-arying  cheels,  and  ill-rcpressed  sigbs,  the 
disturbance  of  her  soul,  aad,  dreading  aaught 
■o  feaiüil  as  a  Separation  from  her,  claaped  her 
\D  his  nervoas  anns,  declaring  that  deatb  alono 
eboald  again  dividc  them.  At  tfais  momcnt, 
Ueavea  direcled  thatthc  faithl'alLcon  de  Silva, 
wlio  twice  in  eaoh  yoar  viaited  bis  saint-likc 
lady,  sbould  arrive  at  Ihe  Chapel  of  Ihe  Glade : 
he  had  first  cntered  tbe  bermitago,  aad  finding 
tbat  Hs  sohtary  inbabitant  was  absont,  had  wait- 
ad  there  sotne  time,  hoping  her  roturn,  which 
not  ocoarring,  be  prococded  to  seek.  her  at  her 
dearest,  most  certain  asylom,  tbe  Cbapcl  of  the 
dade,  where  an  introduction  of  wonder  and  of 
joy  awaitod  and  rewarded  lits  undinUuishcd 
wnl,  his  unswcrvinglidclity.  By  hisreprosenta- 
tioDS  Caiios  vraa,  at  loogth,  convinccd  Oiat  bis 
aäiectiou  Etnd  dotjr  would  best  bc  proved  by,  an 
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iftt^nd  (iTK^ 


aniCffras  iiidibef ;  biit,  !«><} Iit  troly  kno^ntbal 
devoud  tnother's  intetided'MtairdiiitiU  ohUlm 
her  piöüS  imtTiöÄe  had  been  d«featiMl  by  Iht 
jiwt^ehcioebete  of  Msfilial  fca«  foT<ber'sail%, 
io  an"en«otlrntcT'  frorä'Wbich  ^ie  'to  sc(3)M««sh- 
guarded  hiiusetr.'  Her  iE><«tite,  her'ht^e^äDd 
her  dread8,'iveT0'alikek>clt«d*n  her'oim'labbiir- 
ing  b6saia ;  ^nd  Cdrtu»;  w1i«n  MMrM  by  luion 
that'  he-  WoaM  hints*«"  protMti  the'  drtdni^t 
joatüty'  bi  hiö  motheiJ  lö  thfe  otruvetM^  Teltjüt. 
AnbBtaaift';  wh*re'shc  reptesefttedi^amiohui'i*!" 
tbCttiostaf^erM:  f mptirt " ^mftttd^  bdriMliiifl- 
ai)0«)'7teldvd,'at  leilgth;  «I  teluotaät -cMicotirte 
thelt'teihporary  diBSot«»»*Wt.  ■    'li"  ii'->f'ni, 

«»eijd^arted  froni  rtiti>Chtipo!  o*  Jrtri'Bta*'. 
EstcUa  l^uMd  wflHngly  'M\e  dlssukdeii  btt 
frloMty  btit'  Alrf^dy  (rä'tW^'OTni  :^aup&iiiÖD 
fl-toi'  attetldi«g'tb1'th^^'«jl  'her  eotJtarjr'.fiflitti: 
s^'waia  eaj'iicst  fn  Ti«r  eutireaty  tha&lw-rfmdd 
bsM'hiä  Steps  iWick  lo  tliv  hennita^,  «dd, 
avajimg  lilmself  of  needlU  tvetand  tefireBfaiiiMit, 
there  Hwiait  lief  r«tum':  bul'Leou  de  SiWaL*e- 
siated'Dot  oiily  repi'eMntAtionfi'dlid  edCMaips, 
l>at''«frä  c^iiimand>j;  fA>r<<>i}ftltl:iliiBiMBiii1i4c- 
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votoi]  fiialLy  jucvciit  lus  rcscuüag,  ,v^il^.Eil],fho 

n^MTniÜi  oJ  »UB)>ocU3(l  Htlncliinent,    propqcitiuuci 

Wliit'b    itnjilietl  bim    cniiablc    ot'    lßitvt||({    qny 

Jtiiiial«,  tauch  Itss  ihn  woialiippfMl,  vjitlow  oC  iüs 

i>»l)ieinaät«[,  ta  trcad  alono,  and  a^tu^cUi^bt, 

a  iialii.iio  dreaiy,   mfuI^eU  itoOii^H),i4i(e;i)i}|'y's 

(ittblct,  by  illa  80  dttrk,  so  jrrcnie^iablfl. ! ,  i  i ,  i  .1 , . 

-  Ar*iv*d  o«MUM>gato*of  tUe,icfiaie*eij[,ofithe 

cDDVejit,  EMfiUa  firnt,  iiupaitud  U>  .L«on  tlttt  gur- 

:p5»fleof  l>«f :  jouriiey,  c<>iDB)Af>(liag.  b|in,,  sh^Mld 

«igiit  iU  b«(al  her  i»  it«.fKi,'uiiLiQn,;  to.  pTQtdft 

:  tho,  i]«pailuna  9i  Jicf  &Q»  litom  tbc  Chap«jL  o,i^iUio 

iGilatk  :Ln  Madridt  a/id,  vsilieii  t^ic,  to  stfiaigU- 

.  vVüS  prescnli  bim  to  thc  fatbor  of  her  hnsb^od,  tho 

ancicnt  Duke  de  Medioa,  who  badsiw^iirod  ftUo 

I  .rikisddeet  8on,  thc  fAtally  äuccoMsf^il  nntagviiist 

Tjd  bev  broüier.    Oii  bis  knces  did  Leqtt;  pilrjfe 

I  hAo  doler  ber  rash  and  dangcrousiiUentvfruti^hat 

|:ilDyiiteriQUS  power  whicl)  bad  iuspired  it,,ga]rc 

I  iiliiot AHily  tbe  üirtitodc,  tbc  u«rTc  ol'  kouI*  uof^al 

l,bto  complote  it,  but  also  au  aU-cwoviiicii^.all- 

l,ttsabdaiiig  eloquencq,  wbich  tolt  tbc  ,parfoctibiI>ty> 

|.s«s  Mril  ttf  Üie  propriety  ofber  purpose,  muÜs- 

i8-f  utaillo.     Witb  Diucb  difficully  X>cun  sui:(;^cd 

l-!>fauubUiuiug:pon]ii»)MOD  toawuit  litcicäult  (vith- 
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rout  thfl  walls  of  thc  cemctery,  aad 
anxiously  aod  gricvously  pacing  Üieir  awt'ul 
confiDcs  that  the  good  Superior  found  bim, 
when,  at  Estellas  inost  eaniest  reqaest,  that 
boly  man  bccame  the  messenger  to  her  geoeroas 
adherent  of  tbe  auspicious  terminaüon  of  bcr 
eventful  errand  and  liis  juslly  excited  fears. 
With  a  joy-bounding  heart  bo  follon-ed  ibis 
irenerable  guide  to  tbe  preseoce  of  bis  lored 
lady,  and,  ere  the  sun  bad  reacbed  hin  mendian 
tbronc,  snift  coursers  ^ttipped,  pantiag  at  the 
thickct's  awftil  pass-,  aad  Kätdta,  tbe  bietst 
Estella,  bebeld  her  son  claeped  to  Ih«  heart  <rf 
her  falber ! 
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-I  Thb  raomnfui  historj-  of  her  infant's  mysto- 
tieos  birth  ia  ber  prison  of  tbe  Casa  Niegm, 
'hJB  woadroQs  and  Tearful  dtsapp«araace  irom 
tkeocc,  and  all  Ihe  train  of  woes  wbicfa  kai 
•nccccded  ber  siipposed  deatfa.  bad  alroadv, 
-bn  tbe  ODtenaDted  grave  of  tbe  eemetery  of  St 
Anastasia,  been  saccinctly  related  by  EsteUato 
■fcer  admiring  father,  who  nceded  not  now  to  be 
informed  that  sbc  was  tbe  page  wbo^c  beart- 
awakcning  acceots  bad  fainlly  fanued  the  dur- 
'manf  spai^  of  parental  regret,  parental  pity- 
Do  Ximenes  wept;  bat  he  had  tears  to  offer 
to  otber  remembrances  beside  bis  dangbter's 
wroDga  aüd  safierings.  The  gallant  youth,  wbo 
bad  once  been  even  son-dear  to  bim  long  ere  be 
became  so,  wbose  glorious  lifc,  cven  in  its 
1>lossom-tide,  bad  been  sacrificed  to  tbe  pre- 
■ervation  of  bis  daughtcr's  bonour,  yct,  still 
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'f  "'  ■"Sit  wJ 
»'»»e  "«imo!,,,, 

•»"'Was  aow.  ^ 


b)c  dominioil  of  Iiis  lieart  tu  feil  liafrea's's^äy. 
Deserf,  licallTi,  pcacp,  fame,  lifc  itsclf,  iDS^Öll 
becofrte  tlie  oflcrings  bf  liis  fiercc  revcii^fc's 
hecatorab;  and  shoiild  he,  at  last,  ä*aten 
froni  flic  dcliiifim  of  fiis  passion's  fever,  wliat 
litoiii'mcnt  rcmains?  Alas  ]  the  vlctims  of  bis 
^aib  Tiavc' all  eithcr  passcd  for  cvcf  awöj',' ot 
W  rbiisratiö'ft'  He  would  ti^ndei^  'haff;'  a«  'fast, 
bfecö'tte  rirtdeslMWe  br  iibpossCblt;  and  thilWis 
iianc;1)t  left  to  oiTer  to  Ins  dcspair,  save  Ws'bWn 
'i'dlväfidti.  '  iJut  to  siiiffde,  to  end  bis  töt-nJeiila, 
Ue  dairp^  not  rUsh;  for  who  stall  prtsliBiife''to 
cbndcmn,  to  scnCencc  blmscin  Xo  iHean^'tif 
Mpialion  for  bis  crimes  reiöaiti,  saVe  theÜat'rÖn 
«ailings  of  remorse,  for  to  rcpcnt  he  tcJö'^'ftfei 
'darca  uot:  bc  lives  on,  thcA,  in  angüisIli'^tfA 
dlefe  inlcrrbr!  ''  •:'■'-''' 

^'"tha  Cdimt  De  Ximcncs  irjoincd  bis  dhüiiiÜö- 
'^'«ptctirig  cbildren  with  a  smiKÄg 'hp;''tFrit 


thti '  fndeülings  of  soft 
visibie  6n  bis  rnfüed  brc 


and  carc  wcrc  Still 
ibr,  tbough  lUncIi 


■fltJll  ^eiiainW  to  bim,  hc  bad,  in  tbe  raadheM  of 
^hi^  v'^ktH,  W'yeats  of  bliss,  «hieb,  frefgUt^d 
'Vnä'tJi^tid'ii^  of  iHl-devourifig  time,  iil!gM  ncvcr 
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moreretarnl  Ile  fnnnil  ttie  good  Sup«rli 
St.  Benedict  at  the  ii«rmilnge,  whithcr  he  had 
brOQgfat  tha  documcnt  of  the  df^partet]  Blanche: 
tbis  writing  wasjudgvd  to  contain  the  lo»$-aii- 
ravelled  mystery  ol"  the  maaacr  of  the  idiol's 
äight  witU  and  disposal  or  the  yoiiiisr  Carlos; 
Ihe  Count,  tUeretbre,  requested  Um)  Superior  »o 
read  italoud,  wliile  a  äxed  attention  rcsted  od 
every  sonse  of  the  decply-interested  baar«».     i 

_TUE  DOCUMBNT   OP   BlANUHU    GoMIUli 

'''€tttlNT   ÜB  XlMENESt— To    yÖU   t  üi  ^_ 

thöäe  heart-«Tung  ownings,  forto  yon  tliee*lfltK 
natioQ  tbey  rontain  ismost  iinportant.  PtttdoB 
iny  memory,  when  angbt  like  eo:oHsm  in  IhCm 
shal!  meetyour  eye.  I  mercly  mean  lo  cxpress 
my  own  feelings  and  motiires  as  far  as  yonrib- 
terests  and  your  ylews  are  implicated  in  ibtto ; 
and  shall  with  an  almost  inkless  pcn  pass  over  aH 
circumstanccs  and  Jncidents  unconnectcd  witii 
those  primary  objects.  From  tbe  many  cot- 
roborative  proofs  which  yourSelf  and  yoax  pre- 
sent  aervant  Manuel  have  addaced,  I  feol  d«epiy 
convinccd,  that  to  your  son,  Don  Alphon^D  de 


Uli 

Ximenesi,  I  Oweil  my  fatal  Umptatio«  from  ÜMi 
pcacefuL  pnlh  of  inuocence;  buthebas  passo4 
awAf  a*  a  suiumer  cloud,  and  liiere  retnaina 
oAUgbl,.  saye  Ute  record  of  beaven,  ou  ulücb 
liiB  ttdse.  fovs  wece  tloubücaa  iuäcribed,  and  ÜiQ 
testimoDy  o(  my  owa  ccmscience,  lo  witnesa  ' 
tlutt  I  yieldcd  not  up  my  boDoiir  tu  hiti  wishe» 
tili  boliad,  wilb  tbo  most  bo]y  oaths,  promi&ed- 
to  hvQomt,.  at  a  fuUiTß  but  early  period,  my, 
hasbaad.  Alas !  a  few  weeks  aftcr  he  bad 
degraded  aad  deccived,  l>e  also  abandooed  b\e, 
wilhout  cven  a  partio^  nord :  it  was  from 
.straugens  l  Icamed  tbat  be  bad  suddcnly  ^uUt^d 
Pacis,  France  itself;  and  from.  tbeiwefoiflfajHlilt  1 
8an  orbcard  ot' litis  QO  more,  ,  .  ,  .m  ni'Omf 
icouccalcd  my  conditioQ  (of  wbicfa  I  becftoi* 
sen^ble  almost  immediately  aftcr  bis  departur«) 
for  several  nioatbs,  moüt  part  of  wbicb  pdiod^ 
I  passcd  in  my  bcd,  uii  pretcDce  of  a  visleoti 
rfaeumatic  affectlou  iu  my  Umbs :  tb«  fallacy  o^, 
ihiB  compUtiat  it  was  diflicult  for  tUe  toedical,  I 
attcndanls  my  good  iady  allowed  me  to  detectd 
but,  as  Uio. proper  season  advanccd,  tbey  prCt, 
scribed  a  jouroey  to  some  warm  spriu^^g  oJ'  great 
celebrity  in.tli^  care  of  iny  proteaded  aiüuent; 
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id   shamrfl^ 


and  the  discovory  of  my  doccit  and 
sued  togctber. 

My  iiijured  patruness  lellmy  apartmeot  over- 
wbclmed  wiUt  conrusion,  grief,  an^er,  and  con- 
tempt ;  nor  was  1  evcr  permitted  to  bcliold  her 
face  again,  Üiough  her  tcnder  bocutics  oever 
faiied  to  follow  and  suppurt  me  in  my  deserved 
cxile  from  her  presence.  By  her  directiooa  1 
waB  visited  by  the  priest  who  bad  the  ^nardian- 
ship  ofhcr  owii  conscieuce:  he  qucslioned  me 
aa  to  Üio  naine  and  prnfession  of  the  fatber  of 
my  espected  child,  and  to  him  I  fully  entniatcd 
the  Uttle  all  which  I  Lncw  ofmy  seducer'^  fa- 
milyaad  connexions.  That  priest  was  called 
Fatber  Louia :  he  was  a  man  in  the  prime  of  liHe, 
of  great  sanctity  of  inanncrs,  and  was  vetj 
lately  still  living  in  my  lady's  family.  That  ex- 
cellent  lady  soon  adcr  caused  mc  to  be  sent  to 
the  abodc  of  a  dcvoted  tenant  of  the  Coiint  de 
Laneville's,  who  rcnted  a  small  estatc  of  Ibal 
Dobleman,  situatcd  io  a  solitary  hamlet  maiiy 
leagues  away  from  the  mclropolis:  the  utterre- 
tiremeat  which  tho  place  promised,  and  the 
triod  fidelity  of  their  retaiaers,  betng  my  lady*d 
charitable    motives    for   dirccting  iny  remova! 


in 
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thUher,  as  thc  inost  probable  rocansof  conccäl- 
ing  a  clercliction,  wUli  Üic  inlelligcncc  ot'nhtcli 
sIte  (Icciared  sbe  coiild  not  immcdiately  summoii 
sufficient  courage  to  tvound  my  poor  old  father*s  . 
beart 

In  IcsB  than  (hrec  wecks  aller  my  arrival  at 
(bo  farm  of  Claude  Giraud  (for  so  was  inylord's 
(onunt  namcd)  E  bccamc  tbe  motber  of  a  male 
intsot,  whoni  my  kind  bosts,  at  iny  carnest  en- 
trealy,  coQsodto  bobaptixed  Estcvan  de  Agoi- 
lar,  aftcr  lii»  false  falber.  Tlie  bcavy  «pbraid- 
iogn  Ol'  my  own  hcart,  and  Ihc  tncurablc  anguish 
whrch  I  WAS  hat  too  cunscious  thc  knowledgc  of 
my  fault  would  occasiun  to  (hat  of  my  dear 
falber,  caueed  me  to  cndure,  and  rcgard  with 
ahnoät  Otter  indiffercnco,  the  severe  sufTeriDg;» 
wbirh  Uiat  fault  had  occasioned  mc.  For  »o- 
v«Tal  hours  after  thc  birtb  of  my  child  my  lifr 
was  despaired  of ;  and  I  continued  In  a  very 
low  Mate  of  bealth  long  aftcr  evcry  tracc  of  Im- 
mediatc  danger  bad  rctired.  Bot  thc  Christian 
admoDidons  of  my  wortby  ho«tH>  who  wem  fully 
poasessed  with  all  the  rircumstances  of  my  aad 
Etory,  antidoted,  at  lengtfa,  that  heart-iieated 
Cancer  whJch  my  nnavaiUng   rcmoriic  had  hi- 

VOL.   III.  I 


■  ^)>^All•n;^/^^^,■^I^|l  tut  <jt  ii-,jJi*Jo.i-.  !-•(•.     .i,,>uM 
tnerto  noun»iod,  ana  callea    my    mmd  toH 

perfonnaijcc  of  Uiosc  mäisptusatilc  «lutics  which 

my  ncw  charartcr  dcmanded. 

Myljoy  was  cxtrcmely  delicate,  and  Üxeviiteot 

niyhostjthc  cxccllent  Maria,  whohad  acfedboth 

^  Uly  narsc  and  moaitor,  assured  me  he  woold 

die,  if  iny  milk  was  eiUicr  chccked  or  vitiatcd  t>y 

tnc  longcr  indulgoncc  of  my  grief  aod  dcspair. 

My  cliild  wasiiiexprcssibly  doar  to  me,  Uiotigh 

loftcii  biUcrly  rcgrettcd  that  bis  Tcattir^s'&nd 

compkxion  only  rcflectcd  back  tny  owtt^'äad 

Twbiild  have  givcn  the  wholc  anivcrsc'IlÄd  it 

Deen  mine  to  give,  lliat  lie  had   rt^scmbled  Tiü 

^fbial  but  still  loved  fatbcr!  ■■'■•-:>.  ^  i 

^'Xir,  ex.crclse,  and   the   wfaölesome  «kd''ii(Hi- 

mhiftg  food  wliich,  Tor  my  cbild'ä  t^^scrvaUon, 

^  I  compcITed  mysclf   to    rcceive,  inscDSibly  re- 

"stöfed  my  licalth  ^  and  but  for  my  ansions  fear^ 

'  res^i^cling  my  dear  falber,  to  wttom  I  had  neVcr 

'  iyet'  darcd    to    acknoivled^e  my  Iransgreseloo. 

much  less  Us   drcadfiil    cooscqucnces,  I  agsin 

'  begao  to  feel  more  Iranquil  tban  1  deaervi^,  ot 

mdccd  could  cvcr  bavc  bopcd  to  bccome  i^aia. 

l't  would  bavc  givcn  mC  mucb  added  confbri 

' '  w^h'avc  bccn  pcruiitted  (0  pour  out  my  itektl  oV 
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gr^Iitudc  and  contrition  to  my  ever-revcred  lady, 
and  1o  assurc  ht'r  (hat  I  now  hopcd  to  bc  soon 
cnablcd  to  work  for  my  own  support  and  that 
of  my  dearinfant;  bul  Üiatjustly  outragedbe- 
^cUc^trcss  hjid  equally  forbid  ray  pen  as  my  I 
li^s  to  ovcr  agaiii  address  ber. 

AU  wy  workiug  implcntcnts,  and  a  rieb  stoclt 

oi  sillis,  bad  Ucen  lunvarded  to   Giraud's  witb 

iny  clotbcä;  and,  at  every   inlerval  «hieb  my 

,  atlcndancc  on  my  child  alloncd,   I   scdulously 

applied  lo  my  embrotdcry,  at  ivbich   I   was  ac- 

.  couutcd  uo  mcan  proficicat.     It  was  by  tlie  s»le 

ql'  woikä  olthis  kind  tbat  I  hopcd,  at  some  no 

vcry  distant  pcriod.  to  render  jnyscif  iudcpcn- 

dcot  pf,  or  at  least  somenhatlcss  buTthensome 

to,  hci  coinpassion  and  gcnerosily  :  a  large.por- 

,lioa  of  my  days  and  nights  ncrc  tbus  dcvol^d 

-  and  employcd  wbeu  luy  poor  üttlc  darling,  w)io 

i'>waenow,ncaily  tCD  mootbsol^,  ^cw  snddenly 

.,  alaiuiag^y  Ul.    Tlicre   was  no  rrgubr  oicdical 

ii^practitioDer   sctUcd  in  that  loncly  pl^c«;    but 

ii.buth  tbe   i»ricst   nho    bad   baptizcd   him,  and 

,  my  kijftd  Maria,  bad,  by  Jong  expcricnce,   ac- 

j  ^^rod  ,iM>  jncoosidcrablc  fikill  iu  inrantilc  dis- 
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birUv-dograded  baby  witb  the  soiue  careaMl 
BDxiety  tbcy  woiild  have  cxerted  had  it  been  tiie 
cxpeclant  hcirof  a  crown,  wbich  they  wpresc- 
dulous  to  prcscrve :  but,  alas !  no  fanmao  «4, 
not  cven  a  dcspairing  motitor's  pr&yers,  migbt 
save  him.  On  tbe  fonith  day  from  that  on  nbich 
he  sickened,  be  was  soizcd  with  couTnlsioDS,  and 
cxpirod  in  my  arms! 

None  but  young  mothcrs,  wbo  have  lost  in 
(bo  ianoccnt  bud  ot'  iofancy  the  dear-eaned 
first-bomol'tbeir  bloom,  and  kissed  off  from  tts 
palo  pouting  lips  tbc  last,  last  drop  of  tbcir  bo- 
som's  fountain  wbich  it  shall  cvcr  diain,  can 
judgc  of  what  my  soirows  were ;  thcir  iateasity 
blantcd,  atlcngth,  tbeir  force.  Awakiog  asfnm 
a  long  and  anea^y  dream,  I  looked  aroutid  me  fbr 
my  dead  infant ;  bat  tho  charitable  Maria  told  mc 
I  had  becn  for  tbrce  weeks  a  maniac  ;  and  Ük 
yoimg  violets,  wbich  her  kind  band  had  plaatrd 
on  bis  littlc  grave,  had  alrcady  bloomed  and 
%¥ithered  as  he  had  dono.  Good  and  feeliii; 
woman  !  she  wasindefatigablc  in  her  coBserra- 
Uun  of  my  worthlcsu  bcing;  bat  I  saw  willi 
pain  tbat  tho  iiiccssant  fatiguo  my  illaess  had 
occasioncd  her  had  itnpaired  her  own  sb 
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HBtl  depressedlhecustomcdhnwityoriMrMiMls)  I 
a  larger  part,  (oo,  of  Uie  charge  and  cares  ot 
Iho  farm  had  devoKed  apon  her  manageinent ; 
for  ber  hasband  had  beeo  cEÜied  away  to  atleod 
Ihe  death-bed  of  bis  fatber,  in  a  distaot  pro- 
vinco,  two  days  before  my  child  sickened. 
Once  more  a  fresh  motiv«  was  prescnted  to  ms 
for  resignatioD  and  activity,  by  the  sacred  clains 
of  friendahip  aud  gratitade;  and  while  I  strove 
to  ligbten  thc  cares  of  my  benovolent  bostess,  i 
heaven,  as  recompensing  the  effort,  mercifuUyi 
suäpcnded  the  pressure  of  my  owa.  i 

I  failed  not  to  enquire  of  Maria  whether  ehe  ' 
had,  daring  my  disorder,  commonicated  tbe  in-  l 
telUgencc  of  my  child's  dcatb  toray  lady:  siici'i  ' 
told  me  that  shc  had   not  dono  so,  in  conae-  >  . 
quence  of  Clando's  abseoce;  for  as  she  herseif -' 
conld  not  write,  she  had  avoided  trusting  ere»  I  , 
the  priest  with  the  raanagement  of  a  correspond-  ' 
eoce  which  might  probably  uoveil  to  bis  know- 
ledge  my  disgrace,  aud  had  rather  preferrcd  to  ■■■ 
await  tbe  crisis  of  my  returniag  reason,  an  ovent  ' 
of  whichshebadneverdespaired.  Thuacircum-   i 
atanced,  I  resolved  to  venture  to  break  throogh  'i 
my  Udy's  prohibttioo,  by  addressiiig  to  bcr  a  fow  . 
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lUies  on  the  subjcct  of  tny  lato  dcprivation,  and 
explanatory,  also,  of  that  circumstancc  wiufii 
b^d  cotnpcllcd  xae  to  iafringe  her  positire  com- 
luands. 

It  was  thc  closing  in  of  a  stonny  autumnal 

,  CTeoing:,  vvheu,  fasteuing  Ibe  cottagc  door,  1 
ligbted  a  latnp,  and,  collccting  mj  wriling  im- 
plemcnts,  commcnccd  my  doubly  paiaful  la^ak. 
My  cycs  strearaed,  my  brain  wandered,  my 
heurt  beat  heavily,  %nd  my  band  trcmbled  so 
inuch  tbat  I  could  scarcely  command  my  peo; 
I  bad  already  blotted  and  cast  away  (uro  db- 
completed  epistles,  and  was  commcDCJug  * 
tbird,  wbeu  Maria,  wbo  sat  tvvirling  her  distaff 
bcside  me,  intcrposcd,  and,  adverling  to  the 
latcness  of  tbc  bour,  advised  that  I  shooW 
:  defcr  wriLing  tili  the  moming,  I  iustantly  com- 
plied  with  what  I  believed  tbe  wish  of  mv  kiud 
iViend,  wbo  bad  been  laboriously  employed 
during  tho  wbole  of  tbe  day,  and  now  cvident- 
ly  necdcd  refrcshmcut   and  rest;   ^nd,   patting 

,  uüidc  my  cmploymeut,  spread  our  bomcly  CTen- 
i^g'smcal,  to  nliicb  we  werc just  aboat  to  sei 
down,  wbcn  a  gcntle  rap  at  the  door  excSled 
our  attention. 


'"^ht^ 
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Habituatcil  in  Oinl  lone  apoi  to  tJw  f 

oi'  caatious  cDqiiir}',    I   dooianclrd 

ihcre  T— "  A  weary  wanderer  (n 

bat  dccp-toned  voice),  «tbo  lonp  Csrretf^l 

vam."     Such  a  voice  nertr  had  1  h 

sucli  an  one  never  bare  T  sincc  beaid:  1 

licary,  soIcibd  tones  secn«]   to  l 

cliH)  my  hcart;  and  fbat  Short  bot  pi 

plaint  operated  od  it  wiüi  Ok  forec  oraa  i 

tative  command.     Maria,  iaitci, ' 
unclose  tbe  door;  bot  I  bad  «peaH  11 1 
words  possed  her  Dp«.      Aa   . 
figurc   stood  at   tbe   tfaresfaoU,  < 
tirely  in  a  large  and  fluwioe  dati  re4  Wtt 
I  slarted  back  witb  sarprise,  oüd^U^  wüft  f 
for  Iho  statnre,  Ihc  babOtmaiU,  of  (be  ■ 
cant  for  admtssion  were  alilce  < 
bat  the  wajl  of  a  child,  wbich  tbe  H^mt  i 
to  hide  beneath  ita  ample  drapcry,  re-i 
foe.  SüU  tlie  straDgcr  rcmaioed  immovablc  tn  d 
doorway,and  Maria,  in  a  sumrwbal  faiDt  rofce, 
Said,     "Wby  do  yoa  not  enter  t"—"  Becatuie 
I  bavc  not  been  biddea  in  the  way  in  «Hefe 
Wanderers,  in  the  good  otd  (imes.  Weit}*! 
was  Üie  reply.  ' 
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Maria  wa^  a  woinan  of  a  remarkably  Atiü 
sptrk ;  yot  the  altitade,  sträng  attire>  and  pe- 
culiar  roice  of  the  etranger,  liad,  at  6rfif,  a»  she 
has  aince  owned  to  mc,  g:reaUy  aned  ber ;  bul  tlio 
besitatioD  at  eutcring  leading  her  to  believe  Üml 
DO  violencc  was  intended,  and  tbat  the  strangu 
was  probably  a  pilgrim  saßering  uader  Ibo  per- 
formaoce  of  some  rigid  pcnance,  aDd,uDwU)ins 
tu  dciiy  the  rights  of  hospitality  to  odc,  «iio,  so 
circumslanccd,  doubly  needed  tbem,  she  ssid, 
somewhat  impatiently,  "  Enter,  in  the  name  of 
Ood,  if  ye  will,  or  I  shall  ahnt  my  door  for  tW 
night." 

TTie  %ure,  lowering  its  lofty  head,  instanüy 
obcycd  her  rcqaisitioD,  aod  wilh  a  sbaddering 
band  I  reclosed  the  door,  and  presented  Ihe 
stranger  with  a  seat  near  the  heartti,  stirriug 
tDto  a  more  checrfai  blaze  its  dag^ing  flane. 
The  stranger  now  divested  her  head  of  the  sfaod« 
of  the  large  mantle,  which  dropped  in  bcary 
folds  over  her  cxpaoded  Shoulders,  disciosiiig 
such  a  coiintenaDCo  as  I  had  tiever  suppoaed 
coald  be  associatcd  with  mortality.  A  vrili 
spocies  of  uneartbly  beauty  and  digiUty  .was 
diSased  over  each  markiog  feature,  and  yet  the' 


121 

vifiage'waia  such  an  one  na  might  not  be  g4ftcd  " 
lipon  wilhout  trembling.  liong  slrcaming  liair, 
biacker  and  brigbter  than  jet  itaclf,  wandered 
over  her  finely  sculptnred  bust,  and  descended 
nearly  to  the  grouod.  The  expression  of  hei 
beantiful  but  glazcd  eye  scemed  to  hint  at 
tbemes  unknown  to  mundaiic  coutemplution ; 
and  on  her  leHt  cheek  appeared  deeply  impiesse«! 
a  largc  transversc  scar. 

Maria  set  beforc  our  stränge  'visttant  an  ample 
meal,  and  a  hörn  of  her  best  mne ;  bat  sbe  de- 
clined  botb  tneat  and  drink.  "  I  want  nought 
but  rest,"  shc  murmured.  Maria  rose,  and 
oäered  to  conduct  her  to  a  bed-chambcr.  "Not 
yet,"  Said  she,  "  t'or  I  have  not  yet  fully  pcrfonn- 
ed  my  duty.  Herc  is  one  wbo  can  receive  tbe' 
benelit  of  your  hospitality." 

Sbe  drew  from  beneath  her  mant]e  a  loTety» 
blooming  infant  boy,  seemingly  about  the  sarnd 
age  as  my  latcly  lost  Estevan.  I  acrcamed 
aloud  as  I  gazed  on  tho  child,  for  bis  young  but< 
strougly  monlded  features  even  tlien  prcscntod 
tbe  perfect  miuiaturc  of  thosc  of  my  still  adored  ' 
,  seducer;  and,  snatching  him  frum  (hc  tapoftbe 
Btrangcr,  I  imprintcd  a  tliousand  kisses  on  lüs!' 
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valvcl  cheeLs.  Maria  juioed  in  my  admüral 
uf  llio  cliiid's  ticauty,  ubilc  Qur  guest  loolLeil 
OD  wtth  a  pecuU«!  expression  uf  mouraful  pka- 
aarc.  .j  j  .^^  _^  __ 

"It  is  iudeed  a  strong  nnexafitatux^,  sbfißi 
kogth  Said.  I  staitud :  "  Qf  »kfttfi  jaean  yoar 
«ried  I.^"Of  Aimyouaeai»/' ir&$  berlacouic 
auwer.  , 

My  visage  sectnod  to  Same:  oar  cyesinT(>* 
luntarily  mct ;  but  niine  instantly  a£ain  sank 
bcneath  tbc  descriptionlcss  scratiay  of  ba\ 
and,  vuiiily  siriviug  to  disguisc  my  coaiväifß, 
I  busicd  inyselt'  in  attendtng  ou  Uie  iaüni, 
who  fed  heartily,  smiled,  and  crowed  in  IBJ 
face ;  twiaed  bis  littlc  fat  arms  round  my  nei^ 
atid  oeatling  bis  beautiful  bead  iu  my  bosM 
Booti  sauk  iato  a  calm  sieop.  Aly  heart's  io- 
pulse  burst  from  my  lipa,  as,  gazing  upoa  tttfi 
lovely  rest  of  itmoconce,  I  cxclaimed,  "  Wonld 
to  Heavcn  hc  were  niinc  !" 

' "  Heaven  lenda  bim  to  you,"  instantljr,  said 
tbo  straDger ;  "  and,  jl'  you  wish  well  to  yqar 
own  soul,  you  will  accept  tbe  loan'  even  reudUy 
as  'üs  offered.  Tbere  was  (sbe  addcd]  a  st^iely 
tree,  whii^b  tbe  grcat  cleavcr  bad  depriyed  of 


^^3 

''W' fti' ttömcrous  branchcs,  savc  only  tWoj'fti 
'thcy  wcrc.  fair  oncs,  and  each  branch  product 
kbnd:  but,  lo!  those  last  branches  w 
sevcrcd  from  thoir  parciit  Irunk,  and  tbcir  bads 
from  them;  tmä  blessed  ('"^ark  well  tbhat  I 
reed),  bkssed,  I  say,  shall  shc  be  whö  «aves 
one  qf  those  buds,  evea  thoogh  (he  free  ilself 
perisk.  Wish  ehe  fot  wealtb,  Iiealth,  lengDi  «f 
"ffays,  or  aaght  tilse  here'  beloW','-  her  yrUb  is 
^ijiven hw."  ■■      ■    ■      """      ■■      ■  '■  ■■'■':  t,. Ml 

hate,"  said  I,  "  a  dearer  wish  ftan  >i\\ 
"fhc  tripicd  blessin^s  Ihou  hastnamed," 

"I  fcnow  thon  hasl,"'answered  th©  strahg^r, 
**and  'tis  tbinc  onii  act  wbich  will  posso^  or 
deprlVc  thce  of  its  fulfilment.  If  thou  graiatst 
"'my  niah,  thou  shalthavc  thhte:  again  sbalt  Ibtm 
cal  of  thy  fatber's  brcad  in  thine  oivn  lan«},  and 
drlnk  or  thc  cup  wliicli  he  shall  blesii  to  Uioe ; 
'knd,  öDally,  thou  shaK'  g«' td''Bi«c^v|vtfeis  ^ 
bosom."  '    ''  '   ■ 

Awfut  amazcmcnt  rOae  high  in  my  sonl  at 
thcsc   wondrous   words,  l'or   the   myetic  beitig 
borore  me  had,  indeed,  read  th«  scorct  wish 
whicb  casketcd  in  my  licart  of  hearts,  Mr  Ups  j 
'  had  evtl  sotitided  or  sigos  tcvealod. 
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1  liave  fattbfuUy  related  Ihe  words  o(  i 
wondroua  diviDer;  but  to  describe  her  tonet, 
her  hoks,  bcr  action,  were  iiuposäible.  Maria 
roused  mc,  at  length,  from  a  traiice  of  silei 
amaüemcnt,  by  intimating;  tiiat  tlio  stnnfl 
awaited  my  rcply.  Doubt,  fear,  and  confil 
sion,  wete  miuglcd  wiUi  my  hopcs;  and  in  a 
riilteting  tone  I  rcpUcd,  "  1  wUl  IhinJk  oa  vbat 
you  Iiavc  said." 

"  It  is  enougli,"  rcplied  the  stranger;  "thy 
thougkls  sliall  answer  nie." 

Slie  theo  turncd  towards  Maria :  "  Yoat 
orchard,"  said  she,  "  is  well  loadco,  and  the 
fruit  fuUyripe;  your  vintage,  indeed,  is  tardy. 
liccausc  mauy  of  your  vincs,  ül  planted,  woo 
tlie  uoonday  suiibeama  in  vain :  yet  are  they 
Dearly  enough.  Arise,  then,  by  the  moirow's 
dawn ;  awakeii  yotir  labourer,  and  bid  bim  hire 
to  you  hclpers  sufficieut;  pluct  your  apples 
and  your  grapes;  hasten  to  bouse  your  coni, 
sbed  your  cattle,  and  ebelter  your  poaltry,  and 
yourbives:  see  well  that  nooght  of  your  sab- 
stancc  he  left  unj^athercd  up  or  abroad  ;  for,  ere 
this  wasting  moon  be  entirely  waned,  all  wfao, 
liaTing  received>  ueglect  this  caution,  stuül  hare 
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hcarjr  CBiise  (o  nie  their  incrfduHb^,  lis  teil 
ly  as  tkat  her«  are  eitfht  ßngers."  '   "   ' 

As  she  spokc,  she  cxpanded  bcrorc  thetamp's 
blazo  her  long  and  white  band»;  and  wc  gazed 
witb  surprise  upon  them,  for  botk  her  tfitimbs 
wert  wanting ! — Thcn,  motioDing  a  silcnt  beoe- 
dicüoo  OD  the  babc,  who  still  siept  in  my  anos, 
sho  wilbdrew  (prvccdfid  by  Maria,  wbo  carüed 
a  lump)  to  her  allottcd  chambcr. 
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'  Hahia  qaickly  rotamed,  her  ^cc,  bold  w 

sbc  was,  blanchcd  by  fear,  and  cODtemplaUJ 
ntiae,  ia  nhicli  shc  bcheld  ihe  refloctioa  ol'  bcr 
unn  onioUons  in  sileuce ;  for  a  seatiment  ul 
inexpressible  awu  chaincd  our  tougaos  from 
rccurring  to  flie  sabjcct  of  onr  Üioagbts,  uid 
shudderingly  we  sought  our  bcds.  The  löVcly 
titUe  boy  «hart^d  mine,  bat  stoep  was  a  stranfcr 
(o  my  piUovr.  I  had  promtsed  our  mTsterioas 
inaiatc  to  Ihink  on  what  sbe  had  proposed,  bat 
slmuld,  iiideed,  havo  found  it  imposstble  to 
thiak  on  augbt  eise.  Ucr  surprising  spcecb 
bad  üUed  my  mind  with  sensations  tili  tfacQ 
unknown.  I  certainly  did  freally  fear  her;  I 
also  (Strange  as  it  may  appcar)  could  not,  in 
somc  measarc,  avoid  belicvingbcrpromise:  yei 
doar,  moHt  dcar,  as  vus  tho  vrUb  of  Hs  per- 
" l'ormonoo  to  my  beart,  it  wa«  not  cntiitDlj-^tl] 
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niy  dicad  roliancc  or  desires  »hielt  bribod  ny 
aircady  mciilally-breathed  acceplance  of  Üic 
prerious  trust  wbich  she  had  ofTercd  to  me :  it 
was  its  own  dear  face,  the  animated  porlraU  of 
my  heart's  only  love,  tbat  synipatbetically,  as  it 
«cro,  drew  my  resolves  inlo  uaison  with  bcr 
utronge  proposal.  But  I  still  feit  it  was  my  im- 
|icriou5  duty  not  to  rendor  ap  an  entircly  an- 
condiliooal  acquieacence,  but  to  iiiquiro  the 
babe's  parenlagc,  the  cause  of  its  so  ox- 
traonlinary  cxposurc  to  tbo  guardiansfaip  of 
strangors,  and  tbe  probable  pcriod  at  which 
tbat  guardianship  was  intendcd  to  oxptre. 

Maria  Tose  ore  san-risc  to  follow  tbe  coanscl 
vi  ber  Singular  visilont ;  our  bcds  wetß  dividod 
by  a  very  sligbt  partition,  aud  it  had  becn  casy 
l'oT  mo  to  Qscertain  tliat  my  fricndly  hoetess 
had  been  ecaroely  lc»5  wakeful  durlng  the  prc- 
cßding  night  tban  tnyself.  Approacfaing  my 
bedside,  she  uhispered  her  opiuion  on  the  sob* 
jcct  of  my  accepÜDg  the  cbarge  of  tbe  loyeJy 
Loy,  who  sÜll  »lumbered  swectly  besido  mc : 
her  sentitnonts  wcrc  the  sanic  as  my  own ;  sb^, 
too,  had  bgcome  most  unaccouutably  iutcrested 
in  tiio  cbild,  but  she  acLnowlcdgcd  tliat  dcead  of 
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»lairs  logctUo,. 

Maria  now  awok. 
an  adjoioing  ouUio 
iwrtaol  task  wti,!, , 

•li«l«Iycoramenced: 

»rprisedal  Oh,  ,ai, 

»"<!  Ihc  oarneal  aod 

*""'e«dit»pi-ompt. 

"'""'  P'opa'alioiis  to 

»tUo  Maria  procoedf 

"*'■  »Mupaüons  in 

i'«iry,  in  wliid,  ^  ^  ^ 

P'epureil  Weakfasl  foi 

poMiblc  Ban«,,,  ,,„p, 

»«er  tlie  sola«,  „f  ,  , 

"■»l    dalnties;   l,„t  „ 


ftiMlIj'dIfinDed  and  mtryrised,  vre  then  proe«e<le(l 

lo  her  chamt)cr  door,  at  which  wo  loiiilly  rapped, 
mlling  rcpeatcdly  Tipon  tlie  stranger,  who  ro- 
iriicdnot:  at  length,  «nable  longcr  to  contain 
our  constemation  and  anx^iety,  we  opened  it; 
biit  tho  stranger  bad  quittcd  the  apartment,  and 
thc  bcd  remained  undistnrbed  and  untmpressed. 
It  was  in  vain  to  guess  at  what  faour  the 
mjrstcrions  womaii  had  doparted.  MatJa  qne»- 
lioned  her  labourcr  and  neighbours,  but  ao  one 
liad  Seen  her  either  arrive  or  retire ;  and,  as  the 
-Strang  doacription  which  accompanicd  her 
inqtiirics  added  a  vagne  sort  of  alarm  to  the 
snrpriso  which  they  excited,  the  sobject  wati,  ttt 
length,  relinquished,  and  tho  deserted  cbild 
becamc,  as  mach  Trom  iiccossity  as  inclination, 
the  objcct  of  ray  solicitude  and  protection ; 
bot  how  to  continuo  to  aöbrd  him  tbat  protec- 
tion, üoon  became  the  snbject  of  many  an  an- 
guished  rumination.  Tho  pledge  of  my  dis- 
obcdionce  and  ray  shamo  had  been,  pcrhaps, 
mercifully  recatled  from  me ;  why,  then,  daro  to 
obtnide  upon  thc  bonnly  of  my  bencfaclor»,  or 
tbo  perhaps  Tetuming  tendcrncss  of  my  father, 
a  stranger's  oQspring  1    Yct  now  to  desert  him. 
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or  eveo  to  delegate  my  trsat  to  luukUter,  I 

to  t>e  impossible. 

Wbüc  Ihese  reflectioos  distnrbcd  and  ■ 
diMracted  my  miud,  a  iettor  from  my  dear  fi 
(«vbom  1  had  nevex,  sinoe  my    ugthoppy 
dared  to  address)  anivcd  :  I  fonnd  lic  ImA  b 
scvercly  ivouDded  in  body  as  well  iis  fniud,  i 
was  Bow  last  recovciing  t'rom  the  edfects  ot  ^ 
indicÜoD,    aad  mercifoUy   inclmed    to 
tha  K<ül^y  wnteh  wliosc  dereUction  hod  < 
nunod  faisoüter  andmostpftinful  eufl'eriBC- 
bod  long:  »Bce  been,  by  ttic  Couat  de  Lta 
tupiiriscd  of  my  crimo;  he  dow  ai  icogtb^ 
BoWed  it,  Süd  tendedy  invited  me  and  nfk 
less  babc  to  Spain  aad  bis  paftemal  arms  t 
4bw.    TiÜB   Ürrico   Meswd  letter   I  <cq«U  I 
iLTvid  beiie^'ingaDieaituiA-ar  tfic  filfilnifaf  otM 
taywta:  manaa's  ynanse,  amd  injai«ed  4htf  | 
oircHastaBce  of  tuy  cfalM*«  iteoeas«  JhkI  4 
ffioined  a  secrct  froa  my  aaUa  1 
srko  would,  douUlcs6,  h&ve  ibrmacdod  4 
äninflbaMy  welcome  ■ntoUigeBce  to  my  pm 

The  oext  day  Jnoaght  «Btttfior  paciaci : 
Snam  CfaMtde  tiikMiid,  lako  adwßd  hi»  rniim  Ü 
&  tewsnit,  «vinub,  a«  bis  fatber's  faeit,  Jns  1 
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bad  just  commcncod  af;ain.st  liim  reapertinfr  tfie 
posscsuion  ot'  certain  old  «lisputcd  points  of 
family  property,  would  most  probaWy  detaia 
liim  from  her  some  nceks  longer.  In  the  reply 
1i>  (hat  letter,  wbicli  I  wrote  for  Maria,  I  was  cau- 
tiuu»  to  avoid  hintincr  at  my  child'a  deatli ;  and 
as  Maria,  at  my  most  eamcst  entreaty,  had  so- 
lemnlypromiscd  on  Iierpart  tokeep  hcrhosbaiid 
in  ignorancc  of  i(,  at  leaat  during  thc  pcriod  of 
tiis  absence  from  home,  I  had  hopes  tbat  I  might 
l>e  canbied,  cre  bis  letum,  to  rejoin  my  fatb«-, 
or,  at  all  eveats,  rcacli  some  new  and  secrct 
ajylum,  wberc  my  want  of  afßnity  to  my  be- 
lorod  Charge  mig^t  reraain  unquestioned  wai 
unlutown. 

In  te-dressing  tlie  Infant  on  thc  first  day  hc 
was  cast  on  my  carc,  I  bad  discovered  tlie 
BtBall  leaden  image  of  tbe  Holy  Virgin,  whicb 
Bccompaaics  thia  docanient,  foldcd  wit&in  Jus 
'nvwUUing-baiids ;  and ,  by  Maria's  advice,  l  jm- 
aaediately  unrippcd  Uie  Gbred  of  brocado  in  whick 
U  V9a  eocloeed,  but  found  nothing  to  salisfy 
Artfacr  OKTiofiity. 

IHuee  d«ys  aftor  the  dixappearancc  of  Hie 
«aming  atiu^r  there  occurred  the  most  viuleitl 
K2 
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BObjcctofmy  ownfalc;  wlipa  suddcnly  aaötli 
Icttcr  from  my  dcar  father,  in  answcr  lo  niy  reply 
lo  bis  blessed  invitation,  iu  whicli  I  bad  inti- 
mated,  tbat,  dissolved  iu  gratcTul  sbanie,  I  wished 
but  ätill  drcaded  to  bcbold  bis  injuicd  face, 
rcachcdtnc:  it  was  datcd  only  from  Ibe  next 
po.st  IowD.  He  had  voyaged  to  France  to  spare 
my  guilty  blusbos,  rcceivc  my  pcaitcncc,  adopt 
my  cUild,  and  in  person  conduct  me  and  him 
lo  Spaio,  to  my  paternnl  home!  But  fatiguo, 
juiocd  to  exccss  of  omotion,  bad  arrestcd  bis 
bithcilo  rapid  progress;  sume  Symptoms,  too, 
pt  tbo  gout  bad  assailcd  bim ;  aad  bc  had  most 
r^luctantly  been  compcUed  to  all,ow  biniseif  a 
fow  bours'  reposfi  at  the  place  from  wbcncc  he 
WTotc>  crc  hc  T^sumcd  bis  travel  and  completcd 
i;ü3  aaving  erraud. 

AVhat  uews  was  Ibis— at  oncc  t»lc^se(J  and 
f<;arful !  Hy  father,  iadoed,  bad  retcntcd ;.  J  was 
,about  to  be  adtnitted  to  hi?  forgivcness,  rcstored 
to  his  ,prolecüwj,  his.lovc!  Bat,  sl*o«ld  ho 
atrivcatmy  prcscnt  dwelling,  tbe  intclligencc  of 
iny  real  cbtld's.dcath  would,  iu  allbuman  pro- 
.baUlity,  scaTCcJy  fail,  in  sotno  fornf  or  othor,  to 
j^pacb  bim  j^  a^^d  this  danger  could  oplj^  bp  obvi- 
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arrival  al  Uie  läim  tuo  probably  threateaed :  we 
csLäily  cüincidc  wiLh  argunicnts  cveii  für  Icss 
plauäiblo  tiian  thcse,  if  tbcy  happea  to  be  con- 
soDiuiL  wiUi  nur  otrndeareat  wisbes!  1  prepared 
to  dcpart,  bat  couM  aot  Icave  my  excellent 
hostcss  wiüiout  seutimeaU  of  deep  regrct  and 
rcluctaoce.  Tho  scverity  of  Maha's  priociplea 
oxtcodcd  only  to  the  guidance  of  her  own  mi- 
nulc^t  acttoas;  whilc,  a  latitudinaria»  in  bor 
compassioaatc  allowancc  for  the  eirors  of  others, 
ber  worthy  bcart  was  as  rcady  to  pity  aod  cxcuse 
Ihe  weakneasea  it  ncvcr  kncw,  as  it  was  itself 
incapablc  of  »iuülar  dcreliction.  Tbe  mules 
whicb  hadbrought  home  Ihc  widow  of  Giraud, 
wero  still  fresb>  as,  froia  ber  natural  humaolty, 
tlicy  bad  bccii  only  bircd  from  a  vcry  ncar  stage : 
1  aet  forward,  theo,  with  Ihc  child  in  the  same 
coQvoyaocc  with  tho  utmost  possible  dcspatch, 
leavingto  my  friend  tho  carcoftransmittingafter 
me  my  clothes  and  movcables ;  and,  fortunately, 
arrived  at  my  fathcr's  tnn  Just  at  ihc  precise  mo« 
mcnt  in  wblch  hc  was  prcparing  to  set  out  from 
U  towaidä  my  lale  abode. 
I  Our  meeting  was,  on  botb  sides,  a  beart- 
xendiug  one  indced.     Cuvcred  wltli    a  doubia 


an(|  cctps^qjng  sluinie,  I  knelt  lo  ÜiQ.40C9i«eid 
a»  well  US  injured  autboc  ofinj  lifip>;aa4'MiF 
Ib^^on  of  stTitsgers  prcssed  to  bis  tipson ;  wt* 
hos  r.cpcntancc  for  that  tatal  passwo^  in  whicb 
o^iginatcd  thc  decei)üou  thcii  practi«ed  es  iii« 
Jjclieving  teudeiucas,  cTcr  Crota  that  moffiot 
Qitit^d  Ibis  self-accusing  beatt  I  My  demr  |Hir«nt 
nevcroDccrcvertfd  to  the  horrible  sabjecLoCnv 
seductiuo:  tbc  Count  do  Luueville  had  long 
sijQco  pusscss«d  liini  wUb  the  detail  oC  the  IcVk 
Yf^ry  lew,  particulär^  whicb  I  had  lay&eU'beca 
|C^|>led  to  icommunicatc  to  Fatbor  I<0WH  ;  bot 
bpspeia^d  rcbiptant  to  invnodiately  ,  relDrii  t« 
Sp^ia«  a  rcluctancc  Xor  »Vicb  I  cooJd  boi^ji 
we^accuuut.  llc  aflcrwarditpiivately  iofotfl 
M^ria  (wbo,  as  1  sball  havc  »ccasioa  tq  t 
ßOpif  a%r  bcoaniG  qur  inmatc),  Üiat  ^  ivwlbi 
doti^bly  dcceivcd  by  bij  «cducec,  of,  wboae  g 
^^d^d  iia,uiu  uod.,rauk.the  Ceuiit  do  J 
had  ifirurmcd  bim  ;  for,  on  jourucyingtol^lfl^ 
t}ie  tt'l^tfpd  rcsidcnce  of  Ihü  J  udge  hiß  M 
jtmordcr,  «^  bc  frankly  owncd  to  ber,  to  dof 
thciiijuryl  badsuataiucd,  aud  thou  tnko  i 
Wi^^-  V^S'f^MP'^  "'4  ä»  iic  waH,,  l>y  chastisl 
^flTiRlw^r  »viibliwßtyerdji.he  loiira«(l  that*» 


^«»7 

iwaiVidBäl  oF  thai'  naVrie  o'f  bltecc'"^^  'fesidciii 
In  Oiat  city;  norcvcn  fiad  any  of  ita  reprcsonlu- 
Wcs  of  justice  sons  or  othcr  rctatioiis  whosc 
Ägcs,  perÄons,  m  latc  abscnce  frora  Spain, 
«fhtM  Warrant  thc  saspicioQ  of  their  having;  "by 
HisgtilSing  tlicit  tnie  designations  under  that  oT 
De  Agtrilar,  at  oncc  diagraced  that,  thchiseived, 
ftTid  mb. 

'  My  honoured  parciil  soOnbccamc  pass'foAAtc- 
fy  attachcd  to'my  Estevan,  as  I  cvcr  fobdty 
flCfKiminatcd  faim ;  indeed  thb  eiicItahUn^  bciiity 
hnd  altractive  manners  of  that  highly  giltM 
ehild  coald  acarccly  havc  failcd  of  drawiog  tb 
ftsclf  Iho  affeetiona  of  a  far  le^ts  prcjudiced  ahd 
tOnder  hcart  than  that  of  thc  naturc-sabdiiod 
Veteran,  Wh o,  aa  he  fondly  bclieved,  bDtt<'>vcd 
My  infanoy  bter  again  m  hls.  My  father  H\t6A 
a  ncat  cottuge  io  the  dclicioiis  eilvirons  ofÜhal 
btesäodtowu  mark^d  as  the  sacrod  pbmt  ot  Wr 
ro-^uaiött,  and  iti  that  same  niral  abödb  '^o 
d^elt  in  pcabe  ^nd  harmony  for  scTCrfil  i*cars, 
Äuriiig  whWh  hak-yon  pcriod  we  were  stlÖ 
farlhcr  blessed  by  the  aocieiy  of  iiy' e^tinii- 
Mc  wtdowcd  friend,  who  had  reUutjüished  hÜ^ 
*srm,  nndm  minc  and  niy  fathcf'a  rciteyatcd  rc- 
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«lUoiiU,  atloiigUi  caiD^  todweil  wiLha 
lUHdel 

At  thc  termioation  of  this  long  aad  oompar«- 
tively  liappy  pcriod,  it  was  my  nüsfurUino  Ui 
dose  Üie  cycs  of  Ibat  dear  woman ;  aflcx  who«e 
uuceasin^ly  regtett«(l  losB.my  former  metAacboly 
rebuned  witb  a  rodoubled  force;  and  my  fotber, 
jusÜy  conceiving  (bat  every  local  olijcct  aai 
uicumsiancc  oow  served  but  to  fcod  tUe  passiau 
of  lay  sorroiv,  proposcd  to  Icave  our  coUa^e 
and  clu&teriiig  appic-orchard,  aDd  reliuu  Lo 
Spain.  liis  wish  would  bave  boon  my  law,  cvi» 
tbougli  it  had  not  bcen  tbe  very  redection  of  oy 
owu  inost  carncst  dcsirc:  \vc  departcd,  thcD, 
aftcr  soiuo  wccks'  preparatioo,  from  France, 
which,  Lbougb  so  often  dcpiclcd  and  de&cribed 
a8  tlio  choscn  scat  of  uiirlU  and  fcstivily,  and  so 
frequenüy  rcsortod  to  as  Iho  fouiitaiu  of  healtk, 
bad  (tbruugh,  indood,  tbo  conKcqueuces  of  my 
own  indLscretion)  provod  tbc  tauib  ofmy  cbcec- 
fubiess,  my  pcaco,  and  my  slrcngth.  The  boy 
KslcvaD's  cxceeding  aptitudc  of  iotolloct  bod 
boen  nourishcd  far  beyoud  my  poor  fatticr'K  slvo- 
der  means:  iDstruclioD  of  evcry  kiad,  adaptcd 
to  hiö  tondcr  ycars,  biid   botn  inslillcd  «vitlia 
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liberal  liand,    and  his  expansive  gmtiiis  j 
already  yicidcd  an  hiindrcd  fold  produce  Tor  thc 
cuUuroit  bad  rocoived. 

Onour  arrivaliD  Spaln,  my  fathcr  chose  for 
otrr rcBidence  the  vicinityof  Madrid, «ithavlew 
to  facUitate  aids  of  tbo  first  degroe  of  rcspccla- 
biUty  to  the  studies  of  oiir  bclovcd  Eslevao : 
wo  rcslded  ou  tho  spot  he  tbus  selected  for  Ihre« 
ycars,  when  llic  dcmiso  of  my  unclo  inade  raj 
fathcr  mastor  of  tho  smalL  domam  we  now  in* 
habit,  and  to  whicb  we  almost  iinmcdialcly 
aflcrwards  remoTcd.  Thc  circumsLance  of  my 
tathcT's  eucceaston  to  the  piopcrly  of  his  bro- 
tfaor  opcned  anew  thc  but  half-healcd  wounds 
ef  my  mach  disturbed  cooscience  :  thore  wer» 
atbcr  relatioDs  much  niorc  indigcnt  thau  onr- 
scivcs,  and  but  onc  dcgrec  farthcr  romoved,  to 
ivbem,  when  it  should  pleaae  heaven  to  remore 
M]r  fatfaer  aad  myself,  the  eatate  ougbt,  in  jus- 
tice, to  hare  rererled ;  instcad  of  whicb,  it 
«onld  aow  deaccnd  to  a  strangor  to  our  blood, 
for  Bach  was  Estovan;  the  illegilimacyof  wbosc 
siipposed  birth  thc  pridc  and  tenderncäs  of  my 
^nerotis  fathcr  concoalcd,  iiot  oaly  for  the  pHr- 
fan:  nf  Icaving  him  hi»  furiuno,  but  tLrough  u 


l<;^gy,,l(Owards  my  fcclings,  i 
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tiuic»  augmfuted  nty  sliatnc  and  my  remorse. 
llad  niy  lue  l^ecn  Ihc  iorfeit  of  luy  siocerity. 
how  frcely  would  I  bavc  yicldcd  it  up,  ratber 
thaa  cxjst  a  party  to  such  injusUce  !  Bat,  alas! 
my  äipfvl  pride  rondcrcd  my  famc  dcarcr  to  mc 
Ibau  my  vittue  had  becuj  and  I  was  a  dooblj 
guilty  accessary  to  an  already  crimioal  deccp- 
tiop. 

My  rcgrct  l'ed  itscli  apon  my  blood  ;  1  ddilj 
dc^liDcd;  and  my  long,  wakcful,  fevcrish,  rcst- 
leaa,  morning-wisliüig  Dights  werc  such  fks  I^OA] 
pnly  Mho  Lave  noarishcd  a  bosontcd,  a  blaxae- 
f(i^  pecret^  can  conccivc  of.  The  blesscd  mi- 
nj^try  of  the  vcilcd  sigtcr  of  the  Chapcl  oftlif 
Cj|a^e,  lier  boly  prayers,  lier  pure  and  cliceiful 
3f^ctity,  and  saluliTcrous  balsams,  loog  reple- 
niahcd  my  waning  lamp  of  lUc;  but  thc  disc«- 
Tflij  of  your  supposcd  ailinily  lo  IZstoviui  was 
a,^uddcn  shock  whicla  ncarly  extinguislicd  jls 
fe^bk  and  reluctant  flamc.  Wbilc  I  bebcld  ycn 
ooly  as  bis  stranger  bcnefactor,  I  cnjoyed  cgo: 
pE^rativc  scrcnity  1  nay,  cven  thc  torch  of  HÜoe 
itscli'  sccnicd  to  illumiuc  tbc  drcary  pat^i  wfaich 
Icd  to  my  uuliuicly  gravc ;  foij,  dcar  usiny   ovo. 


bosom's  fruit  had  bocn  to  me,  had  long'ämüo 
bccomc  the  alico  youth ;  and  well  I  kncw  yöür 
rcctitude  of  iiaturc,  your  nobleness  of  som, 
would  more  tlian  perfbrm  (o  bim  all  Üio  good 
dccds  your  munificciicc  had,  even  in  itsdawn, 
promised:  whero  could  the  dcsertcd  EäterAn, 
from  wliomsoevcr  dcrivcd,  meet  a  nobler,  a  m6it6 
safficiont  patron  than  the  nature-isolated  Coiibit 
de  Ximcnes? — or,  still  morc,  whcre  might  thn!t 
cxaltrd  patron,  evcn  all  illustrious  as  hc  was. 
scck  a  morc  bouniy-cnnobling  subject  than  i&e 
bright,  the  licavcn-minted  child  of  my  rare  t  Stil 
when,  my  lord,  you  priyately  ownedhim  as  jlöiir 
grandson,  and  afterward»  prepared,  by  pnblic 
ndoption,  to  make  him  the  he'ir  of  your  Ireä- 
stires,  your  name,  theo,  oh!  thcn  it  was  thdt'^ti 
hell  poiired  its  buroing  battalions  of  toVuetite' 
into  my  conscious  heart  \  ' 

My  father's  humblc  piltaDce  ofproperty  ml^ht 
now,  indeed,  be  permittcd  to  flow  Into  its  nalärc- 
dcstincd  Channel,  and  our  indlgcnt  relatives 
might  cnjoy  iheir  rights ;  but,  oh !  at  the  expensc 
of  how  mighty  a  wrong  I  Your  immense  wealth,' 
ur  untarüisbcd,  your  princcly  namc,  was  (o 
come  Ihe  heirdonl  of  an  uodcslgnatod  strenget'. 
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I  soD  «f  obs'curitjr — petiiAps  or 
guilt !  ImagiDe,  my  lord  (alas  !  you  nor  auglil 
humaa  evcr  caa  imagioe),  (be  migbty  strufigle« 
of  i»y  deceit-limcd  soul  dnria^  tiie  piofre^isiTe 
iiltituile  Dt'  your  ofi'cred  lionoarg;  and  leani.ob! 
learn  wilb  pity,  Uie  added  chaius  of  force  hj 
nliicli  I  was  secrethj  withheld  froin  ncc«pliii; 
them.  Stern  cotmcience  interposed,  tadeedi,  * 
Iwo-fold  bai  lo  my  compliance;  )*ul  H<^  I 
Heavenly  Justiccr,  w}io  iiiflicted  my  retribi 
tonnents,  kuows  tliat  my  alUged  objcctioö  t 
4be  accoptauce  of  your  gloriouB  oßißrs  ci'eigke<l 
JB  ths  balanco  of  rejecUon  h«avy.  evea  w  H 
vAUh  wds  conctakd.  B«t  Um  coaOiol>| 
bataiMforceä*!;  017  Ufe  i»  Üut  forfcM  1 
<dis«üiMdatiou.  I  c«u  DO  Itwger  esttt  vit 
irapoftftnt  «ecrct  oa  tny  mai.aor  c 
out  disclosing  i(. 

Vet,  «b !  isy  gracitMM  Jord,  it  awtlij  oecds 
Art  i»y  ipelo^oent  p«n,  my  feeble  «djwtitiottf,  1« 
JMS«.  Itt  iad«e«  you  oot  to  agaio  ca^  Httarif 
dewjB  tl)«  B»biKi  rovJJi  wfaom  yoBr  owa  afwrtwe 
ham)  bm  ied  up  (9  tii«  Tery  twaiviH  «f  ß«ceetf|_ 
iet  Jus  detkCCMt,   at  l€«st,  bt  gntdiw) ;  j 
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hie;  wid  vrcil  I  kttow  thut  Efdenm'ii  cMiddci 
unilcr  tbc  pressure  of  ininfortune  will  provehofi' 
iporthy  lie  wns  of  proKperity !  And  non,  (arn- 
w^,»y  honoured  lord  ;  much  Tenerated  parent 
of  iny  beftrt's  first  fatal  love,  farewell  1  And 
th^  length  of  days,  restorcd  peace,  and  hoarly 
increasing  bonours,  inay  lie  your"«,  is,  in  ttic 
arlicle  uf  deatb,  the  fervent  prayer  of 

Blanciik  G«mbz. 

Tow«ff4s  nigbnaU,  tlio  good  Supcitor  of 
St.  Beoedict,  follwved  by  the  Couiit  He  Xi- 
wenc»,  hi«  GstfiUa,  herfct4(rv«d  C»rt«s,  and  die 
CitiUiM  Leo«,  proceeded  to  (be  Clia|>el  of  tiie 
GlM)e,«4Km  (bo  pioue  pnest  raid  a.  maM  ihr 
tbe  Bttols  of  ab«  dv^ited  «f  former  4ay8 ;  Mfl«r 
wbidi,  »y  «titod  in  ^ay^rs  fer  tbe  Mst  M'^m 
dccply  penitent  and  long  Knäeriqg  Blaucb«'; 
while  tears  of  minglcd  pity>  gratitudc,  aod  re- 
spcct,  embalmed  the  memory  of  that  erring 
,  hut  estimable  woman,  those  of  De  Xitoenes 
wcre  Ungcd  with  peculiar  bittemess,  a^  be  la- 
mentcd  ths  faeavy  fate  of  ono  wbose  injuries,  be 
feared,  still  weighcd  down  the  souJ  of  bis  an- 
faappy  son  from  hcaven.     Tbeir  pious  vespera 
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endod,  Carlos  oaraesüy  reqaesied 
perruission  tavisit  thc  cottagc  of  pntemal  sor- 
Tovf,  and  sharc  Ihc  mournl'at  vigil  ofhisearl}' 
bcnefactor,  Ihe  veoeÄlilQ  GoDiez,  and,  sanction- 
ed  also  hy  tbe  consent  of  her  regained  pareot, 
Estfllla  preparet]  to  a<xompany  thc  (ender  pur- 
pose  of  her  aon ;  when  the  farewells  of  Ihe  deepljr 
motancholf  party  were  stiddeDly  intemiptcd  by 
fearful  hollow  groans,  which,  at  short  Ititemth, 
broko  loud  and  awfully  upon  the  8tartl«d  vax  et 
night.  Atthosti  Sounds  ofangnish,  whkt]  ira^r 
nfst,  aflerso  long  aperiodofpefico and  sennitv, 
iOTadcd  Ihe  aanchiary  bonght  by  honottr,  byrJr 
tee's  martyrdom,  and  piety'fl  benodictioas,  «11 
AC&rted  aghast— alltrombled ;  bat,  soon  i«s«aioR 
ftitthndc,  thcy  isaucd,  bcnring;  lamps,  forlfa  fnm 
flic  Chapcl,  to  ascCTtain  Ihe  cause  frora  wfienre 
Aldr  alarm  prorccdcd. 
■-«"" 
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-  X  MAN  linbilcd  ]iko  &  Pilgrim  lay  exleadc^ 
^Mi'ür«  U)o  vrosses  of  the  Glade ;  liu  cyes  «lerfl 
utoaed,  aotl  bc  seemed  to  brcalhe  no  longcj', 
l>ou  Carlos  iustantly  raiäcd  ood  bore  thc  iii&ei^-; 
wto  üliject  to  tbe  sltoUcr  of  the  Cbapel:  and 
Leon  hastcDed  to  tlic  licriuitagc  for  some  re- 
ttoratires,  wliich  Estella  dlrected  hiiu  where  to 
God,  while  she  bathed  the  templcs  of  Ibe  Pilgriu 
with  cold  oud  limpid  watcr:  signs  of  rcturning 
animatioD  were  Boon  oxliibited  by  (bo  sub^ct  oC 
ber  humane  cares,  and  IjCOii,  having  relumpd 
with  tbe  rcady  speed  of  uopurcbased  kindness, 
pKvailed  upon  tbe  poor  mau,  wbo  was  now  able 
to  Sit  up,  to  Ewallow  a  small  cup  of  a  gencrous 
cordial,  which  soon  pctfcctcd  bis  rcstoraüon  (o 
reason,  and  gare  also  temporary  ease,  as  he 
acknowledged,  to  the  agonizing  internal  pain 
which  had  occasioDcd  bis  sivoon. 


I 


\46 

Bot  tliore  rcmained  a  ghasüy  IWidnosä  on  bU 
skia,  a  shrunkea  csprcssion  ia  evcry  suflcrJQg- 
wnru  fcaturc,  and  a  glazedness  ia  his  deoply 
suok  eycs,  whicb  sUenÜy  wamcd  tho  expcri- 
enced  observcrs  tbat  tlie  Pilgrim  rapidly  ap- 
proachcd  tho  boura  of  all  mortal  travcl:  thc 
BufTerer  needed  not  to  be  apprised  of  bis  condi- 
tion  by  hia  fellow  beings ;  thero  was  aa  internal 
horald  wbich  imperiODsIy  announced  hU  fasLap- 
proacbing  doom.  "  I  am,"  said  he,  io  a  boUow 
voice,  "unwortby  to  die  (more  cspeci^ly  hh- 
confessed)  in  this  holy  place.  I  had  not  £u  to 
Iravel  to  thc  castio  Da  Ximeoes,  wbose  aotieiil 
lord,  as  I  bave  heard  during  my  pilgrimage,  is 
still  alive ;  for  I  have  a  disciosure  tu  make  asd 
acbargc  to  render  up  nhicb  it  macb  com 
htm  to  hcar  aud  to  receiv«.  From  thei 
would,  had  uature  so  tax  bave  bcld  out, 
dragged  my  trembling  limbs  to  the  Monastery 
uf  St.  Benedict,  to  implore  thc  over  tneiciful 
Spiritual  as  well  as  temporal  aids  of  the  charch, 
or,  failing  in  my  purpose,  the  charity  of  the  lord 
ofthe  domaJQ  would  doubtless  have  bronglrt 
tlicm  to  OD  cxpiring  peDitent." 

"  Ncillicr  your  mission  or  your  solema 
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will  remain  incomplotc,"  said  the  surprisedn 
o(  EsIcUa,  advaocing   füll   bcforc  thc   Pilgrim. 
"  I  am  the  Connt  de  Ximenes,  aod  yon  boly 
man  is  d»e  Snperior  of  the  Monastery  of  St.  Bo-  , 
flodict." 

"  Blessed  be  beavea !"  exclaimed  Üie  Pil^rim, 
"  for  its  good  raercics  extcaded  toward  an  ua- 
worthy  sinner.  Let  all  rclirc,  noble  Sir,  save 
yoUTself  aad  tbat  boly  falber  and  sister  of  the 
cbnrch;  and  I  will,  if  bcavon  stops  not  shait 
my  ^U(y  breatb>  rcTcal  thc  sius  wbich  load  my 
blottcd  sonl." 

Don  Carlos,  having  consolted  the  eyes  uf  hia 
grandfatiier,  instantly  rctired,  and  was  followed 
by  Leon;  tben  botween  many  long  and  painfiil 
pauses,  the  PUgrim,  in  a  low  bat  articulale 
voice,  repcated  tbe  following  particulars,  of 
which  the  Coant  de  Ximenes  oiado  notes,  while  ' 
the  Snperior  strovc  to  sootbe  him  with  hopcs  of 
dirinc  mercy ;  and  Estella,  supporting  the  liead 
of  thc  penitent,  bathcd  from  time  to  time  bis 
temples  with  an  odorous  liquid,  or  moisteticd  bis 
parched  Ups  witti  a  cool  and  reviving  syrnp. 
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The  Pilcrim's  Story. 
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I  .^tHyDame  is  Sebastian  de  Firendez ;  my  I 
mily,  tfaoDgb  but  ntw  clirisUnDs,  nere  all  tnic 
beltevers,  and,  save  my  wrctched  sei£,  ornn- 
taintcd  honuur.  I  was  tbe  only  and  mach  be- 
lovod  child  ol'  my  fatlior,  wbo  was  vvry  rieh,  and 
livfid  in  great  Inxury  and  splendour  at  Madrid. 
My  educalioD  was,  as  may  bo  readily  beUcmcd, 
not  Df  g^ected,  iieither  was  my  most  tririal  wish 
evcr  restraiücd ;  I  thercfore,  being  of  stroagpa» 
sions  and  asanguine  temperameot,  profitingleos 
Iban  I  ougbt  to  have  done  by  the  great  axpcose 
lavished  on  my  improvemeut,  plunged,  ere  1  baii 
BCttTcely  reached  manhood,  into  evcry  speciesof 
dissipation  and  Jicentiousness,  and  finally  broke 
botb  my  parenls'  epiriLs  and  heailsby  my  frantk 
coarae  of  pToliigacy.  Fof  an  iuterval,  and  ia* 
deed  but  a  shorLone,  aftcr  tbeii  dcatbs,  my  equI 
Hau  awakencd  to  regret  and  remorse ;  bat  ge> 
nuine,  hopefui,  lasting  lepentance  i&  aeldom  Ib« 
fcuit  of  exten»ve,  of  irreparable  siu,  and  lo 
deaden  tbe  lormenting  vigiüugs  of  my  goaded 
conscience,  1  rushcd  into  a  firesb  vortex.  of  os- 
lentalious  extravagance  and  libertine  excess. 
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"  After  a  fcw  years  of  iniamons  indolgencci 
I  badcompletelyannihilateJeveryvestigeol' cre- 
dit as  well  RS  fortunc  ;  and  from  bcin^  a  dnpe,  I 
Bow  commenced  a  sharpcr  and  a  gambler.  But 
detection  and  dis^race  soon  fo)lowed,  like  Iiell- 
doßs,  the  track  of  m;  critncs ;  and  tnore  than 
eeveateen  yeant  since  I  Öed  from  Madrid  to- 
wardstlie  sca  coast,  resolved,  and  indeed  cum* 
pelled,  by  my  ncceESities  and  enormitics,  to 
leavc  my  nativo  land  for  cvcr,  and  seek  a  new 
and  Strange  sborc  for  the  scene  of  future  dopre-> 
dations.  Mounted  on  a  flect  horse,  I  jonrneyed 
wilh  all  possiUle  expedition,  and  had  rcnch«d 
fevon  thus  far  on  my  way,  when,  near  th«  very 
■pot  wherc  yon  tall  ctossfs  rccord  tbo  feaifnl 
history  of  somewfaat  moro  rccont  crimes,  two 
ficrc«  and  armed  lobbers,  rusbing  from  th* 
(bicket  which  screens  this  holy  cdificc,  stopped 
tny  borse,  and  seizcd  and  Uirew  meto  the  gjound  ; 
tbey  thcn,  with  horrid  imprecations  and  deadly 
Ibroats,  to  ovorawc  roy  already  «navaUingre- 
•Istancc,  proceeded  to  sccaremy  %reapons,  and 
th«  lilUe  spccie  and  fcw  valuables  with  which 
ny  aaislcr  arU  had  furnished  mc. 

"  Having   contpicted  the  Bpoliation  of  my 
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cpared  lo  de- 


oigl^ard  me&ns,  they  dcliberatety  prepan 
privcmcofray  last  wretchcd  posscssion,  my 
wortblcss  Ufo :  I  tendcred  it  too  lightly  to  wisb 
to  be  indebtcd  for  so  vile  a  favoar  to  still  viler 
doaors,  and  stillcnly  and  sücntly  waited  Ihal 
half-desircd  dismission  n-hich  thcir  poinled  sti- 
Icttos  thrcatcned ;  whea  Üie  sudden  arrival  o( 
auothcr  of  tbo  party,  nho  Beemcd  to  be  its 
Icadcr,  changed  tbo  coloar  of  my  destiny.  Ttus 
last  comci  expressed  hia  approbation  of  tbe  foi- 
litudo  with  wbich  1  cntpTtaincd  my  daDgeraus 
conditioD,  a  fortitudo  of  remorsclcss  despaiTinü 
guilt,  which  to  bis  cqually  irapious  mint!  ap- 
pcarcd  mcritorious  couragc  ;  and  hc  intcrposed 
ia  my  behalf  with  bis  comrades,  reminding 
thcm  of  thc  scantiness  of  their  band,  whirh 
Üic  cross,  thc  whcci,  and  tho  ^llies,  had  ^e^Üy 
thinncd ;  aiid,  again  advcrting  to  tho  hardiacss 
of  my  deportmcnt,  proposed  that  I  shonld  havc 
Iho  alternative,  agninst  iDSlaot  death,  of  cn- 
listing  iü  thcir  scrricc  oflcrod  to  my  acreptancc: 
my  captors  agrecd  to  the  Suggestion  of  tbrlr 
ehicf,  and,  thc  weakncsBof  self-prescrvaliont»' 
ttirning,  |  conscntcd  to  purchase  lifo  altlwn 
of  ctcrnal  salvatiou. 


'^Tbew  wrctchesbcld  tbcir  priocipai  rcsortia  . 
a  cavcof  ainouDtaia  coDsJdcraljly  distant  from 
the  spot  ou  wbich  tbey  liad  assaullcd  me,  aod 
I  remained  a  prisoner  in  tbcir  belliäh  abode  aome  , 
few  days  ;  after  wbich  period,  bcing  deemed  snf- 
ficicDtly  initiated,  I  pronied  in  tbeir  society.aod 
assifited  al  tbe  sacking  of  many  a  bapless  way< 
farer,  but  ocver  conseotcd  tu  dip  my  haoda  in 
blood:  Ihe  eordidacss  of  tbeir  rapine,  not  lass  , 
than  tbe  cmelty  with  wbicb  tbey  cffccted  i(,  an- 
noyed  tlio  effetninacy  of  my  own  wickedncss. 
Vice  aud  crime,  uoarraycd  in  tbe  specJous  and 
scductivo  vesture  of  clegance  and  luxury,  I  had 
been  unaccustomed  to  contemplate ;  tbe  fieice 
and  loatfafiome  featares  of  andisguiaed  guilt  at 
oncc  tetrified  and  disgusted  my  soul;  and  I  in- 
nately  resolrcd  to  seizo  tbe  first  eligiblo  oppor- 
tunity  of  escaping  fiom  my  abhorrcd  professioo, 
and  still  more  abboired  aasociates.  But  some 
little  Urne  elapsed  ere  a  probability  of  effecüng 
my  dcsired  purpose  occurrcd :  mcanwbile,  tbe 
more  cfiectaally  to  secure  tbo  success  of  my  de- 
sign,  I  began  to  affect  an  unusual  predilectioQ 
■  far  our  mode  of  life,  and  failed  not  beside,  on 
iBTcry  occasion,  to  separately  possess  my  com- 
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nidofl  ivjUiftbelief  of  mpenlira  devbUantf^Z 
individiial  ititorusU.  Timf>,  at  Icn^h«  iwtf 
MoVily  lo  iBT  c»gGmUbes.  brought  on    tic'id»- 

.  4llred  eiitancipation.i  ilk)-!««.   v.iii>'>1v  ^' 

"i'>^*Tlic  throe  baüditti  IUv)iig''-oilec*vcBnr'aM 
fbrth  Oll  u  previoasly  piAniied  luedatory  «xgbi- 
Klon,  1,  in  turn,  was  led  Üia  host  and  gnanj  ot' 
our  riehly  epoil-lioardcd  cave ;  and,  tbo  moiBeBt 
1  thouglit  my  teil  companions  had  retired  lo  u 
soffictcnt  distance,  I  commeoCed  prepanUians 
for  my  flieht,  by  selectiug  from  oar  joiotdepv 
sftory  a  certain  »um  of  specie  not  greally  ex- 
Cerding  Ihat  of  wliicli  1  had  been  origiaaily 
(thindered  by  tlKm,  aud,  proTidiog  myactf  also 
'Witb  a  hantln^  bottlc  of  tlio  best  wrine  and  afew 
Maitcbcts,  I  ilirew  over  my  niiolc  person  a  laigc 
dark  roquelaur«,  which  had  beea  the  i)rDpGit|'<ot' 
Boine  otber  Inckleff«  traveller,  and  ba&tened  fottli 
from  tfafi  cave  to  gain  an  asylum,  wliicb  i  lud 
beibre  discovered  by  an  accident  wbicb  I  alialt 
Mow  proceed  to  r«late.  Somo  tirae  previotuiy 
to  my  escapc,  I  was  seDtby  tlie  depredators,  as 
tteltig  a  new  f'aco,  and  l^or^ore  legji  obnbxioiis 
lo  Hu^picion,  to  the  bamlot  dopcadont  on  the 
rasite  De  Ximcuos    io    pureliuMi    prov-tsioDs: 
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Btmcjr  with.  admiration  bjr  thc  spko^  *itki 

tecture  af  thut  uolilc  ptlc,  I  sunroycd  its  wliult^ 

oxterior  most  alteotively,  and   theu  etra;cd   tu 

tho  gloumy  desolated  edlQce  calied  tl»  Com 

<Nicg;ra,  whioh  is  sitoatcd  in  Ute  ncinily  Dfthe 

Castle ;  and  baTio;  also,  (rom   motivcs  oC  cu- 

riosity,  ronoded  that  dteary  mansioUf  to  wliich 

appcrtained,  as  I  judßod  from  Um  cirCilU  of  ils 

ivy-mantlcd  gardco-tralid,  a  cousideralile ejtlcnl 

of  grooDd,!  tooktny  way  Ibrougb  the  richfields 

«rbicb  mrrounded  \t  towards  cur  cavo.    Tbc 

heatof  tbc   day   was   cxceäsivo,  and,   pausiog 

■  Dcar  a  ^oatbefd  wbo  sat  bcneatb  tbe  sbadowof 

a  lar^  trec,  watcbing  bis  flock,  L  rcl'resbed  my- 

BßVi  &ainthocoiiieiit5  ol'  tbc  basket  witb  vibwii. 

1  wa»  loaded.     SolUude  ufleu    ItegcU ,  Btruacc 

fcUowships:  ray  diaguisewaä  (bat  oC  apctuant. 

.and  tiie  siniple  andgamilous  BWain  raadily.eu- 

:  teroJ  into  a  oonvcrsalion  whicft  my   exjcitäd^oi- 

■'  liosity  Baoo  tarne d  upou  tbeHubjuct  oftlie  iiün- 

vKted   pilc  whicb    &o^vQed    io  sombrs   inajufy 

t-jbofora  Qs. 

rii  ''Tbe  Caiäa  Ntegra  'was,  he  said,  a  fosifnl, 
diainal  abodc,  bannte d  by  foul  licndä  aod  on- 
quict  »iiiribi,-  And  Jiud   für  a^vä.  rciaaiiwtl ,  un- 
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Icnantcil  of  mort»!  dnellcnt,  tili  tho  present  aal 
Coont  do  Ximencs  had  mado  it  thc  pfisoinboaM 
of  hin  only  heir,  a  boaatif  d1  yoang  msid,  triwhii 
lovod  at  his  cotnmaud,  and  was  now  aeotesced 
to  Uiat  dircful  puniahmcnt  only  becauae  it 
coDid  not,  at  bU  pleasure,  unlovo  again  b 
afi&ancod  loid :  tho  carie  theo  rapidly  reheanfi 
n  lon^  striog  of  absurd  legf»ds  rcspocliiig  UM ' 
horrors  whicb,  in  tho  olden  UmeSr  bad  beet 
acted  in  that  anful  structare,  and  tfae  Tan«)S 
furms  and  soonds  of  fear  wiüi  which  it  baderai 
down  to  tlic  present  times  remained  infeotcd ;  ud, 
rising  from  bis  g^rassy  soat,  and  Walking  a  (ew 
paccs  from  it,  Iie  pointed  out  to  my  notice  b  lo» 
cavemona  arch  of  masoary  wbich  was  sank  cun- 
sidcrably  bcyond  tbe  surface  of  tbe  grcon  swanl, 
and  all  ovcrgcown  with  briars,  bratnbles,  and 
rank  wccds.  Tbis,  bo  said,  was  thc  repotnl 
uvonue  by  which  tbe  unoarthly  visitants  of  the 
Casa  Nie^a  passed  to  and  fro  from  tbcir  foul 
resort;  and  added,  that,  nben  he  was  sobk 
ycnrs  youn^er,  bcing  simpler  and  less  caatiooi 
than  he  bad  now  becomc,  be  bad,  having  miss^ 
une  of  hisgoats  who  was  of  a  most  advcDlaroiu 
disposition,  vcntared  to  force  bis  vray  into  tlw 
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n^'  and  crawl  along  it  Cor  a  faw  yarda,  ia  " 
iopos  to  dUcover  tbc  roTer ;  Inil  had  seen  a  bricht 
od  HiunlDg  Hgbt  righl  bcfore  him,  wbich  so  cod- 
uQDdcd  aod  hoiriäed  bis  seDaes>that  he  nooder- 
d  he  had  not  died  in  tfaat  frightfol  labyrmth. 
iL  Benedict,  wbose  ald  be  invoked,  bad  how- 
verleolhtm  strengtbtoextiicate  bimsclf;  'and 

would  not  (conclodcd  tbe  carle)  so  mnch  aa 
iccp  into  it  again  for  all  tbe  trcaaures  of  Pera.' 

"  1  ooquin>d  tbc  time  of  day  at  wfaicb  be  had 
eoo  tho  light  wbicb  had  so  macb  alaimed  bim, 
md  also  compared  tbc  posiüoD  of  tbe  cavemous 
ircb  witb  tbe  Situation  of  tlic  Casa  Nicgra,  from 
rhich  it  was  not  too  far  distant  to  dittprove  tbe 
irobabtlity  ufitstieing  a  subtenaneoas  passag«f 
>r  porbaps,  as  was  not  uncDslomary  in  tbc  coa- 
itractioa  of  antient  bnildings,  it  bad  been  oti- 
;ina]ly  desi^ed  to  scrre  as  an  extensive  wator- 
:ourso  from  tbe  cascades  or  foantains  of  its  once 
loble  garden;  atall  evcnts,  1  litÜc  doabted  bat 
t  was  tbe  blazc  of  mcridian  day  again  visible  at 
be  cxtremiljr  of  tbe  passage  wbicb  bad  so  grcally 
iificonccrted  tbc  couragc  of  tho  comrouaicaliva 
;oatbcrd ;  and,  Ihas  bclicving,  detcrniincd,  at  a 
jiropcr opportanity,  to  mysclf  oxplore  itä  socrcls . 


dnaifjotanef,  i  «fao«Id  bave  fouBd' tbe^iiarf- 
veynnce  of  »  lorch  or  lainp  difficnit,  if  not  aho. 
gether  impracticable.  At  the  brink  of  tlic  kl* 
dcous  abyss  I  iavolanüiiily  panscd:  the  hmr, 
tke  daikaess,  tbo  borrora  <ritb  wbich  ita  tery 
Mune  was  miested,  all  exerted  tbdr  baman 
tbraldom  over  my  sbodderina  beart :  olber,  und 
pte-liaps  jttster,  causes  of  alarm  also  assaiJed 
UM ;  I  dreaded  the  probabiiity  of  eBcouaterlog 
ik  tay  drcary  path  tbe  6erce  robber  of  the  fold 
marlia;  orer  Uis  blood>wcl(eted  prey,  or  noxi- 
aoK  rcptilcs  scarcely  Icsri  deadly  Ihan  faiinsclf; 
and  wislied,  atleast,  tobarc  äred  ofToae  of  my 
pbtols,  as  Ibe  precarsor  of  my  approacfa;  bat 
my  luiuwiedge  of  the  tell-tale  ccho«s,  nbicli  in 
that  dreary  Spot  vrere  ever  waiting  to  reveibcrate 
with  tenfold toD^ue  IbostigbtcstsouDd.reiKlcred 
me  cauttoiis  of  hazarding  the  dEuigcrousattempt^ 
Still  I  hovered  relnctant  about  the  desccnt^  tili 
the  dlätant  bot  too  well  recognised  wbieUe  of 
my  batcfal  companiona  saddcoly  decided  my 
wavering  reiMslves.  I  plougcd  iato  Die  morky 
den,  from  wbence  would  to  heaven  I  bad  nevor 
moro  umergcd ! — it  contained  nought  &o  feil,  so 
fiearfulj  as  myself;  and  I  soou  again  saw  tba 
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bricht    Inmp  of  beavcn,  whicli,  stispendi 
sort  and  Iranquil  majcnty,  sbed  wide  ber  sUverr 
benms. 

"AscendJDg  l'rom  Üie  dank  cliannel  of  tfae 
foantain,  Itravcrsed  with  noiselcss  fooUall  tJie 
deeply  ^rass-growo  wolks  of  tiie  garden,  but 
was  sometimcs  necessitated  to  cnt  ny  vnj 
Ihrougb  ita  narrowest  paths,  across  which  tiic 
commixing  branches  of  various  and  long  nndiwi- 
plined  rc^tation  bad  formed  leafy  labyrintiis  of 
sbadc  almost  iinperrious  to  thc  ligbt,  aadex- 
cccdingly  difficalt  of  egress;  bot  hy  Ibeassist- 
ance  which  my  stiictto  alTorded  mc,  I  «scaped 
front  thosc  vordant  cntaoglemcnts  to  tbc  man 
opcn  part  of  thc  gfarden  :  tbe  moon,  tbcn  at  ks 
füllest  growth,  affordcd,  as  I  bad  prcvioadj 
calculated,  ample  light  to  guide  me  to  tlie  shelttf 
ätill  olTered  by  a  rango  of  half-ruinated  ctoistecs, 
which  I  had  observed,  in  my  previous  Visit,  had 
originaliy  rnn  tbe  whole  leagth  of  tfao  back  front 
of  tbo  Ca9a  Nicgra,  in  which  there  appeared  not 
one  window,  nor  conld  I,  at  ärst,  discover  any 
traces  of  a  door  by  which  the  garden  conM 
cver  havc  bcen  entercd  from  tbc  house ;  >i 
cuiiistaiicc  which  nppeared  cxtrcmely  sinj 
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tili,  oo  a  closor  inspcction,  I  disccmcd  in  Ihc 

ccntrc  of  Üie  back  front  traccs  of  a  somewhat 
ligliter-coloured  masonry  tlian  that  of  which  the 
eüiHcc  wosgcnerally  constructcd,  whicfaplainly 
pointed  out  tbe  outlioes  of  a  large  door  seem- 
ingiy  long  since  built  up ;  for  an  immense  almond 
trce  bad  rearcd  itself  beforoit,  wbich  beingnow, 
by  tbe  autamnal  galea,  divested  of  a  portion 
ef  ita  latc  luxttriant  bonours,  disclosed  a  secret, 
which,  oo  my  first  visit  to  tlte  garden,  they 
hadiiDperriously  concealed.  From  eilhccside 
of  this  Irec,  cloisters  painted  in  the  arabcsqnc 
style  bad  branchcd  out  tbe  whole  Icngtb  of  the 
building,  and  a  part  of  this  erection,  which  still 
retaincd  its  leaded  rooting,  proroised  a  no  unac- 
ceptable  shelter  from  the  dcw  wbicb  bad  long 
been  desccnding,  and  with  which  my  clothes 
wcre  alrcady  damp,  and  my  blood  chilled. 
With  Borae  difficulty  I  removed  a  fragment  of 
one  of  the  brokon  marblo  pcdestals,  which  had 
probably  been  formerly  designcd  to  support 
orange-tree  tubs  or  urns  of  flowcrs,  to  a  morc 
eligible  sitnalion,  and,  wrappiug  myscif  ap 
«loäely  in  my  roqaelaare,  I  sat  down,  and  pre- 
.rod  to  yield  Lo  Üie  iavtlations  of  sliuobcr. 
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"  Tho  midnight  hour  b«d  just  sotu 
Uie  ivall,  a  fuw  [laccs  front  mc,  sccmcd  to  oprti, 
and  B  tall  ligurc  ol  a  wuman,  cloUied  iaislulch 
and  bearing  a  lomp,  iäsuod  l'rom  Ute  Dpait^i))/ 
Xou,  CouDt  de  Ximcnes,  wbo  have  &naüf)iKgd 
youTself  Üie  Lord  oi  tbc  Domain,  aad  doubfififf 
arc  well  ocquiüntod  wih  .tbe  situatioQ  af  % 
eloisterä,  and  Ihe  iiopraclicabilUy  of  Ibo  blocj^ 
Jip, portal,  will  aot  coofound  tkat  wifi^  Ü/fi  ^gjf 
«f,,whicb  tbc  ügurc  aypeared;  itt.was,  üi.,^^ 
tnnsidembty  distant  fiom  it;  Uie  b^pk|.^^,;|^ 
^iise  wELü,  as  I  have  bpfo|e  i^d.  .paint^ii^ 
bigh  aa  tbe  clojsters  roached;  ,a^^  OQLjtWf 
JUiui^tes  bcforc  I  bad  passedmy  .Itaiid  ov«tllie 
SJIi^Qptb  glasy  surface  of  the  very  plac«  ftom 
gEhipb  tlie  Qppearance  dow  glided  !  I  Cell  nif 
jl^Jjfi^tlß  (fs  .1  gazed  upou  it,  and  tbt;  nh^lr 
j^l^  of  evidcnce  in  Xavoar  of  Ibe  ogcmy  ol' 
aj^isite  nished  over  my  mcraory.  I  remaioe^ 
u)^^t,  niotionless,  scarcely  breathing;  cvciy 
,settsf  sceming  lost  or  concenlrated  in  Ü)«)^ 
^i^n  ooly  ! 

,.|f)';.Tb,c  figiirc  remaincd  for  some  time  upit) 
,iij^  3fld  pointing  the  lanip  strfti£hJ,fo5y(jj 
,tfH''4,^')'y  ,it  tiiTOfdj  nnd,gUdc(jt  uß  ,U)J 


I 


m 

jpVtet:  nHifW  I  <nt.  An  Mdumtfen  effi 
1  hplicvf,  C-icnpöd  mc,  for  tbc  form  starte«*, 
dttercd  somc  harsh  dissonant  sonods,  and  !et 
fUl  tlio  laAp,  which  was  not,  hovr^vcr,  cxtio- 
ig!tilrii«d.  I  snatcbed  it  Instanlly  ttp,  Kar  my 
conrafc  wns  natdrnlly  rcstored  by  lliat  pronf 
of  Ihc  corrcsponding  wealtness  of  hnmanily 
■wliicb  the  rmagincd  spirit  had  just  exhibitcd, 
and,  hoMing  iip  thfe  lamp,  saw  n  luxuriantly 
fonned  fbmale,  yomg:,  and  not  nnbandsomc, 
clotltcd  in  a  slight  night  drcss,  biit  hernecV, 
arms,  cars,  and  licnd,  adorn^d  nitb  preciotiii 
cbaifls  and  Clusters  of  sparkling  diamonds. 

*'  Stic  now  removed  a  white  mantle  which  hun* 
difer  what,  on  her  nearer  approach,  I  had  bc- 
lievcd  to  bc  a  large  bniidle ;  and  T  discovcrcd, 
wlth  increa^cd  snrpriso,  tliat  her  burthen  con- 
sisted  of  ä  beautiful  sleeping  boy,  secuiiugly 
ninc  or  ten  months  old.  The  little  aiigel  rc- 
maincd  in  UDdistuibcd  tcposc,  and  thc  youn^ 
fcmate,  who,  affer  thc  cxprcssion  of  her  Arst 
surprisc  rathcr  than  alarm  had  coDÜnucd  en- 
Lirely  at  her  case,  niadc  several  comic  and  higbly 
expressive  gestures,  by  which  sho  acotncd  to 
intimalc  higb  säti^raction  at  my  an  iincxp^rtcd  ' 
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dlscoilc^Ml^ 


ddflipälty,'  Hut  ap{MRVed  somewhai  dlscoilc^ 
wheti  slifl  cöiild  not  againdiscovcr  thc  lueans  by 
vrbich  shü  had  entered  (ito  cloisters,  tbe  secret  dodi 
(Amt  BDcb  it  doubtlesa  was)  havin^  tmu^dintel; 
treolo9ed  by  a  sprin«^,  whicb  I,  its  well  as  ten^, 
foond  itntterijr  Impossibleto  find;  neith«r  coulä 
tbe  closeat  acrutiay  of  eye  or  band  detect  the 
apethire  it  giiarded.  My  extraordinär)-  com- 
^fwaion  sooa,  bowever,  appeared  to  hävecDÖte- 
ly  forgotten  tbe  temporary  chagrin  wbich  Ibis 
distresBiBg  circumstance  had  occasioited  to  ber, 
Atiil  gave  way  (o  a  strain  of  wild  and  unmaoMred 
mfrtb:  sbe  langlied  violontly,  suag  in  barsh  loitIM 
and  Uninteltigible  HTtitinlatioa,  danced,  and  «I 
ped  her  Itnnds,  the  size  aod  colour  of  wfaich  si 
od  to  bint  tbat  tfacy  wcre  deck^d  nith  i 
tnttiaftf  adornments ;'  and,  as  if  inoro  t)frongl| 
«ufoiee  thfs  pröbability,  slic  paused  repedttl 
ia'horaiiticä,  to  display  thoro  fnlly  hct  ontamenCt 
M  'my  iospection.  &he  imrastcncd  tbe  Heb  links 
oT  jfvwels  whicb  sbe  worc,  aiid  lieM  (bem  deli^bt- 
cd(y  iip  to  niy  eycs,  and  then  motioncd,  tfaat  I 
Hhouid  agaln  replace  thera  on  bor  arms  aWl 
bbseio.    ■  I"         ■-■• 

"  I  TBJniy  «fl^iw6nMd4ti^«kitei^teW  d 


shtottte 
nd«ldH 


■väA  her  ia  my  nalivc  tooguet  aod  ( 
giiiJaK  äbe  miglit  l>c  a  (orei^ner,  addrc-.säed  ber  ia 
frCDcii  and  Italian.  Equally  iiaäucc€8«lul  ia 
Qbtaimag  an  articnlate  reply  in  those  lutgaagt» 
BS  in  Sponisb,  I  at  lengtb  becatue  cODvinced 
4tiat  sho  eilhei  would  notor  coiiiif  oot  speak; 
aad,  desifitiog  from  fortfaoT  aUenpts  ol  ratiotial 
iaterc^fine^  permitted  mjs^lf  bi  be,  bjr  (onM^ 
Ah»  ^ageat.  .pr  i  <h»i  limW,^  ^hw^  BUyfal  mtmmn 

«WOlWi/  -.■■.•.*-.  -.-.i.-..;,...,!  .■;  ,■...-.)  -1 
,  "  KiRbt,  solitudc,  and  oahire,  at  Icogth  b«gaa 
itu  Ulf  m;  bltiod  aad  qoickca  my  paJse,  aitil  I 
offered  to  clasp  Uie  midoj^ht  wandcTer  in  nif 
ams :  bat  tnodesty  bad  aot  neglocted  to  o^aot 
bei  da«  tributc  of  Ibe  pooi  natutal,  whoa^ 
cbeeJif,  by  tnnis,  leddeacd  and  grcw  »bite  at 
my  freedoms.  Tbis  silent  but  expressive  rer 
pfoof  served  bot  to  blo«  more  stroDgty  mj 
rcbcliiouB  fires :  1  ventured  to  prees  faci  bosom^ 
wbeOi  UytBg  tbo  infaut  sbc  bad  aBiformly  bonif 
in  her  arms  upon  ÜiO  cloistcr's  pavcmcot,  whil« 
licr  bitbtrlo  incxprcssiTc  eycs  lifbtcocd  witbtlia 
fires  of  affionted  cbaatity,  idic  threw  hcrscAf 
iiito  an  attitude  whicb  imaged  ber  rosolvait« 
iQttBt  my  »riutlon  advaoces  by  dint  of  blaws. 
M  2 
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esion,  iMl^B 


.,;f',](IO|Mng  tu  lenify  b«T iato  «uboiiesion,  1 
^rew  rny  ütiloUo,  wbich  l  prcseoted  to  lier  Üve^Li 
jtto^  tbe  uctiou  oiüy  cxciled  afroeU  lier  ire,  ^ 
iioiiaated  tbe  nerve  of  bcrdefeaco..  >Vilbri£er 
ful  crics  siiG  ruslieil  lipon  me^  aod,  anintiwid&tad 
ifg,  lim  ia&mäHty  of  Uie  contoiit,  atruggiQd  '>o 
vr^St  tlie  slittering  woapon  IJraio  .i^ty  grasp: 
s))ß  ^acccedcd  in  gnppliag  Üie<  hilt,  ^nd  ww, 
liy  n&turc  as  well  as  pas^on,  so  uncoauiKHilT 
Btrong,  as  tu  prove,  iu  reaUty,  Jtot  lüie  «anr 
ti;q)pU)i]c  oppoaent  1  had  nt  first  C4MkCcu-edlK^ 
ifif^Tg  particfüarly  as  I  rcstrainedj,  in.»  V^^l 
^asui«,  juy  owu  fitrcngth,  in  ordsr  liy  IÜi«;<  j^| 
tit^:UiM)  of  oiu  content  tiie  morc  eflectwüljr^to 
äxliqust,  bcr'fi.  Quickly  perceiviog  lier.MM* 
giftary  advaotagc,  sbc  u^^ed  lier  wholo  tof«p  Id 
pieserv^  it,  and  actually  obtained  possossioQ  of 
Ifte  süli;lU>,  which  she  instanÜy  auiLe4  at  my 
brcAst.  Tliifi  üuccess  was  too  serious  («  1» 
uUp,wcd :  by  an  lot^tantaneous  laotioD  of  nj 
tVWif  1  wordcd  off  Ute  b)ow,  and,  strugglip^  (o 
(Itsaxin  bcr,  tbe  blade  »as  iaverted»  otMl .  by  i 
$)f ddcQ  jcrk  buried  iu  her  owii  boart!  Xbe  iife'i 
l^l»pd  Sprung  upward  in  my  face  likc  a  foaet«iii; 
sl)e  gavc  oiie  sbort  hickupping  screaia,     B^,  Ibe 


nioonlitflit  I  <!i»tinctly  säw  Her  cyesroW'f 
a;oni«s  of  dcatli:  shc  feil  pronc  ncross  ray  arnii 
Tvbich  involtiiitarily  slirunk  trom  the  contact  «  j 
moftality,  aad  sho  dropt  dead  (0  tfae  rtotitt'pjrttf-  h 
roentof  tho  cloisters!  •'  '  '"^ 

"  It  was  morning's  dawn  ere  I  cxhibltcd  tnon 
siffiis  of  antination  tban  herseif:  F  hat!  faintccf, 
aod  fallen  with  and  bcsido  her;  and,  havlug 
sligtit);  cal  my  forehead  against  (bejaggodfra^ 
Dient  of  marble  on  which  I  had  bcen  sitlio^,  ft 
was  the  blood,  which  tlien  first  probabty  hat) 
begon  to  ooze  from  my  wonod,  to|?:ettier  with  th^ 
low  wailing  cries  of  tbe  cbild  who  lay  ncar,  wbicft 
awakened  me  (o  life  again ;  bot  the  wrctchc^ 
maiden  was  aheady  cold  in  dcath !  The  ghaif- 
ly  ÜTiduess  of  her  swöllen  fcatores,  still  tniÜ 
tD  the  Btamp  of  6tfal  idiocy — her  largc  ancTosftd 
eycs,  u^icb  glazed  in  tlie  featM  immobility  it 
d«ath  —  glared  horribty  upon  nie:  her  wMt^ 
garm^ntä,  dyed  in  her  own  heart  streamS— Olli 
bow  did  Ihat  Right-wilhcring  spcctacle  conttttrt 
witb  Ibe  Image  ehe  bad  so  latcly  presentfed  tti 
myTebetlioiifi  passion»*  Ob!  howdid  die  sdlil^ 
sickoning  EßtisaliODB  wiüch  that  npcctacle 'tio^  ' 
«Mited  coatraxt  w^  Iboee  which  I  bad  äo  tiü- 


r 
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was  Ülc  rcproacli  tbus  convcycd  froiii  asilcot 
but  irrcsisliUe  acco^er! 

"I  udministcrcd  tu  Uie  i.cea  and  impäticnt 
huti>;cr  of  tl>c  babc,  by  fccding  htm  nithmäOcticl 
tteepcd  in  winc :  his  lUtle  limbs,  bciii^  chllH 
and  cramped  with  tbc  contact  of  tbe  culd  bcd 
OD  which  be  had  fax  hours  reposed,  1  cbaTcd 
them  with  my  band,  and,  while  employed  a 
tnis  ollicc,  discovored  that  Ue  wore  a  rieh  coral 
fiuperbly  sei  iu  gold,  on  wbich  vrns  inscti^nA 
tbe  cypherx  "E.  X."  I  robbed  the  iincomduu> 
baby  of  tbis  bis  nnprizcd  treasiire,  bul  pUci**] 
m^t  I  suppoaed  to  be  au  amultH,  wbich  was 
wrappcd  in  rieb  brocade,  and  suspended  to  il. 
within  (bo  folds  of  bis  clolbing;  and  >«1iilc 
awlcwardlj,  and  with  a  tiuiid  band,  perfonoiiiE 
tbis  imaccustomcd  officc,  discovercd,  ia  thc  Tei) 
ccntrc  Ol'  tbc  child's  breast,  a  hcart-sÜsipKd  mbfe 
of  a/ure  fane." 

Estella  and  ber  parcnt  bore  exchanged  glanccs 
Wbicb  iuferred  tlieir  conscioasncäs  ol'  the  eus- 
teiiceof  that  mark  ofmarvcl  uii  thcbosom  of  Dou 
Carlos;  they  thcn  turncd  tbcir  eycs  and  attcnliDn 
toward»  4bv  wrclcbed  pcuitcnt,  wbo^  ovcrpowci- 
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cd  by  Uic  rccollecUon  o(  thosc  appalling  cvenbi, 
bad  agaiu  faiuted.  Estella  was  acüvoly  and 
cmiiicDtly  scrviceable  in  bis  rcstoration ;  she  thoit 
proposed  that  thc  remainder  of  bis  confession 
should  bc  dcferrcd  Ibr  a  few  bours,  daring  which 
be  sbould  take  refreshmeat  and  indulgc  repoäc. 
"  Heaveu,"  said  slie,  "  which  has  so  wondrbus- 
ly  reelored  to  my  widowed  arms  thc  long  lost 
pledge  of  my  Carios'a  love,  will  not  fail,  at  its 
pwn  good  time,  to  reveal  (if  it  so  sees  good)  t)ie 
M'bole  mystery  of  its  omnipotent  workings  in  my 
favoar ;  but  if  I  have  already  Icarned  enouijh^ 
let  rae  bc  thankful  for  Ibe  satisfactiun  deigned 
to  be  accorded,  nor  seck  to  farther  satisfy  even 
imotker's  interest  at  tbe  prcctons  prico  of  tbe 
sqfely  of  a  fellow  being." 

Tbe  PUgiim,  wbo  appeared  somewhat  re- 
aiiimated  by  tbe  effects  of  a  medicinc  Wbicli 
L  j^c  bad  administered,  on  bis  recovery  from  tbe 
swoon,  was  cameat  to  be  pennitted  to  recom- 
^  mence  bis  confession ;  bat  Estella,  tbe  anxipni, 
tbe  adoring  motber,  wbose  very  sonl  bad  Aeen- 
^^cd  to  look  fortb  at  ber  eycs  wbilo  Ibc  namÜTeii 
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wo«s,yi(f  it  was  wbp  forbade  tlic  complcüuo.uf 
t^^t  very  Hatisractioo  she  most  ilo^jitsd,  (liiu 
socrificing  to  liumauitjr  her  mvu  moM  .1 
Iwiqed  wislics. 

T^he  good  Superior  bad,  imuiedism;  o 
arriTiil  ol'  the  FUgriiq,  iJjspatcfaeiL  ,  k 
DQvico  of.  (hc  Order,  who,  ^vaa,  asuaUv  J 
lendiuicc  on  his  person,  tu  Uic  litwpiUiIry  ib> 
pendent  on  tLe  Chapcl,  but  situaicd  ncar  tbc 
moaaäUry,  with  dircctions  tliut  a.comnuKliou» 
fittur  and  proper  iissistaiits  s)i9«||d,j,if^  f^ 
Bpccd,  Ije  diapatched  for  thc  conveyance.qfjiw 
^ilgrini  Uiither;  nieantimc  the  hennira  maUR» 
J^ad  bccn  bronght  frotn  tlie  hcraiitagc,  togoth« 
wiüi  scveral  cusliioos,  and  sprcad  uppn  ^ 
c^apet  paYcment  for  tbc  temp(u-ary  aficommo- 
<i»fJon  of  tbc  sick  man,  upou  wbQmljDea  Je 
Silva  catnc  to  rcmain  in  dose  »ItciicIaJicc;  be 
brouglit  also  somc  sligbt  rcfresiinnrnts  for  bis 
Jatigue  and  emotion -exhaustcd  aiulitorfs.  ybc 
^fiporior  aud  the  Count  Je  Ximeocs  wcre.boäi 
ilcpirous  of  sharing  li^c  dufy  ,of,.{y^fL;  ,aifii 

i>£d     lfjUl>J      ^liJl'jlJljij     |<Jllil:>/)    7lll     .U(Ml>allU 
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(hc  pati«Af,  bcnt  her  rcady  knec  for  her  fallicr's 
hisncditHon,  prescnting,  wilh  joyfui  (ears,  Her 
C^Ios  (who  had  just  cntercd  (he  Chapel  tö'en- 
quiro  her  commands)  to  share  in  tlie  pr^cioü's 
fKKtti.  1t  nss  accordcd,  with  looks  of  sTiainc 
«fhich  seetUed  to  ask  of  Heavpn  how  he  Kad 
hinisclf  de5tfr\ed  such  pions  homage.  The 
li'hdar  motbcT  and  her  devoted  son  then  dirccl- 
ed  lUtrir  hiisty  Steps  to  thc  hoiise  of  mournmg.  - 
■  None,  save  sach  dearly  cstimated  viäHänts  as 
tti«  veiled  sistcr,  and  thc  yonth  whom  he  hiiglit 
nevcr  ccaSc  to  lovc,  could  havc  ronscd  thb  dt- 
solatcd  parent  from  thc  silcnt  Stupor  of  his 
l'rititloss  woD :  hc  led  them  to  view  (h«^  cofHnca 
reiiiains  of  his  only  carthly  treasure,  and,  liltiWff 
np  his  Toico,  feit  rclief  as  he  wcpt  lincw ;  wlille 
Csti'lla  dirccted  his  attention  to  the  beal^  smilö, 
tmprjutcd  i>a  thc  lips  of  Blanche,  whli^h  seörovd 
to  unnonnce  thc  peace  of  acceptalioa.'"'*fo 
tvilc  thc  miTiappy  o!d  man  for  a  «hört  iiitwrvai 
frotn  Ihe  indalgence  of  his  patcrnal  re^^retK,  xho 
'tticn  related  the  tender  wondroun  tulc  of  I 
t^u  latefyisHf-untnuwn)  aflinity  to  hin  »ilppoHrd 
grundäon,  thc  cvculful  purticulars  whicii  li 


'  Tti  B  motbor  and  son  had  passed  seTeral  bonra 
witb  the  Tcucratilc  mouraor,  wbeo  Loou  haätily 
vriväd  at  the  cottaa^e  to  summon  bis  lady  to  tfao 
Clmpol,  wlicro  the  Pilgrim  prcpared  to  completo 
hi»  rclation.  Eetella  partcd  not  from  the  relcntn 
protcctor  of  her  Eon  tili  sho  had  promised  tbo 
earlicst  posäiblc  return,  and,  kissing  witb  wann 
gratitudc  Uu  cold  ups  of  her  wbo,  thoQgh  reaily 
less  ttian  mother  to  her  Carlos,  bad  proved  Ibr 
himcvcnmoTc  thanamothcr'scarcä,departed  for 
Uic  Chapel  of  the  Gladc,  attcndcd  by  the  faitb- 
ful  Leon,  leaving,  at  bis  owa  earnest  request,  her 
Boo  alonc  witb  tbc  pale  form  of  Blanche. 
And  now  it  was,  tbat,  anobscrved  of  all,  ho 
F  yiclded  up  bis  g^atcful  beart  to  the  füll  indul- 
I  fcncc  of  its  swelling  grief  for  thut  objcct  wbo, 
next  to  tbe  real  sourcc  of  bis  life,  was  still  of  all 
crcaiiou  the  ncarest  and  dcnrcst  to  ilü  tnoslpurc 
aQocüous.      Gomcz  imdcrstood    too    well  tbc 
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Uw»nollil)toi 
■w'  «Irawu  deeplj 
veleran  in  silcnce 
'o  fejoin  Hoso  de 
^^  prccious  OS  Um 
notot  couM  „Uite, 
tbo  o)() ; 
InmiediBteiy  „, 

«tpd  (0  aided  iate. 
«■JOS  rei-ened  lo  (he 
lianpcriinc«.  l^^g^ 
■■'Ijasau.jcdlliom-, 
'■»«  'o  torror  and,,, 

cnmesuddonlj-aasaii, 
HB*  soon  I  yicidj^, 

"AiWai."— - 
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stuinM'  ni),  - 1  lior«  ihe  body  lo  Ihe  Ims?*!  -flf 
nun- p\tiAUHU-(l  IVitmlnin,  and,  covrriiig  it  with 
lOHg  grass  iiml  witliered  brancheswithiihiclilho 
gardi'n-abohndoi],  hf  aped  otet  thc  whole  variou^ 
loose Irn^rncirt»  of  iimrblf,  whifh  were proftisely' 
3(mltert?d  Hroiitid  Ihc  spot.  I  theii  retnmcd  lo 
Ihe  doTufcd  iiifant,  whicli  I  liadliil  In  Iho  clois-' 
tora:  h«  Kmlükgaia  Fallcuiiito  slnmbcr.  Kookthe- 
hapless  Hltlet ifitini  of  iliy  policy  nnd  ray  fears  iw 
my  arms,  covercd  him  willi  niy  iloak,  and  \v«i' 
pfepatAigi  10  retum  h'y  Üie  «ay  thtough  wbich  I 
had  tBttrpd,'  wlien  tho  added  difftcuHy  allend-i' 
iiig  such  a  mode  of  egress,  cncumbcicd  as  I  now' 
was-HJUia  Jiviög:barthcn,  stnick  onme  sotorci- 
bly,  that  I  «nca  more  made  thc  tour  of  thc  gaf  Jcri' 
walts,  whirftttreexceedingly  massiTc  andlofly,' 
in  senrch  of  soine  yel  undiscovcrcd  oallct.  M^' 
bt>pes  on  Uie  subj(>ct  ivcre,  indecd,  but  langtiid^^ 
1  bad,  aB  I  Imagincd,  alrcady  ascertained  tliat' 
none  such  existed;  whcn  at  lengüi,  to  my  great  rer-* 
lk.'f,  I  thongtit  I  pcrcelved,  tbroUgh  a  sniall  gap  U' 
Uie  mantling  ivy-garmeot  frith  wbich  timc  baS' 
robed  theni,  some  slight  vestiges  of  wood  work',  * 
Wttb  my  fatal  stilctto  t  spccdUy  cot  away  ät  tbät* 
spot  Ihe  fortiHiatelrbatthialyiattirlaciDgTegeUtl' 
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(ho  Urne  and  weather-cankortwl  ball£  of  wtach  i 
withgrofttdifficiilty undrow,  and,  gentlypresmf 
rftriieF  than  catting  my  way  througli  the  tcHuU 
tepcstry  with  whicti  tlie  oatcrsHeof  tbe«*ll«nu 
also  ^arded,  I  pulled  tKo  'pöstcrn  aRcriBr,  rr- 
plftccd  inlhebc-st  manrier  1  was  able  hs&iriurtl 
drapery,  aiu)  tbcn,  wlth  timoroits  ftmtsteps,  » 
Kcdforthintotließelds.  Tbe extreme« 
th^  hour  left  tfacm  still  soHtary  ofth«  hmnan  tl 
aoA,  oautioasly  tivoiding  tho  patli  irfatcfi  I 
thfl  hamict  of  the  castlc,  1  Struck  iDto  an  BdjMfinl 
^ood  in  a  pbrcnzy  of  (.error  and  dismay. 
'■'■ffULy  intentioQ,  whcn  I  first  quKted  the  gafden 
oP'the  C&sa  Niegra,  was  to  havc  dropped  tbf 
infarft  boy  at  the  door  of  eomc  cottage  wImw 
iiibabitanta  wero  still  unrisen,  and  so  leave  Um 
tohis  f'afo ;  but  such  wero  tlio  combined  terron, 
whkli,  the  more  I  coolod  tnto  »ober  roflectioft. 
!tho6k  my  mind  respccting:  tho  d«uble  pamrit  I 
might  most  jnstly  apprcliend,  tbat  I  had, . 
have  said,  not  ooly  »truck  awtiy  from  ii 
Iowards  the  habitations  of  nian,  but  - 
solfishness  of  guiit  t)  <m  (he  very  poiat  of  dc- 
serting  the  harmloss  outcast  raysclf  had  madc 


in 


t9-becoiae  tbe  marsel  of  some  fitsBithe«)  wolf  w 

birtl  ol  prey,  Uic  only  d«ni)seQS  oi  Ihat  savage 
place;  wtieik  i  was  »Urtled  by  a  decp  and  lang- 
drawo  »ngh,  nn<I,  g:laucing  a  icw  paces  torwaril 
inUiediroctioDfroßi  wboncatho  eoundseeiaodto 
procc«d,  pQTceived,  in  tfaegrey  lightof  aJtcavy 
tnUty  morning,  a  woma»  oi  gigantic  pTopv.r«: 
Uous,  wrappod  in  a  dork  red  mauüe :  sbe  .vfa$> 
Uaiidiag  b«neatU  a  bkiatcd  oak,  aiul  Said,  in  4> 
voice  wbich  ueedcd  to  bc  board  bat  oDoe  U>  be 
remeubered  for  evor,  '  Uow  fare  ]Wi>!  b(o.t|)fn: 
wandCKfl'  -riliri; 

"  By  Ulis  time  1  had  (somewhat  timidly  I 
eonfes?)  como  np  closc  to  her :  she  waitod  not 
my  reapoDSc  to  her  (luesüon,  but  tfaus  con- 
tibued  :  '  You  look  but  palely,  for  tho  red  wiBo 
täibe  not  thc  cbeck  of  him  who  dnuoed  iU 
sparkling  juice  in  fear;  whilo  a  paler  liquid 
sball  cause  thoae  of  tbe  ionocent  to  glow  with 
roseate  hue.  Look  tbere !  and  teil  me  wheUier 
you  kikow  Dotof  ODC  who  will  relish  tbat  vcssel's 
cootvats.'  She  pointed  to  a  largc  flask  uf  milk 
«diich  Rtood  on  tbe  turf  beside  her. 
---^'At  tbat  moment  tbe  cbild,  whicb   I  catried 
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ronvHoped  benenth  my  nm{>fc  mqaclainrff .  airukt. 
anil  wailcd  moat  tdttcrir.  '  Y'ou  Imre  barf  bui  i 
flincbing  compnuion  at  Ihe  flagon,  it  mitst  t( 
ovrned,'  pursupd  shc,  eanieKtly  re^ardins  At 
cllÜd,    whiclt   f  had   iincovered,     and    soolbH 

Iioto  ßilcncc:  '  tliis  will  stcad  M»  palslr  bnt' 
Shc  prcscnted  tlic  ilnsk  of  milk,  and,  knawiiR 
no  readicr  mettiod  to  convey  pari  of  ils  «»■ 
tciits  to  Ihe  li)>s  of  thc  thirsty  boy,  I  bcW  iBj 
palm  holIowtoTCceive  some.  '  Hold  off!"  ct1«1 
Ihe  fenialc,  in  a  Toice  of  tfaander :  'yoiirbMl|k 
nrebloodyV  ■'"   ^tM 

"  I  feit  a  deadly  revalaJon  thriWrghoialliB 
wholo  System,  and,  starting  from  htr,  conidwf 
avold  examlning  my  hands.  'I  havc  wastieO 
thcm,'  I  involuntarily  munnured.' — '  Still  I  cati 
soc  thcir  stains,'  she  replicd;  '1  aaw,  too,  bov 
they  werc  acquired.' — 'Ton  saw?'  reiterated  I; 
■how?'— 'In  the  sun's  lookiiig-glass,'  answcirrf 
my  accuser  :  'tbe  pale  rcgent  of  night  shnd- 
dered  in  her  sphore  as  she  reflectcd  the  death> 
stiDeDed  fcatures  of  her  bapless  namesatet 

"Ifelt  the  prescnce  of  a  snperior  iiiflueM!«, 
and  feil  npon  my  kuees  before  that  form  bf  I 


m 

'  If,'  «aitl  1,  '  yaa  ein  imleed  Inilj  rc«d  ibe  aiary 
of  .Üic  «Ireadful  pAsl.  von  must  koow  (bat  n) 
ui/ra/«  wcrc  bloodlesti.' — '  hat  oot,  tbereiore« 
gmttkia,'  jäb«  rcjoined.  '  You  bave  also  addcd 
«rang  unU>  vrrong.  Thy  last  crime  nov  lays  at 
nnco  uitiiin  and  wiUiouUide  of  tby  laboarisj^ 
betirl:  ease  it  at  least  ofthat  pari  of  ils  borÜkeR. 
wlüch  ig  renmvable.'  Sbe  [Ktioted  to  tnj  left 
breafl,  n^ithiD  «hieb  «de  of  my  Test  1  badj»e- 
cr«ted  tbo  jcweU  of  wbicb  1  bad  despoUed  the 
coisf  of  Ibc  dumb  female. 

"Whilr  thus  adjuring  mc,  Ihe  iDjrstCTion« 
liciug  bad  bcea  employed  in  nourisbin^  ibc  «hild 
ftoia  tbe  flaiilt  oi  milk,  aod  it  now  sat  smiUog 
aod  contcutcd  «n  ber  knee.  '  Refand,  I  ««>,!' 
silO  addod,  '  or  thy  /i/e,  tby  sovl,  '\a  Ihc  forfeit  o^ 
Uly,  di^ubcdicnce.' — 'And  it/io,'  falltrcd  1^  'arc 
yqMyUibu  raake  thts  fonnidalilc  accusation  afi^ 
dpwand,  or  denouDce  a  vengeance  ao  cod||]^ 
beusivol' — 'Ik'o*,'  sbc  replicd,  'tbe  victim  of 
faiUifiil  lovo:  I  Ol»  its  gaardiaui  nur  will  w^ 
evi'r  paf t  tjU  I  tiavo  teil  you  of  all  you  bore 
fbrl^.  d^^ugb  tbe  low  postern  of  tbe  gard^n 
of,  tbe  Caaa^iMiegra.  Htre  I  aircady  hold  tbe 
:t  precious  pari  of  your  spoils;  but  a  ucck- 
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lOent  wHh  which  the  monlh  of  thc  vessel  im«        ^H 

irnnrHi-it  ■    if  was  fillfH  In  tht»  hrim  with  niM**«  of  ^^ 


lOent  wHh  which  the  monlh  of  thc  vessel  i 
guardcd ;  U  was  fillcd  to  the  brim  with  pieees  of 
Moorish  coin,  all  of  brigtit  gold.  !  waa  com- 
mandcd  iö  dislodgethistreasure,  and  incIoMiB 
the  ^m  which  had  contained  it  the  rrfundetl 
jfrwels.  The  vesscl  now  remained  nncorered, 
hol  the  femate  chew  tram  bcneath  her  mailtle  a 
hrrftst  piecc  of  polished  sfeel,  and  herseif  Isid 
it  orer  the  mouth  of  (hc  om,  which  she  bade  me 
«triüghlway  restore  to  the  carth  from  wbenee 
1  had  laken  it.  I  implicitlj'  foüowed  her  dire<s 
tfon,  laying  the  earth  careftilly  round  it,  and 
pressing  it  closc  to  the  vesscl's  side»,  Öial  It 
iDtght  remain  flrmly  fixcd  in  an  upright  positioiv. 
"  "'Now,'  Said  my  majestic  commandrem', 
*  Ihrow  in  Ihe  enrth :  the  poor  nmid  of  the  fotin- 
tltin  has  sad  need  of  sndt  pioos  eoncealment, 
"Wöt  (he  (ime  for  her  due  rites  is  not  yet  fiiH.' 
rcompleled  my  task  by  replaringwith  care  the 
sods  which  I  Iiad  previoosly  removed,  and  waa 
then  bade  to  carry  the  spade  and  pick-axc  back 
to  the  phice  from  whcnce  I  had  broaght  tbem. 
'We  now  part  for  a  longscftaon/xaid  the  frraaV, 
^osely  fotding  the  chiM  in  her  arms;*  bat  Time 
N2 
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endcavonr,  by  a  life  of  penitence,  to  milifiite 

that  sciitence  of  etcrnal  justice  wbicU  I  liad  ia- 
«nirred .  '  Bfi  your  repontance  active  tm  liave  beea 
j^ourcnTnes/said  iny  iascratablc  monitress;  f  let 
i(  notmoulder  in  »lotbful  remorse,  but,  swiftas 
ngW,  repair  to  your  injurcd  kind  Ihe  wrongs 
your  sins  bave  nroaght  tbeni.  And  on  the  eventa 
which  have,  since  yosterday's  sun  arosc,  befallen 
thce,  let  thy  tongue  rest  in  äiicuce,  until  tboa 
hast  bcheld  me  agaia.' — *  By  what  token,'  qiies- 
tioned  T,  '  sbalt  I  uaderstand  wlieu  that  time  ia 
about  to  be  fultillodT— 'Takr,'  said  she,  '  this 
ring  ;  wear  it  constantly  both  by  night  aatl  day ; 
and  whai  tbou  shalt  miss  it  from  thy  Cuger,  niul 
knowpst  not  whlthcr  it  is  gone,  theo  jouriiey 
thoit  (whercaocver  tbou  maycst  be  Ihen  sojcum- 
iiig)  hithcr,  aod  bencath  Ibis  samc  treo  shalt  thoa 
Itchold  tue  agaiii.' 

"  'ITie  ntystic  ring  wavcred  in  my  sUudderäeg 
grasp:  sbe  dr«w  ovcr  her  towcring  ligure  )kc 
mantlc,  and,  turoing  slowly  away,  ruccded  willi 
fbeslcoping  cluld  from  tnyacbing  vJew  !  l  long 
rcmained  as  rool-bound  ;  my  strainod  eyeJt  fixed 
on  Ihc  qiiartcr  from  whcncc  thcy  had  caught  tho 
la^l  t'aiut  traccs  of  bei  fadiog  form.     Fuuiily.i 
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lutsnd  lÜtol  oflence  whioh  bad  pnrredtken 

nf  untiinely  deatb  to  a  fcilow  bciog:  dcep  has 
Iwen  Kiy  crime,  but  de«p  lias  been  tbe  repeatance 
-Wkicfa  Eticcecded  its  commission  *,  it  has  stül 
.^ompanioned  myhours  of  labonrand  oftest,  of 
■abstiDence  and  of  refection,  of  wakefultie&a  and 
^even  ot  sieep ;  for  my  ftreants  havo  partnkcn  of 
-that  maiitor  purpose,  devotcd  to  wbich  t  hftTC 
^ived,  and  in  which  1  shidl  die.  '  ■>■>■ 

"  I  bad  not  long  rcsidod  in  Palermo  er«  IilK^ 
'came  acqnainted  with  a  worthy  aged  silk  mang- 
iactorer  nained  Martiiio  Lucclli,  who  liad  reoently 
'  expeririiccd  a  severe  misforlunc:  a  bad  bat 
■■pccioas  man,  to  wbom,  in  tbe  faloess  of  bis 
confidencc  and  trust,  he  bad  delegated  tbe  pritt- 
eipal  care  and  management  of  hiä  pecontary 
concems,  bad  rocently  flcd  in  thc  night,  laden 
with  Üic  Profits  offifty  yeara'  unremltting  Indus- 
try,  econoniy,  and  undeviatin^  integnty.  The 
föod  Lucclli  was,  in  consecjnence,  in  a  Htate  of 
huolvoacy :  ^ef  and  want  were  prcssin^  hard 
a|iuQ  bis  tntber  band  ;  whtle  bis  ag«d  eycB  were 
threatencd  with  thc  direst  spectacle  those  ofa 
paront  can  behold, — ^thal  i>f  seeinga  beloved  and 
-  virtaous  faaliy  wanl  Ibosc  confbrts  which  bis 
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«btuiLobte  pioly  tiadso  oflen  bc»slowcda 
J  tejuitiod  iu  poBOeaaiag  the  means  ol'  icalwiac 
bun  suui  them  to  Üieir  peacefui  bome ;  I  saliffisf 
bis  crediLors'  detnaodH;  oud  eujoyed  the  deofat 
reward  ol'  blu«sing  and  tieing  bleäscd.  LuccUi'j 
furniBr  frieoda,  too,  who,  liko  tbose  ol' Job,  had 
quostioaed  bia  sorrow«  rather  tban  relianrd  Ika. 
iiow  caine  about  bim  wilfa  proffurs  of  added 
uäiüisLanca;  bis  late  cu&(ocdors>  »lao,  weieuu- 
uijaous  in  tbeir  itssuraoces  of  fiUure  cooule- 
näuu«  and  support>  aod  Üie  Ja^t  «jays  of  Ite 
good  man  pTDmisGd.lo.ba.eTe9ili«mii«r^H(illK 
Jjrst.  ,,   i   ',   I,.    :, 

.,  ;'la  tbe  prodigality  of  bin  gratitude,  be  «And 
.to.  rvuder  uß  tbe  mastöcy  ül'  hia  urbule  eatabhi- 
tacnl  to  him  wliogc  l'rieudaht|>  bad  pfcwrved  U; 
^ut  ibo  iuttiroäl  lor  uiy  goud  .dcedyt.il'«uob  ihey 
.defi^rvuJ  lo  bti  dcDouiinated«  whicb  Ji  deäüsdlB 
rcceivc,  was  uat  of  Üüs  woild:  I  would  accqit 
ncilbet  tbe  wbole  imr  a  pari  of  IjHCoUii  profit«, 
dcods,  billä,  or  boudj;  I  equally  r^^cied,  aiul 
rrquired  oniy.  a  sbäU«r  beneatb  bis  rooiVasnor- 
.scil  at  bis  board,  and  inenial  ntochtuücaiwa- 
ployiuejil  iu  bis  uiaiiulafitory,.  tili,  1  .  vatUd^^bf 
couslaat  appli{;atiuo,  altaiu.Uic  tUfäi^if y i^'. .^ 
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proSbsaioo,  tn  ordcr  to  cara  thereby  of  faiiVfiie 
liread  I  neeiied  ;  for,  llie  whole  of  my  rcmainirig 
-treasvirc  having  boen  employed  to  reiiiatatc  tfac 
«orthy  tradosman,  1  unavoidably  berame,  in 
my  turo,  dependenl  upon  him.  WiÜi  heart  ex- 
panded  as  hts  iloors,  and  opea  arms,  did  my  ex- 
celleiit  friend  ivceivc  me;  and  ntth  bim  I  con- 
Btantly  dwelt  duting  the  tcw  remainin^  ycars  of 
bis  virtaous  and  well  spont  life,  until  lloaven  was 
plcased  to  summoii  bis  soul  to  receive  ita  bl«8t 
veward.  Uis  ouly  son  then  took  bis  purcnt's 
place,  continuing  to  deport  himself  to  mo  with 
thc  same  flüal  deference  he  had  obscrved  to- 
bward«  bis  falber  himself,  nbile  I  lored  him  aa 
-flervcntly  as  Iboagh  1  had  pOssessed  a  pntcrnal 
elaim  on  tbat  obcdience  which  bc  accunicd  mti. 
All  tbingsgrew  and  flourUhcd  witb  the  vii'tuons 
Ottavio;  bv  gave  anay  mucb,  but  ^ined  still 
mor«,  tor  Hcaven  rcpaid  bis  iadustry  and  acti- 
vity,  as  well  rb  beiievoleuce,  an  bnndrcd  fbM:' 
j  ■■  I  had  now  brcatfaed  tbe  air  of  Sicily  ful!  six- 
U>en  yenrs,  duriiig  whicbperiod  I  bad  aeeatbo 
ebttdren  of  my  friend's  son  bom  and  bloom  Kko 
■tovtfly  flowtrS  aroiind  me;  when,  one  dny,  to- 
Ittrilitig  on  boräcback  to  Ibv  f:ily,  tntui  wiilcb  1 


tuuliieen  a  te*/  leagncs  <m  a  visit  of  citarity  to  t 
sici.  t'ajnily  tu  \Tbom  1  bad  acled  fts  tfae  agvot  «1 
tbo  kiod  Ottavio's  bminty,  my  borse  soddenlf 
took  tn^ht,  and  threw  me  bcadtong  intoa  pitlij 
thtt  road  side ;  some  laboQTCrs,  whom  tny  pfob' 
ing  gniaMS  fand  drawn  to  the  scene  of  nry  «idl()K 
Urne,  baaten«d  to  cxfricHtc  m«  fram  mr  disntl 
situRtion,  osd  I  was  wilh  all  possiMe  entetvo* 
vejtMi    lo   pRleTiao,  where  my  c^ceüent  yomi! 
(liMH!,  bis  gontle  vift,  and  llieir  wbol«  amiabk 
Ibiniljr,  b«s[owed  uponme  etery  c3rp«nstve 
aad  tctiOor  assTAtance.    None  of  tny  HmlM 
t'niL'UiFcd  ;  but  tho  concnssion  n4y  wlioleTr 
hadtpceited  engendcred  a  tiolMrt   fntntilll  ll 
lady,  which,  by  »he    severily  of  t(s  tormei 
Boon  brooght  mc  to  tbc  vorge  <rf  the'?Tove. 

"PoTscTera!  wceks  I  wrestled  withagWiii 
snAerlngs,  nnd,  by  tti«  supttior  9tr«nptb  oPi 
coBStiMtion,  was  enabled  to  cndtire  (haraiM 
leo^lb,  the  R:o(Hlncs«  uf  PrOVidencrr  permitted 
tbo  ^at  fikill  nnd  abtlity  of  uy  phyAtcloi 
aUeviate  tHo  extrftnity  of  Tttyinfliction;  I 
enabled,  ttiou^h  in  a  State  of  extreme  Wi 
iw«8«and  rcduction,  to  Icave  my  bed,  attd 
glo  witli  tbo  family  vfho  1t>yt^  fM,  Kiti  AVfUo 
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cute  üf  my  disorder  1  «a^duly  «aTnHl,bYia]r 
^ncdical  aUeaduiU,  it  »a«  not  io  tbe  power  af 
tbeir  ait  to  Uesto«,  Tbe  reuun  t>C  inj  paias  be> 
cadWi  boHCYer,  gnwlnaUy  Uss  rioieiii  «ad  Im* 
frc^coti  1  gaUiered  ^treaglb  aod  sfHEÜ*  donag 
Uipse  long  interrftU,  and  was  bcginaing  to  retam 
jto  joy  customary  habits  aod  aTocationfi,  irhea 
o^G  moniing,  npoD  awaJuog,  /  misxtd  my  rmy. 
CouliduU  of  iiavinf  ooticod  it  a|M>o  u}'  äagier 
j^  iaät  Buuuooleic  I  rettfed  ta  reet,  aad  eqoetl' 
)g  so  in  Ute  iotegrity  of  all  ärouud  me  (beaides 
Bfbicb,  my  cbaiubei  latüccs,  as  w«tl  as  door, 
bod  bcGu  all  ncU  secured  ^a  tlie  iaside  during 
llw  night).  I  eutettaiaed  üttle  expoctiUion  of 
recovering  that  aüigtilaT  depoiiit,  yct  deaowd  it  a 
d^ly  iodispcnsable  to  iuatiluLe  tlie  stricteät  pos- 
übJesearch  für  it;  buL  aftui  a  fcvt  day»^  fisdiog 
1^  ny  effotts  to  rcoovct  it  wero  viün, .  I  chrer* 
fliMy  resigiicd  uy^elf  lo  tbis  promisod  pilgrimage^ 
jyjiicb  I  dcemcd  iU  continued  absence  deoiaodfld. 
,,  "l'liG  moet  paJDl'ul  tat>k  wUich  I  had  to  pet- 
form  wa^  tbat  ol  biddiug  Uluvio  Xiucclli  amd 
\iia  fauily  wliat  wotilü,  I  feit,  prove  an  eteraal 
^«w^.;  Uii^  w.öttby.WÄn  >f^)t  Rn;fiou>  iu  hbl 
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cÖtfiÄÖV^  rii'ftc  allriwtd'Vo  cöteapaöloö  n 
nej  to  my  natfvc  liuid;  bnl  I  absolntely  fer- 
balle  hU  proposition,  and,  with  the  affectloa- 
ate  wishes  of  the  amiable  atid  tnnoccnt  hebii^i 
wlio  so  long  had  sobtbed  the  sorrowa  of  a  tdu- 
ner,  1  voyaged  (o  Cadiz,  where,  assuinifi?  I 
pUgriin's  habit,  l  jouraeycd,  ty  slow  degrres, 
towards  tlie  domains  of  the  Cotmt  de  Ximedes. 
rtho  was,  as  I  learncd  in  my  travel,  still  liv^ng; 
btit  of  tlie  concernsof  bis  house  I  dreadcd  to 
eiiqolre:  my  fatal  conscioüstieas  of  belüg  byiny 
iVi'ttfer  crlmos  bbnoxlottä  tti  hisUfagvy  totritfbtion. 
tfedmy  (ongne.  '  "      '''^"  ""  "  "' ''  "" 

■"  By  many  rcally  Short,  bot  to  my  weakÄocd 
fräbiö  most  trylnj,  elTorts  I  at  Icngth,  aftcr  btfeg 
re^öätedly  detaincd  on  the  röad  by  relapse«  ol 
tif^  diäorder,  reachcäfbe  memory -mar ked  wwni 
ihf  Vhich  the  mystic  assigtiation  so  lonj  sine« 
»■djiistcd  was  to  take  place.  Tho  gigranfts 
Woman  stood  crect  bcnealh  the  blastcd  oM^ 
bat  Thiie,  which  had,  in  his  tinerring  connft'^ 
rnarked  me  a  victim  för  the  dart  of  deatb,  hnd 
passcd  Aerby,  as  itscemcd,  uiihecdingly!  Ytt, 
tfiou^ht  I,  as  I  gazed  opon  her  undtangcd  fd 
Tiuic's  sway  cxtcnds  ovcr  all  maferiaUl^',^'  i 
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if  sUe  i»  but  a  üiadow,  hoyi  in  it  UiaL  r^ectiff^,-^ 
cäD  survive  stibslt/nce/  1  reaclicd  tlie  trcCjaijirit; 
sook  amazed  and  cxliaustcd  bcsidc  her.  'Tlf^i 
buman  souI,'  suid  she,  ae  roplying  to  my  IkoughU, 
'  18  aadccayln^,  etemal;  qucstion  not,  Üien,  thc. 
Diiüüpli«d  capaciÜcs,  resourccs,  and.  v^bfcles,, 
«rith  whicli  a  pcrpetualty  progressive  ^xj^^^Qf^ 
may  accommodatc  and  supply  it.'  ,.     ,  _, 

"  Utiuttcrable  awe  pervaded  my  frai)  and 
4esb-clogged  laculticä ;  I  boned  my  head^ 
bfeatbcda  prayer,  and  told  my  bcads  i^  silen^e. 

.'"äebü&tian  de  Fireudez!'  sbe  said,  'ytfUr, 
allcrcd  heart  will,  I  know,  impel  you  to  rtjcHce, 
WbcD  you  learn  that  Ihc  Infant,  of  «hom  yo>(f  be- 
camc,  tnore  tban  eevetiteea  ycars  sioce,  Ihc  up-, 
Wileotional  preserver,  yct  üvcs,  and  sbaU  l9^ig, 
rule  ia  Ibe  halls  of  bi^i  blessed  motbcis  l(e^(- 
<|oin  ;  whilc  that  bicäsed  roothcr's  potent  ^te^;^, 
qe^ioos  ghaU  ^vint'octhee  yet  abettcr  seatiq,tt^o 
cQurts  of  lleavcn.  Bebojd  tUy  ring;  to  the«  it 
hsLS  pcrformed  it^  missiouL  uow.  bear  it  to  \\iQ^ 
CoantdcSimdOCSj  aud,  if  tbou  failcst  0)»  tlf^ 
way.  lumwbQuthüu  htist  bornc  sbali,  io  tum« 

;a;r  tb^.    Uclivor  to  tbo  Counf  tiiiq  ple^go, 

}il  bitlUitn  diviue  it$  purpqrt;  reveaj  al8(j,,lY 
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bim  all  tliou  hast  failtiert*  coDC^afcd ;  Uten' 
tbon  hcar  thinga  whicfa  will  shew  thei 
hast  heen  made  an  mstrament  In  tbe  boHda <rflW 
Tideoce  to  siiape  out  wondcrs.  Cans«  tb«  tMMt 
of  the  unboricd  dead,  wbich  nigiitly  groan  üMb 
the  basin  uf  tlie  fountain  o(  tliegardeo'  of  )|4 
e«8«  Niegra,  to  be  )aid  in  hallowed  grouMl :  0(4 
aad  not  tili  then,  shalt  thoii  al»o  restfri  peaitf 
'  *'  Measureless  carionity  niast«v«tt  'flMr^<">M 
thou,'  Said  I,  '  when  will  Ihi/  wamMt^MlM^ 
8htt  pointed  up\rard  (owftrd  the  tHitljfcaitti. 
'When,'  she  repiied,  "tliat  pitMoes  trunk'shat! 
toppl«,  and  from  its  root  seveo  ^recn  braMhM 
rtee,  then  shall  1  be  at  peace.' 

*'  She  heM  the  tinEf  toWards  my  band  ; 
lingly  I  rcccivod  and  rvplacsd  iL     A  dark 
tiMtantly  aprosc  betweeu  ns,  and,  beaTfty  «li 
iaf  (ho  clouds,  left,  at  last,  tbc 
proKpect  unimpcded.     I  giaed  arosnd,  bi 
female  was  gonc !    iMuf  did  I  lay  entrann 
fear  and  wondcr  at  the  Tool  of  the  blaMed 
theo  slowly  pursacd  my  eTentfa)  jonntrf. 
rived  inview  of  the  white  pfonactea  of  tMaCJtt- 
{telt  which  bas  uprearjd  its  boly  bead 
■arage  place  since  my  dopartnre  frbin  8| 
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t  {Mused  bcroro  Ihe  stotely  cränwa  wbicti  record 
thc  niartyrilum  o(  Die  jtisi,  to  t>ß'er  up  my  on- 
worlby  ori^ons;  but  sore  travel,  dismay,  and 
confusion  ol'soul,  broitgttt  on  a  pnroxysiaof»y 
ieice  maJady,  and  my  groaus  of  noguish  wcre, 
bf  a  mercilul  Providence,  pcrinitted  to  direct 
tbe  pioua  and  tbß  aoble  to  soothe  niy  suirering:s, 
tccfiive  Utia  awiul  di^posit,  and  record  tho  mo> 
IDentous  rövoaliueid.  wbicli  so  long  bas- buitfiet]- 
ed  my  stcret  soul."  ru*' 

Tbe  Pil^ia  concluded  bis  confessioa»  aodi 
deeply  bowiiig  bis  heavy  bead,  prcscntcd  to  tha 
Conat  de  Ximcocs  tbe  picdgc  of  tbo  fciuale  of 
tbe  Wood  :  it  was  a  ring  of  silvei,  set  with  sar* 
deayxcs  in  tbe  figure  of  a  croas;  withinatde  wa» 
engraved  tbo  words,  "  God  calU." 

A  sii^t  palene»»  suddeoly  inresied  Ün  cbeek 
ofthe-Couftt,  as,  witb  unshrioking  band,  here- 
ceived  the  ring  and  placcd  itoD  hisfinger.  "Tbi» 
nngi"&aidbe,  regarding  it  motncntally  witfa  a 
Btern  soiilet"  iaa  Uarsh  but  reritable  messenger; 
and  has  for  agcs  pant  beea  tbe  dealh  siimmotiä  of 
my  pro^nitors.  Wben  tny  graadsive  drained 
tbe  ricb-spiced  bapUsmal  cup  to  (be  health  of 
bis  uofiborn  biiir,  tiiis  same  rint:  Hoatcd  lo  bis 
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ühqnkjng  Up,  nor  Hvrd  he  to  ,  oncc  bear  llul 
newliom  heir  reqncst  patcmal  blesstnjc  i  aoil 
vii&a  twenty-five  circling  yeors  liati  roUed  anuy. 
thatsame  early  heir,  theo  my  brave  fathet,  jmt 
npe  in  raanhood's  bloorii  ood  a  (irst  conqoMt'i 
lanrellcd  pride,  receivod  it  oii  bis  exteuded  tran- 
cheon  from  some  stranger  haoil,  and  Uic  ooxl 
moment  the  poisoned  sbal't  of  Ueacbery  ia  kU 
breast,  nor  ere  witb  lif'e  let't  the  cmbattled  field 
whicb  his  valour  vvoii."  i 

Deeply  glowed  the  late  patc  check  of  De  ü- 
menes  a^becoased;  wliilc  fortitudc  and  pnit, 
atronger  Üiati  rogret,  tban  fear,  than  eveo  deatb'« 
doom  itself,  addcd  new  teasioo  to  his  uDsIirinkiDfi 
nerves,  new  fircs  to  bis  eyea  of  deSance:  yct 
they  softened  ashcgazed  upon  the  fiJial  sorrows 
of  the  loved  ones  so  newiy  boro  to  bis  hopes :  bc 
smiled  lipon  and  consoted  bis  droopjog  Esldla 
and  her  noble  son ;  but  his  tenderaess  oQly  en- 
hanced  thcir  pious  sorrows,  aud  they  covered 
Iheir  faces,  and  wept. 

The  litter  intended  to  conrey  the  Pilgrim 
Ig  the  hospitalry  dependent  on  the  Ch«- 
pel  had,  aome  time  cre  the  conclusion  iil 
hjfi  ronfession,  arrived:   the  sufTerer  implored 
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tho  >raycrs  of  the  vcllej  aistoT  tiltno  slionld 
hnvc  pnfiacd  away,  and  shc  nssurcd  him  of  them 
unlil  her  otvn  lifc's  «nd.  He  wasthen  placed  in 
Üle  litter,  and  slowly  coiiveyed  towards  the  Mo- 
nastery  of  St.  Benedict. 

Two  days  after,  the  Connt,  the  Superior, 
Estella,  and  her  son,  proceedcd  to  the  discon- 
solate  abode  offhe  wortliy  Gomez,  from  whence, ' 
joining  the  fnncrcal  train  which  awaited  thcir 
arrival,  thcy  followcd  the  hier  of  the  now  bappy 
Blanche,  nnd  saw  her  laid  "where  thewicked 
cease  Irom  tronbliiig,  and  thcweary  are  atreat:"* 
nor  did  the  vetcran  long  lamont  her  loss; — he 
did  not  long  sitnivc  itl 
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^A-ttM  ,tnhi(r)H  fftKtd  Und  ttnüah 

Ol  vi-  '      ■      ■.■■■•:a]y     -,I)    tmr.jT 

-tnoo  ,(>au«i|  lainu  iuift  ai.  n  ,aoi  lud  tmnt 
^•1  ,atni|U*l  [mU  lo  ciüi««9'tno9  sdl  irnbi 
■■■''*  iMii  BDI  ATBLY  aftCT "  tktse  '  obse^utel,' 
'  'CJoont  de  Ximenes  coiomanded  that  Ihe  postm 
'Of'the  garden  of  tho  Casa  Nlegra  shoulil  be 
songht  for  and  nnclosed ;  ft  tratn  of  JaboartB, 
followcd  by  thc  '  servants  of  Öte  chareli  Bf 
8t.  BDnedirt,  then  eutered  tbat  avrrnl  phcc. 
The  Corait  de  Ximenes,  the  gaperior,  Dm 
Carlos,  Leon,  and  a  Inrgc  propörÜOn  of' 
■Coaßt's  officers  and  domestics,  as  well 
«öiBfttwr  ofthebrotlierhoodof  St.  Benedict,' 
ftttendcd ;  vbca  a  short  search  serred  to  disclW? 
to  their  viow  the  time-bleached  bon&s  of  tho  fll- 
feted  idiof,  whicb,  betng  placed  in  a  coffia, 
comneyed  to  the  cemcfery  of  St.  Anastasia^j 
wiö)  all  ditc  and  seemly  rites  of  sepultaro, 
tobttined.  The  Pilgrim,  who  had  for 
übtirs  lain  in  extrümity,  vras  nosooner  nd 
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Uiat  ttie.<te  daties  had  bceti  accorded,  tban  he 
yielded  iiphis  laiitsigli. 

The  Count  de  Ximenes  had,  previously  to 
this  event,  dispatohed  an  express  to  tho  vene- 
rablc  Donna  Grc^orio,  whose  health  he  had 
leamed,  from  her  sod,  was  still  unimpaired.com- 
municating  the  confession  of  thc  Pilgrim,  by 
.wliich  her  entire  ioDocfiDce  respecUng  the  dis- 
^ptiarance  of  Üio  Lady  EstcUa's  jewels  was  so 
incoQteätibly  prov-cd:  this  conccssion,  at  osce 
80  graül'yiag  aud  surprisiog,  was  accompanied 
by  rieh  donations,  and  an  carnest  and  almost 
eotieative  mvilation  to  visit  hiä  castle,  and  re- 
i«eiTe  a  personal  re-assurance  of  his  deep  rqgnet 
,fer  ÜIO  injujitice  of  his  former  suspicioos.  ^ 
(hc  seatimentä  thus  expressed  De  Ximenes  was 
undoubt«?dly  siocere :  yet  was  therc  anothcr 
moUvß  connected  with  bis  mvitation  of  tbc  good 
old  duenna;  he  wisbed  to  proGt  by  the  aid  of 
bet  loemory  and  obsorvations  in  that  train  of 
Coujectaral  ovidence  whtch  be  was  collccting 
respecting  the  mcans  by  which  Ibo  unfortunato 
idiot  had  obtaiaed  her  stränge  acqiiaiutaiice 
wilb  Ihe  aecret  of  thc  mysteriuus  paoel  oftJie 
cabinct  of  the  Tree  of  Knowledge. 
02 
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Tbe  graüfied  lUinc  eagcrly  itcce|>tcd  a  biddiog 
so  evcry  way  bonouriog ;  aud  wliilc  ehe  hasüly 
travellecl  to  tho  Castl«,  Ihe  Conat  caosed  the 
earth  about  the  btasted  ook  to  be  esajiüned  t'or 
tbodcposit  dcsciibod  by  tbe  Pilgrim ;  and,  in  U» 
presencB  of  a  numeiouse  concourse  of  woudenng 
witoosses,  the  uro  oriioa  »as  foundj  aod  dug  fion 
its  coucealmcDt.  The  breast-plate  whicfa  covei- 
ed  it  was  tlrst  examiaed,  oa  tho  iiiside  of  «hieb 
was  «ngravcd  tlie  oanui  of  Beliza :  the  jewcU 
rcmained  ia  perfect  pieäcrvatioa  and  coupleU 
niUHhur,  as  whea  ürst  bome  l'rom  tbe  prisoD  of 
itbo  Casa  Aicgra  by  tlie  hapless  LAiaa. 
,,  iMaoy  werc  tbe  congratulatioas  and  grect- 
ißf^9  vvbich  passcd  betweea  tiio  veiierabli; 
}JtB,f-a^  the  CuuDt'ä  whole  bonsehold>  aud  üic 
xe^pe^tabl»  .Duciuia  and  her  daugbter  (th«  ynk, 
4)it,tiie  faithlu)  Leoo),  wbo  had  been  the  coo- 
^niun  of  hör  inother's  jouraey  to  the  Castlf. 
AU  ^o  ligbt  which  Donna  Grogorio  could>  from 
iQCoItection  of  past  circumstaiiceä,  aßbrd  tl^ 
Couot's  onquirieä  was  moai  readily  aiccoided: 
it  wäß,  iDdeed,  trifluig,  yct  aot  entirely  iacgn- 
«hiaive,, , ,  £Ik.  slaled  that  tbe  idiot  gifl  biwl 
alway«slept  iq  tbe  oriel  chtu^bor,  in  wfaicJi  baJ 
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thc  cabinct  of  thc  Trec  of  KnowIeSgo, 
that  shc  rcmembcred  having  oftcn  obscnred 
lier  stooping  bel'ore  its  uncloscd  doors,  and 
passing  her  banda  with  more  than  infantile  ad- 
tniration  over  tlie  raised  figores  wiüi  which  its 
int«nor  was  so  profusciy  ndorned ;  thilher,  too, 
thc  natural  had  invariably  conveyed  e?ery  arücle 
which  Bhemostparticalarlyapprcciatedigaudes, 
confccttons,  or  sweetmeats,  bestowed  by  the  ever 
consideratc  and  pityin^  kindncss  of  her  lady, 
or  as  little  bribes  to  or  rcwards  for  alacrity  ia 
the  discliarge  of  domcstic  dnties  by  hcrself, 
wcre  regulariy  depoaitcd  in  thc  dratvcrs  of  that 
Cabinet:  there.too,  was  bestowcdin  aparticalar 
eompartment  Uie  caskct  nhich  containcd  the 
jewels  of  Üie  Lady  Esteita,  with  which  the 
diienna,  coming  ailcntly  aud  unexpectedly  upoa 
her,  had,  the  very  day  before  her  mystcrious 
flight,  actually  foond  thc  unliappy  crcature  de- 
'torated.  Donna  Gregorio  added,  that  it  was 
^robably  the  serere  djspleasure  she  had  made 
her  sensible  of  oa  that  occasion  which  had  dwelt 
un  her  offcnce-retentive  niemory,  and  in  con- 
juncüon  with  the  blow  .sbe  had  fornierly  rc- 
'«eive«H'  gnd  tho  will  more  deeply  rCBonted  Jn- 


vleägo,    ^H 
)ficrTed     ^H 


more  deeply  r« 
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avaÜ  herselfof  ber  lately  accidentally  acqnj 
küowledgc  of  the  secret  of  the  cabinet  atf.4 
secure  biding-place  for  two  freasurcs,  tfce  1 
«if  wfaicb,  she  concludäd,  would  infllct  the  o 
avple  rctaliaüoD  on  her  opprcssors.     Hur'd 
scflnt  of  tlie  Blairs  of  Ihe  clöset  of  ^«ticeMoteii 
and  pa^ing  the  brazea  boltcd  dtför,  Was  li 
the  merc  result  of  a  suddeii  curiosity,   dki 
of.an;  iDtcntor  atlcnipt  at  ulUmatc  flight: 
last  supposition  was  rcndcrcd  tbe  tnörc  prot 
lde,by  that  passagc  in  Üic  deceascd   PilgriUI 
narrativG  in  wbiclilic  Iiad  descrlbftd  lUis' cond 
exjorefscd  hy  Uic  idiot  on  dii«covcrTn<;  tlmt'fll 
mcaQs  of  her  relnin  to  (lie  Dianston  xvet(-  dT 
uff.     Tbcse  conclusioiis  wen?,  a(  ledst,  all  taifi 
W   plausible;    and  as  only  circtimstaiitfa!  l 
conJcctunU  cvidcncc  couid  now  be  obtfdncd'ti 
ijio  suLijucI,  tbose  most  inlercstcd  in  its  tt«ve1ö{)i 
men)  were,  bowever  rtliitfantly,  compcnod'l 
agaio  aliandon  it  lo  that  unccriainty,  cloudcd  d 
wbichit  was  destiuod  to  ultimatety  rentain.  "  *^ 
It.  was  tbo  universal  opinion  that  tbe  Cofäl 
de^Ximcncs,  still  faitbful  to  bis  long  an<f  beaÜ 
^lU)eaJcd  auimot^ity  tu  the  House  of  De  McÜidi 
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woiJd  dcviae  Ihe  heirdom  of  his  wealth,  aftct 
itie  dcmisc  of  bis  daughlcr,  to  Don  Carlos  ooly. 
Oll  Üie  Bame  conünued  coodition  oa  wliicb  tho 
tcstamcat  alrcady  cxecuted  in  bis  favour  rest- 
cd,  whicb  was  bis  assumiog,  oa  bis  succcssion, 
tbe  namc  of  De  Xinteaes  ■'  but  on  tbis  point 
uaivcr^al  opinion  most  unexpoctedly  circd. 
Tbc  Coiiüt,  iodeed,  madc  a  ncw  tcstamcnt,  by 
ffhich  Ibc  wbolo  of  bis  wealth  revcrtcd,  afler 
Üie  dcceafie  oC  Ihe  Lady  EstcUa,  to  her  soa  Don 
Carlos;  but  it  was  so  disposed  of  only  od  tho 
cxpresa  coadition  of  bis  rttaining  his  own  natne 
o/  De  Medina,  tlio  forteiture  of  disobcying  that' 
injuiiction  bcing  not  only  tbc  dcprivatioD  o^' 
forluuc,  but  also  tbc  moro  fearfu!  oiio  of  his 
matemal  grandsire's  dying  bcnediction.  Ilie 
notive  of  tbis  most  markcd  and  cztraordinary 
cbaagc  bad  its  tnte  sourcc  ia  tbe  decp  and 
sincerc  pcniteoce  of  tho  Connt  for  (hat  vast 
porlioQ  of  tbe  calamities  wbich  bad  followcd 
his  son's  untimely  death,  wbich  bis  own  blind 
rescntmeot  and  rcvcnge  bad  elicitcd  and  occa- 
sfpQed.  Tbe  illiistrious  pcnitent  stopped  not 
Aerc :  a  nobletaan  of  lügb  rank  was  by  htm 
depulcd  Itf  debiil  lo  thc  revcrend  Dakc  do 
^tedma  tbe.  woodroaB  events^hicb'  BadTAttiTj^ 
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bccD  ftcnuiUcd  to  Uiviilge  Lbc  loug-uuoccalnt 
miiun  of  tbeir  familics,  and  Üio  existcuoe  ol'  i 
iKtble  äcion  derived  trom  aud  cqiiaUy  volultk 
as  honourable  to  both,  imd  also  to  teudet  (0  k> 
{icceptanee  that  petl'cct  amuesly  ol'  llie  püii 
wbicli  it  was  bis  owq  heart's  dcareät  rei 
log  eorlMy  deslre  U>  reccive. 

Don  Carlos  himself  was  thc  procious  lief 
which  De  Ximeucs  offercd  i'or  Ibe  sinc«nty  a 
leturuiug  Iricodship ;  and  that  btigbt  |>ledge  ww 
wcicouied  by  tbe  rcjoktug  Duke  witb  exalUol 
iicart  and  open  arms,  sioce  bis  odcc  prosd  vi 
,widcly-sprcadix)g  l'ainiJy  Iree  bad  beea  Ion; 
vcrgiug  towards  decay.  Uou  Philip,  bia  «IdcA 
bopo,  tbc  successful  Opponent  of  tlm  anfwrtoiuk 
J)on  Alpbonso,  bad  «corccly  surrived  a.  twolM- 
moDtb  to  eojoybis  good  lortUDe,lcii¥)iig  ^babt^ 
und  faitbksa  Scraphina  a  cLildloss  widow.  Dos 
Aloozo,  thc  Duke 's  sccond  son  and  pr«suioptiR 
beir,  was  indccd  a  biisbaiul,  but  had  fot  yews 
fjigbcd  in  a  barrca  be  J ;  nor  had  any  cbild  beoi 
bom  to  tbe  house  ol'  De  Alcdiua,  cveo  in  its  nost 
dtslant  branches,  sincc  tbc  biUierto  auLnoHii 
olfspring  of  £:itella.  Tiie  aged  Duke  epg«!) 
prcparcd  to  pUgrimjzc  towurds  Ibclqng-^^csiced, 
long-despaired-of  clasp    of    rctunüng    fiieiHt- 
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ehip;  wliilo  U>c  relcnting  moftBrch  mtfdö  tink; 
loo,  the  herald  of  Ihc  btintshcd  Count's  free 
pardoa  and  rccal  to  court,  and  to  thc  rcstored, 
tho  tncreasod  luTotir  ot'  his  sovcreign. 

Thc  first  meetingofthc  long-sevcrcd  fricnds 
was  private;  it  was  tender,  but  no  less  mouTD- 
tul :  tlivir  sable  gannents  wctc  bat  sligfit  badgcü 
ofagncf,bcart-8eated,lifc-lasting;cachmoarncd 
Üio  deparled  pledges  of  Iheir  jonthfnl  strcngth, 
l>o  ütledina'a  is<B^ti  indced,  bo  called  a  triplo 
grict',  sinco  his  last  remaining  hope,  imbccile  in 
mind  as  person,  shlvercd  in  a  precartous  and 
Vacillatiiif  existcnce,  like  tho  adnst  autamna) 
leaf  whicb  tiie  next  blast  uf  Borcas  may  nombcr 
witli  Ihc  dcparted  honours  of  thc  wanlng  ycar. 
It  was  thts  fcilowship  in  calamity  which  proTcd 
tbfl  strongest  and  roost  sacred  rivctin  thc  bonds 
of  Ihoir  Dcw-p)edged  fnt^ndship ;  it  was  on  tho 
Terjr  spot  «hieb  had  echoed  the  last  sad  aigb  of 
4ler  hasband  tbat  Estclla  rcccivcd  tbe  first  om- 
bnice  of  bb)  parcnt;  and  it  was  knceling  oa  that 
kaored,  heort-appreciated  spol,  that,  rcsistlng 
tte  tcndcr,  carnestljr  cntreativo  soücltuttoh«  of 
bolh  her  fiithcrs,  ahe  rcsigncd  tip  her  hcirdom  (o 
her  son,  acknowlcdjpng  thc  vow  which  böunci 


her  «hole  rcmaiiiing  lifc  to  solUudc,  abstineo«, 
dsTOlion,  and  cumplcte  relinqutsbmeDt  of  all 
wotldly  incitemeiUs. 

"  Li  Üiere,  theo,  no  gift,  no  partiog  tokta, 
airoet  and  devotod  flower,"  cried  Üie  slow  re- 
üring  Uukc  do  Mcdioa,  "tb«t  yoa  wuuld  deem 
»"oTthy  ot'  accoptance  riotn  the.  futher  uf  bis 
yoQ  so  dcatly  tnourn'}"-- "  Ycs>  my  lonJ,"  wpM 
Stella,  "there  is  a  boon,  Üie  3trongetit  mauÜD- 
ing'  -niA  o(  my  heart,  wUich  you  alone  JuT« 
power  to  accord,-a  reatiogrfttac«.,««.^.  SWi 
patctuc  of  my  bnsbaDd  1".  >     ^-<i,ii<>i  b  >vfii-i(in<- 

WiUi  streDiaiitg  eycs  ihe  bcai^wniQg  Dui« 
imtiuitly,  by  gestoreff,  ytclded  Ibat  acquitsceoce 
whtcb  bis  pity-paralysed  toDgue  denied ;  EstelU 
uptestood:  and  bleaaed  ilie  "i^rtMwrt :  »BUmb- 

Üit,    .-'..■  .      -■,.    .      .;,     ,,      ,  :1-       .,1.     ,F,,,,, 

iff  And  me,  Estolla,"  said  Uie  armer  bot  slUtl 
rnnre  afHictedCountdoXimenes;  "faaTjByouw< 
rennest  to  prcfer  to  your  own  fatker  ?"  ,,  ■:  , 

"Yes,  my  lord,  and  a  dcar  odc,  too,  belleni] 
me,"  Bbe  rcplied.  ^'  IfyourwUI  deign  to  p«niit 
tbe  blossed  words,  ' Ettella  i«  /ort/ivttit'  to  foilB 
m;  opitaph,  I  sball  ba^"«  not  on&  desire  .|«ß 
luuweoiiipüsiiod,';      ■,   ^. .,!,..»   *rf>ti.utfi:,„  ,r:i 


Noed  it  be  addcd,  (hat  her  Inst  dcalre' ica>" 
aöcoinplished,  and  Üic  words  ol'  pardon,  at  her 
OWD  uioät  earacät  requcsl,  eogravod  apon  Ute 
mau!M>lcu>n  of  tbc  Medinos  durin^  her  lifetiibe  t 

The  departur©  of  the  two  sortowiiij  fathers 
l'ro)ii  tite  Chapol  of  thc  Glade  was  the  aignal 
t'or  liie  aiidienca  Ol'  niany  bumblc  but  faithtiil 
h^arts  whkh  throbbcd  towards  tiio  lorcly  rccluso 
with'sentiiocaU  of  tenderDosfi,  adiniralion,  and 
coinpfiHBio«,  oidy  \cbs  aiiimated  Uian  their  oivn. 
Tho  cxcelkot  Doiina  Grcgorio  wcpt  over  her 
mach-lovcd  t'onner  chargo  tho  mlngled  tear«  of 
hMAoti  pltf  anddcfvotittnal  veoeration;  bat  tfao 
wifo  of  Leon,  with  the  moro  ardent  charactor  of  ■ 
life's  primo  foclings,  saulc  in  an  ecatnsj  of  grief, 
rcgret,  and  disappotntment,  to  tlic  feet  of  ber  lady, 
which  she  ätrenuously  cmbraccd;  wbilc,  with 
tbe  botd  pbreDzied  eloqnoace  of  cl^ldhood-BOwn 
attachment,  she  rainl;  strove  to  deprccate  her  i 
3clf-pronounced  btU  analt«rab)e  world-roDimoi»- ' 
tion  SenteDcfl.  ■ 

'Sereno,  unmovod,  as  tho  lucid  cmpress  of  tha  ' 
night  smiles  od  the  rising  tidc  lior  poworful  in-' 
fl^encoTtiflcs,  rcuiaincd  llie  veilcd  sistor  amidst 
thc  pcrsuasivc  waUiogs  of  muudan«  passion. 
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a  bricht  RQcrcssion  nf  splendid  fcBtiTttic» 
honour  oi  llie  |iari)un  ot'  Do  Xiincnea  tOtd 
ro<uiiited  fricndship  of  (he  Uro  aoblest  boosoa 
Ol'  SpaiQ.  Tbe  gaJIuit  touraumoDt,  the  crowd- 
cd  buU-lcast.  aod  Üie  ^rgeous  asMtnljJy,  eacb. 
io  turn,  elicited  tbe  nosl  succcxsfui  display  of 
tho  Talour,  Uio  ätiü,  Uic  «legance,  Üio  weailb, 
and  tbe  beouly,  of  tho  realm:  buLneiÜier  kuight 
Dor  noble  was  there  who,  in  fiuc  person,  bravery, 
cemtcsy,  or  graco,  lui^bt  vie  vritii  the  accoia- 
{kUahed  and  illastiiotis  pled;^  of  Estclla's  sad 
«tarmd  lovo ;  and  Don  Carlos  received  from  bis 
sovcroi^  CDmiocndatioiis  and  exptessioaB  of 
tegard  far  more  hoiiuuriag,  more  cstimated, 
thao  tfae  swordof  well-camed  knifbtitood  wbicb 
accompaotcd  Üiem. 

in  tbe  midst  of  tbese  gtotiotu.  andj  faearf 
inspiring  sceoes,  an  iDdisposition«  wiüi  whioh 
üe  Coont  de  Ximenea  bad  for  soioe  days  paüt 
aeeretly  contcndod,  roso  to  an  alanniiig  and  ntt- 
concealablc  degiee  of  seTcrity :  still  montally 
firm,  and  anbiuken  in  apoo  by  theagony  of  bis 
bodily  turaientä,  be  fortbwiüi  comniandod  biin- 
seif  (o  be  uonvoycd  to  bis  own  domuin,  aod> 
reacbing^i  Uta  Chupol  -at  tbo<  Glade  Uy  forced 
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juurnioB,  cxpired  tbcat«,  alrotMt  iintncdialely 
Üb  arrival,  in  the  ennü  uf  his  Estella.,  Jt  «es 
pdtt  midni^bt  when  the  Co&nt  de  Ximeoes  nn- 
deivd  ap  his  last  breath ;  and  some  woodnifii, 
proceeding,  at  sun~rise,  to  tfacir  dianuil  labov, 
discoveiod  Üie  blasted  Oak  brokoB  aS  hvAe 
root,  and  lying  atbwart  tbeir  pathway.  : 

Tbe  sOD  of  Estella  immediai«!^  succecdcd  Ic 
tbo  sway  of  the  ample  domaJBs  of  I>o ^Ximcots. 
over  which,  undor  thepldindenoDiiriationof  J>ao 
CwloG  de  Medina,  hc  ntlod  whti  a  sn^  of 
raeroy-aÜentpeTod  justicD,  pi^ty?  and  Übenliq, 
*Uch  sooa  won  hün  the  addcd  t^o  o#  tbe  Giod; 
.n  disüactioD  far  exceedtog  tbe  faigfactst  wd 
ipMudoat  nhich  earthly  syoopbaiwy  «rer  basm 
oao  inveuL 

Tbe  agcd  Duke  de  Medina  did  nol  long  anr- 
vive  tbo  CooDt  de  Xiuienes ;  and  bia  second  and 
last  remainjng  son,  Don  Atoozo,  -who  faaa  becn 
doscribed  as  exceedtngly  inäriD,  bectune  tht 
woarer  of  his  Coronet.  i      -     . 

■  vWbcn  Don  Carlos  had  attained  his  tweoty- 
fiut  yoar.  he  contracted  a  malrimonial  olliatiiM.- 
with  tho  boautiful  and  virtuoiia  Lady  JroUtB,  ft 
daoghter  oj'  tlic  reDowited  and  prmc«ly  botiw 


'«vf  Lerma.  Twt>  days  atter  tlicsolenraintiori 
of  Ihcso  disliti^uished  nupUals,  Alonzo,  tbo 
itncle  Ol'  Ihe  blesl  bride§^oom,  died,  and  Don 
Carlos  becauie  Duke  of  Mcdiou  in  bis  slead, 
jointly  governing  and  CDJoying  bis  patornal  and 
nalcroal  beirdoDis.  Witbjii  twelro  monüis  IVotn 
her  mairiage,  bin  Dachcss,  tbo  lovcly  Irolita, 
prosented  ber  lord  witb  twia  sona,  bnt  Dcvcr 
aftcr  addod  lo  bis  fatuily.  The  flrst  of  tbose 
noble  infants  wasnamed  Ferdinand;  thcsecoad, 
'FeUx,«homtheKiDg,Boon  alter  bis  buptism,  was 
i.w>iiniliilj  pleased  to  create  Coant  de  Ximenes. 
The  veiled  sister  of  tbe  Cbapel  of  the  CJtado 
ÜTcd  to  blcss  her  grandchildrcn'ü  maturity  :  a 
life  of  extreme  temperance  ond  sereulty  had 
preserved  almost  unimpaircd  thc  cclcstial  lov&- 
Uness  of  ber  fealutes,  shape,  and  complexion, 
long  after  that  sincere  season  üben  a  tvoman's 
beanty  is  alluded  to  only  as  a  thing  tbat  kos 
been.  Tbe  clemosyDary  bread  of  tbe  Honastery 
of  St.  Benedict,  the  trifling  produce  of  the  litdo 
garden  of  the  hennitagc,  wbicb  she  uniformly 
cultivatod  with  berown  band»,  and  a  Uttlcgoat^ 
milk  ur  a  few  cggs,  tvtüch  ;^n  occaaiooally  ao-> 
otipled'Of  .änip  tbe  äacrouiiding  pflasantty»-!  >vbo 
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both  loved  and  rcvcred  IicTi  had,  from  her'finrt^ 
settlemcnt  at  tbe  hcrmitage  to  the  last  hour  ol' 
her  life,  formed  her  sole  and  enlire  suhstste  nee. 

B  yielded  up  her  puru  soul  iii  the  arms  ofhor 
beloved  son,  in   peace  and   evcn  cbeerfulness ; 
confcssing  to  him  with   her   latest  breath,  t 
her  life  bad  been  passcd  in  happiness  and  cM 
tent  only  infoiior  to  that  beatitudc  whicb  beckoi 
ing  angeU  now  proniised  to  her  parting  souV' 
having:,  soon  after  the  dccea^ie  of  hia  fathM^u 
becoine  conscioug  to  that  tnvisiblc  but  it)leU< 
tual  intorcourse  protnised  to  her  in  bis  dayri 
life  by  Ifac  busband  uf  her  boart. 

Carlos,  Duko  de  Medina,  inheritcd  the  longei 
ty,  of  faia  motber,  and  devotcd  an  extended  i 
liealtbfsl  lifo  to  tho  practice  of  £very  virtuc  : 
volunteered  as  tbe  soldier  of  bis  conatry  andof  bis 
God}  and  chastised  the  eneinies  of  both  with  an 
arm  of  mighty  strength  ;  whilc  the  fame  of  bis 
prowess  was  only  eqimlied  by  tbat  of  bis  ma^a- 
nimity.  Retumed  to  bis  nativo  land,  hc  spread 
bounty,  leaming,  industry,  and  piety,  wide  be- 
yond  tbe  princely  domains  ho  ruled ;  "  and  wben 
the  eye  saw  him,  it  blesscd  bim."  Weiglied 
dowa,  atlongth,  by  all-cofiqucring  tine,  be  died. 
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bonoured  and  lamcntcd  t>y  his  kine;,tiiB  cönntry- 
mcn,  and  mnnkiad;  aod  was  succccdod  in  hin 
l>ultcdom  of  De  Mcdina  by  his  cldcst  sou,  Don 
Ferdinand,  wlio  had  long,  crc  Ihc  demise  of  Mb 
illustrious  parcnt,  becomc  a  husband  and  tho 
falber  of  ono  sod. 

His  brothor,  Connt  Fe1i\  de  Ximcncs,  now 
also  assumcd  thc  rule  of  thosc  rieh  domains,  by 
Ihe  will  of  his  noble  fathcr,  nnncxed  to  the  proud 
title  in  bim  rerived  :  he,  loo,  had  married  oarly, 
and  cbosen  his  bride  from  the  samc  illustrlous 
honso  from  wbich  his  noble  mothcr  had  been 
dcrived.  Thc  fair  Eoierencia  de  Lerma  brougbt 
him  a  form  of  unrivallcd  boauty,  a  mind  of 
piiceless  wortfa,  and  littlo  Ichs  tban  a  princess's 
dowry ;  bnt  more  thau  all  theae,  she  hailcd  him, 
in  less  Uiau  eight  years  from  her  nnptials,  thc 
father  of  aevon  fair  son.<t,  at  whose  successivc 
births,  tho  root  of  tho  memorable  blasted  oak 
coostaotlyputfortha  fresb  and  vigorous  brauch,  ' 
which  grcw  and  flourished  wilh  thom.  Each  of 
thcsc  noble  yoaths  sacrißced,  in  ditc  time,  to 
Hymen ;  and  so  propitious  proved  Ihat  deity  to 
Iheir  vows,  that  thc  name  of  Do  Ximcnci",  Ihu» 
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restorcd  by  tho  female  Uno,  haa  novcr  since  been 
menaced  witb  tbc  danger  of  cx^cüdii, 

" Aiid  the  wondrous  coffer,  my  love," 

»aid  Clitlon  (as  hia  wife  coucluded  her  story), 
"  Ihe  Contents  of  tliat  alooc,  divided  amongst 
the  descendants  of  thc  satoted  Estella,  wcrc 
Bufficieat  to  bave  eotailed  upon  ber  race  evcu 
regal  richcs." 

"They  wero  so,  indeed,"  teplied  tho  lady; 
"  but  aeveral  of  tbat  raco  chanced  to  becomo 
infected  with  the  rage  of  alchymy,  a  maoia 
wbich  has  uot  disappeared  from  the  face  of  tfae 
earth  nithoutlcaviug  oUiers  bebindit  amon|;its 
deuizena  quite  as  cxpenfiive  aud  little  Jess  rtdi- 
culous;  tho  substatice,  tbercfore,  ^vas,  hi  tbat 
instance,  as  it  IVeqiiently  is  io  many  others, 
sacriäced  to  tbe  sbadow." 

"  Weil,"  replied  CHfton  ;  "  l  would  ratber 
tlie  coflcr,  with  all  its  precious  contcots,  should 
bavo  vanished,  than  thc  Family  Picture  have 
[>een  roissing.  Pray,  my  love,  to  whoDi  is  pos- 
terity  indebted  for  tbe  possession  of  Ihat  pre- 
cious taemento  ?" 

"To  the  faithful  Lcou  de  Silva  it  is  tbat  wc 
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owc  it,"  answcrcd  Ifac  fair  Catalina :  ho  was  afa 
admirablc  artist,  and  cxecutcd  that  expressive 
piecG  partly  frum  some  origiaal  miniatures, 
partty  by  tbe  aid  of  memoiy,  aud  presented  it  to 
Don  Carlos  soou  ailer  the  discovery  of  bis  birth 
bad  (aicen  place." 

"  Bloss,  bless  bis  memory  for  the  work !" 
criod  Clilloa.  "  1  havo  uow  but  one  query 
more." 

**  Teil  me,  my  beloTed"(dramng  bis  wifc  gently 
towards  bim,  wbilc  bis  Ups  tromhied  with  the 
effort  ho  vainly  ased  to  dismiss  tbc  urch  ämilc 
whicb  was  attcmpting  to  sunder  them),  "teil 
mc,  I  conjare  you,  by  tbis  kiss,"  he  witb  mock 
solemnity  addcd,  "whetber  tradition  records 
that  the  re- Vegetation  of  the  miracalons  Family 
Tree  aObrdcd  rest  to  tbe  tvandering,  thombless 
protectress  of  the  racc  of  De  Ximeues  1" 
h^  "  Now,  by  ber  skade  I  ewcar,"  halMaugbing- 
^ly,  bali-angrily,  cried  bis  nife,  .stniggÜDg  to 
disengage  hcrself  IVoin  his  cmbrace,  "  that  sar- 
caslic  query  skalt  rematn  unaitswered* ." 
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